
battle of white mountain
Battle of White Mountain: A Pivotal Turning Point in Czech History

Battle of White Mountain stands as one of the most significant and decisive conflicts in
Central European history. Fought on November 8, 1620, near Prague, this battle marked
the beginning of the Habsburg dominance over the Czech lands and had profound
repercussions for the region’s religious, political, and cultural landscape. Understanding
the Battle of White Mountain is essential to grasp the complex history of the Czech
Republic and its role within the broader context of European history.

---

Background and Causes of the Battle

To comprehend the significance of the Battle of White Mountain, it is crucial to examine
the political and religious climate leading up to the confrontation. The early 17th century
was a period of intense religious strife, political upheaval, and dynastic ambitions across
Europe.

The Bohemian Revolt and Religious Tensions

- The Bohemian Kingdom, a constituent part of the Holy Roman Empire, was a region with
a diverse population comprising Catholics, Protestants (especially Calvinists and
Lutherans), and other religious groups.
- The Protestant Bohemians, inspired by the Reformation and seeking greater autonomy,
challenged the Catholic Habsburg authority.
- The Defenestration of Prague in 1618, where Protestant nobles threw Catholic officials
out of a window of Prague Castle, ignited the Bohemian Revolt.

The Rise of Habsburg Power

- The Habsburg dynasty aimed to consolidate their control over the Holy Roman Empire
and its constituent lands, including Bohemia.
- The Habsburgs were staunch Catholics and sought to suppress Protestant influence in
their domains.
- The accession of Ferdinand II as King of Bohemia intensified tensions, as he was a devout
Catholic with ambitions to tighten Habsburg control.

The Political Alliance and External Support

- The Protestant estates of Bohemia sought support from neighboring Protestant states,



notably Sweden and Denmark.
- Catholic powers, including Spain and Austria, supported Ferdinand II’s efforts to restore
Catholic dominance.
- The conflict was thus both religious and political, with broader implications for European
balance of power.

---

The Battle of White Mountain: The Course of the
Conflict

The Battle of White Mountain was fought in a strategic location near Prague, on the slopes
of the White Mountain (Bílá Hora), a hill overlooking the city.

Forces and Commanders

- The Habsburg forces were commanded by Count Tilly, a seasoned general renowned for
his military prowess.
- The Protestant forces were led by Christian of Anhalt and other Bohemian nobles, though
their army was less organized and experienced.

Key points about the armies:

- The Habsburg army consisted of approximately 26,000 soldiers, well-equipped and
trained.
- The Protestant army numbered around 15,000, comprising mainly local Bohemians, some
mercenaries, and volunteers.

The Battle Strategy

- The Protestant forces sought to defend Prague and resist the Habsburg offensive.
- The Habsburgs employed a traditional pike and shot formation, aiming to outflank and
overpower the Protestant army.
- The terrain favored the Habsburgs, who utilized their artillery and disciplined infantry to
break the Protestant lines.

The Outcome of the Battle

- The battle lasted only a few hours, with the Habsburg army decisively defeating the
Protestant forces.
- The Protestant army was routed, suffering heavy casualties and losing many officers and
soldiers.



- The victory secured Habsburg control over Bohemia and effectively ended the revolt.

---

Consequences and Impact of the Battle

The Battle of White Mountain had profound and lasting consequences for Bohemia and
Central Europe.

Immediate Aftermath

- The defeat led to the suppression of Protestantism in Bohemia.
- Many Protestant nobles and soldiers were executed, imprisoned, or exiled.
- The Habsburgs imposed strict Catholic policies, including the re-Catholicization of the
region.

Long-Term Political Changes

- The battle cemented Habsburg dominance over the Czech lands, integrating them more
firmly into the Holy Roman Empire.
- The Bohemian estates were dissolved or severely restricted, reducing local autonomy.
- Ferdinand II’s successors continued policies of centralization and Catholic revival.

