facts about vikings ks2

facts about vikings ks2 are fascinating and exciting to explore, especially for young
learners in Key Stage 2. Vikings were mighty explorers, fierce warriors, skilled traders, and
talented craftsmen who lived hundreds of years ago. Discovering their history helps us
understand how they shaped the world and left a lasting legacy. In this article, we will
explore various interesting facts about Vikings suitable for KS2 students, organized into
engaging sections with clear headings.

Who Were the Vikings?

Origins and Time Period

Vikings were seafaring people from Scandinavia, which includes present-day countries like
Norway, Sweden, and Denmark. They lived during the Viking Age, roughly from the late 8th
century to the early 11th century, approximately from 793 AD to 1066 AD. This era is
famous for Viking raids and exploration.

What Does 'Viking' Mean?

The word "Viking" comes from an Old Norse word meaning "pirate" or "raider." Vikings were
known for their daring raids on distant lands, but they were also traders, explorers, and
settlers.

Viking Life and Society

Social Structure

Viking society was organized into different classes:
e Jarls - The noble leaders or kings.
e Karls - Free men and farmers.

e Thralls - Slaves who had few rights.

Daily Life

Vikings were hardworking and skilled. They farmed, fished, crafted jewelry, weapons, and
tools, and built ships. Their homes were mostly longhouses made of wood, with thatched
roofs.



Viking Clothing

Vikings wore practical clothing suited to their climate:
e Woolen tunics and trousers
* Leather belts and boots
e Fur coats for warmth

e Decorative jewelry, often made of silver and gold

Viking Ships and Exploration

The Iconic Longship

Vikings are famous for their ships called longships. These sleek, narrow vessels were fast,
flexible, and perfect for navigating both open seas and shallow rivers. They had a large sail
and could be rowed or sailed depending on the weather.

Viking Exploration

Vikings traveled vast distances, reaching:

e North America - they are believed to have reached parts of modern Canada around
1000 AD, long before Columbus.

e Russia and Eastern Europe - establishing trade routes and settlements.

e Britain, Ireland, and France - launching raids and establishing settlements.

Their voyages made them some of the most skilled explorers of their time.

Viking Warfare and Weapons

Viking Weapons

Vikings used various weapons, including:
1. Swords - often made of iron and decorated with intricate patterns.
2. Axes - used both for battle and daily tasks.

3. Spears - versatile weapons for fighting.



4. Shields - round and made of wood, often painted with bright patterns.

Viking Battles

Vikings were fierce fighters. They used surprise attacks and their ships to raid villages and
monasteries. Their combat skills and bravery made them formidable opponents.

Viking Religion and Beliefs

Gods and Mythology

Vikings believed in many gods and goddesses, such as:
e Odin - the chief god, associated with wisdom and war.
e Thor - god of thunder, famous for his hammer.

e Loki - a trickster god.

Viking Rituals and Burial Practices

Vikings built elaborate burial sites called burial mounds or ships, where they placed
treasures, weapons, and sometimes sacrificed animals or even humans to honor their gods.

Viking Achievements and Legacy

Art and Craftsmanship

Vikings were talented artisans. They created intricate jewelry, runestones, and wood
carvings. Their art often depicted animals and mythological scenes.

Language and Writing

Vikings used runes—an ancient alphabet carved into stones, wood, or metal—to write
messages and mark possessions.

Impact on Today

Vikings influenced many cultures through their exploration, trade, and settlements. Modern
Scandinavian countries celebrate Viking heritage with museums, festivals, and



reenactments.

Fun Facts About Vikings

¢ Vikings didn’t wear horned helmets—this is a myth popularized by movies and
cartoons.

e They were excellent shipbuilders and navigators, which allowed them to travel
thousands of miles across oceans.

¢ Vikings sometimes traded furs, weapons, and jewelry with other parts of Europe and
Asia.

e They had a rich oral tradition, passing down stories, poems, and legends by word of
mouth.

e The famous Viking age ended around 1066, the year of the Battle of Stamford Bridge,
fought in England.

Summary

Vikings were much more than just fierce warriors; they were explorers, traders, craftsmen,
and storytellers. Their ships allowed them to discover new lands, and their art and myths
continue to fascinate us today. Learning about Vikings helps us understand a fascinating
part of history that still influences modern culture.

