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Doctor Who Planet of the Spiders: An In-Depth Exploration of the Classic Series Finale

The Doctor Who Planet of the Spiders stands as a significant milestone in the long-
running British science fiction series. Originally broadcast in 1974, this serial marked the
final adventure of the Third Doctor, played by Jon Pertwee, and introduced a new era with
the Fourth Doctor, portrayed by Tom Baker. As one of the most iconic stories in the classic
Doctor Who canon, it combines thrilling alien encounters, ancient mysteries, and a deep
dive into the Doctor’s own psyche. This article explores the story’s plot, themes,
production background, and its enduring legacy within the Doctor Who universe.

Overview of the Plot of Planet of the Spiders

The story unfolds in the remote Indian village of Oseidon, where residents are
experiencing strange phenomena linked to a mysterious alien force. The Doctor, along
with his companion Sarah Jane Smith, investigates these disturbances, leading to a series
of adventures that reveal the presence of an ancient and dangerous spider-like alien
intelligence known as the Atlantean Web.

The Mystery of the Oseidon Village

The narrative begins with the Doctor and Sarah arriving in Oseidon, a village shrouded in
superstition and fear. The villagers are suffering from mysterious illnesses and
unexplained phenomena, which the Doctor quickly deduces are caused by extraterrestrial
influences. Their investigation uncovers a series of underground tunnels and ancient relics
connected to the Atlantean Web, a cosmic consciousness that has been dormant for
centuries.

The Rise of the Spiders

As the Doctor delves deeper, he discovers that the Web’s influence is awakening a colony
of giant spiders, which have been genetically altered by alien forces. These spiders are not
merely creatures but are connected to the Web, serving as its physical manifestation in
the material world. The spiders begin to threaten the local population and potentially
spread their influence across Earth.

The Final Confrontation and the Doctor’s Regeneration

The climax of the serial involves a confrontation within the Web’s core, where the Doctor
faces off against the alien consciousness controlling the spiders. In a heroic sacrifice, the
Doctor manages to sever the Web’s connection, destroying the spiders and saving Earth.



This story is notable for being Jon Pertwee’s final appearance as the Third Doctor,
culminating in his regeneration into the Fourth Doctor—a moment that remains a pivotal
scene in the series.

The Themes and Significance of Planet of the
Spiders

The serial explores themes that resonate with viewers even decades after its original
broadcast. These include the dangers of unrestrained scientific experimentation, the
interconnectedness of life, and the importance of sacrifice for the greater good.

Ancient Mysteries and Cosmic Forces

One of the central themes of Doctor Who Planet of the Spiders is the clash between
ancient, mystical forces and modern scientific understanding. The story depicts how
ancient civilizations, like the lost city of Atlantis, harbor secrets that can either be used for
good or exploited for destruction. The Web symbolizes a cosmic consciousness that
predates humanity and underscores the idea that some forces are beyond human
comprehension.

Transformation and Regeneration

As the serial marks the end of Jon Pertwee’s era, it naturally emphasizes themes of change
and renewal. The Doctor’s regeneration is not only a plot device but also a metaphor for
the series’ ability to evolve, introducing new characters and storylines while honoring its
roots.

Environmental and Ethical Considerations

The story subtly touches on the ethical dilemmas surrounding genetic experimentation.
The spiders, created through alien intervention, serve as a cautionary tale about the
consequences of meddling with nature. It warns viewers of potential dangers when
scientific curiosity becomes reckless.

Production and Legacy of Planet of the Spiders

The serial's production history reflects the challenges and creative efforts characteristic of
the classic Doctor Who series. Its legacy extends beyond its initial broadcast, influencing
future stories and remaining a fan favorite.



Behind the Scenes and Production Details

- Filming Locations: The series was filmed across various locations in the UK, including
the historic village of Oseidon, which was filmed at the historic Rownhams House in
Hampshire.

- Special Effects: The giant spiders were created using a combination of puppetry and
costume design, with notable contributions from actor and puppeteer John Leeson, who
later voiced K-9.

