harold kushner when bad things happen
to a good person

Understanding Harold Kushner When Bad Things
Happen to a Good Person

Harold Kushner when bad things happen to a good person is a phrase that
resonates deeply with many individuals facing life's unexpected hardships. As
a renowned rabbi, author, and spiritual thinker, Harold Kushner has provided
comfort and insight to countless people grappling with suffering and loss.
His most famous work, When Bad Things Happen to Good People, explores
profound questions about pain, faith, and the nature of divine justice,
offering a compassionate perspective that has helped many find meaning amidst
chaos.

This article delves into Harold Kushner's teachings, the core themes of his
work, and practical lessons on coping with adversity. Whether you are seeking
spiritual solace, philosophical understanding, or practical advice, this
comprehensive guide aims to shed light on Kushner's approach to life's most
challenging moments.

Who Is Harold Kushner?

Harold Kushner (1935-2023) was a prominent American rabbi, scholar, and
author known for his accessible approach to Jewish theology and spirituality.
He served as the senior rabbi at Temple Israel in Boston for over 25 years
and authored several influential books.

His personal experiences, including the death of his young son, inspired
Kushner to explore themes of suffering and divine justice deeply. His
insights emphasize compassion, understanding, and the importance of human
resilience in the face of adversity.

The Core Message of When Bad Things Happen to
Good People

Harold Kushner’s When Bad Things Happen to Good People centers on the
question: Why do innocent people suffer? Unlike traditional theodicy, which
often attributes suffering to divine punishment or cosmic justice, Kushner’s
approach emphasizes God's compassion and human free will.



The book's primary messages include:

- Suffering is a universal experience: No one is immune to hardship.

- God's role is compassionate, not punitive: Divine justice may not always
align with human notions of fairness.

- Finding meaning in suffering: Personal growth and spiritual development can
emerge through adversity.

- The importance of community and support: Healing often involves connection
with others.

Key Themes Explored in Kushner’s Philosophy

1. The Nature of God

Kushner portrays God as a compassionate, loving presence who does not control
every aspect of human life but is present in suffering and offers comfort.
This view shifts the focus from a punitive deity to a nurturing one.

Main points:

- God is not a tyrant doling out punishment.

- Divine power works through human efforts and natural laws.
- Trusting in God's compassion can provide solace during suffering.

2. The Problem of Evil

Kushner reframes the age-old question, “Why does evil exist?” by emphasizing
human free will and natural law rather than divine retribution.

Key insights:
- Evil and suffering often result from human choices and natural processes.
- Accepting that some suffering is inevitable can help individuals cope

better.
- Faith involves trusting that God's love sustains us through hardships.

3. The Role of Faith and Hope

Maintaining faith in difficult times is central to Kushner’'s teachings. Hope
acts as a vital force that enables individuals to persevere.

Strategies suggested:



- Focus on small acts of kindness and personal growth.
- Cultivate gratitude despite circumstances.
- Engage in community support and shared mourning.

Practical Lessons from Harold Kushner’s Work

1. Embrace the Reality of Suffering

Kushner encourages acknowledging pain instead of denying or suppressing it.
Acceptance is the first step toward healing.

Practical steps:
- Allow yourself to grieve without guilt.

- Share feelings with trusted friends or spiritual advisors.
- Recognize that pain is part of the human experience.

2. Reframe Your Perspective

Instead of viewing suffering as punishment, consider it an opportunity for
growth.

Ways to reframe:
- View hardships as tests of resilience.

- Seek lessons and insights from difficult experiences.
- Focus on the positive actions you can take amid adversity.

3. Cultivate Compassion and Community

Kushner emphasizes the healing power of community and compassion.
Tips include:
- Reach out for support when needed.

- Offer help to others facing challenges.
- Participate in group rituals or support groups.

4. Focus on Personal Responsibility and Action

While trusting in divine compassion, Kushner advocates for proactive



responses to suffering.
Actionable advice:
- Engage in acts of kindness.

- Make practical plans to improve your situation.
- Take small steps toward recovery and hope.

The Impact of Kushner’s Teachings on Personal
Resilience

Harold Kushner’s approach has helped many develop resilience through:

- Enhanced understanding of suffering: Recognizing that adversity is part of
life’s journey.

- Strengthened faith: Believing in divine compassion, not punishment.

