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House of Slaves Door of No Return: A Journey into History and Memory

The phrase House of Slaves Door of No Return resonates deeply within the
collective consciousness of those aware of the tragic history of the
transatlantic slave trade. Located on Gorée Island in Senegal, the House of
Slaves (Maison des Esclaves) stands as an enduring monument to human
suffering, resilience, and the enduring fight for justice. The "Door of No
Return" is a poignant symbol representing the final passage for countless
Africans forcibly taken from their homeland, never to return. This article
delves into the historical significance of this site, its architecture, the
stories it holds, and its importance in contemporary remembrance and tourism.

Historical Context of the House of Slaves and
the Door of No Return

The Transatlantic Slave Trade and Gorée Island

Between the 15th and 19th centuries, millions of Africans were forcibly
transported across the Atlantic Ocean in a brutal trade that devastated
communities and altered the course of history. Gorée Island, situated off the
coast of Dakar, Senegal, became one of the most notorious hubs of this trade.

- Strategic Location: Its proximity to the mainland and natural harbor made
it an ideal point for the Dutch, French, and Portuguese to conduct slave
trade activities.

- Role as a Holding Site: The island served as a staging post where enslaved
Africans were held before being shipped across the Atlantic.

The House of Slaves: A Symbol of Human Suffering

Constructed in the late 18th century, the House of Slaves was used by
European traders and slave merchants as a detention and holding facility. Its
purpose was to imprison captured Africans temporarily while preparing them
for transport.

- Architectural Features:

- Narrow, dark cells designed to hold multiple individuals in inhumane
conditions.

- A central courtyard connecting various sections.

- The "Door of No Return,"” a small door through which captives were led onto
ships, symbolizing the last view of their homeland.



The Significance of the Door of No Return

Symbolism and Memory

The Door of No Return embodies the tragic moment when enslaved Africans faced
the unknown—separated from their families, cultures, and countries. Stepping

through this door meant embarking on a journey of suffering, dehumanization,

and loss.

- Emotional Impact: Visitors and descendants often describe a profound sense
of sorrow and reflection when standing before the door.

- Cultural Significance: It has become a powerful symbol of resistance,
resilience, and the enduring human spirit.

Historical Accounts and Personal Stories

Many testimonies from former slaves and abolitionists have described the
emotional toll of passing through the Door of No Return. It is believed that
millions of Africans endured this final passage, with many never surviving
the journey.

- Personal Stories:

- Accounts of families torn apart.

- Descriptions of the inhumane conditions within the House of Slaves.
- The enduring hope and strength of those enslaved.

The Architecture and Layout of the House of
Slaves

Structural Overview

The House of Slaves features a compact, yet powerful architectural layout
designed for efficiency in holding captives.

- Cells: Small, dark rooms with minimal ventilation, often overcrowded.

- Chamber of the Grand 0ld Lady: A notable room where slaves were sometimes
kept before shipment.

- The Courtyard: Serves as a central area connecting different sections of
the house.

- The Door of No Return: An inconspicuous, small door leading directly to the
harbor.



The Preservation and Restoration

Over the centuries, efforts have been made to preserve the site as a
historical monument.

- Reconstruction: The building has undergone restorations to maintain its
structural integrity.

- Museums and Exhibits: The site now includes exhibits that detail the
history of the slave trade, personal stories, and artifacts.

Visiting the House of Slaves and Its Impact on
Visitors

Educational and Cultural Experience

Visiting the House of Slaves offers an immersive experience into a pivotal
chapter of history.

- Guided Tours: Expert guides provide detailed histories, stories, and
context.

- Memorial Ceremonies: Regular remembrance events honor the victims and
promote awareness.

- Interactive Exhibits: Visual and multimedia displays deepen understanding.

Impact on Descendants and Global Audience

For many visitors, especially descendants of enslaved Africans, the site
serves as a place of pilgrimage and reflection.

- Reconciliation and Healing: Provides a space to honor ancestors and
acknowledge historical injustices.

- Global Awareness: Highlights the importance of human rights, racial
equality, and social justice.

The House of Slaves and Its Role in Modern
Society



UNESCO World Heritage Site

In 2007, Gorée Island and the House of Slaves were designated as UNESCO World
Heritage Sites, recognizing their universal cultural significance.