Religious Repercussions

- The victory marked the beginning of the Counter-Reformation in Bohemia.
- Protestant churches were closed or repurposed as Catholic institutions.
- The period following the battle saw efforts to eradicate Protestant influence from public
life.

Cultural and Historical Significance

- The Battle of White Mountain became a symbol of Habsburg authority and Catholic
triumph.
- It is viewed as a tragic moment for Czech national history, representing loss of
independence and religious freedom.
- The battle is commemorated in Czech history, literature, and collective memory as a
pivotal event.

---



Legacy and Modern Perspectives

Today, the Battle of White Mountain remains a key historical event studied by historians
and commemorated in Czech cultural consciousness.

Historical Interpretations

- Some view the battle as a tragic clash of religious factions that shaped the future of
Central Europe.
- Others analyze it as a strategic military engagement that exemplifies the importance of
terrain, discipline, and leadership.

Commemoration and Memorials

- The site near Prague features memorials and monuments honoring those who fought and
died.
- The battle is featured in Czech history curricula and is part of national identity
discussions.

Contemporary Relevance

- The Battle of White Mountain serves as a reminder of the destructive potential of
religious and political conflicts.
- It underscores the importance of tolerance and the dangers of imperial overreach.

---

Conclusion

The Battle of White Mountain was more than just a military confrontation; it was a
defining moment that shaped the destiny of the Czech lands and influenced the religious
and political landscape of Central Europe. Its aftermath ushered in a period of Habsburg
dominance, religious repression, and cultural transformation that would last for centuries.
Understanding this battle provides valuable insights into European history, illustrating
how a single conflict can influence the course of nations and peoples for generations to
come. As a symbol of both sovereignty and struggle, the Battle of White Mountain remains
a significant chapter in the story of the Czech Republic and the broader narrative of
European history.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Battle of White Mountain and when did it
happen?
The Battle of White Mountain took place on November 8, 1620, and was a decisive early
battle in the Thirty Years' War, where the Catholic Habsburg forces defeated the
Protestant Bohemian armies near Prague.

Why is the Battle of White Mountain considered a
turning point in Czech history?
It marked the suppression of Protestant nobility in Bohemia, leading to Habsburg
dominance, religious persecution, and significant political changes that shaped Czech
history for centuries.

Who were the main commanders involved in the Battle
of White Mountain?
The Habsburg forces were led by Count Tilly, while the Protestant Bohemian armies were
commanded by Christian of Anhalt and other local leaders.

What were the consequences of the Battle of White
Mountain for the Bohemian Revolt?
The victory solidified Habsburg control over Bohemia, resulted in the loss of religious and
political freedoms for Protestants, and led to increased Catholic influence in the region.

How did the Battle of White Mountain impact the Thirty
Years' War?
It marked the beginning of Habsburg dominance in the early phase of the war, influencing
subsequent battles and the overall trajectory of the conflict.

What role did religious tensions play in the Battle of
White Mountain?
Religious tensions between Catholics and Protestants were central, with the battle
representing a clash that determined religious and political control in Bohemia.

Was the Battle of White Mountain a large-scale military
engagement?
Yes, it involved significant forces with thousands of soldiers, and is considered a pivotal
and decisive engagement in the early stages of the Thirty Years' War.



How is the Battle of White Mountain remembered in
Czech history?
It is remembered as a symbol of the loss of Czech independence and religious freedom,
often commemorated as a moment of national tragedy and for its role in shaping Czech
identity.

Did the Battle of White Mountain influence subsequent
European conflicts?
Yes, it influenced the political and religious landscape of Central Europe, setting
precedents for Catholic dominance and impacting neighboring regions' struggles for
religious and political autonomy.

Are there any notable monuments or memorials related
to the Battle of White Mountain?
Yes, there are several monuments and memorials in the Czech Republic, including sites
near Prague that commemorate the battle and its historical significance.