- Increased empathy: Connecting with others’ pain and offering support.

- Empowerment: Taking constructive actions rather than feeling helpless.

These principles foster a mindset that can transform pain into a catalyst for
growth and hope.

Applying Kushner’s Principles in Daily Life

To incorporate Harold Kushner’s teachings into everyday life, consider the
following practices:

Daily Reflection:

- Spend time acknowledging your feelings.
- Practice gratitude for small blessings.

Community Engagement:

- Volunteer or support someone in need.
- Share your struggles with trusted friends or support groups.

Mindfulness and Compassion:

- Engage in meditation or prayer focusing on compassion.
- Practice self-compassion during difficult times.

Acts of Kindness:

- Perform random acts of kindness.
- Offer words of encouragement to those suffering.



Conclusion: Finding Comfort and Meaning

Harold Kushner’s teachings on when bad things happen to good people offer a
compassionate path through life's inevitable hardships. His emphasis on
divine love, human resilience, and community support provides a framework for
understanding suffering not as a punishment but as part of the human
condition that can lead to growth and deeper faith.

By embracing Kushner’s insights, individuals can find comfort, hope, and
purpose even amid adversity. His work continues to inspire millions to face
life's challenges with courage, compassion, and an unwavering belief in the
possibility of healing and renewal.

Additional Resources for Coping and Spiritual
Growth

- When Bad Things Happen to Good People by Harold Kushner
- Support groups and counseling services

- Mindfulness and meditation apps

- Community service organizations

- Religious and spiritual communities

Harold Kushner’s message reminds us that even in the darkest times, there is
a path toward light — through faith, compassion, and resilience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes of Harold Kushner's book
'When Bad Things Happen to a Good Person'?

The book explores themes of suffering, faith, and the problem of evil,
offering comfort and understanding to those facing hardship by emphasizing
God's compassion and the importance of human resilience.

How does Harold Kushner suggest coping with tragedy
in 'When Bad Things Happen to a Good Person'?

Kushner advocates for acceptance, compassion, and a redefined understanding
of faith, encouraging individuals to focus on love and kindness while
acknowledging life's uncertainties.



Why did Harold Kushner write 'When Bad Things Happen
to a Good Person'?

He was inspired to write the book after experiencing personal tragedy-his
son's illness—seeking to provide comfort and insights to others grappling
with similar suffering.

What is Harold Kushner's perspective on God's role
in suffering as presented in the book?

Kushner presents a view of God as compassionate and empathetic, emphasizing
that God does not cause suffering but is present with us in our pain,
offering support rather than direct intervention.

How has 'When Bad Things Happen to a Good Person'
impacted readers and the broader spiritual
community?

The book has offered solace to countless individuals facing hardship,
encouraging a more compassionate understanding of faith and inspiring
discussions about suffering, divine justice, and human resilience.

Are there any criticisms of Harold Kushner's
approach in 'When Bad Things Happen to a Good
Person'?

Some critics argue that Kushner's perspective may oversimplify the
complexities of suffering and divine justice, suggesting that it offers
comfort but may not fully address all theological or philosophical questions
related to evil and pain.

Additional Resources

When Bad Things Happen to a Good Person by Harold Kushner is a profound and
compassionate exploration of one of the most challenging questions in human
existence: why do suffering and tragedy befall those who seem morally upright
and innocent? As a renowned rabbi and spiritual thinker, Kushner offers a
heartfelt response rooted in faith, philosophy, and personal experience. This
book has resonated with millions seeking comfort and understanding in times
of hardship, making it a timeless piece that continues to influence readers
worldwide.



Overview of the Book

Harold Kushner’s When Bad Things Happen to a Good Person was first published
in 1981 and quickly gained recognition for its empathetic approach to
suffering. Drawing from his own life-particularly the tragic loss of his
young son—Kushner delves into the nature of pain, divine justice, and the
human capacity for resilience. Unlike traditional theological perspectives
that often emphasize retribution or divine punishment, Kushner offers a more
nuanced understanding of God's role in human suffering.

The core message of the book is that suffering is an inherent part of life,
but it does not necessarily indicate divine punishment or a lack of divine
love. Instead, Kushner encourages readers to see suffering as a test of
character and an opportunity for growth. His approach combines theological
insights with practical advice, making the book accessible to a broad
audience regardless of religious background.

