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Neo-colonialism is widely regarded as the final phase of imperialism, where
former colonial powers and other dominant nations continue to exert influence
over developing countries through economic, political, and cultural means.
Unlike traditional colonialism, which involved direct territorial control and
political governance, neo-colonialism operates subtly, often through economic
dependencies, multinational corporations, and diplomatic pressures. This
phenomenon raises critical questions about sovereignty, development, and
global inequality in the contemporary world.

Understanding Neo-Colonialism

Definition and Concept

Neo-colonialism refers to the practice of using economic, political,
cultural, or other pressures to control or influence developing countries,
even after they have gained formal independence. It is characterized by
indirect dominance, where power is exercised through financial systems, trade
policies, and cultural influence rather than direct governance.

Key aspects include:

e Economic dependence on former colonial powers or multinational
corporations

e Control over natural resources and markets

e Imposition of foreign policies that favor the interests of powerful
nations

e Cultural imperialism and the erosion of local traditions and identities

Historical Context and Evolution

The roots of neo-colonialism can be traced back to the period following World
War II, as decolonization movements gained momentum. While countries achieved
political independence, economic and cultural influences persisted, often
leading to new forms of domination.



Major milestones include:

1. The Bretton Woods Conference (1944), which established institutions like
the IMF and World Bank, shaping economic policies of developing nations

2. The rise of multinational corporations with global reach, influencing
local economies

3. The implementation of structural adjustment programs (SAPs) in the 1980s
and 1990s, often leading to austerity measures in developing countries

Features of Neo-Colonialism

Economic Control

One of the hallmarks of neo-colonialism is economic dominance through:
e Debt dependency: Developing countries borrow heavily from international
financial institutions, leading to debt traps that limit their policy

options

e Trade imbalances: Favoring exports of raw materials from developing
countries while importing finished goods, perpetuating underdevelopment

e Foreign direct investment (FDI): While FDI can promote growth, it often

leads to profits repatriated to foreign nations, with limited
reinvestment locally

Political Influence

Neo-colonial powers often influence the political landscape of developing
nations by:

e Supporting friendly regimes through diplomatic or covert means
e Interfering in elections or political processes

e Using economic leverage to sway policy decisions



Cultural Imperialism

Cultural neo-colonialism manifests through:
e The spread of Western cultural norms, values, and consumer products
e Media dominance that shapes perceptions and preferences

e The erosion of indigenous languages, traditions, and identities

Impacts of Neo-Colonialism on Developing
Countries

Economic Consequences

Developing countries often experience:
e Limited industrialization due to reliance on exporting raw materials
e Persistent poverty and inequality

e Vulnerability to global market fluctuations

Political and Social Ramifications

Neo-colonialism can undermine sovereignty and lead to:
e Weakening of local governance structures
e Corruption fueled by foreign economic interests

e Social unrest and resistance movements

Cultural and Identity Challenges

The dominance of foreign cultures can cause:
e Loss of indigenous languages and traditions

e Erosion of local customs and social norms



e A homogenized global culture that marginalizes local identities

Neo-Colonialism Versus Traditional Colonialism

Differences

While traditional colonialism involved direct territorial control, neo-
colonialism is characterized by:

e Indirect influence through economic and cultural means
e Maintaining sovereignty in name but not in practice

e Utilizing international institutions and corporations to exert control

Continuities

Despite differences, there are also similarities:
e Exploitation of resources and labor
e Unequal power relations favoring the Global North

e Imbalance in benefits derived from economic activities

Resistance and Alternatives to Neo-Colonialism

Anti-Globalization Movements

Many developing countries and civil society groups advocate for:
e Greater economic sovereignty
e Reforming international financial institutions

e Promoting fair trade policies



Regional Integration and Cooperation
Strategies include:

e Forming regional blocs like the African Union or ASEAN to enhance
bargaining power

e Developing local industries to reduce dependency

e Encouraging cultural revival and preservation

Alternative Development Models

Some nations explore:
e Self-sufficiency and sustainable development
e Community-led initiatives