- Casting: The serial features notable guest stars such as John Raitt, who played the alien
Web consciousness, and Bernard Horsfall, who played the villainous scientist, Professor
Clegg.

Influence on Doctor Who and Popular Culture

The story is remembered for its compelling storytelling, memorable monsters, and the
emotional impact of the Doctor’s regeneration scene. It set the stage for future stories
involving ancient civilizations, alien consciousness, and epic battles between good and
evil. The Spider Web concept has been echoed in later episodes, emphasizing the series’
recurring themes of cosmic interconnectedness.

Relevance Today and Fan Reception

Over the years, Doctor Who Planet of the Spiders has garnered a dedicated fanbase
and critical appreciation for its ambitious storytelling and special effects. It remains a
popular serial for new viewers exploring the classic series, offering a blend of adventure,
mystery, and philosophical depth.

Modern Interpretations and Re-releases

The serial has been remastered and released on various formats, including DVD and
streaming platforms, allowing new generations to experience its story. Its themes of
environmental caution and the dangers of unchecked scientific experimentation continue
to resonate with contemporary audiences.

Legacy in the Doctor Who Universe

The serial’s conclusion with the Doctor’s regeneration into the Fourth Doctor marks a
turning point in the series, ushering in a new tone and style. It also influences subsequent
stories that explore ancient alien civilizations and cosmic consciousness, making it a
cornerstone episode for understanding the series’ mythos.



Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of Doctor Who's
Planet of the Spiders

Doctor Who Planet of the Spiders remains a landmark serial that encapsulates the spirit of
the classic series—adventure, mystery, and profound themes woven into compelling
storytelling. Its significance is not only rooted in its narrative but also in its role as a
pivotal transitional story, bridging the Third and Fourth Doctor eras. Whether viewed for
its nostalgic value or its timeless themes, the serial continues to captivate fans and inspire
new generations of science fiction enthusiasts.

If you’'re a fan of Doctor Who or sci-fi adventures that delve into ancient secrets and
cosmic mysteries, Doctor Who Planet of the Spiders is a must-watch story that
highlights the series’ enduring legacy and its ability to blend entertainment with thought-
provoking themes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the planet in 'Doctor Who:
Planet of the Spiders'?

The planet in 'Planet of the Spiders' is Metabelis 111, a planet known for its giant spiders
and ancient psychic powers, serving as the central setting for the story's events.

How does 'Planet of the Spiders' fit into the Doctor Who
timeline?

'Planet of the Spiders' is the final serial of the 8th Doctor's era, aired in 1974, and it marks
the last appearance of the Third Doctor played by Jon Pertwee.

What are the main themes explored in 'Planet of the
Spiders'?

The serial explores themes of mind control, spiritual awakening, and the dangers of
power, as well as the Doctor's confrontation with his own mortality and the influence of
ancient psychic forces.

Who are the main villains in 'Planet of the Spiders'?

The primary antagonists are the giant spiders native to Metabelis III, along with the alien
beings called the 'Arachnoids' who seek to harness the spiders' psychic abilities.

What is the significance of the 'Ascension’ in the story?

The 'Ascension' refers to the spiders' attempt to evolve into higher beings through the



psychic energy of the planet, which the Doctor and his companions try to prevent to save
the universe.

How did 'Planet of the Spiders' impact the Doctor Who
series?

'Planet of the Spiders' is notable for being Jon Pertwee's final serial and for introducing
the concept of the Doctor's association with psychic powers, influencing future storylines
involving the Doctor's spiritual and mystical connections.

Are there any notable connections between 'Planet of
the Spiders' and other Doctor Who stories?

Yes, the serial features references to the Doctor's previous encounters with psychic
phenomena and spider-related creatures, and it also hints at the Doctor's future
involvement with mystical elements seen in later series.

