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The American Civil War (1861–1865) was a pivotal turning point in United States history, not only
because of its brutal conflict over states' rights and slavery but also due to its profound implications
for the future of African Americans. One of the most significant yet often overlooked aspects of this
era was the movement of formerly enslaved people and freedmen toward resettlement, both within
the United States and beyond its borders. Black resettlement after the Civil War was driven by a
complex mix of motivations, including the desire for safety, economic stability, and political freedom,
as well as the pursuit of new opportunities in a rapidly changing nation.

In this article, we explore the historical context of black resettlement during and after the Civil War,
examine the major resettlement movements, and analyze their lasting impact on African American
history and the broader American society.
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