Conclusion

Exploring facts about Vikings at KS2 level opens up a world of adventure and discovery.
From their daring voyages to their intricate art, Vikings left a legacy that has lasted for
centuries. Whether you're interested in their battles, ships, or myths, there’s always
something exciting to learn about these legendary explorers.

Remember, Vikings were complex people with a rich culture, and their story is still being

uncovered today through archaeological discoveries and research. So, keep exploring and
never stop asking questions about this intriguing period in history!

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the Vikings?

The Vikings were explorers, warriors, and traders from Scandinavia who lived during the



Viking Age, roughly between 793 and 1066 AD.

Where did the Vikings come from?

Vikings came from modern-day countries like Norway, Sweden, and Denmark in
Scandinavia.

What were Viking ships called?

Viking ships were called longships, and they were fast, flexible, and designed for both
traveling across the sea and navigating rivers.

Did Vikings only raid and fight?

No, Vikings were also traders, explorers, and settlers. They traded goods like furs, weapons,
and jewelry with other countries.

What was a Viking longhouse?

A Viking longhouse was a large wooden building where Viking families lived, cooked, and
worked together.

Did Vikings have gods and religion?

Yes, Vikings believed in many gods like Odin, Thor, and Freyja, and they held religious
ceremonies called bléts.

How did Vikings travel across the seas?

Vikings traveled across the seas in their iconic longships, which could sail in shallow waters
and were used for exploration and raids.

Why are Vikings famous today?

Vikings are famous for their bravery, their ships, their raids on towns, and their stories
which are still told in books and movies today.

Additional Resources
Facts about Vikings KS2

Vikings have long captured the imagination of people around the world, thanks to their
fierce warriors, impressive ships, and intriguing culture. For KS2 students—typically aged 7
to 11—Ilearning about Vikings offers a fascinating glimpse into a period of history marked
by exploration, conquest, and cultural exchange. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of Viking facts suitable for KS2 learners, presented in an engaging, detailed, and
analytical manner. From their origins and daily life to their ships and mythology, we will
explore what made the Vikings a remarkable civilization.



Who Were the Vikings?

Origins and Who They Were

Vikings were seafaring people from Scandinavia, a region in Northern Europe that includes

present-day countries like Norway, Sweden, and Denmark. They lived during the late eighth
to early 11th centuries, roughly from 793 AD to 1066 AD. Vikings are often remembered as
fierce warriors, but they were also traders, explorers, and settlers.

The word "Viking" itself is believed to come from the Old Norse word "vikingr," which means
"pirate" or "raider." However, not all Vikings were raiders; many were farmers, fishermen,
and craftsmen who built communities and traded goods across Europe and beyond.

Viking Society and Culture

Vikings had a well-structured society with clear roles:
- Jarls (Nobles): Wealthy leaders and landowners.

- Karls (Freemen): Farmers, traders, and craftsmen.

- Thralls (Slaves): Prisoners of war or people in debt.

Viking society valued bravery, loyalty, and skill in combat. They also had a rich oral
tradition, passing down stories, poems, and history through generations.

Viking Ships: Masters of the Seas

Types of Viking Ships

Vikings are perhaps best known for their ships, which were advanced for their time. The
main types include:

- Longships: Slim, fast ships used for raiding and warfare. They could navigate shallow
waters, allowing Vikings to surprise their enemies.

- Knarrs: Broader ships used for trading and exploration. They carried goods and settlers
across long distances.

Design and Features of Viking Ships

Viking ships had several innovative features:
- Clinker-built construction: Overlapping planks made the ships strong and flexible.
- Symmetrical design: Allowed ships to reverse direction quickly without turning around.



- Sails and oars: Enabled navigation in various weather conditions.
- Decorative carvings: Often featured dragon or serpent heads to intimidate enemies and
protect the crew from evil spirits.

Significance of Viking Ships

These ships allowed Vikings to travel vast distances—from the coasts of North America to
the Middle East—making them some of the most skilled sailors of their time. Their ships
were a key factor in their success as explorers and conquerors.

Viking Life and Daily Activities

Homes and Settlements

Vikings lived in wooden houses called longhouses, which housed entire families and their
animals. These longhouses were often built close together in villages, forming tight-knit
communities.