Additional Resources
Battle of White Mountain: A Pivotal Turning Point in the Bohemian Revolt and the Thirty
Years' War

The Battle of White Mountain stands as one of the most significant and decisive
engagements in European history, marking a turning point in the tumultuous early stages
of the Thirty Years' War. Fought on November 8, 1620, near Prague, this battle not only
altered the religious and political landscape of Central Europe but also signaled the
decline of the Bohemian Protestant nobility and the rise of Habsburg dominance over the
Holy Roman Empire. To fully understand its importance, one must explore its background,
the key players involved, the tactical details, and its far-reaching consequences.

---

Historical Background Leading to the Battle

The Religious and Political Climate of Bohemia

In the early 17th century, Bohemia was a crown land within the Holy Roman Empire
characterized by a complex religious tapestry. The Bohemian nobility was predominantly
Protestant, especially Calvinist and Lutheran, influenced by the Reformation’s spread.
Conversely, the Habsburg monarchy, ruling Austria and Spain, adhered to Catholicism and



sought to reinforce Catholic dominance across their realms.

This religious tension was intertwined with political grievances. The Bohemian nobility
resented Habsburg centralization efforts, especially the imposition of Catholicism and
attempts to curtail their traditional rights and privileges. The election of Ferdinand II, a
devout Catholic, as Holy Roman Emperor in 1619, exacerbated these tensions, leading to
widespread unrest.

The Defenestration of Prague and the Outbreak of
Rebellion

The immediate spark for conflict was the Defenestration of Prague in May 1618.
Protestant nobles, opposing the Catholic-influenced policies of Ferdinand II, threw two
Catholic officials out of a window of Prague Castle. This act ignited the Bohemian Revolt,
which quickly escalated into open rebellion against imperial authority.

The Bohemian rebels sought to resist Habsburg attempts at religious and political
centralization. They declared independence, establishing a provisional government and
appealing to other Protestant regions for support.

The Path Toward War and the Formation of Alliances

As tensions grew, various European powers took sides:

- Bohemia and its Protestant allies looked for support from Sweden, the Dutch Republic,
and some German Protestant states.
- Catholic powers, including the Habsburg Monarchy and Spain, aimed to suppress the
revolt and restore Catholic dominance.

The escalation of these conflicts culminated in the deployment of armies to Bohemia,
setting the stage for the Battle of White Mountain.

---

The Key Players and Commanders

The Habsburg and Catholic Forces

- Count Tilly (Johann Tilly): A seasoned Catholic general, Tilly commanded the imperial
army. Known for his discipline and tactical acumen, he played a pivotal role in the Catholic
resurgence.
- Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden: Although not directly involved in this specific battle, his
later intervention would significantly impact the war.



The Bohemian and Protestant Forces

- Christian of Anhalt: A German noble and Protestant leader, he commanded the Bohemian
rebel forces during the battle.
- Count Thurn: A prominent figure among the rebels, involved in the earlier stages of the
revolt.

Overall Strategic Context

The imperial forces aimed to crush the Bohemian rebellion decisively, reassert Habsburg
authority, and restore Catholic dominance. The Bohemian rebels, though motivated, were
numerically and strategically disadvantaged, relying heavily on terrain and surprise
tactics.

---

The Battle: Tactics, Deployment, and Engagement

Pre-Battle Preparations

- The Bohemian rebels occupied advantageous terrain on the slopes of White Mountain,
near Prague.
- They relied on fortified positions and sought to leverage their knowledge of local
geography.
- The imperial army, numbering approximately 20,000 troops, advanced from the south,
aiming to dislodge the rebels.

Order of Battle and Deployment

- Imperial Forces:
- Composed mainly of infantry (pike and shot), cavalry, and artillery.
- Led by Count Tilly, with a well-organized command structure.
- Deployed in a traditional pike and shot formation, with cavalry on the flanks.

- Bohemian Rebels:
- Smaller force, estimated at around 15,000 troops.
- Primarily infantry with some cavalry.
- Positioned on the slopes of White Mountain, prepared to defend their position and
counterattack.



