
the invention of tradition
The invention of tradition is a concept that has profoundly shaped our understanding of
cultural identity, social cohesion, and historical continuity. It explores how certain
practices, rituals, and customs, which we often perceive as ancient or timeless, are in fact
creations or reinventions that serve specific social, political, or ideological purposes. This
idea challenges the notion that traditions are static relics of the past, emphasizing instead
their dynamic and constructed nature. By analyzing the invention of tradition, we gain
insight into how societies forge collective identities, legitimize authority, and adapt to
changing circumstances through the deliberate creation or modification of cultural
practices.

Understanding the Concept of the Invention of Tradition

Origins and Theorization

The phrase "the invention of tradition" was popularized by historian Eric Hobsbawm and
sociologist Terence Ranger in their influential 1983 book The Invention of Tradition. They
argued that many traditions, which appear to be ancient and rooted in the past, are often
recent inventions or deliberate restructurings designed to serve particular social or
political agendas.

Hobsbawm and Ranger identified several key features of invented traditions:

- They often establish or symbolize social cohesion and collective identity.
- They are sometimes developed to legitimize institutions, authorities, or social
hierarchies.
- They can be created through formal ceremonies or informal practices.
- Their origins are often recent, even if they invoke a sense of antiquity.

Types of Inventions of Tradition

The invention of tradition can take various forms, including:

1. Explicitly Created Traditions: Rituals or practices deliberately designed to appear
historical or ancient.
2. Reconstructed Traditions: Rebuilding or reinterpreting old customs to fit contemporary
needs.
3. Reinvented Traditions: New practices that are framed as traditional, often to establish a
sense of continuity or legitimacy.
4. Resurrected Traditions: Revival of old customs that had fallen out of use but are
reintroduced to reinforce cultural identity.

Historical Examples of the Invention of Tradition

National Identities and State Formation

Many nations have crafted or reshaped traditions to foster a unified national identity.
Some notable examples include:



- The British Coronation Ceremony: While the ceremony appears centuries old, many
elements were standardized or formalized in the Victorian era, reflecting a constructed
tradition that reinforces monarchy's legitimacy.
- The French Revolution and Republican Rituals: The adoption of revolutionary symbols
and ceremonies, such as the Bastille Day celebrations, were designed to create a shared
sense of national history rooted in revolutionary ideals rather than medieval monarchy.
- Japanese Imperial Rituals: Post-World War II, Japan reinvented imperial rituals to
reconcile tradition with modern republican values, emphasizing continuity while reforming
the monarchy's role.

Cultural Practices and Social Norms

- The Pledge of Allegiance in the United States: Introduced in the late 19th century, it was
promoted as a patriotic tradition to foster national unity.
- The Changing of the Guard: Military ceremonies, like those at Buckingham Palace, often
incorporate elements that are modern reinterpretations of historical practices, creating a
sense of historical continuity.

Religious and Ritual Traditions

- Easter and Christmas Celebrations: Many aspects of these religious festivals have been
shaped or expanded in recent history to appeal to broader audiences or to reinforce
religious identity.
- Pilgrimages and Religious Processions: Some pilgrimages, such as the Camino de
Santiago, have been revived or reimagined to serve contemporary spiritual or tourism
interests.

The Functions and Purposes of Invented Traditions

Reinforcing Social Cohesion

By creating shared rituals and practices, societies foster a sense of belonging and
collective identity. Invented traditions often serve as symbols that unite diverse groups
under a common cultural banner.

Legitimation of Authority

Rulers and institutions frequently use invented traditions to legitimize their power. For
example:

- Monarchies may emphasize ancient ceremonies to reinforce divine right.
- Governments may promote national holidays and rituals to legitimize political regimes.

Negotiating Social Change

Invented traditions can also serve to integrate or adapt to social transformations, such as
modernization, globalization, or political upheaval. They provide continuity amid change
and help manage societal tensions.

Marketing and Commercialization



In modern times, the invention of tradition extends into commercial spheres, where
festivals, souvenirs, and cultural events are crafted to attract tourism and economic
activity while creating a sense of authenticity.

The Process of Inventing and Reinventing Traditions

Elements of the Process

The invention of tradition involves several key processes:

- Selection: Choosing specific elements or practices to emphasize.
- Reinterpretation: Framing practices as historically rooted or culturally significant.
- Standardization: Formalizing rituals to ensure consistency.
- Reinforcement: Promoting traditions through education, media, and institutions.