Educational Initiatives and Remembrance

Numerous organizations use the site to educate about slavery’s legacy and
promote ongoing efforts toward equality.

- School Programs: Educational visits for students worldwide.
- Cultural Exchanges: Promoting dialogue among different communities.

Contemporary Relevance

The story of the House of Slaves and the Door of No Return remains relevant
today as societies grapple with issues of racial injustice, reparations, and
historical truth.

- Advocacy for Justice: The site inspires movements seeking acknowledgment
and reparations.

- Historical Memory: Ensures that future generations remember the atrocities
to prevent recurrence.

Conclusion: Remembering and Honoring the Past

The House of Slaves Door of No Return is more than a historical site; it is a
powerful testament to human resilience and a reminder of the darkest chapters
in human history. Preserving and visiting this site allows us to honor the
victims, understand the profound impact of the transatlantic slave trade, and
commit to building a more just and equitable future. As a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, it continues to educate, inspire, and serve as a symbol of
collective memory and hope for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Door of No Return at
the House of Slaves in Cape Coast?

The Door of No Return symbolizes the final point where enslaved Africans left
Africa, representing a poignant moment of separation and the beginning of



their forced journey across the Atlantic during the transatlantic slave
trade.

Why is the House of Slaves and the Door of No Return
a UNESCO World Heritage Site?

They are recognized for their historical importance in commemorating the
Atlantic slave trade and promoting awareness of human rights, slavery's
legacy, and West Africa's history.

What can visitors expect to see and learn at the
House of Slaves and the Door of No Return?

Visitors can explore exhibits on the history of the transatlantic slave
trade, view the historic prison cells, and stand at the Door of No Return to
reflect on the history and human stories associated with it.

How does the Door of No Return serve as a symbol in
modern times?

It serves as a powerful symbol of freedom, remembrance, resilience, and the
ongoing struggle for human rights and justice for descendants of enslaved
peoples.

Are there any ongoing conservation efforts for the
House of Slaves and the Door of No Return?

Yes, various organizations and the Ghanaian government are involved in
preservation projects to maintain the site, educate visitors, and promote
awareness of its historical significance.

What is the historical impact of the transatlantic
slave trade on Ghana and the West African region?

The slave trade profoundly affected the region’s social, economic, and
cultural fabric, leading to demographic changes, the rise of powerful coastal
kingdoms, and lasting legacies of trauma and resilience.

How can visitors respectfully engage with the site
of the Door of No Return?

Visitors are encouraged to approach the site with sensitivity, reflect on its
historical significance, listen to guided tours, and honor the memory of
those who suffered during the slave trade.



Additional Resources

House of Slaves Door of No Return: A Reflection on History, Heritage, and
Humanity

The House of Slaves Door of No Return stands as a powerful symbol of the
transatlantic slave trade, embodying both the harrowing history of human
suffering and the enduring resilience of African heritage. Located on Gorée
Island in Senegal, this site draws countless visitors from around the world,
inspiring reflection, education, and a call for social justice. As one of the
most poignant memorials of slavery, the House of Slaves and its infamous Door
of No Return serve as a stark reminder of a dark chapter in human history,
while also emphasizing the importance of collective memory and
reconciliation.

Historical Significance of the House of Slaves
and the Door of No Return

The Origins and Purpose of the House of Slaves

The House of Slaves (Maison des Esclaves) was built in the late 18th century
during the height of the Atlantic slave trade. Initially functioning as a
trading post, it later became a holding facility where enslaved Africans were
confined before being shipped across the Atlantic. The building's
architecture, with its small, dark cells, starkly illustrates the
dehumanizing conditions faced by those forcibly taken from their homeland.

This site was part of a broader network of slave trading posts along the West
African coast. Its strategic location on Gorée Island made it a critical hub
in the trade, with an estimated 20 million Africans passing through its doors
over the centuries. The House of Slaves is not just a relic of the past but a
testament to the brutality and inhumanity of slavery.

The Door of No Return: A Symbol of Finality

The Door of No Return is the small, wooden doorway at the rear of the House
of Slaves through which enslaved individuals were led onto ships bound for
the Americas. This door symbolizes the irreversible loss of freedom,
identity, and homeland experienced by millions. Standing before it, visitors
often feel a profound sense of sorrow and empathy.