Additional Resources
Doctor Who: Planet of the Spiders — An In-Depth Analysis of the Classic Serial

Introduction: The Significance of "Planet of the
Spiders"”

Doctor Who: Planet of the Spiders stands as a pivotal serial within the long and storied
history of the British science fiction series. Originally aired in 1974 as the final story of the
11th season, this serial not only marked the end of Jon Pertwee’s era as the Third Doctor
but also served as a bridge between the classic and the subsequent new era of the show.
Its importance extends beyond mere narrative; it encapsulates themes of transformation,
spiritual awakening, and the enduring battle between good and evil, all woven into a richly
textured story that continues to resonate with fans and critics alike.

As the last adventure of Pertwee’s Doctor, "Planet of the Spiders" offers a culmination of
his tenure, bringing closure to his character arc while setting the stage for the
forthcoming Fourth Doctor played by Tom Baker. Moreover, the serial is notable for its
exploration of mystical elements intertwined with science fiction, a hallmark that sets it
apart within the broader "Doctor Who" canon.



Plot Overview and Narrative Structure

Synopsis and Key Plot Points

"Planet of the Spiders" unfolds over six episodes, a typical length for serials of its time,
allowing for detailed storytelling and character development. The story begins with the
Doctor investigating strange occurrences in the Yorkshire region, where villagers are
experiencing bizarre phenomena. His investigations lead him to a remote mountain area,
where he encounters a mysterious alien entity known as the "Wrarth Warriors" and a
large, ancient spider-like creature.

The plot gradually reveals that the spiders are not merely giant insects but are linked to
an ancient, sentient race—the Ancients—who once inhabited the Earth and possessed
advanced psychic powers. The spiders serve as a conduit for the return of the Elder Gods,
malevolent entities seeking to reclaim control over the planet. The Doctor’s adventure
takes a mystical turn when he encounters a young psychic girl, Sarah Jane Smith, who
becomes a significant companion and plays a crucial role in the story’s resolution.

The climax involves the Doctor confronting the spiders’ leader, a gigantic spider named
Kyon, and ultimately making a sacrificial choice to prevent the Elder Gods from enslaving
humanity. The serial concludes with the Doctor regenerating into his fourth incarnation, a
transition that is both narrative and symbolic, representing renewal and change.

Structural Analysis

The serial’s structure employs a classic hero’s journey, with the Doctor facing escalating
threats, uncovering hidden truths, and confronting his own limitations. The pacing
balances suspenseful action with moments of introspection and spiritual reflection. The
narrative’s layered approach—blending science fiction, mysticism, and adventure—creates
a compelling tapestry that sustains viewer engagement across six episodes.

Thematic Exploration

Science Fiction Meets Mysticism

One of the most distinctive features of "Planet of the Spiders" is its synthesis of science
fiction concepts with mystical and spiritual themes. While "Doctor Who" often emphasizes
technological and scientific explanations, this serial delves deeply into psychic
phenomena, ancient mythology, and spiritual awakening.



The spiders symbolize primal fears but also represent a link to ancient wisdom, suggesting
that knowledge and power are intertwined with spiritual consciousness. The Doctor’s
confrontation with these entities underscores a recurring theme in the series: the
importance of understanding and respecting ancient truths, even when they challenge
modern scientific paradigms.

Transformation and Regeneration

The serial’s climax, involving the Doctor’s regeneration, is emblematic of themes of
transformation and renewal. The Doctor’s physical change signifies not only a new actor
taking over the role but also a symbolic transition—an acknowledgment that change is
inevitable, and embracing it is essential for growth.

Moreover, the spiritual awakening of Sarah Jane and other characters hints at a broader
message about personal evolution and the pursuit of higher understanding. The serial
posits that confronting our fears and embracing change can lead to enlightenment and
liberation.

Good vs. Evil

The narrative pits the Doctor’s compassionate, scientific approach against the malevolent
intentions of the Elder Gods and their earthly servants. The spiders, while terrifying, are
portrayed with complexity—they are neither purely evil nor purely victims but part of a
larger cosmic balance. The story explores moral ambiguity, emphasizing that
understanding and compassion are vital tools in combating darkness.

