life of galileo play

Life of Galileo Play: A Deep Dive into Bertolt Brecht’'s Masterpiece

The Life of Galileo play stands as one of the most compelling and thought-provoking
theatrical works of the 20th century. Written by the renowned German playwright Bertolt
Brecht in 1938, this play explores themes of scientific discovery, moral responsibility, and
the conflict between truth and authority. Its enduring relevance makes it a vital piece for
both theatrical enthusiasts and scholars interested in the intersections between science,
ethics, and politics. In this article, we will delve into the background, themes, characters,
and significance of the Life of Galileo play, providing a comprehensive overview that
highlights its importance in theatrical and cultural history.

Introduction to the Life of Galileo Play

The Life of Galileo play is a dramatization of the life of the famous astronomer Galileo
Galilei, who challenged the prevailing views of his time with groundbreaking scientific
discoveries. Brecht's adaptation not only portrays Galileo’s scientific pursuits but also
emphasizes the moral dilemmas faced by individuals who confront oppressive authorities
and dogmas. The play is renowned for its innovative theatrical techniques, including the
use of epic theater, which aims to engage the audience critically rather than emotionally.

Context and Background

Bertolt Brecht wrote the Life of Galileo in 1938 during a period of political upheaval in
Europe. The rise of fascism, the suppression of scientific and artistic freedoms, and the
looming threat of war deeply influenced Brecht's perspective. His aim was to create a play
that would serve as a warning about the dangers of dogmatism, authoritarianism, and the
suppression of truth.

The play was first performed in 1943 in Zurich, Switzerland, and has since been staged
worldwide, often with adaptations to reflect contemporary issues. Its historical context is
crucial for understanding the play's themes and Brecht's intentions.

Themes Explored in the Life of Galileo Play

The Life of Galileo play is rich with themes that resonate across time and cultures. Here are
some of the central themes:

1. Science and Truth

At its core, the play celebrates scientific inquiry and the pursuit of truth. Galileo’s
revolutionary astronomical discoveries, such as the moons of Jupiter, challenge established
dogmas and demonstrate the importance of empirical evidence.

2. Moral Responsibility

Galileo's internal conflict highlights the moral responsibilities of scientists and intellectuals.

His dilemma between risking his reputation and standing up for truth underscores the
importance of integrity.



3. Authority and Power

The play critically examines how authoritative institutions, like the Church, often suppress
dissenting voices to maintain control. Galileo’s conflict with the Church exemplifies the
broader struggle between authority and intellectual freedom.

4. The Conflict Between Knowledge and Dogma

Brecht emphasizes the clash between scientific knowledge and religious dogma, illustrating
the societal resistance to change and new ideas.

5. The Role of the Artist and Scientist in Society

The play raises questions about the responsibilities of scientists and artists in
society—whether they should prioritize truth over personal safety or institutional approval.

Characters in the Life of Galileo Play

The play features a range of compelling characters, each representing different facets of
the themes discussed.

1. Galileo Galilei

The protagonist, a brilliant scientist and mathematician, embodies curiosity, courage, and
moral integrity. His discoveries revolutionize science but also put him at odds with powerful
institutions.

2. Andrea Sarti

A young student and protégé of Galileo, representing the new generation of thinkers
inspired by scientific progress.

3. Sagredo

A nobleman and friend of Galileo who serves as a voice of reason and skepticism, often
questioning Galileo’s methods and beliefs.

4. Simplicio

A defender of traditional views and the Church’s teachings, often portrayed as a foil to
Galileo’s revolutionary ideas.

5. Cardinal Inquisitor

Represents the authority of the Church, embodying dogmatism and opposition to scientific
progress.

6. Filippo Galileo

Galileo's son, who exemplifies the personal toll that scientific pursuit and moral conflicts
can take on family life.



The Innovative Theatrical Techniques in the Play

Brecht’s Life of Galileo employs several groundbreaking theatrical techniques to engage
audiences critically and emotionally.

1. Epic Theater

Brecht’s concept of epic theater aims to prevent the audience from becoming emotionally
absorbed, encouraging critical thinking instead. Techniques include:

- Use of narration and direct address

- Visible stage mechanics

- Interjections and commentary

2. Verfremdungseffekt (Alienation Effect)

This technique involves making the familiar strange to provoke reflection. For example,
characters might break the fourth wall or comment on their actions, reminding the
audience they are watching a play.