Challenges and Criticisms

- Authenticity Concerns: Critics argue that invented traditions may lack genuine historical
roots.
- Cultural Appropriation: The redefinition or commercialization of traditions can lead to
misrepresentation or exploitation.
- Political Manipulation: Invented traditions can serve ideological purposes, sometimes
marginalizing others or perpetuating exclusion.

The Impact of the Invention of Tradition on Modern Society

Shaping National and Cultural Identities

Invented traditions play a crucial role in constructing national narratives and cultural
identities. They help communities negotiate their history and envision their future.

Influencing Social and Political Structures

By reinforcing certain norms and hierarchies, invented traditions can uphold or challenge
existing social orders. They are often tools for political mobilization or social cohesion.

Contributing to Cultural Heritage and Tourism

Many invented traditions have become part of cultural heritage, attracting tourism and
fostering economic development. Their perceived authenticity adds value and appeal.

Conclusion

The invention of tradition is a powerful concept that reveals the dynamic and constructed
nature of cultural practices. Recognizing that many traditions are recent or deliberately
shaped helps us understand the ways societies create meaning and identity. Whether in
the context of nation-building, social cohesion, or cultural expression, the invention of
tradition demonstrates that our shared practices are often not simply inherited but
actively crafted to serve present needs. Appreciating this process allows us to critically
engage with cultural symbols and appreciate their significance in shaping our collective
lives.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the concept of 'the invention of tradition' in
cultural studies?
The 'invention of tradition' refers to the process by which certain customs, practices, or
beliefs are newly established or redefined to appear ancient or timeless, often to reinforce
social or political agendas.

Who popularized the term 'invention of tradition' and in
what context?
British historian Eric Hobsbawm popularized the term in his 1983 book 'The Invention of
Tradition,' analyzing how many traditions are modern constructs created for political or
social purposes.

How does the invention of tradition influence national
identity formation?
It influences national identity by creating shared symbols, rituals, or narratives that foster
a sense of unity and continuity, even if these elements are recently invented or modified.

Can you give an example of an invented tradition?
An example is the British Royal Custom of Trooping the Colour, which was formalized in
the 19th century but draws on older military practices to create a sense of historical
continuity.

What role does the invention of tradition play in post-
colonial societies?
In post-colonial societies, inventing or redefining traditions can serve to establish new
national identities, reclaim cultural heritage, or challenge colonial narratives.

How do scholars differentiate between genuine and
invented traditions?
Scholars look at the historical origins, continuity, and social function of practices; genuine
traditions tend to have long-standing historical roots, while invented ones are often recent



and purpose-driven.

Why is understanding the invention of tradition
important in contemporary culture?
Understanding it helps us critically analyze how cultural symbols are constructed, how
identity is shaped, and how power dynamics influence the creation and maintenance of
social practices.

Additional Resources
The Invention of Tradition: Unraveling the Fabric of Cultural Identity

In the bustling landscape of modern society, where customs and practices often seem
ancient and immutable, the concept of tradition itself reveals a surprisingly modern origin
story. The idea that traditions are timeless, handed down unaltered through generations,
has long been accepted as a given. Yet, a closer examination reveals that many of these
customs are, in fact, recent inventions—crafted, reshaped, and sometimes entirely
fabricated to serve particular social, political, or cultural purposes. This phenomenon,
known as the invention of tradition, is a compelling lens through which to understand how
societies construct and reconstruct their identities.

This article delves into the intricate history of the invention of tradition, exploring its
origins, mechanisms, and implications. By adopting an analytical tone akin to a product
review or expert feature, we will scrutinize key examples, theoretical frameworks, and the
ongoing relevance of this phenomenon in contemporary culture.

---

Understanding the Concept: What Is the
Invention of Tradition?

The phrase "invention of tradition" gained prominence through the groundbreaking work
of historian Eric Hobsbawm and sociologist Terence Ranger in their 1983 edited volume
The Invention of Tradition. They argued that many of the customs and practices we
consider ancient are, in fact, modern constructs designed to legitimize authority, foster
social cohesion, or promote national identity.