Historically, the door marked the last physical connection to Africa for
those enslaved. Its symbolic weight has grown over centuries, representing
both the physical departure and the spiritual severance from ancestral roots.



Today, it serves as a memorial to those who endured unimaginable suffering
and as a reminder of the enduring legacy of slavery.

Architectural and Artistic Features

Design of the House of Slaves

The architecture of the House of Slaves is stark and functional, designed for
containment rather than comfort. Key features include:

- Small, dark cells with minimal ventilation.
- Narrow corridors facilitating quick movement of enslaved individuals.
- An internal courtyard used for processing and interrogation.

The building's layout emphasizes confinement and control, reflecting the
brutal realities faced by its captives.

The Door of No Return: Artistic and Cultural
Significance

The Door of No Return has become an iconic symbol, often depicted in
photographs and artworks representing African resilience. Its small size
underscores the abrupt and dehumanizing nature of the departure.

Many artists and writers have used this motif to explore themes of loss,
identity, and liberation. The door’s image appears in memorials,
documentaries, and cultural festivals, serving as a visual anchor for
conversations about history and reconciliation.

Visitor Experience and Educational Value

Tourism and Preservation

The House of Slaves and its Door of No Return attract thousands of visitors
annually, including tourists, students, historians, and descendants of
enslaved Africans. Guided tours often include:

- Historical explanations of the slave trade.
- Personal stories of enslaved individuals.



- Reflection on the legacy of slavery.

Efforts to preserve the site involve ongoing restoration projects,
educational programs, and collaborations with UNESCO to maintain its
significance.

Educational Programs and Impact

Educational initiatives aim to:

- Raise awareness about the history of slavery.
- Promote dialogue on human rights.
- Encourage reconciliation and healing.

Many schools and organizations incorporate visits to Gorée Island into their
curricula, fostering a deeper understanding of Africa's history and its
global implications.

Contemporary Relevance and Legacy

The House of Slaves as a Memorial

Today, the site functions as a powerful memorial. Its significance extends
beyond history, serving as a symbol of resilience and the ongoing struggle
for justice. The Door of No Return is often used in commemorative events,
including:

- International Day of Remembrance for Victims of Slavery.
- African Liberation celebrations.
- Global campaigns against racial injustice.

Its presence reminds us that the scars of slavery persist and that
acknowledgment is a vital step toward reconciliation.

Legacy and Lessons for Humanity
The story of the House of Slaves and the Door of No Return underscores
several vital lessons:

- The importance of remembering history to prevent its recurrence.
- The need for ongoing dialogue about racial inequality and human rights.
- The power of cultural heritage in fostering identity and resilience.

By confronting this painful history, societies can work toward building a



more just and equitable future.

Pros and Cons / Features Summary

Pros:

- Serves as a vital educational and memorial site.

- Preserves an important part of world history.

- Inspires global dialogue on human rights and justice.
- Offers a powerful emotional experience for visitors.
- Recognized by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site.

Cons:

- The site can be emotionally overwhelming and distressing.

- Some criticisms regarding commercialization or tourism impact.

- Limited facilities in some areas for visitors with disabilities.

- The historical narrative may sometimes overlook local perspectives or
nuances.

Conclusion: Reflecting on a Legacy of Humanity

The House of Slaves Door of No Return remains one of the most profound
symbols of human history’s darkest chapters. It challenges us to remember the
victims of the transatlantic slave trade and to recognize the enduring impact
of slavery on contemporary societies. As a physical space, it embodies both
pain and resilience, serving as a reminder that acknowledging history 1is
essential for healing and progress. Visitors leaving the site often carry
with them a renewed awareness of the importance of human dignity, justice,
and the collective responsibility to build a future free from the shadows of
the past. Through its preservation and continued remembrance, the House of
Slaves and the Door of No Return continue to educate, inspire, and advocate
for a world where such atrocities are never repeated.