3. Historical and Contemporary Parallels

Brecht often draws parallels between historical events and contemporary issues, prompting
audiences to consider ongoing struggles for truth and justice.

Significance and Impact of the Life of Galileo Play

The Life of Galileo remains a powerful piece because of its universal themes and innovative
approach. Its significance can be summarized as follows:

1. Artistic Innovation

Brecht revolutionized theater with his epic theater techniques, influencing generations of
playwrights and directors. The play's structure and staging challenge traditional theatrical
norms.

2. Political and Social Commentary

The play serves as a cautionary tale about authoritarianism, censorship, and the
suppression of scientific and artistic freedom.

3. Educational Value

Its themes make it a popular choice for academic study in literature, theater, philosophy,
and history courses.

4. Cultural Relevance

The questions raised about truth, authority, and moral responsibility are still relevant today,
especially in contexts of scientific debates, political oppression, and freedom of expression.



How the Life of Galileo Play Continues to Inspire

Throughout the decades, Life of Galileo has inspired numerous adaptations, films, and
scholarly analyses. Its enduring relevance underscores the importance of standing up for
truth in the face of opposition.

Notable Adaptations and Performances

- The 1943 Zurich premiere, which introduced Brecht’s epic theater techniques.
- Various stage productions worldwide, often updated to reflect contemporary issues.
- Film adaptations, including the 1975 version directed by Joseph Losey.

Educational and Cultural Impact

The play is frequently used in academic settings to discuss the history of science, ethics,
and political resistance. Its themes continue to resonate in debates over scientific integrity,
freedom of speech, and the role of intellectuals in society.

Conclusion: The Lasting Legacy of the Life of Galileo Play

The Life of Galileo play by Bertolt Brecht is much more than a historical drama—it is a
powerful commentary on the enduring struggle between truth and authority. Its innovative
theatrical techniques and compelling characters make it a landmark in modern theater. As
society continues to grapple with issues of censorship, scientific responsibility, and moral
integrity, the lessons of Galileo’s life, as depicted in Brecht’s play, remain profoundly
relevant.

Whether viewed as a historical account or a metaphor for contemporary struggles, the Life
of Galileo play challenges audiences to think critically about the importance of truth, the
dangers of dogma, and the moral responsibilities of individuals in the pursuit of knowledge.
Its legacy endures as a testament to the transformative power of art and the ongoing quest
for justice and understanding in society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the play 'Life of Galileo'?

The play explores themes of scientific discovery, the conflict between reason and faith, and
the ethical dilemmas faced by Galileo in his pursuit of truth.

Who wrote the play 'Life of Galileo'?
The play was written by the renowned playwright Bertolt Brecht.

When was 'Life of Galileo' first performed?

The play was first premiered in 1938.



How does 'Life of Galileo' depict Galileo's scientific
work?

The play dramatizes Galileo's revolutionary use of the telescope and his support for
heliocentrism, highlighting the challenges he faced from the church and society.

What are some of the key conflicts in 'Life of Galileo'?

Major conflicts include Galileo's struggle between scientific truth and religious dogma, as
well as his personal ethics versus societal pressures.

Is 'Life of Galileo' based on real historical events?

Yes, the play is a dramatized account of the life of Galileo Galilei and his scientific
discoveries, events that are rooted in history.

What is the significance of the title 'Life of Galileo'?

The title emphasizes the focus on Galileo's personal journey, scientific achievements, and
the moral questions he faced throughout his life.

How is Galileo portrayed in the play 'Life of Galileo'?

Galileo is depicted as a passionate, courageous scientist who struggles against institutional
oppression to seek and promote the truth.

Why is 'Life of Galileo' considered a relevant play
today?

The play remains relevant as it raises timeless questions about the conflict between science
and religion, the importance of intellectual freedom, and ethical responsibility.

Are there modern adaptations of 'Life of Galileo'?

Yes, 'Life of Galileo' has been adapted into various stage productions, films, and
educational programs across the world, emphasizing its enduring influence.

Additional Resources

Life of Galileo Play: A Deep Dive into the Classic Drama’s Enduring Relevance
Introduction

Life of Galileo play, penned by the renowned Italian playwright Bertolt Brecht, stands as a
compelling exploration of scientific discovery, moral integrity, and the societal tensions that
often accompany groundbreaking ideas. First premiered in 1938, the play continues to
resonate with audiences around the world, serving as both a historical drama and a



commentary on the persistent conflicts between truth and authority. This article delves into
the rich tapestry of the play’s themes, its historical context, characterization, and the
theatrical techniques that make it a timeless piece of dramatic literature.