Definition and Core Principles

At its core, the invention of tradition refers to the process by which new practices are
created or existing ones are reshaped with the appearance of antiquity and continuity.
These are not spontaneous or purely organic developments but are often deliberately
crafted, sometimes with political or ideological motives.

Key principles include:



- Continuity and Discontinuity: Invented traditions may claim historical roots, but often
they are recent innovations presented as ancient.
- Legitimation: They serve to legitimize institutions, social hierarchies, or political
regimes.
- Social Cohesion: By establishing shared rituals or practices, they foster a sense of
belonging and collective identity.
- Fabrication and Reinvention: These traditions are often manufactured, reconstructed, or
selectively interpreted to fit contemporary needs.

Why Does the Invention of Tradition Matter?

Understanding this process is vital because it reveals the fluidity of cultural practices and
exposes the political and social forces that shape our collective memories. It challenges
the notion of cultural authenticity, emphasizing that many traditions are political tools as
much as they are expressions of cultural continuity.

---

Historical Background and Theoretical
Frameworks

Origins of the Concept

While the idea that traditions can be invented dates back centuries—think of monarchies
creating court rituals or colonial powers establishing new administrative procedures—the
modern scholarly framing emerged in the late 20th century. Eric Hobsbawm’s and
Terence Ranger’s work was pivotal in systematically analyzing how many traditions are
recent in origin.

Key Theoretical Insights

- Modernity and Ritual: As societies modernized, they sought ways to anchor change
through rituals that seemed rooted in tradition.
- Nationalism and State Formation: Invented traditions played a crucial role in nation-
building, creating a shared history and collective identity.
- Colonial and Post-Colonial Contexts: Colonial regimes often invented or reshaped
traditions to legitimize their rule or control local populations, a process later adopted by
post-colonial states.

Mechanisms of Invention

The process of inventing tradition involves several mechanisms:

1. Reconstruction: Recreating historical practices or rituals based on fragmentary
evidence.
2. Reinterpretation: Assigning new meanings to existing practices.
3. Standardization: Formalizing practices to ensure consistency and repeatability.
4. Institutionalization: Embedding practices within official institutions, thus giving them a



veneer of legitimacy and antiquity.
5. Myth-making: Creating narratives that link present practices to a glorious past, whether
real or fabricated.

---

Notable Examples of the Invention of Tradition

The phenomenon manifests across various domains—national identity, religion, military,
and even leisure. Let’s examine some prominent cases to understand how the invention
process unfolds in practice.

National Symbols and Rituals

The British Monarchy and Court Rituals

Many court rituals in Britain, such as the State Opening of Parliament or royal
ceremonies, have been shaped significantly in the 19th and 20th centuries. While they
draw inspiration from medieval practices, many components—like the formal dress codes
or specific procedures—were formalized or invented during the Victorian era to project
stability and continuity.

France and the Napoleonic Customs

Napoleon Bonaparte, seeking to legitimize his rule, recreated Roman-style imperial
symbols, coronations, and court rituals that evoked the grandeur of ancient empires.
These practices, though inspired by antiquity, were largely modern inventions designed to
craft a new imperial identity.

The Pledge of Allegiance and National Holidays

In the United States, many national holidays and rituals—such as the Fourth of July or the
Pledge of Allegiance—were standardized or invented in the 19th and 20th centuries to
foster patriotism and social cohesion, often drawing on selective historical narratives.

Religious and Ceremonial Practices

The Invention of Christmas Traditions

While Christmas has Christian origins, many of the customs associated with it—decorating
trees, exchanging gifts, Santa Claus—are modern inventions, many originating in 19th-
century America and Europe. For example, the modern Santa Claus character draws
heavily from Coca-Cola advertising campaigns and popular literature, rather than biblical
tradition.



The Chinese New Year and Modern Invented Rituals

Although rooted in ancient lunar calendar practices, many aspects of Chinese New Year
celebrations—such as the lion dance or fireworks—were standardized or popularized in
the 20th century as part of nation-building efforts.

Military and State Rituals

Military Parades and Uniforms

Many military traditions, including parade routines, dress uniforms, and salutes, were
standardized or invented during the 18th and 19th centuries to create a sense of discipline
and identity, often drawing inspiration from earlier practices but adapted or modernized.

National Anthems and Flags

The adoption of national anthems and flags often involved selecting, standardizing, and
sometimes inventing symbols that could unify diverse populations under a common
banner.

