
daphne du maurier rebecca
daphne du maurier rebecca is a name that resonates deeply within the realm of classic
literature and Gothic fiction. As the author of the iconic novel Rebecca, du Maurier's work
has captivated readers for generations, establishing her as one of the most influential
writers of the 20th century. Her masterful storytelling, atmospheric prose, and complex
characters have secured her a lasting legacy in literary history. This article explores the life
of Daphne du Maurier, her famous work Rebecca, its themes and impact, and her broader
contributions to literature.

Who Was Daphne du Maurier?

Early Life and Background
Daphne du Maurier was born on May 13, 1907, in London, England, into a family with a rich
literary and artistic heritage. Her father, Sir Gerald du Maurier, was a renowned actor and
manager, and her grandfather was the famous novelist George du Maurier. Growing up in
an environment filled with creativity and storytelling, Daphne developed a fascination with
literature from a young age.

Career Beginnings
Initially, du Maurier’s career started with short stories and articles, but her breakthrough
came with her first novel, The Loving Spirit, published in 1931. Over the years, she built a
reputation as a talented novelist, exploring themes of suspense, romance, and the
supernatural. Her writing style combined lush descriptions with psychological depth,
making her stories both engaging and haunting.

Legacy and Influence
Daphne du Maurier’s influence extends beyond her novels. She inspired countless writers,
filmmakers, and artists, with adaptations of her works spanning film, television, and
theatre. Her ability to craft moody, atmospheric settings and complex characters has made
her works timeless.

Overview of Rebecca

The Plot Summary
Published in 1938, Rebecca is a Gothic novel that tells the story of an unnamed young
woman who marries a wealthy widower, Maxim de Winter, and moves to his estate,
Manderley. The new Mrs. de Winter finds herself overshadowed by Rebecca, Maxim’s first



wife, whose memory and presence still haunt the mansion. As secrets about Rebecca’s past
unfold, the young bride must confront her fears and her own identity.

Why Rebecca Became an Iconic Work
Rebecca quickly became a bestseller and is considered du Maurier’s masterpiece. Its
success can be attributed to its compelling narrative, richly detailed setting, and
exploration of themes like jealousy, identity, and the power of memory. The novel’s
atmospheric tone and suspenseful plot have made it a favorite for adaptations and
scholarly analysis.

Themes and Symbolism in Rebecca

Love and Obsession
At its core, Rebecca explores the complexities of love and obsession. The young bride’s
feelings of inadequacy and her desire to live up to Rebecca’s memory create a tense
psychological landscape. The novel examines how obsession can distort reality and
influence behavior.

Identity and Self-Discovery
The protagonist’s journey is also one of self-discovery. She begins as a tentative,
inexperienced woman and gradually asserts her identity amid the shadows of Rebecca’s
legacy. The theme underscores the importance of self-awareness and authenticity.

Memory and the Past
Memory plays a crucial role, with the past shaping the present and often dictating
characters’ actions. The mysterious aura surrounding Rebecca’s character emphasizes how
the past can dominate the present, especially in Gothic settings.

Symbolism of Manderley
The estate, Manderley, symbolizes the house of memories and the haunting influence of the
past. Its grandeur and eventual destruction mirror the protagonist’s emotional journey and
the liberation from Rebecca’s shadow.

Impact of Rebecca on Literature and Popular
Culture



Literary Significance
Rebecca is regarded as a quintessential Gothic novel, blending romance with psychological
horror. Its narrative techniques, such as the use of an unreliable narrator and atmospheric
descriptions, have influenced countless writers and genre fiction.

Film and Theatre Adaptations
The novel’s popularity led to numerous adaptations, most notably Alfred Hitchcock’s 1940
film Rebecca, which won the Academy Award for Best Picture. The story has also been
adapted into stage productions, radio plays, and television series, ensuring its relevance
across different media.