The Origins and Historical Context of Life of Galileo
Bertolt Brecht’s Artistic and Political Background

To understand Life of Galileo, it is essential to contextualize it within Bertolt Brecht’s life
and ideological stance. Brecht, a German playwright and poet, was a Marxist who believed
in theater as a tool for social change. His works often challenged traditional theatrical
forms, favoring techniques that encouraged critical engagement rather than passive
consumption.

The Play’s Historical Foundation

Life of Galileo is based on the life of the famed 17th-century astronomer Galileo Galilei,
whose scientific pursuits challenged the dogmas of the Catholic Church and the prevailing
worldview of his time. The play is set during the early 17th century, a period marked by the
tension between emerging scientific discoveries and religious orthodoxy.

Galileo’s advocacy for the heliocentric model of the solar system, originally proposed by
Copernicus, brought him into direct conflict with church authorities. His telescopic
observations and subsequent support for Copernican theory revolutionized astronomy but
also led to his trial for heresy.

Brecht’s play dramatizes these historical events, emphasizing the moral dilemmas faced by
Galileo and the societal forces that sought to silence scientific truth.

The Play’s Political and Philosophical Underpinnings
Brecht wrote Life of Galileo in the tumultuous period leading up to World War Il, embedding
within it a critique of authoritarianism, dogmatism, and the suppression of dissent. The

play’s themes reflect Brecht’'s Marxist ideology, emphasizing the importance of critical
thinking and resistance against oppressive structures.

Main Themes and Messages of Life of Galileo

The Conflict Between Science and Religion

At its core, the play explores the enduring conflict between scientific discovery and
religious dogma. Galileo’s pursuit of empirical evidence and rational inquiry clashes with
the Church’s desire to uphold traditional teachings. Brecht portrays this tension vividly,

illustrating how institutional power can threaten intellectual freedom.

Moral Courage and Personal Integrity



Galileo’s character embodies the struggles of moral courage. His initial excitement about
scientific progress is tempered by the realization that his discoveries threaten the status
quo. The play examines whether scientists and thinkers should compromise their principles
for safety or fame.

The Nature of Truth and Its Accessibility

Brecht challenges the notion that truth is absolute or easily accessible. Galileo’s struggles
highlight the difficulty of disseminating truth in a society resistant to change. The play
suggests that truth is often suppressed or distorted by those in power.

The Role of the Artist and Intellectual

Life of Galileo also raises questions about the responsibility of scientists and intellectuals.
Should they conform to societal pressures, or should they stand firm for what they believe
is right? Brecht advocates for active resistance and critical engagement.

Character Analysis and Dramatic Techniques
Key Characters

- Galileo Galilei: The protagonist, portrayed as a passionate scientist torn between his
pursuit of truth and the societal consequences.

- Andrea Sarti: Galileo’s loyal student, representing the younger generation and the hope
for future progress.

- Cardinal Barberini: A symbol of church authority, conflicted between faith and scientific
truth.

- Federico: Galileo’s personal secretary, embodying the moral dilemma faced by those
caught between authority and conscience.

- The Inquisition: Represents institutional oppression, illustrating the dangers faced by
truth-seekers.

Brechtian Techniques in the Play
Brecht employed various theatrical techniques to engage the audience critically:

- Verfremdungseffekt (Alienation Effect): Brecht’s goal was to prevent the audience from
becoming emotionally absorbed, encouraging critical reflection. This is achieved through
direct address, visible stage mechanics, and abrupt scene shifts.

- Historical and Social Commentary: The play often breaks the fourth wall, reminding
audiences of contemporary issues, thus linking past events to present struggles.

- Use of Songs and Music: Brecht integrated songs that comment on the action, serving as a
form of commentary rather than mere entertainment.

- Minimalist Stage Design: Simplicity in staging emphasizes thematic content over
spectacle, focusing attention on dialogue and ideas.

The Play’s Impact and Legacy



Reception at the Time of Premiere

When Life of Galileo premiered in 1938, it was met with both acclaim and censorship. Its
critical stance against authoritarianism and dogmatism made it controversial, especially as
it was staged in Nazi Germany and later in fascist Italy.