e Emphasizing indigenous knowledge and practices

Conclusion

Neo-colonialism, as the last stage of imperialism, presents complex
challenges for global development and sovereignty. While political
independence is achieved formally, economic and cultural dependencies
continue to hinder genuine self-determination for many nations. Recognizing
the subtle mechanisms of neo-colonialism is vital for fostering equitable
development, promoting cultural diversity, and building a more just
international order. Combating this phenomenon requires concerted efforts at
local, regional, and global levels to ensure that the legacy of imperialism
does not persist in new, insidious forms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is neo-colonialism and how does it differ from
traditional colonialism?

Neo-colonialism refers to the indirect control or influence that former
colonial powers or powerful nations exert over developing countries through
economic, political, or cultural means, rather than direct territorial
occupation. Unlike traditional colonialism, which involved physical
occupation and governance, neo-colonialism operates through mechanisms like



trade, debt, and multinational corporations.

Why do some scholars refer to neo-colonialism as
'the last stage of imperialism'?

Scholars describe neo-colonialism as 'the last stage of imperialism' because
it signifies a phase where imperial powers maintain dominance over former
colonies and developing countries through economic dependence and cultural
influence, rather than overt political control, representing an evolution of
imperialist practices.

How does neo-colonialism impact developing countries
economically?

Neo-colonialism often leads to economic dependence, where developing
countries rely heavily on exports of raw materials to imperial powers, face
unfavorable trade terms, and are subjected to debt traps, limiting their
economic sovereignty and development prospects.

In what ways does neo-colonialism influence cultural
identity?

Neo-colonialism can lead to cultural erosion as Western values, media, and
consumer goods dominate local cultures, potentially undermining indigenous

traditions, languages, and identities, fostering a form of cultural
imperialism.

What role do multinational corporations play in neo-
colonialism?

Multinational corporations often exploit resources, labor, and markets in
developing countries, repatriating profits to imperial nations, and
influencing local policies, thus perpetuating neo-colonial economic and
political control.

Can neo-colonialism be resisted or challenged
effectively?

Yes, developing countries can resist neo-colonialism through regional
cooperation, asserting economic sovereignty, diversifying trade, pursuing
independent foreign policies, and promoting indigenous cultures and
industries.

How has globalization contributed to the spread of



neo-colonial practices?

Globalization has facilitated neo-colonialism by enabling transnational
corporations to operate across borders with minimal regulation, spreading
Western influence, and creating economic dependencies that mirror colonial
relationships.

What are some contemporary examples of neo-
colonialism in the world today?

Contemporary examples include the exploitation of African resources by
foreign companies, debt dependence of poorer nations on international
financial institutions, and cultural dominance through media and technology
from Western countries.

Additional Resources

Neo-colonialism: The Last Stage of Imperialism

Neo-colonialism, a term coined by the Ghanaian statesman Kwame Nkrumah,
refers to the subtle and often covert ways in which former colonial powers,
multinational corporations, and international institutions continue to exert
influence over developing countries long after the formal end of colonial
rule. This phenomenon is widely regarded as the "last stage of imperialism,"
where the economic and political independence of nations is compromised not
through direct colonial administration but via economic dependency, cultural
influence, and political manipulation. In this comprehensive review, we will
explore the concept of neo-colonialism, its historical roots, mechanisms,
impacts, and the ongoing debates surrounding its existence and implications.

Understanding Neo-colonialism

Definition and Conceptual Framework

Neo-colonialism can be broadly defined as a form of indirect control over
developing nations by former colonial powers or global economic forces, which
perpetuate inequalities and hinder genuine sovereignty. Unlike traditional
colonialism, which involved direct political control and territorial
governance, neo-colonialism operates through economic pressures, cultural
dominance, and diplomatic influence. It maintains a facade of independence
while embedding economic and political practices that serve the interests of
powerful nations and corporations.



Key features include:

- Economic dependency on foreign aid, loans, and multinational corporations.
- Cultural influence through media, language, education, and consumerism.