Characters and Performances

The Third Doctor

Jon Pertwee’s portrayal of the Third Doctor is characterized by his wit, resourcefulness,
and a touch of aristocratic charm. In "Planet of the Spiders," his character is at a pivotal
point—facing mortality and the need for spiritual growth. Pertwee’s performance
combines scientific reasoning with a growing awareness of mystical forces, embodying the
serial’s thematic duality.

Sarah Jane Smith

Introducing Sarah Jane Smith, played by Elisabeth Sladen, "Planet of the Spiders" marks



her debut as one of the series’” most beloved companions. Her psychic abilities and
courage make her a vital ally. Sladen’s portrayal of Sarah Jane is both intelligent and
empathetic, establishing her as a relatable and inspiring figure who would go on to
become an iconic part of the "Doctor Who" universe.

Antagonists: The Spiders and Elder Gods

The antagonistic forces—particularly the giant spiders and the Elder Gods—are crafted
with a blend of practical effects and puppetry, reflecting the limitations and ingenuity of
1970s TV production. The spiders, especially Kyon, are memorable for their menacing
presence, combining animatronics with puppetry to create an effective sense of horror.

The Elder Gods, represented through mystical symbols and psychic projections, serve as a
cosmic threat that elevates the serial beyond a simple monster story, tapping into fears of
ancient, unknowable forces.

Special Effects and Production Design

Practical Effects and Puppetry

Given the era of production, "Planet of the Spiders" relies heavily on practical effects,
puppetry, and makeup. The giant spiders, particularly Kyon, are achieved through a
combination of puppetry and mechanical design, which, while somewhat limited by
contemporary standards, remain effective in conveying menace.

The use of matte paintings and set design enhances the otherworldly atmosphere,
especially in scenes depicting the mystical dimensions and ancient ruins. The visual effects
serve as a testament to the craftsmanship of the time and contribute significantly to the
serial’s eerie tone.

Atmosphere and Cinematography

The serial employs moody lighting, atmospheric shots, and close-up cinematography to
evoke suspense and mysticism. The depiction of the mountain landscape, the spider’s lair,
and the mystical symbols create a sense of ancient power lurking beneath the surface of
modern life.



Legacy and Cultural Impact

Influence on "Doctor Who" and Beyond

"Planet of the Spiders" is often regarded as one of the standout serials of the classic era,
partly due to its ambitious blending of genres and themes. It marked the end of Pertwee’s
tenure and set the tone for the Fourth Doctor’s era, which would incorporate more
fantastical elements.

The serial’s themes of spiritual awakening and the importance of understanding ancient
wisdom have influenced subsequent stories in the franchise. Its depiction of psychic
phenomena and mystical entities resonated with audiences and inspired later narratives
exploring similar concepts.

Fan Reception and Critical Appraisal

While some critics have noted the limitations of the special effects, many fans cherish
"Planet of the Spiders" for its compelling storytelling, memorable characters, and thematic
depth. Elisabeth Sladen’s debut as Sarah Jane Smith remains a highlight, as does
Pertwee’s performance and the serial’s culminating regeneration scene.

The serial is often cited in discussions about the evolution of "Doctor Who," illustrating
how the series has consistently balanced science fiction with mythic storytelling.

Conclusion: A Classic That Transcends Time

Doctor Who: Planet of the Spiders exemplifies the richness and versatility of the "Doctor
Who" franchise. Its melding of science fiction, mysticism, and character-driven storytelling
creates a narrative that is both entertaining and thought-provoking. The serial’s influence
persists, inspiring new generations of fans and creators alike.