Key Themes and Ideas

The Problem of Suffering

Kushner tackles the age-old question: why do bad things happen to good
people? He challenges the simplistic notion that suffering is always a
punishment for moral failings. Instead, he suggests that suffering is an
inevitable part of the human condition, often unrelated to personal merit.

- Divine Love and Power: Kushner emphasizes that God's love is unconditional
and that divine power is not always exercised through direct intervention to
prevent suffering.

- The Limitations of Divine Power: He advocates for a view of God as a
compassionate partner rather than a controlling puppet master, which helps
reconcile the existence of evil with belief in a loving deity.

Personal Loss and Its Impact

Drawing from his own grief over his son's death, Kushner shares how personal
tragedy can shatter faith and hope. He argues that suffering can be a
catalyst for deeper understanding and spiritual growth if approached with
resilience.

- Acceptance: Recognizing pain as a natural part of life rather than a sign
of divine neglect.



- Growth Through Suffering: Viewing adversity as an opportunity for
developing strength, compassion, and wisdom.

The Role of Faith and Hope

Kushner insists that faith is not about denying reality but about finding
meaning amidst chaos. Hope becomes a vital tool for navigating suffering,
helping individuals maintain their sense of purpose.

- Faith as a Source of Comfort: Belief in a higher purpose or divine presence
can alleviate feelings of despair.

- Hope as an Active Choice: Cultivating hope requires intentional effort,
especially during difficult times.

Theological Perspectives and Interpretations

Reevaluating Traditional Theology

Kushner critiques traditional religious doctrines that portray God as a judge
who punishes or rewards based on moral behavior. He advocates for a more
compassionate and realistic theology.

- God’s Limited Power: Recognizing that divine power may be limited in the
face of natural laws and human free will.

- The Universe’s Moral Complexity: Accepting that the universe is not always
just in the immediate sense but can be just in the long term through
spiritual growth.

God’s Compassion and Human Responsibility

While emphasizing God's love, Kushner also underscores human responsibility
to respond to suffering with kindness and action.

- Empathy and Support: Encouraging community and compassion as responses to
others’ suffering.

- Personal Responsibility: Inspiring individuals to find ways to alleviate
pain and promote justice.



Strengths of the Book

- Empathetic Tone: Kushner'’s personal stories and compassionate language
create a sense of connection and reassurance.

- Accessible Language: The book is written in a clear, straightforward style,
making complex theological ideas understandable.

- Universal Relevance: Its themes resonate across religious and secular
audiences alike.

- Practical Advice: Offers actionable ways to cope with suffering, including
prayer, reflection, and community support.

- Inspiration and Hope: Encourages readers to find meaning and growth in
their hardships.

Critiques and Limitations

- Simplification of Theological Concepts: Some readers may find Kushner’s
approach too optimistic or simplified, especially when dealing with extreme
suffering.

- Lack of Detailed Theological Debate: The book emphasizes personal faith
over rigorous theological argumentation, which might leave some seeking
deeper doctrinal analysis unsatisfied.

- Cultural Context: Rooted in Jewish thought and Kushner’s personal beliefs,
some might find it less applicable to other religious traditions or secular
perspectives.

- Emotional Focus: While empathetic, the book may not provide concrete
solutions for all types of suffering, especially systemic or societal issues.

Features and Highlights

- Personal Anecdotes: Kushner’s recounting of his son’s death adds
authenticity and emotional depth.

- Thought-Provoking Questions: The book prompts reflection on faith, meaning,
and resilience.

- Guidance for Grief: Practical advice for mourning and finding hope.

- Balanced View of God: Emphasizes divine love without minimizing the reality
of suffering.



Impact and Reception

Since its publication, When Bad Things Happen to a Good Person has become a
seminal work in modern spiritual literature. It has helped countless
individuals reconcile their faith with life's hardships, offering a
compassionate perspective that balances theological belief with human
vulnerability.

The book received praise for its honesty, humility, and pastoral warmth. Many
religious leaders and mental health professionals have recommended it as a
valuable resource for those dealing with grief or doubt.