- Political influence via diplomatic pressure and conditional aid.

- Exploitative trade relationships that favor developed nations.

Historical Roots and Evolution

The roots of neo-colonialism trace back to the colonial era, where imperial
powers established dominance through direct rule. Post-World War II
decolonization led to the independence of many nations, but the economic and
political structures established during colonial times persisted. The Bretton
Woods institutions (IMF, World Bank), multinational corporations, and Western
governments played crucial roles in shaping a new form of global
dominance—one that relied on economic tools rather than military conquest.

In the 1950s and 1960s, leaders like Kwame Nkrumah and Frantz Fanon
articulated concerns that independence was superficial if economic and
cultural influences remained unchallenged. Over time, neo-colonialism evolved
into a complex system where economic policies, trade agreements, and cultural
dominance serve to maintain inequalities and prevent genuine sovereignty.

Mechanisms of Neo-colonial Control

Economic Instruments

Economics is at the core of neo-colonialism. Several mechanisms facilitate
economic dependency:

- Debt Dependency: Developing countries often rely on loans from
international financial institutions. These loans come with conditions—such
as austerity measures, privatization, and deregulation—that can undermine
local industries and social services.

- Trade Imbalances: Terms of trade often favor developed nations, leading to
a situation where resource-rich developing countries export raw materials at
low prices and import manufactured goods at high prices.

- Multinational Corporations: These entities control significant portions of
local economies, extracting resources and profits while contributing
minimally to local development.

- Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs): Implemented by the IMF and World
Bank, SAPs promote free-market policies that often lead to social dislocation
and increased inequality.



Pros and Cons of Economic Mechanisms:

Pros:

- Access to international capital can fund infrastructure and development
projects.

- Integration into global markets offers opportunities for export-led growth.

Cons:

- Debt burdens can become unsustainable.

- Economic dependence reduces policy sovereignty.

- Local industries may be undermined by foreign competition.

Cultural and Ideological Influence

Cultural neo-colonialism manifests through media, education, language, and
consumer culture:

- Dominance of Western media and entertainment shapes perceptions and values.
- The widespread use of English and other colonial languages in education and
business.

- Promotion of consumerism and Western lifestyles, often at the expense of
indigenous cultures and traditions.

- Educational curricula that prioritize Western history, literature, and
perspectives.

Impacts:

- Erosion of indigenous cultures and identities.
- Perception of Western superiority.
- Loss of traditional knowledge and practices.

Political and Diplomatic Strategies

Developed nations and global institutions influence the political landscapes
of developing countries through:

- Diplomatic pressure to adopt specific policies.

- Conditional aid and development assistance tied to geopolitical interests.
- Support for authoritarian regimes that align with foreign interests.

- Intervention in political crises under the guise of peacekeeping or
democracy promotion.

Advantages and Disadvantages:
Advantages:

- Stability and support for regimes that are aligned with international
interests.



- Access to aid and technological assistance.

Disadvantages:

- Undermining of local democratic processes.

- Sovereignty compromised.

- Perpetuation of neo-colonial influence in political decision-making.

Impacts of Neo-colonialism

On Developing Countries

Positive Effects:

- Access to global markets and investments can foster economic growth.
- Infrastructure development financed by foreign aid.

- Technology transfer and capacity building.

Negative Effects:

- Persistent economic inequality and poverty.

- Loss of sovereignty and policy autonomy.

- Cultural homogenization leading to identity loss.

- Environmental degradation due to exploitation of natural resources.

On Global Power Dynamics

Neo-colonialism sustains the dominance of Western nations and multinational
corporations, leading to:

A global hierarchy where developing nations remain peripheral.
Continued exploitation of resources in the Global South.

Political alliances that favor the interests of powerful nations.
Resistance movements and calls for decolonization gaining momentum.

Critiques and Debates Surrounding Neo-
colonialism



Supporters’ Perspective

Proponents argue that:

- Neo-colonialism is a realistic description of how economic and cultural
influence persists.