As a swan song for Jon Pertwee’s Doctor, it embodies themes of change, spiritual growth,
and the enduring battle between darkness and light. Its legacy endures as a testament to
the series’ ability to explore profound themes within the framework of adventure and
imagination. Whether viewed as a nostalgic classic or a daring experiment in storytelling,
"Planet of the Spiders" remains a vital chapter in the annals of science fiction television.
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doctor who planet of the spiders: Doctor Who and the Planet of the Spiders ... Terrance
Dicks, Robert Sloman, 1980

doctor who planet of the spiders: Doctor Who BBC Worldwide, 1991-04-01

doctor who planet of the spiders: Doctor Who: Whotopia Jonathan Morris, Simon Guerrier,
Una McCormack, 2023-11-16 Welcome to the Whoniverse. First stop: everywhere. Six decades may
only be a handful of heartbeats to a Time Lord, but for Doctor Who it's the adventure of several
lifetimes. Evolving over 60 years, the world's longest-running sci-fi TV show has gifted us a universe
of menacing monsters and unforgettable heroes. You might even call it a ‘Whotopia'. Now you can
roam free through the Doctor's dimension as never before in this special commemorative book for
Doctor Who's diamond anniversary. Join all the Doctors as each tells their own story. Learn about
their legions of legendary allies - and hear from the monsters' own mouths about what makes them
tick. Find danger on alien worlds and threats here on Earth in all eras. And explore the gadgets,
robots, spaceships, computers and mind-blowing creations that crowd the never-ending corridors of
Whotopia. Crammed with exciting new images and in full colour throughout, Whotopia: The Ultimate
Guide to the Whoniverse is the essential celebration of 60 years of Doctor Who.

doctor who planet of the spiders: Doctor Who-Guide 1/3 compiled from Wikipedia pages
and published by Dr Googelberg, 2012-08-07 Almost everything about the good doctor, his
companions and travels, his enemies and friends. Additionally the actors etc. Part three contains all
summaries of all TV episodes. Compiled from Wikipedia pages and published by Dr Googelberg.

doctor who planet of the spiders: Doctor Who: Who-ology Cavan Scott, Mark Wright,
2013-06-07 Test your knowledge of the last Time Lord and the worlds he’s visited in Who-ology, an
unforgettable journey through over 50 years of Doctor Who. Packed with facts, figures and stories
from the show’s galactic run, this unique tour of space and time takes you from Totters Lane to
Heaven itself, taking in guides to UNIT call signs, details of the inner workings of sonic
screwdrivers, and a reliability chart covering every element of the TARDIS. Now fully updated to
cover everything through to the 12th Doctor's final episode, and with tables, charts and illustrations
dotted throughout, as well as fascinating lists and exhaustive detail, you won't believe the wonders
that await.

doctor who planet of the spiders: The Doctor Who Programme Guide Jean-Marc Lofficier,
Jean-Marc, Randy Lofficier, 2003-05 The Doctor Who Programme Guide is the complete guide to
every Doctor Who story shown on television. The stories are listed in order of broadcasting, starting
with the first episode broadcast in 1963. Each entry includes the storyline, the cast list, and the
names of the producer, script editor, writer and director, and the details of novelizations, video and
audio cassette releases. This indispensable guide first appeared over twenty years ago, and
immediately established itself as the single, most important reference work about Doctor Who. THE
bible to an entire generation of [Doctor Who] fans on both sides of the Atlantic. --Andrew Pixley,
Celestial Toyroom A real treat for Doctor Who buffs. --David McDonnell, Starlog It sits invaluably
upon every fan's bookshelf and is a constant source of reference. --Gary Russell, Doctor Who
Monthly A remarkable work of...dedicated scholarship. --Barry Letts, Producer, Doctor Who

doctor who planet of the spiders: The Doctor Who Discontinuity Guide Paul Cornell,
Martin Day, Keith Topping, 2013-10-31 When it was originally published, the Discontinuity Guide
was the first attempt to bring together all of the various fictional information seen in BBC TV's
DOCTOR WHO, and then present it in a coherent narrative. Often copied but never matched, this is
the perfect guide to the 'classic' Doctors. Fulffs, goofs, double entendres, fashion victims,
technobabble, dialogue disasters: these are just some of the headings under which every story in the
Doctor's first twenty-seven years of his career is analysed. Despite its humorous tone, the book has a
serious purpose. Apart from drawing attention to the errors and absurdities that are among the most
loveable features of DOCTOR WHO, this reference book provides a complete analysis of the
story-by-story creation of the Doctor Who Universe. One sample story, Pyramids of Mars, yields the
following gems: TECHNOBABBLE: a crytonic particle accelerator, a relative continuum stabiliser,
and triobiphysics. DIALOGUE TRIUMPHS: 'I'm a Time Lord... You don't understand the implications.