Enduring Popularity and Cultural References
The phrase “Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again,” from the novel’s opening, has
become iconic. The story’s themes continue to resonate, inspiring modern reinterpretations
and adaptations in contemporary media.

Other Works by Daphne du Maurier

Major Novels and Short Stories
While Rebecca remains her most famous work, du Maurier authored numerous other
notable books, including:

Jamaica Inn (1936): A Gothic tale set in Cornwall involving smuggling and superstition.

The Birds (1952): A collection of short stories, including the famous story that inspired
Hitchcock’s film.

Frenchman’s Creek (1941): A romantic adventure set in Cornwall during the
Napoleonic Wars.

My Cousin Rachel (1951): A psychological thriller involving love, suspicion, and
deception.

Themes Across Her Works
Daphne du Maurier’s writings often focus on:

Gothic atmospheres and settings

Complex female protagonists



Supernatural elements and suspense

Historical and romantic themes

Why Read Daphne du Maurier Today?

Timeless Appeal
Du Maurier’s stories continue to captivate readers because of their rich atmosphere,
complex characters, and exploration of universal themes like love, fear, and identity.

Influence on Modern Fiction
Many contemporary writers cite du Maurier as an inspiration, especially those working in
the Gothic, mystery, and psychological thriller genres.

Educational and Literary Value
Her works serve as excellent examples of atmospheric storytelling, character development,
and narrative craftsmanship, making them valuable for literary study.

Conclusion
Daphne du Maurier’s Rebecca remains a cornerstone of Gothic literature, blending
suspense, romance, and psychological depth in a haunting narrative set against the
backdrop of the mysterious Manderley estate. Her ability to create immersive worlds filled
with complex characters and layered symbolism has cemented her legacy as one of the
most influential authors of her time. Whether you’re a fan of classic Gothic tales,
psychological thrillers, or beautifully written stories, exploring du Maurier’s work offers a
timeless journey into the depths of human emotion and the shadows of the past. Her
stories continue to inspire adaptations, scholarly analysis, and a devoted readership,
ensuring that her contribution to literature endures for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of Daphne du Maurier's novel
'Rebecca'?
'Rebecca' tells the story of a young, inexperienced woman who marries a wealthy widower
and moves to his estate, Manderley. She struggles with the lingering presence of Rebecca,



his first wife, whose memory influences everyone at the estate, leading to secrets and
revelations that change her life.

How does Daphne du Maurier's 'Rebecca' differ from the
film adaptations?
While film adaptations, especially Hitchcock's 1940 version, closely follow the novel's plot,
some differences include omitted characters and scenes, and variations in tone and
emphasis. The novel provides more internal thoughts and psychological depth, which some
adaptations simplify.

What inspired Daphne du Maurier to write 'Rebecca'?
Daphne du Maurier was inspired by her interest in Gothic fiction, her own experiences with
estate houses, and her fascination with the themes of love, mystery, and the haunting
presence of the past. The novel was also influenced by her visits to Cornwall and her love of
storytelling.

Why is 'Rebecca' considered a classic of Gothic
literature?
'Rebecca' is considered a Gothic classic due to its atmospheric setting, themes of mystery,
obsession, and the supernatural, as well as its exploration of complex characters and dark
secrets, all set within the eerie, brooding atmosphere of Manderley.

How has Daphne du Maurier's 'Rebecca' influenced
popular culture?
'Rebecca' has influenced numerous works of literature, film, and television, inspiring
adaptations, references in other stories, and the development of Gothic and romantic
tropes. Its iconic imagery and themes continue to resonate in popular culture.

What are some major themes explored in 'Rebecca'?
Major themes include obsession, memory, identity, the power of the past, love and
jealousy, and the contrast between appearance and reality, all set against the backdrop of
Gothic suspense.

Who are the main characters in 'Rebecca'?
The main characters are the unnamed narrator (the second Mrs. de Winter), Maxim de
Winter, Rebecca (the first wife, though deceased), Mrs. Danvers, and Jack Favell.