Conclusion

Harold Kushner’s When Bad Things Happen to a Good Person remains a powerful
and compassionate guide for anyone grappling with suffering. Its core
message—that suffering is a universal experience that can lead to growth
rather than despair-resonates deeply across faiths and philosophies. While it
does not provide all the answers, it offers hope, understanding, and a
pathway to spiritual resilience.

For readers seeking solace and a fresh perspective on life's inevitable pain,
Kushner’s work serves as a gentle reminder that even in the darkest moments,

love, faith, and hope can illuminate the way forward. Its enduring relevance

makes it a must-read for anyone confronting life's hardships with courage and
an open heart.

Harold Kushner When Bad Things Happen To A Good Person

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: When Bad Things Happen to
Good People Harold S. Kushner, 2001 Offers an inspirational and compassionate approach to
understanding the problems of life, and argues that we should continue to believe in God's fairness.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: Summary of Harold S.
Kushner's When Bad Things Happen to Good People Everest Media,, 2022-06-10T22:59:00Z
Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 The
misfortunes of good people are not only a problem to the people who suffer and their families, but
also to everyone who wants to believe in a just and fair world. They inevitably raise questions about
the goodness of the world and God. #2 We often ask why good people suffer, and why bad things
happen to good people. We assume that we deserve what we get, and that our misfortunes come as a
punishment for our sins. But Er, Judah'’s first-born, was wicked in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord
killed him. #3 The idea that bad things happen to people because God is a righteous judge who gives
them what they deserve is a neat and attractive solution to the problem of evil, but it has several
serious limitations. It teaches people to blame themselves, and it makes them hate God even as it
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makes them hate themselves. #4 The belief that people get what they deserve over the course of
time is a attempt to make sense of life’s trials. But it is a false belief, because life may seem unfair
and innocent people may seem to be suffering, but if we wait long enough, we will see the
righteousness of God’s plan emerge.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: The Book of Job Harold S.
Kushner, 2012 Draws on lessons from the Book of Job to offer advice on how to retain faith in the
face of adversity and explains how to recognize controllable and uncontrollable factors.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: When Bad Things Happen to
Good People Harold Kushner, 2021-05-13 The #1 bestselling inspirational classic from the
internationally known spiritual leader; a source of solace and hope for over 4 million readers.Since
its original publication in 1981, When Bad Things Happen to Good People has brought solace and
hope to millions. In the preface to this edition, Rabbi Kushner relates the heartwarming responses
he has received over the years from people who have found inspiration and comfort within these
pages.When Harold Kushner's three-year-old son was diagnosed with a degenerative disease that
meant the boy would only live until his early teens, he was faced with one of life's most difficult
questions: Why, God? Years later, Rabbi Kushner wrote this straightforward, elegant contemplation
of the doubts and fears that arise when tragedy strikes. In these pages, Kushner shares his wisdom
as a rabbi, a parent, a reader, and a human being. Often imitated but never superseded, When Bad
Things Happen to Good People is a classic that offers clear thinking and consolation in times of
SOITOW.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: When Bad Things Happen to
Other People John Portmann, 2002-06 Although many of us deny it, it is not uncommon to feel
pleasure over the suffering of others, particularly when we feel that suffering has been deserved.
The German word for this concept-Schadenfreude-has become universal in its expression of this
feeling. Drawing on the teachings of history's most prominent philosophers, John Portmann explores
the concept of Schadenfreude in this rigorous, comprehensive, and absorbing study.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: The Great Cosmic Lesson Plan
Sam Menahem Ph.D., 2015-03-18 The Great Cosmic Lesson Plan is a unique way of looking at life. It
presents a perspective that combines spirituality, psychology, humor and music as pieces of the
puzzle leading to a happy, peaceful, meaningful life. We are all connected to each other in the great
energy source that is God. We become unhappy when things dont go our way in the material world.
This book suggests that happiness will come from a gradual shift to spiritual values. The book
presents practical techniques for letting go of anger, fear, guilt, and negative beliefs. Additionally,
humor and music are very helpful in aiding the process of letting go. Part One explores changes
which need to be made to find happiness and the means to accomplish those changes. Ultimately to
reach this goal, there needs be a connection to the source of all being, often called God. Part Two
presents this message in the form of a comic novel. Dr. Hans Off, a chiropractor meets tragedy when
he is bitten by an aardvark and can no longer practice his profession. Instead of sinking into
depression, he goes on a spiritual search to find new meaning in his life. He visits a variety of
therapists including an analyst, an existentialist and a spiritual therapist. Dr. Off discovers that
enlightenment requires lightening up.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: No Sense of Obligation Matt
Young, 2001-06-28 Rejecting belief without evidence, a scientist scrutinizes scientific, theological,
and philosophical literature for a sign from God--and finds God to be an allegory. This remarkable
book leaves no room for unproven ideas and exposes a universe without reason or purpose.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: The One Year Book of Hope
Nancy Guthrie, 2014-11-07 In this life, pain, sorrow, and disappointment are real. Maybe you've
been wounded by a family member or friend. Perhaps you know the pain of losing someone you love
or of a difficult medical diagnosis. Sometimes we need to know there’s hope for when life just hurts.
Nancy Guthrie knows what it’s like to hurt—sometimes so much that there aren’t words to describe
the pain. In The One Year Book of Hope Devotional, she encourages you to spend this year learning