---

The Mechanics Behind the Invention of Tradition

Understanding how traditions are invented involves dissecting the processes and
motivations that drive these creations.

Social and Political Motivations

- Legitimizing Authority: Leaders may invent customs to legitimize new regimes or social
orders.
- Creating Unity: In times of upheaval, establishing shared rituals helps foster social
cohesion.
- Constructing National Identity: Post-colonial states and emerging nations often craft
traditions to forge a sense of collective history.

Psychological and Cultural Factors

- Memory and Nostalgia: Invented traditions tap into collective nostalgia, even if the
practices are recent.
- Myth-Making: They often involve the creation of myths that serve a narrative function.
- Reinforcement of Hierarchies: Certain rituals reinforce social hierarchies and power
structures under the guise of tradition.



Institutional Processes

- Formalization: Official recognition and codification
embed new practices into institutions.
- Education and Media: Schools, media, and propaganda
play roles in disseminating and normalizing these
traditions.
- Legal and Political Acts: Laws and decrees often
establish or protect certain practices as traditions.

---

The Impact and Critique of the Invention of
Tradition

Positive Aspects

- Fostering Social Cohesion: Invented traditions can
unite diverse groups under shared symbols.
- Supporting Nation-Building: They can create a sense
of collective identity and pride.
- Adapting to Change: Traditions can be flexible,
evolving to meet contemporary needs.

Critical Perspectives

- Questioning Authenticity: They challenge notions of
cultural purity or authenticity.
- Potential for Manipulation: Politicians and elites can
manipulate traditions for power or control.
- Cultural Imperialism: Imposing invented traditions



can erase or marginalize indigenous practices.
- Risk of Stagnation: Over-reliance on manufactured
traditions might hinder genuine cultural development.

Contemporary Relevance

Today, the invention of tradition continues in various
forms—national ceremonies, corporate branding, sports
rituals, and even internet memes—highlighting the
ongoing human tendency to craft symbols that serve
collective purposes.

---

Conclusion: The Dynamic Nature of Tradition

The invention of tradition is a testament to the fluid and
constructed nature of cultural practices. Far from being
static relics of the past, many traditions are, in essence,
modern creations that serve specific social, political,
and ideological functions. Recognizing this allows us to
approach cultural practices with a critical eye,
appreciating their role in shaping identity while
acknowledging their often artificial origins.

In a world of rapid change and globalization, the
invention of tradition remains a powerful tool—used to
forge connections, legitimize authority, and craft
collective narratives that resonate across generations.
Whether celebrating national holidays, observing
religious ceremonies, or participating in community



rituals, understanding their constructed origins
enriches our appreciation and critical engagement with
the symbols that define us.

---

In summary, the invention of tradition reveals that what
we often consider timeless customs are, more often than
not, carefully crafted stories and practices designed to
serve contemporary needs. By examining their origins
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conference theme was inspired by Eric Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger’s influentual volume, The
Invention of Tradition. Their work provided a starting point for discussing formations and changes of
religious traditions on the one hand, and the interaction of religious identities and the
transformation of traditions on the other. After an introductory section discussing Hobsbawm’s
definitions and his theoretical framework, and offering several critical applications of his framework
to Christian traditions, the main part of this volume consists of three thematic sections: the theme of
the Exodus, the earliest traditions about the Lord’s supper, and the modern “myth of
Fundamentalism”. This volume will be of interest to all those engaged in the study of religious
traditions and identities, and the way in which these interact. From the Contents The Invention of
Religious Traditions Counterfactuals and the Invention of Religious Traditions - Marcel Sarot The
Creation of Tradition: Rereading and Reading beyond Hobsbawm - Paul Post Early Christianity
between Divine Promise and Earthly Politics - Willemien Otten Challenging the Tradition of the
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Limitations of a Social-Psychological Approach - Jacques Janssen, Jan van der Lans and Mark
Dechesne
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history of the interpretations of those cultures. Key essays explore the major issues and debates
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processes by and through which scholars have described and understood African history and culture
Includes selections from anthropologists, historians, philosophers, and critics who collectively reveal
the interpenetration of ideas and concepts within and across disciplines, regions, and historical
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text with 14 brand new chapters and two new sections: Conflict and Violent Transformations; and
Development, Governance and Globalization
  the invention of tradition: The Invention of Tradition Erik Terence Ranger Hobsbawm,
Terence Ranger,
  the invention of tradition: Reinventing 'the Invention of Tradition'? Dietrich Boschung,
Alexandra W. Busch, M. J. Versluys, 2015 The invention of tradition was introduced as a concept to
explain the creation and rise of certain traditions in times of profound cultural change. Taking stock
of the concepts of current theoretical understandings and focusing on the Roman world the volume
explores invented traditions as a means to understand processes of cultural innovation. Whereas the
concept is highly influential in Roman Studies concerned with the Greek eastern Mediterranean, the
western part of the Roman Empire has virtually been ignored. The volume therefore aims to
critically evaluate the usefulness of The invention of tradition for studies particularly regarding the
western part of the Roman Empire and in relation to other traditions besides Greek. Can The