What is the significance of Manderley in 'Rebecca'?
Manderley symbolizes the haunting presence of Rebecca and the past. It is a character
itself, representing memory, obsession, and the power of history over the present.



Has Daphne du Maurier written other notable works
besides 'Rebecca'?
Yes, Daphne du Maurier authored several other notable books, including 'Jamaica Inn,'
'Frenchman's Creek,' 'The Birds' (short story), and 'My Cousin Rachel,' many of which also
feature Gothic elements and suspense.

Why does 'Rebecca' remain popular and relevant today?
'Rebecca' endures due to its timeless themes of love, identity, and the haunting influence
of the past, as well as its atmospheric writing, complex characters, and compelling
storytelling, making it a perennial favorite among readers and scholars.

Additional Resources
Daphne du Maurier's Rebecca: An In-Depth Exploration of a Gothic Classic

When discussing the timeless works of Gothic fiction, few novels resonate with readers as
profoundly as Daphne du Maurier's Rebecca. Published in 1938, this compelling tale of love,
obsession, and psychological tension has cemented its place as a literary masterpiece. Its
enduring popularity lies not only in its captivating narrative but also in the rich layers of
symbolism, character complexity, and atmospheric setting that du Maurier masterfully
weaves throughout the story. In this guide, we will delve into the intricacies of Rebecca,
exploring its plot, themes, characters, and its lasting impact on literature and popular
culture.

---

The Origins and Context of Daphne du Maurier's Rebecca

Before diving into the novel's analysis, understanding its origins provides vital insight into
its thematic depth and stylistic nuances.

Daphne du Maurier: The Author Behind Rebecca

- Background: Daphne du Maurier was a British novelist and short story writer, renowned
for her ability to craft suspenseful, atmospheric narratives rooted in her Cornish
surroundings.
- Influences: Her fascination with Gothic tales, combined with her own experiences of love
and loss, inform much of her work.
- Reputation: Dubbed the queen of atmospheric storytelling, du Maurier's works often
explore the darker facets of human nature and the power of memory.

The Creation of Rebecca

- Inspired by a trip to Monte Carlo and a chance encounter with a woman who was rumored
to have been a mistress, du Maurier conceived the story of Rebecca.
- The novel was initially conceived as a short story but evolved into a full-length novel that
would captivate readers worldwide.



- Its publication marked a turning point in her career, establishing her as a major literary
figure.

---

Plot Overview: The Narrative Arc of Rebecca

Rebecca tells the story of an unnamed young woman who falls in love with a wealthy
widower, Maxim de Winter, and becomes mistress of the grand Manderley estate. However,
the shadows of Rebecca, Maxim’s first wife, loom large, shaping the narrator's identity and
experiences.

Key Plot Points

- The Beginning: The young protagonist, working as a companion, meets the charismatic
Maxim de Winter and they marry after a brief courtship.
- Manderley and the Shadow of Rebecca: Upon arriving at Manderley, the new Mrs. de
Winter feels overshadowed by Rebecca's memory—her beauty, charm, and social standing.
- The Mystery of Rebecca: The story unfolds with the narrator uncovering Rebecca's secret
life, her true nature, and the circumstances surrounding her death.
- Climax and Resolution: The revelation of Rebecca’s true character and the confrontation
at Manderley lead to a dramatic climax, culminating in the destruction of the estate and the
protagonists’ renewed hope for the future.

---

Themes and Symbolism in Rebecca

Daphne du Maurier's Rebecca is layered with themes that explore human psychology,
societal expectations, and the nature of identity. Below are some of the central themes and
their symbolic implications.

1. Identity and Self-Perception

- The narrator’s struggle with her sense of self is a core theme, symbolized by her
transformation from an insecure girl into a confident woman.
- Rebecca’s dominant presence symbolizes the oppressive influence of the past and societal
expectations.