I'm not a human being. I walk in eternity.' CONTINUITY: the doctor is about 750 years old at this
point, and has apparently aged 300 years since Tomb of the Cybermen. He ages about another 300
years between this story and the seventh' Doctor's Time and the Rani. An absolute must for every
Doctor Who fan, this new edition of the classic reference guide has not been updated at all for the
50th anniversary.

doctor who planet of the spiders: Doctor Who and Philosophy Courtland Lewis, Paula J.
Smithka, 2010 Philosophers look at the deeper issues raised by the adventures of Doctor Who, the
main character in the long-running science fiction TV series of the same name.

doctor who planet of the spiders: The Doctor Who Error Finder R.H. Langley, 2024-10-14 In
its long television run, the low-budget but beloved science fiction serial Dr. Who featured numerous
bloopers that producers could not afford to reshoot. Today, spotting and discussing those bloopers
has become a favorite pastime for fans seeking answers to penetrating questions: When was the
First Doctor on a slight exploitation? What does the Second Doctor call the sectional supply unit?
When does the Third Doctor mistake a silicate rod for a silicon rod? What is hanging from the Fourth
Doctor's nose when is in a cell on Traken? How does the Fifth Doctor accomplish his disappearing
hat trick? Where does the Sixth Doctor believe Peri's heart and liver are located? What does the
Seventh Doctor do when Ray asks what he is doing? Why does the Eighth Doctor not know the
difference between Twelve and Thirteen? This work is the largest existing collection of errors
appearing in Doctor Who, from every episode of the original television series, the movies, and the
spin-offs. Presenting over 4000 errors and about 1500 other items of interest to fans, it includes
transmitted bloopers such as microphones or equipment visible in a shot, obvious strings,
anachronisms, unsteady sets, and actors having trouble walking. This book not only presents
previously unrecorded bloopers, but also corrects errors in others lists and even refutes
well-established blooper claims. The work guides the reader through the stories of each Doctor (first
to eighth). Information on each story begins with the official BBC code and title, alternate titles,
writers and directors, media examined in creating this list, running times, highlights, questions to
keep in mind, and then information on the individual episodes. For each episode, the work provides
information on the date of first transmission and a list of errors and trivia, each with its approximate
time within the episode. The book also lists errors from the untransmitted parts of the pilot episode
and Shada, and concludes with the Forgotten Doctor and related programs such as K-9 and
Company, Dimensions in Time, and The Curse of the Fatal Death.

doctor who planet of the spiders: Doctor Who: Whodle Roland Hall, Doctor Who,
2024-10-17 Join your favourite Time Lord (every one of them!) as a whole host of puzzling mysteries
await . . . Which of three possible substances would make the best weapon against a Dalek? How can
you tell which mannequin is an Auton? Where in the universe is the Master hiding? Travel through
space and time, and across worlds, ships and space stations, as you crack clues, make deductions
and solve cases. Using your puzzling powers of logic (plus maybe a sonic screwdriver and some
physic paper), it’s down to YOU to help the Doctor and their companions fight monsters and save the
day.