to hope and hold onto faith when life has let you down. She offers no trite answers or quick cures;
just remarkable, hopeful daily insights from the depths of Scripture and her own experiences. With
Nancy Guthrie as your compassionate guide you’ll find: daily Bible readings to help you experience
the comfort of God’s Word deep, thoughtful, personal reflections for Christians who are experiencing
any suffering, sadness, heartache, or grief. weekly questions for reflection, opportunities for further
meditation, and directed prayer In this daily devotional, join Nancy in growing closer to God—the
source of all comfort and healing.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: Kadian Journal Thomas
Harding, 2025-08-22 In July 2012, Thomas Harding's fourteen-year-old son Kadian was killed in a
bicycle accident. Shortly afterwards Thomas began to write. This book is the result. Beginning on
the day of Kadian's death, and continuing to the one-year anniversary, and beyond, Kadian Journal is
a record of grief in its rawest form, and of a mind in shock and questioning a strange new reality.
Interspersed within the journal are fragments of memory: jewel-bright everyday moments that
slowly combine to form a biography of a lost son, and a lost life. Kadian Journal is a document of
startling bravery and candour—a description of a family dislocated and united by tragedy, and a
beautiful and moving tribute to a son.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: What Shall We Say? Thomas G.
Long, 2014-03-11 Tsunamis, earthquakes, famines, diseases, wars -- these and other devastating
forces lead Christians to ask painful questions. Is God all-powerful? Is God good? How can God allow
so much innocent human suffering? These questions, taken together, have been called the theodicy
problem, and in this book Thomas Long explores what preachers can and should say in response ...
he offers biblically based approaches to preaching on theodicy, guided by Jesus' parable of the wheat
and the tares and the greatest theodicy text in Scripture--The book of Job. - from book jacket.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: Qoheleth (Ecclesiastes) Lisa M.
Wolfe, 2020-02-19 2021 Catholic Media Association Award third place award in academic studies
Qoheleth, also called Ecclesiastes, has been bad news for women throughout history. In this
commentary Lisa Wolfe offers intriguing new possibilities for feminist interpretation of the book's
parts, including Qoheleth's most offensive passages, and as a whole. Throughout her interpretation,
Wolfe explores multiple connections between this book and women of all times, from investigating
how the verbs in the time poem in 3:1-8 may relate to biblical and contemporary women alike, to
noting that if 11:1 indicates ancient beer making it thus reveals the women who made the beer itself.
In the end, Wolfe argues that, by struggling with the perplexing text of Qoheleth, we may discover
fruitful, against-the-grain reading strategies for our own time.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: Religion and Science Fiction
James H. Thrall, 2024-05-17 Religion and Science Fiction: An Introduction guides students into
deeper understanding of how religion and science fiction engage often overlapping questions. This
textbook introduces key ideas of religious studies through critical consideration of print and visual
media that fall within the general category of science fiction. The goal throughout is to help students
move beyond simply identifying points of interrelation between religious studies and forms of what is
often called, more broadly, speculative fiction, to considering how the studied texts open new ways
of thinking about human (and nonhuman) experience taken to be religious. With discussion
questions, lists of key terms, extensive additional resources, and suggestions for projects and essay
questions, this book is a foundational text for students and instructors of religion and science fiction.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: A Practical and Spiritual
Guide to Personal Healing James Mackey, 2009-11 This is an exciting new book for professionals
and laymen alike who want to understand and practice healing for everyday living. Why are some
people healed and others suffer with emotional and physical problems for years? In reading this
book you will unlock the hidden secrets of unleashing the power of total healing in your life. Every
activity, whether or not consciously intended, is the direct response from the subconscious mind.
You will learn the forgotten secrets locked in your mind and be guided to live a healthier and
happier life for each day. Dr. Mackey reveals the reason why we find it difficult to make needed