2. The Power of the Past and Memory

- The novel underscores how the past shapes the present, often haunting characters
emotionally and psychologically.
- Manderley's estate acts as a symbol of memory, with Rebecca’s shadow lingering over
every corner.

3. Love and Obsession

- The story explores the fine line between love and obsession, especially through Maxim’s
complex feelings toward Rebecca.
- The narrator’s infatuation with Rebecca's idealized image reflects societal obsession with



appearances and perfection.

4. Class and Social Status

- The disparity between the narrator’s modest background and Rebecca’s aristocratic
persona highlights class tensions.
- Manderley itself embodies the grandeur and decadence associated with the upper class.

5. Gothic Atmosphere and Setting

- The moody, windswept Cornish coast and the imposing Manderley estate set the Gothic
tone, emphasizing themes of confinement and mystery.
- The natural environment mirrors the internal turmoil of characters.

---

Character Analysis: The Heart of Rebecca

Understanding the novel’s characters illuminates its themes and emotional depth.

The Narrator (Mrs. de Winter)

- An unnamed protagonist initially insecure and naïve.
- Represents the universal struggle with self-identity and confidence.
- Evolves into a more assertive individual by the novel’s end.

Maxim de Winter

- A brooding, complex figure haunted by his past.
- His love for Rebecca is intertwined with guilt and regret.
- His character explores themes of repression and emotional vulnerability.

Rebecca

- The enigmatic first wife, whose presence dominates the novel.
- Embodies beauty, charm, and manipulation.
- Her true nature is slowly revealed, challenging initial perceptions.

Mrs. Danvers

- The sinister housekeeper loyal to Rebecca.
- Represents obsession, loyalty, and the destructive power of the past.
- Her manipulation underscores the novel’s Gothic tension.

---

Literary Techniques and Style

Daphne du Maurier's Rebecca is renowned for her evocative prose and mastery of Gothic
storytelling devices.



Atmospheric Setting

- Vivid descriptions of Manderley and the Cornish landscape create an immersive
environment.
- The weather often reflects mood—stormy seas and fogs heighten suspense.

Symbolism

- Rebecca’s portrait symbolizes her lingering influence.
- The boat accident and the fire at Manderley serve as pivotal symbols of change and
liberation.

Narrative Structure

- The novel is narrated in the first person, offering an intimate perspective.
- The use of flashbacks reveals key plot points gradually, maintaining suspense.

Language and Tone

- Du Maurier’s prose combines elegance with a sense of foreboding.
- The tone shifts from romantic to sinister, aligning with the novel’s Gothic roots.

---

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Rebecca has transcended its original form through numerous adaptations, cementing its
place in popular culture.

Film and Television

- Alfred Hitchcock’s 1940 film adaptation is arguably the most famous, winning multiple
Oscars.
- Subsequent adaptations include radio dramas, stage productions, and modern films.

Literary Influence

- Inspired countless Gothic and psychological novels.
- Its themes of obsession and psychological manipulation continue to resonate.

Cultural References

- The phrase “Rebecca effect” is sometimes used to describe the lingering influence of a
past relationship.
- Manderley remains an iconic symbol of Gothic grandeur.

---

Why Rebecca Continues to Enchant Readers

The enduring appeal of Daphne du Maurier's Rebecca lies in its universal themes, richly



drawn characters, and atmospheric storytelling. Its exploration of identity, love, and the
haunting power of the past touches on fundamental human experiences. The novel’s Gothic
elements, combined with psychological depth, create a compelling narrative that invites
readers to reflect on the masks we wear and the shadows we carry.

---

Final Thoughts

In summary, Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier stands as a quintessential Gothic novel that
masterfully blends suspense, romance, and psychological insight. Its layered themes and
haunting atmosphere continue to captivate audiences, making it a must-read for lovers of
classic literature and Gothic fiction alike. Whether experiencing it for the first time or
revisiting its pages, readers are invited into a world where beauty and darkness intertwine,
leaving an indelible impression long after the story ends.