doctor who planet of the spiders: Doctor Who Mark Campbell, Kim Newman, 2011-04-01 A
new, updated edition puts all the Doctors under the microscope—including Matt Smith—with facts,
figures and opinions on every Doctor Who story televised Doctor Who has seen many ups and downs
in its long and colorful history, and this guide tracks all of them. From humble beginnings in
November 1963 to its cancellation in 1989 and eventual resurrection in 2005, Doctor Who has
always been a quintessential element of sci-fi, and British popular culture. The spine-chilling theme
music, the multidimensional Tardis, the evil metallic Daleks, and the ever-changing face of the
Doctor himself have become trademarks of the program's witty, eclectic style. Over the years Doctor
Who has embraced such diverse genres as science fiction, horror, westerns, history, romance,
adventure, and comedy—but has never strayed from its first and most important remit: telling damn
good stories. Eleven Doctors, a multitude of companions, and a veritable cornucopia of monsters and
villains: the show has it all. This guide includes sections on TV, radio, cinema, stage, and internet



spin-offs; novels and audio adventures; missing episodes; and an extensive website listing and
bibliography.

doctor who planet of the spiders: Fury From The Deep - A Relic of the Old Time Alan
Hayes,

doctor who planet of the spiders: Regeneration: The Changing Style of Doctor Who: An
Unofficial and Unauthorised Analysis D. G. Saunders, 2020-02-26 For over fifty years, the BBC's
Doctor Who has taken viewers on adventures across time and space. At the same time, the
programme has crossed genres and styles. From science fiction to action, horror to comedy and back
again. Regeneration: The Changing Style of Doctor Who offers a penetrating looks at the way
different showrunners, producers and script editors shaped the Time Lord's adventures. Analysing
each era in sequence, it looks at story styles, the character of the Doctor and his intrepid
companions, and the nature of the villains and monsters they faced, as well as the portrayal of the
Time Lords. An essential guide both for new fans wanting a primer on the programme's history and
for longstanding enthusiasts seeking a fresh perspective on eras they thought they knew.

doctor who planet of the spiders: A Critical History of Doctor Who on Television John
Kenneth Muir, 2015-09-15 Since its inception in November 1963, the British science fiction
television series Doctor Who has exerted an enormous impact on the world of science fiction (over
1,500 books have been written about the show). The series follows the adventures of a mysterious
Time Lord from the distant planet Gallifrey who travels through time and space to fight evil and
injustice. Along the way, he has visited Rome under the rule of Nero, played backgammon with
Kublai Khan, and participated in the mythic gunfight at the O.K. Corral. Predating the Star Trek
phenomenon by three years, Doctor Who seriously dealt with continuing characters, adult genre
principles and futuristic philosophies. Critical and historical examinations of the ideas, philosophies,
conceits and morals put forth in the Doctor Who series, which ran for 26 seasons and 159 episodes,
are provided here. Also analyzed are thematic concepts, genre antecedents, the overall
cinematography and the special effects of the long-running cult favorite. The various incarnations of
Doctor Who, including television, stage, film, radio, and spin-offs are discussed. In addition, the book
provides an extensive listing of print, Internet, and fan club resources for Doctor Who.

doctor who planet of the spiders: Religion and Doctor Who Andrew Crome, James F.
McGrath, 2013-11-14 Doctor Who has always contained a rich current of religious themes and ideas.
In its very first episode it asked how humans rationalize the seemingly supernatural, as two
snooping schoolteachers refused to accept that the TARDIS was real. More recently it has toyed with
the mystery of Doctor's real name, perhaps an echo of ancient religions and rituals in which
knowledge of the secret name of a god, angel or demon was thought to grant a mortal power over
the entity. But why does Doctor Who intersect with religion so often, and what do such instances tell
us about the society that produces the show and the viewers who engage with it? The writers of
Religion and Doctor Who: Time and Relative Dimensions in Faith attempt to answer these questions
through an in-depth analysis of the various treatments of religion throughout every era of the show's
history. While the majority of chapters focus on the television show Doctor Who, the authors also
look at audios, novels, and the response of fandom. Their analyses--all written in an accessible but
academically thorough style--reveal that examining religion in a long-running series such as Doctor
Who can contribute to a number of key debates within faith communities and religious history. Most
importantly, it provides another way of looking at why Doctor Who continues to inspire, to engage,
and to excite generations of passionate fans, whatever their position on faith. The contributors are
drawn from the UK, the USA, and Australia, and their approaches are similarly diverse. Chapters
have been written by film scholars and sociologists; theologians and historians; rhetoricians,
philosophers and anthropologists. Some write from the perspective of a particular faith or belief;
others write from the perspective of no religious belief. All, however, demonstrate a solid knowledge
of and affection for the brilliance of Doctor Who.