The Engagement

- The battle commenced with artillery exchanges, with the imperial army attempting to
weaken the rebel positions.
- Tilly launched a direct assault, hoping to break through the rebel lines before
reinforcements could arrive.
- The rebels, confident in their terrain advantage, fought fiercely but struggled against the
disciplined imperial forces.
- A decisive moment occurred when the imperial cavalry executed a flanking maneuver,
enveloping the rebel positions.
- The rebels’ morale shattered under relentless assault, and they retreated in disorder.

Key Tactical Elements and Failures

- The imperial army's disciplined discipline and artillery superiority played a crucial role.
- The rebels underestimated the imperial cavalry’s effectiveness in flanking.
- Poor coordination among rebel units and limited reinforcements contributed to their
defeat.
- The terrain, which initially favored the rebels, was eventually bypassed by imperial
maneuvering.

---

Immediate Outcomes and Casualties

- The Battle of White Mountain resulted in a decisive victory for the imperial forces.
- Estimated casualties ranged from 2,000 to 4,000 for the imperial side and approximately
4,000 to 5,000 for the rebels, including prisoners.
- The victory effectively ended the Bohemian revolt, with many rebel leaders captured or
killed.

---

Consequences and Significance of the Battle

Impact on Bohemia and the Protestant Cause

- The defeat marked the collapse of the Protestant resistance in Bohemia.
- The Letter of Majesty (which granted religious freedoms to Protestants) was revoked,
leading to widespread Catholic re-Catholicization.
- Many Protestant nobles faced confiscation of lands and persecution.



Political and Religious Repercussions

- The battle solidified Habsburg control over Bohemia.
- It paved the way for the Catholic Reformation in the region.
- The event demonstrated the effectiveness of disciplined, well-led armies against less
organized rebels.

Broader European Context and the Onset of the Thirty
Years' War

- The victory emboldened the Habsburgs, but also increased tensions among European
powers.
- Sweden, France, and the Dutch began contemplating intervention to curb Habsburg
expansion.
- The battle’s outcome contributed to the escalation of the Thirty Years' War, a devastating
conflict that would ravage Central Europe for three decades.

Long-Term Historical Significance

- The Battle of White Mountain is often viewed as the beginning of a Catholic resurgence
and a setback for Protestantism in Central Europe.
- It exemplifies how religious conflicts intertwined with political power struggles during
this period.
- The event had lasting cultural and political repercussions, shaping the future of the
Czech lands and the Holy Roman Empire.

---

Legacy and Modern Reflection

- The battlefield site near Prague remains a historical landmark, with memorials
commemorating the event.
- Historians analyze the battle as a textbook example of military discipline, terrain
utilization, and the importance of leadership.
- Its lessons continue to influence studies of early modern warfare and the complex
interplay of religion and politics.

---

Conclusion



The Battle of White Mountain was more than just a military confrontation; it was a
symbolic clash that decided the fate of Bohemia and influenced the trajectory of European
history. Its outcome demonstrated the power dynamics of the era, emphasizing the
importance of discipline, terrain, and strategic planning. As a catalyst for the Thirty Years'
War, the battle’s repercussions extended well beyond its immediate aftermath, reshaping
the religious and political map of Central Europe and leaving a legacy that endures in
historical consciousness.