Food and Agriculture

Vikings were mainly farmers. They grew crops such as barley, oats, and rye, and raised
animals like cattle, sheep, and pigs. Their diet also included fish, which was abundant in
Scandinavia’s seas.

Clothing and Dress

Vikings wore practical clothing made from wool, linen, and animal skins. Men typically wore
tunics and trousers, while women wore long dresses with aprons. Both genders used
jewelry, often made from silver, bronze, or amber.

Crafts and Skills

Vikings were skilled in:

- Blacksmithing: Making weapons and tools.

- Weaving: Creating clothing and fabrics.

- Carving: Producing runes, jewelry, and decorative items.
- Shipbuilding: Designing and building their famous ships.



Viking Beliefs and Mythology

Gods and Goddesses

Vikings believed in a rich pantheon of gods. Some of the most famous include:
- Odin: The chief god, associated with wisdom and war.

- Thor: God of thunder, known for his mighty hammer Mjélnir.

- Freya: Goddess of love and fertility.

Mythical Creatures and Stories

Viking myths include stories about giants, elves, dwarfs, and monsters like Jormungandr,
the world serpent. These stories explained natural phenomena and conveyed moral
lessons.

Valhalla and Afterlife

Vikings believed in an afterlife where brave warriors went to Valhalla, a grand hall ruled by
Odin, to prepare for the final battle at Ragnarok—the end of the world.

Viking Raids and Exploration

Why Did Vikings Raid?

Vikings raided for wealth, land, and resources. Overpopulation and limited farmland in
Scandinavia also motivated exploration and conquest.

Famous Viking Raids

- The Raid on Lindisfarne (793 AD): Often considered the first Viking attack on England.

- Viking invasions of France and England: They established settlements and even kings’
thrones, such as the Danelaw in England.

- Vikings in North America: Leif Erikson is believed to have led the first Europeans to North
America around 1000 AD, nearly 500 years before Columbus.

Vikings as Explorers

Apart from raiding, Vikings explored new lands, including parts of Russia, Greenland, and
the eastern coast of North America. Their explorations helped create trade routes and
cultural links across Europe and Asia.



Vikings Today: Legacy and Influence

Archaeological Discoveries

Many Viking sites and artifacts have been uncovered, providing insight into their lives.
Notable discoveries include burial ships, runestones, and preserved settlements.

Cultural Impact

Vikings have influenced modern culture through books, movies, and TV series. Their
mythology and symbols, like the Valknut or the Helm of Awe, remain popular.

Vikings in Modern Society

Today, Viking festivals, reenactments, and museums celebrate their history. Scandinavian
countries honor their Viking heritage, which continues to inspire curiosity and pride.

Conclusion: Why Are Vikings Still Fascinating?

Vikings are more than just fierce warriors; they were explorers, traders, craftsmen, and
storytellers. Their ships revolutionized navigation, and their myths continue to captivate us.
Learning about Vikings helps us understand how a society can be both brutal and
innovative, adventurous and artistic. Their legacy endures in our history, culture, and
imagination, making them a truly remarkable part of the past worth exploring.

In summary, the Vikings were complex and influential people whose achievements
extended beyond warfare. Their ships enabled exploration across oceans, their society was
organized yet adaptable, and their beliefs and stories continue to inspire today. For KS2
students, understanding Vikings involves appreciating their bravery, ingenuity, and
enduring legacy.

Facts About Vikings Ks2

facts about vikings ks2: Vikings Jane Bower, 2018-10-24 This innovative series is designed to
help teachers bring history topics to life through imaginative creative arts activities. Each pack
includes 10 laminated, double-sided cards, printed in full color. Every card describes in detail
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activities that recreate aspects of life in a particular historical period, using art, drama and dance.
All activities are based on historically researched authentic practices of the time. Ideal for whole
class or small group sessions, the packs are an inspiration for busy teachers looking for new ways to
approach project work at Key Stage 2 - and can also easily be used with Key Stage 1 classes. Viking
activities in this pack include recreating a Viking celebration through drama and dance; writing
kennings and drapas; making Viking jewelry, brooches and armbands; runic writing to recreate
magical charms; dyeing wool with plants and weaving tapestries; Viking food - making festival
loaves; and Viking games - morels and chess.