Daphne Du Maurier Rebecca

  daphne du maurier rebecca: Rebecca Daphne du Maurier, 2012-02-09 The bestselling classic
and masterpiece of psychological fiction 'The greatest psychological thriller of all time' ERIN KELLY
'The book every writer wishes they'd written' CLARE MACKINTOSH 'Excellent entertainment . . . du
Maurier created a scale by which modern women can measure their feelings' STEPHEN KING On a
trip to the South of France, the shy heroine of Rebecca falls in love with Maxim de Winter, a
handsome widower. Although his proposal comes as a surprise, she happily agrees to marry him. But
as they arrive at her husband's home, Manderley, a change comes over Maxim, and the young bride
is filled with dread. Friendless in the isolated mansion, she realises that she barely knows him. In
every corner of every room is the phantom of his beautiful first wife, Rebecca, and the new Mrs de
Winter walks in her shadow. Not since Jane Eyre has a heroine faced such difficulty with the other
woman. An international bestseller that has never gone out of print, Rebecca is the haunting story of
a young girl consumed by love and the struggle to find her identity. 'Rebecca is a masterpiece'
GUARDIAN 'This chilling, suspenseful tale is as fresh and readable as it was when it was first
written' DAILY TELEGRAPH
  daphne du maurier rebecca: Rebecca Dame Daphne Du Maurier, Daphne Du Maurier, 1938
For use in schools and libraries only. The new mistress of Manderley's Cornwall estate must
constantly compete with the memory of Maxim de Winter's first wife, Rebecca.
  daphne du maurier rebecca: Rebecca Daphne du Mourier, 2001 Story books
  daphne du maurier rebecca: The Rebecca Notebook Daphne du Maurier, 2013-12-17 Rebecca
was one of Daphne du Maurier's greatest bestsellers. It has been read all around the world, and in
many different languages. The book has been adapted for the theater, film, television, and even
opera. Now Daphne du Maurier reveals how it came to be written: its origins, its development, and
the directions its plot might have taken. The original outline of the novel is here, as well as the
original Epilogue. Daphne du Maurier also reveals how she first came upon Manebilly, the secret
house hidden away in Cornish woodland, that was to become the romantic setting of Rebecca: a
house which stood derelict, and which she lovingly restored. In her heartfelt memories...one hears
the genuine, thoughtful voice of a woman whose works have been loved by millions.-New York Times
  daphne du maurier rebecca: Notes on Daphne Du Maurier's "Rebecca." College of
Careers (Cape Town, South Africa), 1971
  daphne du maurier rebecca: Daphne Du Maurier's Rebecca Daphne DU MAURIER, 1996
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  daphne du maurier rebecca: Rebecca Daphne Du Maurier, 2002-07-30 For use in schools and
libraries only. The new mistress of Manderley's Cornwall estate must constantly compete with the
memory of Maxim de Winter's first wife, Rebecca.
  daphne du maurier rebecca: Rebecca Daphne Dame Du Maurier, 2000-01 Rebecca has been
dead for several months, but her sinister influence is still very much alive at Manderley, as Maxim
de Winter's second wife soon comes to realize. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
  daphne du maurier rebecca: A Study Guide for Daphne Du Maurier's Rebecca Cengage
Learning Gale, 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Daphne du Maurier's Rebecca, excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Novels for Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much
more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
  daphne du maurier rebecca: A Study Guide for Daphne Du Maurier's Rebecca Cengage
Learning Gale, 2015
  daphne du maurier rebecca: 蝴蝶梦 Daphne Du Maurier, 1992
  daphne du maurier rebecca: Body Matters Avril Horner, Angela Keane, 2000 Why do bodies
matter? Body Matters is a collection of essays by feminists working in literary and cultural studies
which addresses this question from a range of theoretical perspectives.
  daphne du maurier rebecca: Les Vestiges Du Gothique Catherine Lanone, 2004
  daphne du maurier rebecca: A Synopsis of Daphne Du Maurier's Rebecca , 1995