- It highlights the need for genuine sovereignty and economic independence.
- Recognizing neo-colonialism can lead to more equitable international
relations.

Critics’ Perspective

Critics contend that:

- The term is overused or misused to criticize legitimate economic policies.
- Globalization offers opportunities for development and cooperation.

- Sovereign nations can leverage international institutions for their
benefit.

- The concept can romanticize anti-imperialist struggles without
acknowledging complex realities.

Emerging Perspectives and Future Outlook

The debate continues as countries navigate the balance between global
integration and sovereignty. Movements advocating for fair trade, debt
relief, cultural preservation, and regional integration aim to challenge neo-
colonial dynamics. The rise of China and other emerging economies also shifts
the global power landscape, potentially reducing Western dominance and
offering alternative models of development.

Conclusion: Is Neo-colonialism the Last Stage
of Imperialism?

The concept of neo-colonialism as the last stage of imperialism remains
highly relevant in understanding contemporary global relations. While
traditional colonialism has largely diminished, economic and cultural forms
of control continue to shape the destinies of nations in the Global South.
Recognizing these dynamics is crucial for fostering genuine sovereignty,
equitable development, and the preservation of diverse cultures.

Addressing neo-colonialism requires a multifaceted approach—promoting fair
trade, debt relief, cultural respect, and political independence. It also
involves challenging the structural inequalities embedded within the global
system. As the world evolves, the fight against neo-colonialism remains a



vital component of broader struggles for justice, equality, and genuine self-
determination.

In sum, neo-colonialism exemplifies how imperialism has adapted to new
contexts, employing sophisticated tools to maintain control. Its persistence
underscores the importance of vigilance, activism, and policy reforms aimed
at creating a more equitable and autonomous global order.
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neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: Critical Readings of the Works of Ngugi
wa Thiong'o Gambo Sani, 2024-04-18 In this collection of scholarly essays on the works of Ngugi
wa Thiong’o, one of the most important postcolonial writers alive, the contributors adopt a range of
reading approaches and analytical models like feminism, postcolonialism, historicism, formalism,
and psychoanalysis, to excavate new meanings and provide fresh insights into Ngugi's artistic
oeuvre. Through some robust and engaging scholarly discourses, the volume animates the politics,
poetics, and artistic vision of Ngugi wa Thiong’o, as well as his commitment to the enterprise of
decolonisation. The comprehensiveness of this collection is partly illustrated by the fact that it
addresses a range of diverse issues in all of Ngugi’s novels, most of his plays, and some of his
scholarly works. To this end, the volume is a valuable addition to the body of literature on Ngugi's
works and an important resource material to students, teachers, and researchers of African
literature.

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: A Review of Osagyefo's Book , 1965*

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: The African Studies Companion Hans Zell,
2021-11-15 Published in dual print and electronic formats, this is a new edition of a much acclaimed
reference source that brings together a wide range of sources of information in the African studies
field, covering both print and electronic sources. It evaluates the best online resources, the major
general reference tools in print format, current bibliographies and indexing services, biographical,
cartographic, statistical and economic resources, as well as film and video resources. Additionally,
there are separate sections on African studies library collections and repositories throughout the
world, a directory of over 250 African studies journals; listings of news sources, profiles of
publishers active in the African studies field, dealers and distributors of African studies materials,
African studies societies and associations, major African and international organizations, donor
agencies and foundations, awards and prizes in African studies, electronic mailing lists and
discussion forums, and more.