Influence on Theater and Literature

Brecht’s innovative techniques and thematic concerns influenced generations of
playwrights and theater practitioners. The play’s emphasis on critical engagement and its
use of theatrical alienation became staples of Epic Theatre, a movement aimed at
encouraging social change through drama.

Contemporary Relevance

Today, Life of Galileo remains relevant as a commentary on scientific ethics, freedom of
thought, and resistance against oppressive regimes. It resonates especially in times of
societal upheaval, where the struggle for truth and justice is ongoing.

Modern Interpretations and Performances
Notable Productions
Over the decades, Life of Galileo has been staged worldwide, with notable productions by:

- The Royal Shakespeare Company
- Berliner Ensemble (Brecht’s original company)
- Contemporary theater groups emphasizing political themes

Each production often interprets the play’s themes through a modern lens, highlighting
issues like scientific integrity, climate change, and free speech.

Adaptations and Translations

The play has been translated into numerous languages and adapted into various formats,
including film and radio. These adaptations underscore its universal themes and its
capacity to inspire critical reflection across cultures.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Life of Galileo

Life of Galileo remains a powerful testament to the enduring conflict between truth and
authority. Through its compelling characters, innovative theatrical techniques, and
profound themes, it challenges audiences to reflect on their own responsibilities in
safeguarding intellectual freedom and moral integrity. As society continues to grapple with
issues of misinformation, censorship, and authoritarianism, Brecht’s play offers a timely
reminder of the importance of critical thinking and moral courage. Its legacy endures not
only as a work of theatrical art but as a call to action for all who seek to champion truth in



the face of adversity.

Life Of Galileo Play

life of galileo play: The Life of Galileo Bertolt Brecht, 1980

life of galileo play: Life Of Galileo Bertolt Brecht, 2015-04-23 Along with Mother Courage,
the character of Galileo is one of Brecht's greatest creations, immensely live, human and complex.
Unable to resist his appetite for scientific investigation, Galileo's heretical discoveries about the
solar system bring him to the attention of the Inquisition. He is scared into publicly abjuring his
theories but, despite his self-contempt, goes on working in private, eventually helping to smuggle his
writings out of the country. As an examination of the problems that face not only the scientist but
also the whole spirit of free inquiry when brought into conflict with the requirements of government
or official ideology, Life of Galileo has few equals. Written in exile in 1937-9 and first performed in
Zurich in 1943, Galileo was first staged in English in 1947 by Joseph Losey in a version jointly
prepared by Brecht and Charles Laughton, who played the title role. Printed here is the complete
translation by Brecht scholar John Willett. The much shorter Laughton version is also included in full
as an appendix, along with Brecht's own copious notes on the play making this the most trusted
scholarly edition of the text.

life of galileo play: A Life of Galileo Bertolt Brecht, 2013-03-28 A play that charts the
seventeenth century scientist's extraordinary fight with the church over his assertion that the earth
orbits the sun--Amazon.com.

life of galileo play: Galileo Bertolt Brecht, 1966 Dramatizes Galileo's conflict with the church
over his assertion that the Earth revolves around the sun.

life of galileo play: Life of Galileo Bertolt Brecht, John Willett, 1980

life of galileo play: The Life of Galileo Bertolt Brecht, 1979

life of galileo play: Brecht Collected Plays: 5 Bertolt Brecht, 2015-03-09 Published by
Methuen Drama, the collected dramatic works of Bertolt Brecht are presented in the most
comprehensive and authoritative editions of Brecht's plays in the English language. The fifth volume
in the Brecht Collected Plays series brings together two of Brecht's best-known and most frequently
performed and studied plays: Life of Galileo and Mother Courage and Her Children. Galileo, which
examines the conflict between free inquiry and official ideology, contains one of Brecht's most
human and complex central characters. Temporarily silenced by the Inquisition's threat of torture,
and forced to abjure his theories publicly, Galileo continues to work in private, eventually smuggling
his work out of the country. As an examination of the problems that face not only the scientist but
also the whole spirit of free inquiry when brought into conflict with the requirements of government
or official ideology, Life of Galileo has few equals. Mother Courage is usually seen as Brecht's
greatest work. Remaining a powerful indictment of war and social injustice, it is an epic drama set in
the seventeenth century during the Thirty Years' War. The plot follows the resilient Mother Courage
who survives by running a commissary business that profits from all sides. As the war claims all of
her children in turn, the play poignantly demonstrates that no one can profit from the war without
being subject to its terrible cost also. The translations are ideal for both study and performance. The
volume is accompanied by a full introduction and notes by the series editor John Willett and includes
Brecht's own notes and relevant texts as well as all the important textual variants.