House Of Slaves Door Of No Return

house of slaves door of no return: Jet , 1992-03-09 The weekly source of African American
political and entertainment news.

house of slaves door of no return: Decolonizing Heritage Ferdinand De Jong, 2022-03-17
Senegal features prominently on the UNESCO World Heritage List. As many of its cultural heritage
sites are remnants of the French empire, how does an independent nation care for the heritage of
colonialism? How does it reinterpret slave barracks, colonial museums, and monuments to empire to
imagine its own national future? This book examines Senegal's decolonization of its cultural
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heritage. Revealing how Léopold Sédar Senghor's philosophy of Négritude inflects the interpretation
of its colonial heritage, Ferdinand de Jong demonstrates how Senegal's reinterpretation of heritage
sites enables it to overcome the legacies of the slave trade, colonialism, and empire. Remembering
and reclaiming a Pan-African future, De Jong shows how World Heritage sites are conceived as the
archive of an Afrotopia to come, and, in a move towards decolonization, how they repair colonial
time.

house of slaves door of no return: Shadows of the Slave Past Ana Lucia Araujo, 2014-08-07
This book is a transnational and comparative study examining the processes that led to the
memorialization of slavery and the Atlantic slave trade in the second half of the twentieth century.
Araujo explores numerous kinds of initiatives such as monuments, memorials, and museums as well
as heritage sites. By connecting different projects developed in various countries and urban centers
in Europe, Africa, and the Americas during the last two decades, the author retraces the various
stages of the Atlantic slave trade and slavery including the enslavement in Africa, the process of
confinement in slave depots, the Middle Passage, the arrival in the Americas, the daily life of forced
labor, until the fight for emancipation and the abolition of slavery. Relying on a multitude of
examples from the United States, Brazil, and the Caribbean, the book discusses how different groups
and social actors have competed to occupy the public arena by associating the slave past with other
human atrocities, especially the Holocaust. Araujo explores how the populations of African descent,
white elites, and national governments, very often carrying particular political agendas,
appropriated the slave past by fighting to make it visible or conceal it in the public space of former
slave societies.

house of slaves door of no return: Slave Sites on Display Helena Woodard, 2019-08-23 At
Senegal’s House of Slaves, Barack Obama'’s presidential visit renewed debate about authenticity,
belonging, and the myth of return—not only for the president, but also for the slave fort itself. At the
African Burial Ground National Monument in New York, up to ten thousand slave decedents lie
buried beneath the area around Wall Street, which some of them helped to build and maintain. Their
likely descendants, whose activism produced the monument located at that burial site, now occupy
its margins. The Bench by the Road slave memorial at Sullivan’s Isle near Charleston reflects the
region’s centrality in slavery’s legacy, a legacy made explicit when the murder of nine black
parishioners by a white supremacist led to the removal of the Confederate flag from the state’s
capitol grounds. Helena Woodard considers whether the historical slave sites that have been
commemorated in the global community represent significant progress for the black community or
are simply an unforgiving mirror of the present. In Slave Sites on Display: Reflecting Slavery’s
Legacy through Contemporary “Flash” Moments, Woodard examines how select modern-day slave
sites can be understood as contemporary “flash” moments: specific circumstances and/or seminal
events that bind the past to the present. Woodard exposes the complex connections between these
slave sites and the impact of race and slavery today. Though they differ from one another, all of
these sites are displayed as slave memorials or monuments and function as high-profile tourist
attractions. They interpret a story about the history of Atlantic slavery relative to the lived
experiences of the diaspora slave descendants that organize and visit the sites.

house of slaves door of no return: Sites of Slavery Salamishah Tillet, 2012-07-26 In Sites of
Slavery Salamishah Tillet examines how contemporary African American artists and
intellectuals—including Annette Gordon-Reed, Barbara Chase-Riboud, Bill T. Jones, Carrie Mae
Weems, and Kara Walker—turn to the subject of slavery in order to understand and challenge the
ongoing exclusion of African Americans from the founding narratives of the United States.

house of slaves door of no return: When God Lost Her Tongue Janell Hobson, 2021-09-30
When God Lost Her Tongue explores historical consciousness as captured through the Black feminist
imagination that re-centers the perspectives of Black women in the African Diaspora, and revisits
how Black women'’s transatlantic histories are re-imagined and politicized in our contemporary
moment. Connecting select historical case studies - from the Caribbean, the African continent,
North America, and Europe - while also examining the retelling of these histories in the work of




present-day writers and artists, Janell Hobson utilizes a Black feminist lens to rescue the narratives
of African-descended women, which have been marginalized, erased, forgotten, and/or
mis-remembered. African goddesses crossing the Atlantic with captive Africans. Women leaders
igniting the Haitian Revolution. Unnamed Black women in European paintings. African women on
different sides of the door of no return during the era of the transatlantic slave trade. Even
ubiquitous Black queens heralded and signified in a Beyoncé music video or a Janelle Monae lyric.
And then there are those whose names we will never forget, like the iconic Harriet Tubman. This
critical interdisciplinary intervention will be key reading for students and researchers studying
African American women, Black feminisms, feminist methodologies, Africana studies, and women
and gender studies.