doctor who planet of the spiders: Doctor Who and the Art of Adaptation Marcus K.
Harmes, 2014-05-01 Although it started as a British television show with a small but devoted fan



base, Doctor Who has grown in popularity and now appeals to audiences around the world. In the
fifty-year history of the program, Doctor Who’s producers and scriptwriters have drawn on a
dizzying array of literary sources and inspirations. Elements from Homer, classic literature, gothic
horror, swashbucklers, Jacobean revenge tragedies, Orwellian dystopias, Westerns, and the novels
of Agatha Christie and Evelyn Waugh have all been woven into the fabric of the series. One famous
storyline from the mid-1970s was rooted in the Victoriana of authors like H. Rider Haggard and
Arthur Conan Doyle, and another was a virtual remake of Anthony Hope’s The Prisoner of
Zenda—with robots! In Doctor Who and the Art of Adaptation: Fifty Years of Storytelling, Marcus
Harmes looks at the show’s frequent exploration of other sources to create memorable episodes.
Harmes observes that adaptation in Doctor Who is not just a matter of transferring literary works to
the screen, but of bringing a diversity of texts into dialogue with the established mythology of the
series as well as with longstanding science fiction tropes. In this process, original stories are not just
resituated, but transformed into new works. Harmes considers what this approach reveals about
adaptation, television production, the art of storytelling, and the long-term success and cultural
resonance enjoyed by Doctor Who. Doctor Who and the Art of Adaptation will be of interest to
students of literature and television alike, and to scholars interested in adaptation studies. It will
also appeal to fans of the series interested in tracing the deep cultural roots of television’s
longest-running and most literate science-fiction adventure.

doctor who planet of the spiders: The Doctor Who Quiz Book Paul Andrews, 2012-10-12 How
well do you know Doctor Who? This Quiz book will test even the most avid fan, with questions that
span all eleven incarnations of the Doctor, his companions and enemies! Test yourself and your
friends with this Doctor Who Quiz Book.

doctor who planet of the spiders: Watching Doctor Who Paul Booth, Craig Owen Jones,
2020-02-20 Watching Doctor Who explores fandom's changing attitudes towards Doctor Who. Why
do fans love an episode one year but deride it a decade later? How do fans' values of Doctor Who
change over time? As a show with an over fifty-year history, Doctor Who helps us understand the
changing nature of notions of 'value' and 'quality' in popular television. The authors interrogate the
way Doctor Who fans and audiences re-interpret the value of particular episodes, Doctors,
companions, and eras of Who. With a foreword by Paul Cornell.

doctor who planet of the spiders: Unofficial Doctor Who Cameron K. McEwan, 2015-04-06
Unofficial Doctor Who covers the past fifty years of Doctor Who, including doppelgangers,
regenerations, Gallifrey adventures, highest-rated episodes, behind-the-scenes info, and loads more.

doctor who planet of the spiders: Deleuze's Cinema Books David Deamer, 2016-09-08
Deleuze's two Cinema books explore film through the creation of a series of philosophical concepts.
Not only bewildering in number, Deleuze's writing procedures mean his exegesis is both complex
and elusive. Three questions emerge: What are the underlying principles of the taxonomy? How
many concepts are there, and what do they describe? How might each be used in engaging with a
film?David Deamer's book is the first to fully respond to these three questions, unearthing the
philosophies inspiring Deleuze's classifications, exploring every concept and reading a film for each.
Clearly and concisely mapping the Cinema books for newcomers to Deleuzian film studies, Deamer
also opens up new areas of enquiry for expert readers.
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