  daphne du maurier rebecca: The Female Body in Medicine and Literature Andrew Mangham,
Greta Depledge, 2013-08-15 Drawing on a range of texts from the seventeenth century to the
present, The Female Body in Medicine and Literature explores accounts of motherhood, fertility, and
clinical procedures for what they have to tell us about the development of women's medicine. The
essays here offer nuanced historical analyses of subjects that have received little critical attention,
including the relationship between gynecology and psychology and the influence of popular art
forms on so-called women's science prior to the twenty-first century. Taken together, these essays
offer a wealth of insight into the medical treatment of women and will appeal to scholars in gender
studies, literature, and the history of medicine.
  daphne du maurier rebecca: A Breath of Fresh Eyre Margarete Rubik, Elke
Mettinger-Schartmann, 2007 Contributions review a diverse range of works, from postcolonial
revision to postmodern fantasy, from imaginary after-lives to science fiction, from plays and
Hollywood movies to opera, from lithographs and illustrated editions to comics and graphic novels.
  daphne du maurier rebecca: The Popular & the Canonical David Johnson, 2005 This volume
ranges from the Second World War to the postmodern, considering issues of the 'popular' and the
competing criteria by which literature has been judged in the later twentieth century. As well as
tracing the transition from modernism to postmodernism, the authors guide students through
debates around the pleasures of the popular and the question of inter-relations between 'mass' and
'high' cultures. Drawing further upon issues of value and function raised in Aestheticism and
Modernism: Debating Twentieth-Century Literature 1900-1960, they examine contemporary literary
prizes and the activity of judgement involved in English Studies. This text can be used alongside the
other books in the series for a complete course on twentieth-century literature, or on its own as
essential reading for students of mid to late twentieth-century writing. Texts examined in detail
include: du Maurier's Rebecca, poetry by Ginsburg and O'Hara, Dick's Do Androids Dream of
Electric Sheep?, Puig's Kiss of the Spiderwoman, Beckett's Waiting for Godot, Heaney's New
Selected Poems 1966-1987, Gurnah's Paradise, Barker's The Ghost Road.
  daphne du maurier rebecca: Encyclopedia of Gothic Literature Mary Ellen Snodgrass,
2014-05-14 Presents an alphabetical reference guide detailing the lives and works of authors
associated with Gothic literature.
  daphne du maurier rebecca: My Mother's Wedding Dress Justine Picardie, 2008-12-01
Beginning with the story of her mother's wedding dress, a perfect black French cocktail dress
bought in 1960, writer and former Vogue editor Justine Picardie affirms what all of us may have



suspected: that the real value of our wardrobes lies in the history and associations woven into our
clothes. Combining tales of her own family and friends, intimate stories from the fashion business,
and reflections on clothes in literature and pop culture, Picardie uncovers the truths that lie
underneath what we wear. She reflects on the strange disappearance of garments we love; the
allure of uniforms; the house that Chanel built; the bridal and ghostly qualities of women in white;
the fate of a ring belonging to Charlotte Brontë; the power of scarlet clothing; how Donatella
Versace, Karl Lagerfeld, and Claude Montana dress themselves; and how the clothes we inherit from
loved ones link us to the departed. Rich with fascinating stories from the public and private worlds
of fashion, My Mother's Wedding Dress is a gorgeously written book about what clothes cover up,
and what they reveal. Justine Picardie is a journalist, novelist, and editor who lives in London. She is
the author of If the Spirit Moves You: Life and Love After Death and the novel Wish I May, and the
cowriter or editor of several other books. She was formerly the features editor of British Vogue and
editor of the Observer magazine.
  daphne du maurier rebecca: Little Read Daphne Du Maurier, 2003-05
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