changes in our actions and thoughts. You can experience the healing that is needed most in your life
and move away from a victims mind set. Don't live another day without this book, it will change you r
life and thinking for creating needed change and miracles in your life.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: People Are No Damn Good
Jimmy R. Watson, 2022-04-21 Over thirty-five years in the classroom and pulpit will give a person
some perspective about homo ethicus—the ethical human being. In this intentionally non-academic
contribution to the moral pursuit, Jimmy Watson offers personal anecdotes and reflections, sardonic
wit, sarcastic humor, and most importantly, a wide array of information and laser-beam insights into
his chosen field of study. He invites the reader to think deeply about the complexities and
ambiguities of human nature and the discernment of good and evil from both secular and religious
perspectives and encourages all of us to become the best damn people we can possibly be.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: Offerings Byron Paul Brought,
2014-05 Does God exist? Is there a purpose to my life? Is goodness a divine reality or simply a
relative value that each culture defines for itself? Is there life beyond this earthly existence? Are
Homo sapiens more than quarks and atoms; more than material properties? Is love a reality or a
feeling? Offerings is a collection of brief but thought-provoking writings that vindicate religious
faith. It will be an especially helpful resource for: Small group discussions and leaders of worship
Adults not satisfied with trite devotional guides, but willing to wrestle with a faith that is rational
and accepting of scientific discoveries The growing number of nones in the United States and
Europe, who, while not believers, are open to be challenged by the possibility that there really is a
God Offerings affirms a God whose glory is revealed in creation, whose mighty acts are made known
in sacred scripture, and who demands justice, love, and faithfulness in human life. If someone asks,
Would you like corn flakes or raisin bran? you can reasonably answer, I don't care. It doesn't matter.
Either one is fine with me. But with the ultimate issues of life, you cannot sit on the fence. You
cannot pretend that a decision is not required. You must make a decision. What are you waiting for?

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: Man to Man Charles R.
Swindoll, 1998-04-27 Chuck Swindoll now brings us Man to Man, a book that takes the best of his
writings for men and puts them under one cover.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: Modern Musar Geoffrey D.
Claussen, 2022-04 Modern Musar explores the diverse ways Jews understand ten virtues: honesty
and love of truth; curiosity and inquisitiveness; humility; courage and valor; temperance and
self-restraint; gratitude; forgiveness; love, kindness, and compassion; solidarity and social
responsibility; and justice and righteousness.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: Military Chaplains' Review ,
1982

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: Spy, 1988-10 Smart. Funny.
Fearless.It's pretty safe to say that Spy was the most influential magazine of the 1980s. It might
have remade New York's cultural landscape; it definitely changed the whole tone of magazine
journalism. It was cruel, brilliant, beautifully written and perfectly designed, and feared by all.
There's no magazine I know of that's so continually referenced, held up as a benchmark, and whose
demise is so lamented --Dave Eggers. It's a piece of garbage --Donald Trump.

harold kushner when bad things happen to a good person: Christianity for Doubters,
Second Edition Granville Sewell, 2025-09-09 In Christianity for Doubters, mathematician Granville
Sewell looks at a series of issues that cause Christians to doubt. In the first two chapters he shows,
even more convincingly in this updated second edition, that modern science is not close to
explaining how the unintelligent laws of Nature alone could have produced intelligent humans and is
in fact uncovering abundant evidence for design in the origin and development of life on Earth, and
even in the laws of Nature themselves. But while there is no shortage of evidence that God exists,
why is it sometimes so hard to see evidence that he cares about people, and why does he remain
backstage, hidden from view, working behind the scenes while people act out their parts in the
human drama? Although these theological problems are more difficult, the author shows that some



of the most important insights into both the scientific and theological questions can be made by
applying a little common sense, without relying on ideas that can only be understood by the
“experts.”
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