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: Chicana/o and Latina/o Fiction Ylce
Irizarry, 2016-02-15 In this new study, Ylce Irizarry moves beyond literature that prioritizes
assimilation to examine how contemporary fiction depicts being Cuban, Dominican, Mexican, or
Puerto Rican within Chicana/o and Latina/o America. Irizarry establishes four dominant categories of
narrative--loss, reclamation, fracture, and new memory--that address immigration, gender and
sexuality, cultural nationalisms, and neocolonialism. As she shows, narrative concerns have moved
away from the weathered notions of arrival and assimilation. Contemporary Chicana/o and Latina/o
literatures instead tell stories that have little, if anything, to do with integration into the
Anglo-American world. The result is the creation of new memory. This reformulation of cultural
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membership unmasks the neocolonial story and charts the conscious engagement of cultural
memory. It outlines the ways contemporary Chicana/o and Latina/o communities create belonging
and memory of their ethnic origins. An engaging contribution to an important literary tradition,
Chicana/o and Latina/o Fiction privileges the stories Chicanas/os and Latinas/os remember about
themselves rather than the stories of those subjugating them. NACCS Book Award, National
Association for Chicana and Chicano Studies, 2018; MLA Prize in United States Latina and Latino
and Chicana and Chicano Literary and Cultural Studies, Modern Language Association, 2017

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: Nationalism and African Intellectuals Toyin
Falola, 2001 This book is about how African intellectuals, influenced primarily by nationalism, have
addressed the inter-related issues of power, identity politics, self-assertion and autonomy for
themselves and their continent, from the mid-nineteenth century onward. Their major goal was to
create a 'better Africa' by connecting nationalism to knowledge. The results have been mixed, from
the glorious euphoria of the success of anti-colonial movements to the depressing circumstances of
the African condition as we enter a new millennium. As the intellectual elite is a creation of the
Western formal school system, the ideas it generated are also connected to the larger world of
scholarship. This world is, in turn, shaped by European contacts with Africa from the fifteenth
century onward, the politics of the Cold War, and the subsequent collapse of the Soviet Union. In
essence, Africa and its elite cannot be fully understood without also considering the West and
changing global politics. Neither can the academic and media contributions by non-Africans be
ignored, as these also affect the ways that Africans think about themselves and their continent.
Nationalism and African Intellectuals examines intellectuals' ambivalent relationships with the
colonial apparatus and subsequent nation-state formations; the contradictions manifested within
pan-Africanism and nationalism; and the relation of academic institutions and intellectual production
to the state during the nationalism period and beyond. Toyin Falola is the Jacob and Frances Sanger
Mossiker Chair in the Humanities and University Distinguished Teaching Professor at the University
of Texas at Austin.

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: International and Comparative
Librarianship Peter Johan Lor, 2019-06-17 Based on his extensive experience in international
librarianship, Peter Johan Lor, South Africa's first National Librarian and a former Secretary General
of the IFLA, has written the first comprehensive and systematic overview of international and
comparative librarianship. His book provides a conceptual framework and methodological guidelines
for the field and covers the full range of international relations among libraries and information
services, with particular attention to the international political economy of information, the
international diffusion of innovations and policy in library and information services, LIS development
and international aid. It concludes with a discussion of the practical relevance and future of
international and comparative studies in LIS. See a short interview with Peter Lor on his work
https://www.ifla.org/node/92590

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: Encyclopedia of Global Studies Helmut K.
Anheier, Mark Juergensmeyer, 2012-03-09 With all entries followed by cross-references and further
reading lists, this current resource is ideal for high school and college students looking for
connecting ideas and additional sources on them. The work brings together the many facets of
global studies into a solid reference tool and will help those developing and articulating an
ideological perspective. — Library Journal The Encyclopedia of Global Studies is the reference work
for the emerging field of global studies. It covers both transnational topics and intellectual
approaches to the study of global themes, including the globalization of economies and technologies;
the diaspora of cultures and dispersion of peoples; the transnational aspects of social and political
change; the global impact of environmental, technological, and health changes; and the
organizations and issues related to global civil society. Key Themes: * Global civil society * Global
communications, transportation, technology ¢ Global conflict and security ¢ Global culture, media
Global demographic change * Global economic issues * Global environmental and energy issues ¢
Global governance and world order  Global health and nutrition * Global historical antecedents



Global justice and legal issues * Global religions, beliefs, ideologies ¢ Global studies ¢ Identities in
global society Readership: Students and academics in the fields of politics and international
relations, international business, geography and environmental studies, sociology and cultural
studies, and health.