house of slaves door of no return: The Aboriginal American, Target of The Doctrine of
Discovery Meru El Muad'Dib, 2019-04-08 The second volume of the vicious Christian Doctrine of
Discovery. This one picks up were the first volume left off. This one addresses who were it's targets.
It also addresses some myths associated with the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade.

house of slaves door of no return: Stick to the Skin Celeste-Marie Bernier, 2019-01-08 The
first comparative history of African American and Black British artists, artworks, and art movements,
Stick to the Skin traces the lives and works of over fifty painters, photographers, sculptors, and
mixed-media, assemblage, installation, video, and performance artists working in the United States
and Britain from 1965 to 2015. The artists featured in this book cut to the heart of hidden histories,
untold narratives, and missing memories to tell stories that stick to the skin and arrive at a new
Black lexicon of liberation. Informed by extensive research and invaluable oral testimonies,
Celeste-Marie Bernier’s remarkable text forcibly asserts the originality and importance of Black
artists’ work and emphasizes the need to understand Black art as a distinctive category of cultural
production. She launches an important intervention into European histories of modern and
contemporary art and visual culture as well as into debates within African American studies, African
diasporic studies, and Black British studies. Among the artists included are Benny Andrews, Bessie
Harvey, Lubaina Himid, Claudette Johnson, Noah Purifoy, Faith Ringgold, Betye Saar, Joyce ]J. Scott,
Maud Sulter, and Barbara Walker.

house of slaves door of no return: Tracing the Autobiographical Marlene Kadar, Susanna
Egan, 2009-10-22 The essays in Tracing the Autobiographical work with the literatures of several
nations to reveal the intersections of broad agendas (for example, national ones) with the personal,
the private, and the individual. Attending to ethics, exile, tyranny, and hope, the contributors listen
for echoes and murmurs as well as authoritative declarations. They also watch for the appearance of
auto/biography in unexpected places, tracing patterns from materials that have been left behind.
Many of the essays return to the question of text or traces of text, demonstrating that the language
of autobiography, as well as the textualized identities of individual persons, can be traced in multiple
media and sometimes unlikely documents, each of which requires close textual examination. These
“unlikely documents” include a deportation list, an art exhibit, reality TV, Web sites and chat rooms,
architectural spaces, and government memos, as well as the more familiar literary genres—a play,
the long poem, or the short story. Interdisciplinary in scope and contemporary in outlook, Tracing
the Autobiographical is a welcome addition to autobiography scholarship, focusing on non-traditional
genres and on the importance of location and place in life writing. Read the chapter “Gender,
Nation, and Self-Narration: Three Generations of Dayan Women in Palestine/Israel” by Bina
Freiwald on the Concordia University Library Spectrum Research Repository website.

house of slaves door of no return: Grappling with Monuments of Oppression Christopher
C. Fennell, 2024-12-30 Grappling with Monuments of Oppression provides a timely analysis of the
diverse approaches being used around the world to confront colonial and imperial monuments and
to promote social equity. Presenting 12 interdisciplinary, international case studies, this volume
explores the ways in which the materiality of social domination can be combated. With contributions
from activists, scholars, artists, and policymakers, the book envisions the theme of restorative justice
in heritage and archaeology as encompassing initiatives for the reconciliation of past societal



transgressions using processes that are multivocal, dialogic, historically informed, community-based,
negotiated, and transformative. Arguing that monuments to historical figures who engaged in
oppressive regimes provide rich opportunities for dialogue and negotiation, chapters within the book
demonstrate that, by confronting these monuments, citizens can envision new ways to address the
context and significance of the figures they memorialize and the many people who were targets of
their oppression. Contributors to the book also provide a toolkit of methods and strategies for
addressing the continuing structures of social domination. Grappling with Monuments of Oppression
will be essential reading for academics and students working in heritage studies, archaeology,
anthropology, material culture studies, landscape analysis, and museum studies. It will also be of
great interest to practitioners and activists around the world.