invention of tradition be seen as a common human characteristic occurring throughout world
history?
  the invention of tradition: Encyclopaedia of Nationalism Athena Leoussi, 2018-02-06 Since
the end of the internationalist Soviet experiment in 1989, nationalism is now recognized as a
positive, vital force in modern political, cultural, and social life-if kept in check from excess. As a
result of the explosion of nationalism, there has been a veritable resurgence of nationalism studies.
This proliferation calls for a survey of instruments which have been developed by scholars for the
study of nationalism. The Encyclopaedia of Nationalism brings together leading scholars in
nationalism studies to survey this complex phenomenon.With over one hundred entries the
Encyclopaedia of Nationalism offers a complete and concise set of tools for the study of nationalism
in a single volume. The focus throughout is theoretical, and for this reason particular nationalist
movements and individual leaders are treated only as illustrative historical and contemporary cases
in numerous entries. The Encyclopaedia is organized in an alphabetical sequence of entries, each of
which includes a short bibliography for further reading. The reader will find in-depth discussions of
the work of modern theoreticians of nationalism.The defining figures of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries including Herder, Rousseau, Fichte, Marx, and Renan. Conceptual entries, are
treated historically and sociologically. Crucial influential ideas and phenomena that continually
redefine themselves with changing historical circumstances, among them, anti-Semitism, art and
nationalism, assimilation, class and nation, decolonization, ethnic competition, genocide, language
and nation, multiculturalism, religion and nation, state and nation, and xenophobia are treated in
depth. A special attraction of this volume is its essay-long entries, many of which have been written
by the scholars who developed them.The Encyclopaedia of Nationalism discusses in lucid terms,
from an interdisciplinary perspective, the central issues, debates, concepts, and theories available to
students and scholars of nationalism. As such it is the most comprehensive and authoritative guide
to the subject in all its varied manifestations and implications. It will be an essential tool for
historians, political scientists, sociologists, and scholars of the history of ideas.
  the invention of tradition: Mirror of Modernity Stephen Vlastos, 1998-05 This collection of
essays challenges the notion that Japan's present cultural identity is the simple legacy of its
pre-modern and insular past. Scholars examine age-old Japanese cultural practices and show these
to be largely creations of the modern era.
  the invention of tradition: The Invention of God in Indigenous Societies James Cox,
2014-09-19 Indigenous societies around the world have been historically disparaged by European
explorers, colonial officials and Christian missionaries. Nowhere was this more evident than in early
descriptions of indigenous religions as savage, primitive, superstitious and fetishistic. Liberal
intellectuals, both indigenous and colonial, reacted to this by claiming that, before indigenous
peoples ever encountered Europeans, they all believed in a Supreme Being. The Invention of God in
Indigenous Societies argues that, by alleging that God can be located at the core of pre-Christian
cultures, this claim effectively invents a tradition which only makes sense theologically if God has
never left himself without a witness. Examining a range of indigenous religions from North America,
Africa and Australasia - the Shona of Zimbabwe, the Rainbow Spirit Theology in Australia, the Yupiit
of Alaska, and the Māori of New Zealand – the book argues that the interests of indigenous societies
are best served by carefully describing their religious beliefs and practices using historical and
phenomenological methods – just as would be done in the study of any world religion.
  the invention of tradition: Invented Traditions in North and South Korea Andrew David
Jackson, Codruța Sîntionean, Remco E. Breuker, CedarBough Saeji, 2021-11-30 Almost forty years
after the publication of Hobsbawm and Ranger’s The Invention of Tradition, the subject of invented
traditions—cultural and historical practices that claim a continuity with a distant past but which are
in fact of relatively recent origin—is still relevant, important, and highly contentious. Invented
Traditions in North and South Korea examines the ways in which compressed modernity, Cold War
conflict, and ideological opposition has impacted the revival of traditional forms in both Koreas. The