life of galileo play: Leben des Galilei Bertolt Brecht, 1998 Der erste Band der »Suhrkamp
BasisBibliothek - Arbeitstexte fur Schule und Studium« bietet Bertolt Brechts Leben des Galilei
zusammen mit einem Kommentar, der alle fir das Verstandnis des Werks erforderlichen
Informationen enthalt: eine Zeittafel zu dem historischen Galilei und den einzelnen Fassungen des
Stiicks, einen Wort- und Sachkommentar, einen Uberblick iiber die Auffithrungsgeschichte und eine


https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-029/life-of-galileo-play.pdf

Analyse der unterschiedlichen Interpretationsansatze sowie Literaturhinweise. Der Kommentar ist
den neuen Rechtschreibregeln entsprechend verfasst.

life of galileo play: A New and Historical Theatre in Bertolt Brecht's Life of Galileo ? Kristina
Kolb, 2009-11 Literature Review from the year 2007 in the subject Theater Studies, Dance, grade:
90%, The Open University, language: English, abstract: Just like Brecht's ideas about theatre
changed throughout his career as a dramaturg and a playwright, most prominently embodied in the
three different versions of Life of Galileo, moving away from the formalist epic theatre towards a
dialectical one, so have our perceptions of the theatre, and what was new and revolutionary during
the early years of the play's production has now been reappropriated by high culture. While Brecht
displayed a great awareness of the need to continuously adapt his play in order to not only make it
appropriate for the times, but also to maintain it appropriate in the light of changing times, different
productions of the play have only done so with limited courage and success, leading to the sad result
that what Life of Galileo once embodied is usually not entirely what it embodies now.

life of galileo play: Aestheticism & Modernism Richard Danson Brown, Suman Gupta, 2005
Textbook introduction to key debates from the early twentieth century to modernisms emerging
between First and Second World Wars. Examines in detail texts by Chekhov, Mansfield, Gibbon,
Eliot, Woolf, Brecht and Okigbo.

life of galileo play: The Modern Stage and Other Worlds (Routledge Revivals) Austin E.
Quigley, 2015-08-11 Modern plays are strikingly diverse and, as a result, any attempt to locate an
underlying unity between them encounters difficulties: to focus on what they have in common is
often to overlook what is of primary importance in particular plays; to focus on their differences is to
note the novelty of the plays without increasing their accessibility. In this study, first published in
1985, Austin E. Quigley takes as his paradigm case the relationship between the world of the stage
and the world of the audience, and explores various modes of communication between domains. He
asks how changes in the structure of the drama relate to changes in the structure of the theatre, and
changes in the role of the audience. Detailed interpretations of plays by Pinero, Ibsen, Strindberg,
Brecht, Ionesco, Beckett and Pinter question principles about the modern theatre and establish links
between drama structure and theatre structure, theme, and performance space.

life of galileo play: The Oxford Guide to Plays Michael Patterson, 2007 Anyone with an
academic, professional, amateur, or recreational interest in the theatre is likely to want to look up
details of particular plays sometimes - perhaps to check on the author, or on when they were first
performed, or perhaps to see how many characters they have, and whether or not they would be
suitable for their theatre company or drama group to perform. The Oxford Dictionary of Plays
provides essential information on the 1000 best-known, best-loved, and most important plays in
world theatre. Each entry includes details of title, author, date of composition, date of first
performance, genre, setting, and the composition of the cast, and more. A synopsis of the plot and a
brief commentary, perhaps on the context of the play, or the reasons for its enduring popularity,
follow. Around 80 of the most significant plays - from The Oresteia to Waiting for Godot - are dealt
with in more detail. Genres covered include: burlesque, comedy, farce, historical drama, kabuki,
masque, melodrama, morality play, mystery play, No, romantic comedy, tragicomedy, satire, and
tragedy. An index of characters enables the reader to locate favourite characters, and trace the
trajectory of major historical and legendary characters - such as Iphigenia - through world drama,
including in plays that do not have entries in the Dictionary. An index of playwrights, with dates,
allows the reader to find all the plays included by a particular author.