facts about vikings ks2: 100 Facts Vikings Fiona MacDonald, 2016-06

facts about vikings ks2: Curriculum Focus - The Invaders KS2 Christine Moorcroft,
2014-04-29 This Popular series that will inspire teachers, especially the the non-specialists, to teach
history with confidence. The books contains everything you need: comprehensive background
information, detailed lesson plans and further reources for extension.

facts about vikings ks2: My First Fact File The Vikings PHILIP STEELE, 2019-07-23 The
Vikings were famous for being fierce warriors and expert sailors. But what else do you know about
them? This fascinating fact file gives readers aged 5 and up a first insight into the amazing lives of
the Vikings. Find out about the mythology surrounding their gods and goddesses. Discover how
Viking society worked, from the king at the top to slaves at the bottom. Learn about the ways in
which Viking people had fun, including wrestling, tug-of-war and chess. Packed with missions,
projects and activities, My First Fact File: The Vikings gives you everything you need to know about
this exciting era in our history.

facts about vikings ks2: Tudors Jane Bower, 2019-01-15 The innovative Creative History
Activity Packs series is designed to help teachers bring history topics to life through imaginative
creative arts activities. Each pack includes ten laminated, double-sided cards, printed in full color.
Each card describes in detail activities that recreate aspects of life in a particular historical period,
using art, drama and dance. Each activity is based on historically researched authentic practices of
the time. Ideal for whole class or small group sessions, the packs are an inspiration for busy
teachers looking for new ways to approach project work at Key Stage 2 - and are easily applicable
for Key Stage 1 classes. Tudor activities in this pack include creating clove pomanders and soap
balls; painting miniatures to mount as jewelry; making your own ink and writing a Tudor menu;
making a miniature book for herbs, recipes or prayers; Tudor recipe ideas; and structured outlines
for drama and dance.

facts about vikings ks2: The School Librarian , 2005

facts about vikings ks2: The Vikings: 64 Fascinating Facts for Kids Barry Magnusson,
2015-05-28 The Vikings: 64 Fascinating Facts For KidsThe Vikings lived over 1000 years ago in the
north-east corner of Europe known as Scandinavia.They left their homeland to conquer and settle in
much of Europe as well as parts of Asia and Africa. They crossed the Atlantic Ocean 500 years
before Christopher Columbus to become the first Europeans to set foot in North America.Barry
Magnusson provides you with a wide-ranging list of important facts about the Vikings and Viking
history. He covers Viking culture, Viking mythology and much more.Reading a complete history book
can often be overwhelming for a youngster, but Gibbs takes you through Viking history in 64 easy to
understand segments.We are sure that the facts about the Vikings will fascinate you and inspire you
to find out much more about these remarkable people who controlled so much of the known world
for nearly 300 years.

facts about vikings ks2: My First Fact File The Vikings PHILIP STEELE, 2019-07-23 The
Vikings were famous for being fierce warriors and expert sailors. But what else do you know about
them? This fascinating fact file gives readers aged 5 and up a first insight into the amazing lives of
the Vikings. Find out about the mythology surrounding their gods and goddesses. Discover how
Viking society worked, from the king at the top to slaves at the bottom. Learn about the ways in
which Viking people had fun, including wrestling, tug-of-war and chess. Packed with missions,
projects and activities, My First Fact File: The Vikings gives you everything you need to know about



this exciting era in our history.

facts about vikings ks2: Anglo Saxons and Vikings Anne Rooney, 2014-09-02 Nearly 1300
years ago, Britain was a collection of small kingdoms ruled by the Anglo-Saxons and Celts. Then the
Vikings came. Fierce invaders, they caused chaos through repeated raids over hundreds of years.
Many settled in Britain. Find out how the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings lived together until the Norman
Conquest in 1066 changed everything again. Made for the KS2 History curriculum, these eight titles
are packed with amazing historical facts and inspiring images. These handy guides explore the
distant past, surviving historical evidence and the impact of our ancestors on our lives today.

facts about vikings ks2: Vikings Philip Steele, Fiona Macdonald, 2008-01-01 Each of these
exciting titles is crammed with 100 essential facts. Detailed illustrations encourage even the most
reluctant of readers to become absorbed within each fascinating world of information. Quizzes are
featured to test knowledge, as well as fun projects to get involved in.