volume is divided thematically into sections covering: (1) history, religions, (2) language, (3) music,
food, crafts, and finally, (4) space. It includes chapters on pseudo-histories, new religions, linguistic
politeness, literary Chinese, p’ansori, heritage, North Korean food, architecture, and the invention of
children’s pilgrimages in the DPRK. As the first comparative study of invented traditions in North
and South Korea, the book takes the reader on a journey through Korea’s epic twentieth century,
examining the revival of culture in the context of colonialism, decolonization, national division,
dictatorship, and modernization. The book investigates what it describes as “monumental” invented
traditions formulated to maintain order, loyalty, and national identity during periods of political
upheaval as well as cultural revivals less explicitly connected to political power. Invented Traditions
in North and South Korea demonstrates that invented traditions can teach us a great deal about the
twentieth-century political and cultural trajectories of the two Koreas. With contributions from
historians, sociologists, folklorists, scholars of performance, and anthropologists, this volume will
prove invaluable to Koreanists, as well as teachers and students of Korean and Asian studies
undergraduate courses.
  the invention of tradition: The Modern Pilgrim Paul Post, Paulus Gijsbertus Johannes Post, Jos
Pieper, Marinus van Uden, 1998 This book is the product of a relatively long history of pilgrimage
research in a Dutch theological setting. It is intended as a report for an international audience on
this long-running programme. Two lines are followed in the book. The first is the track of liturgical
studies, in which an historical, European ethnological and anthropological approach has
predominated. The second is a social science track, with specific content coming from psychology of
religion. The combination of these two lines has been extremely fruitful. In addition to results of
various surveys of contemporary pilgrimage practice and the expansion of research into ritual and
cultural context in which modern pilgrims find themselves, special attention is also bestowed on
historiographic issues involved in orienting pilgrimage research, and its theoretical and
methodological aspects. The places of pilgrimage examined here are Wittem, Dokkum and
Amsterdam in The Netherlands, Banneux in Belgium, Lourdes and La Salette in France, and
Santiago de Compostela in Spain. The central question which informs the whole study is to what
extent one can perhaps speak of a new type of pilgrim today, the modern pilgrim.
  the invention of tradition: Canadian Readings of Jewish History Daniel Maoz, Esti Mayer,
2023-03-11 This book takes the reader through a genealogical embodied journey, explaining how our
historical context, through various expressions of language, culture, knowledge, pedagogy, and
power, has created and perpetuated oppression of marginalised identities throughout history. The
volume is, in essence, a social justice initiative in that it shines a spotlight on elitist forms of
knowledge, and their attached privileged protectors. As such, the reader will unavoidably reflect on
their own pre-conceived meanings and culturally inherent notions while engaging with these pages,
and in so doing open a third space where new forms of knowledge that may transcend time and
space can evolve into endless possibilities. It is these possibilities of expanding the nuanced
meanings of evolving knowledge, fluid lifestyles, and of a dynamic connection to humanity and God,
which make this book contextually relevant in our post-modern landscape. It un-situates
philosophies which have traditionally been unknowingly situated, and, in so doing, propels the
reader to re-interpret discourse and recreate taken-for-granted “universal truths.”
  the invention of tradition: The Invention of Somalia Ali Jimale Ahmed, 1995 This study
analyses the basic assumptions which had informed the construction of the now discredited Somali
myth.
  the invention of tradition: The Origins of Early Christian Literature Robyn Faith Walsh,
2021-01-28 The Synoptic gospels were written by elites educated in Greco-Roman literature, not
exclusively by and for early Christian communities.
  the invention of tradition: The Defence of Tradition in Brazilian Popular Music Politics Culture
and the Creation of MúSica Popular Brasileira Sean Stroud, 2008 Sean Stroud examines how and
why Música Popular Brasileira (MPB) has come to have such a high status, and why the musical