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: Ecology and Power in the Age of Empire
Corey Ross, 2017-03-31 Ecology and Power in the Age of Empire provides the first wide-ranging
environmental history of the heyday of European imperialism, from the late nineteenth century to
the end of the colonial era. It focuses on the ecological dimensions of the explosive growth of
tropical commodity production, global trade, and modern resource management-transformations
that still visibly shape our world today-and how they were related to broader social, cultural, and
political developments in Europe's colonies. Covering the overseas empires of all the major
European powers, Corey Ross argues that tropical environments were not merely a stage on which
conquest and subjugation took place, but were an essential part of the colonial project, profoundly
shaping the imperial enterprise even as they were shaped by it. The story he tells is not only about
the complexities of human experience, but also about people's relationship with the ecosystems in
which they were themselves embedded: the soil, water, plants, and animals that were likewise a part
of Europe's empire. Although it shows that imperial conquest rarely represented a sudden bout of
ecological devastation, it nonetheless demonstrates that modern imperialism marked a decisive and
largely negative milestone for the natural environment. By relating the expansion of modern empire,
global trade, and mass consumption to the momentous ecological shifts that they entailed, this book
provides a historical perspective on the vital nexus of social, political, and environmental issues that
we face in the twenty-first-century world.

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: Cultural Sociology of the Middle East, Asia,
and Africa Andrea L. Stanton, 2012 In our age of globalization and multiculturalism, it has never
been more important to understand and appreciate all cultures across the world. The four volumes
take a step forward in this endeavour by presenting concise information on those regions least
well-known to students across Europe: the Middle East, Asia and Africa. The volumes convey what
daily life is like for people in these selected regions. Entries will aid readers in understanding the
importance of cultural sociology, to appreciate the effects of cultural forces around the world, and to
learn the history of countries and cultures within these important regions. Key Features -Topics are
explored within historical context, in three broad historical periods: prehistory to 1250, 1250 to
1920 and 1920 to the present. -One volume each is devoted to the regions of the Middle East and
Africa and then one volume to East and Southeast Asia and a final volume to West, Central and
South Asia. The volumes include extensive use of photographs and maps to explain cultural and
geographic content. -Each volume has its own volume editor with expertise in that particular region.
Key Themes Arts, Culture and Science People, Society and Dynasties Religion and Law Family and
Daily Life Conflicts and Wars Politics and Government Health and Education Economy, Trade and
Industry National Geography and History.

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: Routledge Encyclopedia of International
Political Economy: Entries A-F R. J. Barry Jones, 2001 This important new work is the first
comprehensive reference to the rapidly developing field of international political economy [IPE].
Featuring over 1200 A-Z entries, the coverage encompasses the full range of issues, concepts, and
institutions associated with IPE in its various forms. Comprehensively cross-referenced and indexed,
each entry provides suggestions for further reading along with guides to more specialized sources.
Selected entries include: * African Development Bank * benign neglect * Black Monday * casino
capitalism * debt management * efficiency * floating exchange rates * General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade [GATT] *information society/economy * Organization of Petroleum-Exporting Countries
[OPEC] * Microsoft * multinational corporations, definitions * NATO * patents * rent-seeking *
Schellin, Thomas *tax havens * trusts * Value-Added Tax [VAT] * zero-sum games * and many more.

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: ,

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: The Illusion of the Post-Colonial State W.



Alade Fawole, 2018-06-01 This book challenges the long-held conventional wisdom that Africa is a
post-colonial society of sovereign nation-states despite the outward attributes of statehood:
demarcated territories, permanent populations, governments, national currencies, police, and armed
forces. While it is true that African nation-states have been gifted flag independence by their
respective colonial masters, few have reached fully developed status as a secure nation-state. Most
African nation-states have, since independence, been grappling with the crisis of state-building,
nation-building, governance, and myriad security challenges which have been chronically
exacerbated by the dynamics of the post-Cold War era. To focus merely on the agency of the African
political elite and their inability to sustain functional modern nation-states misses the point. The
central argument of the book is that an understanding of Africa’s contemporary governance and
security challenges requires us to historicize the discourse surrounding nation-building and
state-building throughout Africa.