house of slaves door of no return: Monuments of the Black Atlantic Joanne M. Braxton, 2004
With Aldon Nielson, the editors of this volume agree that the middle passage may be the great
repressed signifier of American historical consciousness. The essays collected here illustrate that the
repressed memory of crossing lives not only in the academy, in oral traditions, and in the stone walls
of slave fortresses but in the liturgy as well as the spiritual and religious practices throughout the
African Diaspora. Descendants of African slaves living in the wide Diaspora are bearers of an
unforgetful strength that endures and endures, manifesting itself in every aspect of culture. Black
writers, artists and musicians in the New World have tested the limits of cultural memory, finding in
it the inspiration to speak the unspeakable.

house of slaves door of no return: Blackhood Against the Police Power Tryon P. Woods,
2019-06-01 Both significant and timely, Blackhood Against the Police Power addresses the
punishment of “race” and the disavowal of sexual violence central to the contemporary “post-racial”
culture of politics. Here the author asserts that the post-racial presents an antiblack animus that
should be read as desiring the end of blackness and the black liberation movement’s singular ethical
claims. The book redefines policing as a sociohistorical process of implementing antiblackness and,
in so doing, redefines racism as an act of sexual violence that produces the punishment of race. It
smartly critiques the way leading antiracist discourse is frequently complicit with antiblackness and
recalls the original 1960s conception of black studies as a corrective to the deficiencies in today’s
critical discourse on race and sex. The book explores these lines of inquiry to pinpoint how the
history of racial slavery wraps itself in a new discourse of disavowal. In this way, Blackhood Against
the Police Power responds to a range of texts, policies, practices, and representations complicit with
the police power—from the Fourth Amendment and the movements to curtail stop-and-frisk policing
and mass incarceration to popular culture treatments of blackness to the leading academic
discourses on race and sex politics.

house of slaves door of no return: How the Word Is Passed Clint Smith, 2021-06-01 This
“important and timely” (Drew Faust, Harvard Magazine) #1 New York Times bestseller examines
the legacy of slavery in America—and how both history and memory continue to shape our everyday
lives. Beginning in his hometown of New Orleans, Clint Smith leads the reader on an unforgettable
tour of monuments and landmarks—those that are honest about the past and those that are
not—that offer an intergenerational story of how slavery has been central in shaping our nation's
collective history, and ourselves. It is the story of the Monticello Plantation in Virginia, the estate
where Thomas Jefferson wrote letters espousing the urgent need for liberty while enslaving more
than four hundred people. It is the story of the Whitney Plantation, one of the only former
plantations devoted to preserving the experience of the enslaved people whose lives and work
sustained it. It is the story of Angola, a former plantation-turned-maximum-security prison in
Louisiana that is filled with Black men who work across the 18,000-acre land for virtually no pay.
And it is the story of Blandford Cemetery, the final resting place of tens of thousands of Confederate
soldiers. A deeply researched and transporting exploration of the legacy of slavery and its imprint on
centuries of American history, How the Word Is Passed illustrates how some of our country's most
essential stories are hidden in plain view—whether in places we might drive by on our way to work,
holidays such as Juneteenth, or entire neighborhoods like downtown Manhattan, where the brutal



history of the trade in enslaved men, women, and children has been deeply imprinted. Informed by
scholarship and brought to life by the story of people living today, Smith's debut work of nonfiction
is a landmark of reflection and insight that offers a new understanding of the hopeful role that
memory and history can play in making sense of our country and how it has come to be. Winner of
the National Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction Winner of the Stowe Prize Winner of 2022
Hillman Prize for Book Journalism A New York Times 10 Best Books of 2021

house of slaves door of no return: Middle East and Africa Trudy Ring, Noelle Watson, Paul
Schellinger, 2014-03-05 This five-volume set presents some 1,000 comprehensive and fully
illustrated histories of the most famous sites in the world. Entries include location, description, and
site details, and a 3,000- to 4,000-word essay that provides a full history of the site and its condition
today. An annotated further reading list of books and articles about the site completes each entry.
The geographically organized volumes include: * Volume 1: The Americas * [1-884964-00-1] *
Volume 2: Northern Europe * [1-884964-01-X] * Volume 3: Southern Europe * [1-884964-02-8] *
Volume 4: Middle East & Africa * [1-884964-03-6] * Volume 5: Asia & Oceania * [1-884964-04-4]