---

In summary, the Battle of White Mountain exemplifies a pivotal moment in early modern
history—where religious tensions, political ambitions, and military strategy converged to
alter the course of nations and faiths. Its study not only illuminates military history but
also offers insight into the profound societal transformations that followed.
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  battle of white mountain: The Battle of the White Mountain and the Bohemian Revolt,
1618-1622 Laurence Spring, 2018-05-15 The Battle of the White Mountain and the Bohemian
Revolt, 1618-1622 not only looks at the battle, but also the armies and campaigns leading up to the
battle.
  battle of white mountain: Incidents in White Mountain History ... To which is Added an
Accurate Guide ... to the White Mountains. Fourth Thousand Benjamin G. WILLEY, 1857
  battle of white mountain: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, 1998
  battle of white mountain: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress.
Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2009
  battle of white mountain: Incidents in White Mountain History Benjamin Glazier Willey, 1856
  battle of white mountain: The Thirty Years War Peter H. Wilson, 2009-10 A deadly
continental struggle, the Thirty Years War devastated seventeenth-century Europe, killing nearly a
quarter of all Germans and laying waste to towns and countryside alike. In a major reassessment,
Wilson argues that religion was not the catalyst, but one element in a lethal stew of political, social,
and dynastic forces that fed the conflict--a conflict that ultimately transformed the map of the
modern world.
  battle of white mountain: A House Divided: Wittelsbach Confessional Court Cultures in the
Holy Roman Empire, c. 1550-1650 Andrew L. Thomas, 2010-04-06 This book is the only book-length
monograph comparing the impact of confessional identity on both halves of the Wittelsbach dynasty
which provided Bavarian dukes and German emperors as well as its implications for late
Renaissance court culture. It demonstrates that religious conflict led to the development of distinctly
confessional court cultures among the main Wittelsbach courts. Likewise, it illuminates how these
confessional court cultures contributed significantly to the splintering of Renaissance humanism
along religious lines in this era. Concomitantly, it sheds new light on the impact of late medieval
dynastic competition on shaping the early modern Wittelsbach courts as well as the important role of
Wittelsbach women in the creation and continuation of dynastic piety in their roles as wives,
mothers, and patronesses of the arts.
  battle of white mountain: The Unknown Europe James R. Payton Jr., 2021-11-03 The
fascinating history of Eastern Europe includes highs of soaring cultural achievement and lows of
almost unimaginable repression. But we in the West don't know much about Eastern Europe or its
history--this book helps us see why. We got interested when the region became a threat during the
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Cold War, but what we learned focused on the Communist period after World War II--not Eastern
Europe itself or its deep history, a history that continues to live in the hearts of its peoples. James
Payton offers an accessible treatment of the history of the region, an opportunity to learn about
Eastern Europeans as they are. He overviews that story from pre-history to the present, examining
eleven turning points that profoundly shaped Eastern European history. His treatment considers the
backgrounds to the turning points, the events, and the long-lasting impacts they had for the various
Eastern European nations. This helps us understand how Eastern Europeans themselves see their
history--the long haul over the centuries, with the influence and impact of events of the
sometimes-distant past shaping how they see themselves, their neighbors, and their place in the
world.
  battle of white mountain: Military History DK, 2012-09-17 The world's weaponry is
showcased inside this spectacular visual guide. From the spears and swords of ancient times to the
guns and grenades of modern warfare, 5,000 years of weaponry are explored and explained in
unprecedented detail. Military History profiles key arms and armaments and conveys technologies
and tactics across hundreds of pages of dramatic photography and accessible text. Find out how war
is waged between battleships at sea, tanks on the battlefield, and fighter planes in the skies. Climb
siege towers, drive chariots, enter medieval fortresses, fly unmanned drones, and detect stealth
bombers. You will also experience virtual tours of iconic vehicles, including the T-34 Tank, the
Lockheed F-117 Stealth Bomber, and the AH-64 Apache helicopter. And discover the leaders,
battles, and weapons of war that have changed the course of history, and understand the lasting
impact of global conflicts. This complete history of weaponry is essential reading for military
enthusiasts of all ages.
  battle of white mountain: 1620. Cesta Na Horu Michal Stehlik, 2020 Battle of White
Mountain! From a certain point of view, it?s just the year 1620 on the timeline and a mandatory part
of the history curriculum. At the same time, however, it is an event that has been described,
processed and interpreted in many different forms. What is our take on it today? Is a distance of 400
years sufficient for us to be able to critically perceive the reality and contemporary context of the
events? These are some of the questions the authors of this exhibition asked themselves during the
preparation.00Two halls and, figuratively speaking, two levels of narration have been put together in
an attempt to present the White Mountain period in the broadest possible context. The first line
faithfully illustrates the spirit of the time and, in a wider background, the situation in the lands of
the Bohemian Crown at the time: what the religious reality, superpower ambitions or the situation in
the Habsburg family were like. You will also learn as much as possible about the battle itself,
including other events such as the transfer of troops between Rakovník and Prague in November of
that fateful year. Thanks to the first-ever multimedia presentation of the battle, you will literally
experience it first-hand. The final part of the exhibition is devoted to the situation in exile after 1620
as well as after 1627 when the Renewed Constitution was issued.00In the second hall, the Second
life of the White Mountain comes into play, the image of history, co-created by literature, music,
theatre, painting, comics and film. Particularly the films convey a clear idea as to how the scheme of
victory and defeat is modelled in these works, e.g. in Honor and Glory starring Rudolf
Hru?ínský.00Exhibition: National Museum Prague, Czech Republic (06.11.2020 - 30.06.2021).
  battle of white mountain: Events That Formed the Modern World Frank W. Thackeray, John E.
Findling, 2012-05-31 This comprehensive five-volume set contains readable essays that describe and
interpret the most important global events since the European Renaissance, some accompanied by
related document excerpts and primary source materials. What were the effects of the Age of
Exploration on today's ethnic groups and social structure? How did the development of moveable
type pave the way for Facebook and Twitter? Why is the Reformation so critical for understanding
today's religious controversies? This set will help readers answer these questions by exploring the
most significant historical events of the modern world. This five-volume set covers times from the
Renaissance to the present. Each volume focuses on a specific historic period and examines 12
events within those time frames that changed the world. Each entry provides an introduction that