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: Social and Religious Concerns of East Africa
G.J. Wanjohi, G. Wakuraya Wanjohi, 2005

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: A Critical Analysis of the Contributions of
Notable Black Economists Kojo A. Quartey, 2017-07-05 This book introduces and critically analyzes
the achievements of major black economists and their contributions to the realm of economic
thought. The book begins with a brief overview of the contribution of Africans to philosophy and
economic thought and goes on to discuss individuals who have made the most significant
contributions to this field. There is particular reference to their background and influences including
a critical analysis of individual thought. Kojo Quartey's book provides an essential supplement to any
economic history text.

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: The Palgrave Handbook of African
Political Economy Samuel Ojo Oloruntoba, Toyin Falola, 2020-06-23 This handbook constitutes a
specialist single compendium that analyses African political economy in its theoretical, historical and
policy dimensions. It emphasizes the uniqueness of African political economy within a global
capitalist system that is ever changing and complex. Chapters in the book discuss how domestic and
international political economic forces have shaped and continue to shape development outcomes on
the continent. Contributors also provoke new thinking on theories and policies to better position the
continent’s economy to be a critical global force. The uniqueness of the handbook lies in linking
theory and praxis with the past, future, and various dimensions of the political economy of Africa.

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century African
History Dickson Eyoh, Paul Tiyambe Zeleza, 2005-10-24 With nearly two hundred and fifty
individually signed entries, the Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century African History explores the ways
in which the peoples of Africa and their politics, states, societies, economies, environments, cultures
and arts were transformed during the course of that Janus-faced century. Overseen by a diverse and
distinguished international team of consultant editors, the Encyclopedia provides a thorough
examination of the global and local forces that shaped the changes that the continent underwent.
Combining essential factual description with evaluation and analysis, the entries tease out patterns
from across the continent as a whole, as well as within particular regions and countries: it is the first
work of its kind to present such a comprehensive overview of twentieth-century African history. With
full indexes and a thematic entry list, together with ample cross-referencing and suggestions for
further reading, the Encyclopedia will be welcomed as an essential work of reference by both
scholar and student of twentieth-century African history. Choice Outstanding Academic Title 2004

neo colonialism the last stage of imperialism: African Thoughts on Colonial and
Neo-Colonial Worlds Anais Angelo, Paulina Aroch-Fugellie, Lena Dallywater, Lutz Diegner, Myra Ann
Houser, Janine Klage, Sara Marzagora, Felix Miller, Arno Sonderegger, Ninja Steinbach-Hither,
Joanna Tegnerowicz, 2015-10-16 This book shows the many facets of African engagements with the
world. It starts from the premise that current global asymmetries ascribing Africa to a marginalized
position are the effects of colonial and imperial pasts still lingering on. The decolonization process of
the post-war structure which privileges the West in both political and economic terms. While new



dependencies emerged, several old bonds were maintained and continue to influence African affairs
quite strikingly. It is appropriate, then, to call these continued unequal relations between Africa and
the West frankly 'neo-colonial'. This designation applies all the more as the post-colonial states of
Africa inherited a complex legacy of foreign rule - colonial frontiers, colonial languages, colonial
infrastructure and authoritarian institutions, as well as the social intricacies and imbalances so
characteristic of the 'colonial situation'. The contributions to this volume look at various aspects of
these complex processes from intellectual history perspectives. The topics dealt with are manifold.
Contributions deliberately attack key themes, ideas and discourses of an intellectual history of Africa
(‘state', 'modernity’, 'development’, 'dependency’, 'art', etc.), and introduce important engaged
public intellectuals from Africa and the African diaspora. What is Africa, and how is she related to
the rest of the world? How can she overcome her internal problems and her external dependencies?
- These are perennial questions critically tackled by Africans throughout the 20th century. Dealing
with various cases looked at from a variety of perspectives, the contributions to this book offer
original insights into the intellectual history of Africa.
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