tradition (including MPB) within Brazil has been defended with such vigour for so long. He
emphasizes the importance of musical nationalism as an underlying ideology to discussions about
Brazilian popular music since the 1920s, and the key debate on so-called 'cultural invasion' in Brazil.
The roles of those responsible for the construction of the idea of MPB are examined in detail. Stroud
goes on to consider the impact of the Brazilian record industry in the light of theories of cultural
imperialism and globalization and also evaluates governmental intervention relating to popular
music in the 1970s.
  the invention of tradition: The Politics of Serial Television Fiction Sebastian Naumann,
2025-02-08 Fictional TV politics played a pivotal role in the popular imaginaries of the 2010s across
cultures. Examining this curious phenomenon, Sebastian Naumann provides a wide-ranging analysis
of the rapidly evolving landscape of contemporary polit-series. Proposing a novel structural model of
serial television, he offers an innovative methodological framework for comparative textual analysis
that integrates sociocultural, economic, sociotechnical, narratological, and aesthetic perspectives.
This study furthermore explores how the changing affordances of (nonlinear) television impact serial
storytelling and identifies key narrative trends and recurring themes in contemporary TV
polit-fiction.
  the invention of tradition: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Economics and Society Frederick F.
Wherry, Juliet B. Schor, Consulting Editor, 2015-09-01 Economics is the nexus and engine that runs
society, affecting societal well-being, raising standards of living when economies prosper or
lowering citizens through class structures when economies perform poorly. Our society only has to
witness the booms and busts of the past decade to see how economics profoundly affects the cores
of societies around the world. From a household budget to international trade, economics ranges
from the micro- to the macro-level. It relates to a breadth of social science disciplines that help
describe the content of the proposed encyclopedia, which will explicitly approach economics through
varied disciplinary lenses. Although there are encyclopedias of covering economics (especially
classic economic theory and history), the SAGE Encyclopedia of Economics and Society emphasizes
the contemporary world, contemporary issues, and society. Features: 4 volumes with approximately
800 signed articles ranging from 1,000 to 5,000 words each are presented in a choice of print or
electronic editions Organized A-to-Z with a thematic Reader's Guide in the front matter groups
related entries Articles conclude with References & Future Readings to guide students to the next
step on their research journeys Cross-references between and among articles combine with a
thorough Index and the Reader's Guide to enhance search-and-browse in the electronic version
Pedagogical elements include a Chronology of Economics and Society, Resource Guide, and Glossary
This academic, multi-author reference work will serve as a general, non-technical resource for
students and researchers within social science programs who seek to better understand economics
through a contemporary lens.
  the invention of tradition: Folk Literati, Contested Tradition, and Heritage in Contemporary
China Ziying You, 2020-02-11 “Ground-breaking . . . has implications for recognizing the existence
and value of local, grass roots intellectual agency elsewhere in China and the globe.” —Mark
Bender, the Ohio State University In this important ethnography Ziying You explores the role of the
“folk literati” in negotiating, defining, and maintaining local cultural heritage. Expanding on the idea
of the elite literati—a widely studied pre-modern Chinese social group, influential in cultural
production—the folk literati are defined as those who are skilled in classical Chinese, knowledgeable
about local traditions, and capable of representing them in writing. The folk literati work to maintain
cultural continuity, a concept that is expressed locally through the vernacular phrase: “incense is
kept burning.” You’s research focuses on a few small villages in Hongtong County, Shanxi Province
in contemporary China. Through a careful synthesis of oral interviews, participant observation, and
textual analysis, You presents the important role the folk literati play in reproducing local traditions
and continuing stigmatized beliefs in a community context. She demonstrates how eight folk literati
have reconstructed, shifted, and negotiated local worship traditions around the ancient sage-Kings



Yao and Shun as well as Ehuang and Nüying, Yao’s two daughters and Shun’s two wives. You
highlights how these individuals’ conflictive relationships have shaped and reflected different local
beliefs, myths, legends, and history in the course of tradition preservation. She concludes her study
by placing these local traditions in the broader context of Chinese cultural policy and UNESCO’s
Intangible Cultural Heritage program, documenting how national and international discourses
impact actual traditions, and the conversations about them, on the ground. “One of the most
important and far-reaching books of folklore scholarship today.” —Amy Shuman, author of Other
People’s Stories
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