facts about vikings ks2: The Vikings Kirsten Wolf, Tristan Mueller-Vollmer, 2018-09-14 This
book explores 11 popular misconceptions about the Vikings. Each chapter looks at a particular
misconception, examines how it became popular, discusses what we now believe to be the truth, and
provides excerpts from primary source documents. When people think of the Vikings, they often
envision marauding barbarians who lived violent lives. While a number of mistaken beliefs about the
Vikings have become engrained in popular culture, they are not grounded in historical facts. This
book examines popular misconceptions related to the Vikings and the historical truths that
contradict the fictions. The book discusses 11 mistaken notions about the Vikings, with each fiction
treated in its own chapter. Topics include whether the Vikings wore horned helmets, whether they
were unhygienic, whether they had primitive weapons, whether they drank out of skull cups, and
more. Each chapter examines how the misconception proliferated and discusses what we now
believe to be the facts contradicting the fictions. Excerpts from primary source documents help
readers to understand how the misconceptions came to be throughout history and provide evidence
for the historical truths.

facts about vikings ks2: The Children's Buyer's Guide , 2005

facts about vikings ks2: Viking Facts Book For Kids Harmony Wells, 2022-07-10 This Viking
facts book for kids is filled with 50 fun facts, and pictures! Great for children ages 8-12. Some of the
facts include: Where the earliest Vikings came from How they lived Where they traveled What they
ate Who were the Vikings that left the greatest legacies Where they settled What their ships were
like And more! Features: 8.5 x 8.5 34 pages Premium color interior Fun facts, and a great way for
your child to start learning about Vikings. Get your copy today!

facts about vikings ks2: Vikings Nadia Higgins, 2015 An introduction to the Viking way of life
including fearless voyages of discovery and fierce raids.

facts about vikings ks2: Primary History, 2005

facts about vikings ks2: The Journal of Classics Teaching , 2005

facts about vikings ks2: The Vikings: Who Were The Vikings? Enter The Viking Age &
Discover The Facts, Sagas, Norse Mythology, Legends, Battles & More History Brought Alive ,
In 700 AD, a tribe of warriors left their homeland and struck out for glory & conquest.., They came
to take no prisoners. Their eerie horns made a distinctive sound, and their fearsome longboats
struck from out of nowhere.. The Vikings, their History & Mythology fascinates many because it
speaks to something within us: The fight to succeed and to grow stronger. Make no mistake, these
were not nice people, but much of their legacy was not just about pillaging and destruction. In this
book, History Brought Alive reveals new insights into The Vikings. Join us on a rampage through
their history, culture, myths and more! Blending historical accounts, tales and mythology. This is the
definitive guide to the life and times of the Vikings. See into the lives of these legendary people, the
impact that they had on medieval society and beyond. In this book you will discover; Common
Misunderstandings About The Vikings The Viking Diet - Discover The Energy Source Of The Epic
Warriors Runestones - Meanings & Opening a Gateway to Ancient Viking Civilization Famous Battles
including The Legendary Battle of Stamford Bridge in 1066 Language of The Vikings - Old Norse



Language Throughout History Viking Longships - How The Norsemen Ruled the Waves Traditions,
Culture & Rituals - Births, Weddings & The Complex Way The Viking’s Responded to Death Viking
Gods & Goddesses - Loki The Trickster, Thor God of Thunder & More What Happened to The Vikings
& Why did They Disappear? And much, much more.. The Viking era may have ended, but their
legacy lives on. And if you want to find out more about The Vikings then this isThe Book for You

facts about vikings ks2: The Viking Facts of Life Jacqueline Morley, 1996 Looks at the
traditions, customs and everyday life of the Vikings. Suggested level: primary, intermediate.

facts about vikings ks2: Vikings Rachel Wright, 1992 Describes the Viking way of life and
provides instructions for related craft projects.

facts about vikings ks2: Viking History For Kids: A History Series - Children Explore
History Book Edition Baby Professor, 2017-02-15 It’s the period of the Vikings and wow, how
interesting that time is! Here, your child will get to meet and greet some of the bravest men in
history. Facts about how they lived and what their cultures and traditions are will be effectively
tackled in this amazing book for children. Make sure you check out a copy today!
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