life of galileo play: Bertolt Brecht: A Literary Life Stephen Parker, 2014-02-13 This first
English language biography of Bertolt Brecht (1898-1956) in two decades paints a strikingly new
picture of one of the twentieth century's most controversial cultural icons. Drawing on letters,
diaries and unpublished material, including Brecht's medical records, Parker offers a rich and
enthralling account of Brecht's life and work, viewed through the prism of the artist. Tracing his
extraordinary life, from his formative years in Augsburg, through the First World War, his
politicisation during the Weimar Republic and his years of exile, up to the Berliner Ensemble's




dazzling productions in Paris and London, Parker shows how Brecht achieved his transformative
effect upon world theatre and poetry. Bertolt Brecht: A Literary Life is a powerful portrait of a great,
compulsively contradictory personality, whose artistry left its lasting imprint on modern culture.

life of galileo play: The Many Lives of Galileo Dougal McNeill, 2005 The Many Lives of
Galileo is a Marxist study of the development of Bertolt Brecht's great play Galileo on the English
stage. Tracing various translations of Brecht's original, and the historical and political moments
surrounding these translations, Dougal McNeill examines how, across the distances of culture,
history and language, The Life of Galileo has come to figure so prominently in the life of
English-language theatre. The translations and productions of Galileo by Charles Laughton, Howard
Brenton and David Hare are examined, in a method combining close reading with an attention to
broader social contexts, with an eye to uncovering their implications for drama in performance.
Brecht valued re-creation, re-invention and re-telling as much as creation itself. In this book the
author applies Brecht's aesthetic to translations of his own work, following Laughton, Brenton and
Hare as they set themselves the task of rewriting Brecht and, in the process, use him to comment on
their own eras.

life of galileo play: Text & Presentation, 2006 Stratos E. Constantinidis, 2009-12-21 Text &
Presentation is an annual publication devoted to all aspects of theatre scholarship. It represents a
selection of the best research presented at the international, interdisciplinary Comparative Drama
Conference. This anthology includes papers from the 30th annual conference held in Los Angeles,
California. Topics covered include Beckett, Brecht, Goethe, Tom Stoppard, dance performance,
staged violence, the Comedie Francaise, and Greek and Japanese drama. Reviews of selected books
are also included.

life of galileo play: Collected Plays [of] Bertolt Brecht: The life of Galileo. The trial of Lucullus.
Mother Courage and her children Bertolt Brecht, 1970

life of galileo play: A "new" and "historical" theatre in Bertolt Brecht’s "Life of Galileo"?
Kristina Kolb, 2009-11-23 Literature Review from the year 2007 in the subject Theater Studies,
Dance, grade: 90%, The Open University, language: English, abstract: Just like Brecht’s ideas about
theatre changed throughout his career as a dramaturg and a playwright, most prominently
embodied in the three different versions of Life of Galileo, moving away from the formalist epic
theatre towards a dialectical one, so have our perceptions of the theatre, and what was new and
revolutionary during the early years of the play’s production has now been reappropriated by high
culture. While Brecht displayed a great awareness of the need to continuously adapt his play in
order to not only make it appropriate for the times, but also to maintain it appropriate in the light of
changing times, different productions of the play have only done so with limited courage and
success, leading to the sad result that what Life of Galileo once embodied is usually not entirely
what it embodies now.

life of galileo play: The Biography Book Daniel S. Burt, 2001-02-28 From Marilyn to
Mussolini, people captivate people. A&E's Biography, best-selling autobiographies, and biographical
novels testify to the popularity of the genre. But where does one begin? Collected here are
descriptions and evaluations of over 10,000 biographical works, including books of fact and fiction,
biographies for young readers, and documentaries and movies, all based on the lives of over 500
historical figures from scientists and writers, to political and military leaders, to artists and
musicians. Each entry includes a brief profile, autobiographical and primary sources, and
recommended works. Short reviews describe the pertinent biographical works and offer insight into
the qualities and special features of each title, helping readers to find the best biographical material
available on hundreds of fascinating individuals.

life of galileo play: Life of Galileo Bertolt Brecht, 1994

life of galileo play: Plays: Life of Galileo. The resistible rise of Arturo Ui. The Caucasian chalk
circle Bertolt Brecht, 1987
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