house of slaves door of no return: African Cinema in a Global Age Kenneth W. Harrow,
2023-09-19 This book traces the developments in African films that were made from the 1990s to the
present within the evolving frame of what came to be called ‘World Cinema’ and, eventually, ‘Global
Cinema.” Kenneth W. Harrow explores how, from the time video and then digital technologies were
introduced in the 1990s, and then again, when streaming platforms assumed major roles in
producing and distributing film between the 2010s and 2020s, African cinema underwent enormous
changes. He highlights how the introduction of the continent’s first successful commercial cinema,
Nollywood, shifted the focus from engagé films, with social or political messages, to entertainment
movies, but also auteur cinema. Harrow explores how this transformation liberated African
filmmakers and resulted in an incredible, enduring flow of creative, inventive, and thoughtful
filmmaking. This book presents a number of those critical films that mark that trajectory, projecting
a new sense of African film spaces and temporalities, while also highlighting how African films
continue to find independent pathways. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of
African cinema and world cinema, as well as researchers specifically examining African cinemas and
their relationship to globalization.

house of slaves door of no return: Redemption of a Dream Nathan A Sowah, 2017-08-08
Without a doubt, a journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step; but a journey to hell and
back, may never be a pleasant story to tell. By all human standards, it is undeniable that rising from
the dungeons of bondage to the highest offices in the land is nothing short of a miracle. Similarly,
rising from the doldrums of Apartheid to the highest offices in the land is equally, nothing short of a
miracle. Similarly, rising from the gas chambers and concentration camps of Auschwitz back to the
promise land is equally, nothing short of a miracle. But what is even more miraculous is that, such
shameful atrocities and such heinous crimes against humanity have all happened in human society.
Nevertheless, such amazing triumphs of good over evil and such astounding achievements of
beleaguered people, from the most humble beginnings to the highest levels of human dignity, have
also happened in human society. Redemption of a Dream is the story of one race of people, sent on a
treacherous journey, centuries ago and yet, the essence of the story came to fulfillment right before
our eyes, in this generation of our lifetime. This is a true story of the struggle for dignity among the
various races, cultures, colors and religions within the largest melting pot on earth. Find out how the
new world became a multi-racial, multi-cultural, multi-colored and multi-religious society, even
before the Union was formed. This story also chronicles the reflections, recollections and
lamentations of the author. Born and raised in the Gold Coast colony, he came to America to fulfill
his dream of higher education. He also recalls his childhood experiences during the first-ever
transfer of power from colonial-rule to self-rule in the first-ever Democracy formed in black Africa in
1957. The author strikes an interesting similarity between himself and the father of the 44th
President of the United States; each came to America in pursuit of his dream of college education
and if all goes well; maybe experience the American Dream and let the chips fall where they may.



Find out what happened in each of their separate lives in America. Get to the roots of the struggle;
find out the true origin of the black American struggle for dignity. Find out how the stone that the
builders rejected, became the cornerstone of the finest mansion in the land, build by slave labor,
reserved for nobility and eventually occupied by descendants of the same slaves who built it. I grew
up in the small canoe-fishing town of Christiansborg, Osu, on the Atlantic coast of West Africa. As a
child, I was fortunate enough to attend the schools that the early Missionaries built during the
colonial era. Growing up under the shadow of the infamous Christiansborg Castle; I quickly learnt
what many in our community already knew. It was common knowledge that our peaceful and
picturesque, seaside neighborhood, was one of the most vicious slave market centers in black Africa;
next only to the iniquitous Cape Coast Castle; a few hundred miles west of my hometown and the
notorious Elmina Castle, further to the west of my hometown. All three colossal castles, still stand
today on the sandy shores and in the salt waters of the Atlantic Ocean; each colonial castle, acting as
giant window, looking back in retrospect to the ills of the colonial era and the evils of the slavery
era. I decided to write this book, Redemption of a Dream, when America elected its first-ever African
American president in almost three centuries. To me, this is the greatest and most significant
change that ever happened since the new world was discovered. I wrote this book solely in honor of
the brave heroes and legends of The Struggle from slavery to Presidency. Thanks for checking out
my story and God bless.
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