lays out factual material in a chronological manner, an in-depth essay interpreting the event's
significance, and an annotated bibliography of the most important current works on the topic. Select
entries are followed by primary sources pertaining to the event under consideration, such as diary
entries. Targeted to both general readers as well as entry-level university students, this book also
directly supports high school and undergraduate curricula, allowing students to identify and
contextualize events in order to think critically about their causes, aftermath, and legacy.
  battle of white mountain: A History of the Czech Lands Jaroslav Pánek, Oldřich Tůma, 2018
Born January 1, 1993 after it split with Slovakia, the Czech Republic is one of the youngest members
of the European Union. Despite its youth as a nation, this land and the areas just outside its modern
borders boasts an ancient and intricate past. With A History of the Czech Lands, editors Jaroslav
Pánek and Oldrich Tuma—along with several scholars from the Academy of Sciences of the Czech
Republic and Charles University—provide one of the most complete historical accounts of this region
to date. Pánek and Tuma’s history begins in the Neolithic era and follows the development of the
state as it transformed into the Kingdom of Bohemia during the ninth century, into Czechoslovakia
after World War I, and finally into the Czech Republic. Such a tumultuous political past arises in part
from a fascinating native people, and A History of the Czech Lands profiles the Czechs in great
detail, delving into past and present traditions and explaining how generation after generation
adapted to a perpetually changing government and economy. In addition, Pánek and Tuma examine
the many minorities that now call these lands home—Jews, Slovaks, Poles, Germans, Ukrainians, and
others—and how each group’s migration to the region has contributed to life in the Czech Republic
today. The first study in English with this scope and ambition, A History of the Czech Lands is
essential for scholars of Slavic, Central, and East European studies and a must-read for those who
trace their ancestry to these lands
  battle of white mountain: History of the White Mountains Benjamin Glazier Willey, 1869
  battle of white mountain: The White King Leanda de Lisle, 2017-10-31 From the New York
Times bestselling author and master of narrative nonfiction comes the tragic story of Charles I, his
warrior queen, Britain's civil wars and the trial for his life. Less than forty years after England's
golden age under Elizabeth I, the country was at war with itself. Split between loyalty to the Crown
or to Parliament, war raged on English soil. The English Civil War would set family against family,
friend against friend, and its casualties were immense--a greater proportion of the population died
than in World War I. At the head of the disintegrating kingdom was King Charles I. In this vivid
portrait -- informed by previously unseen manuscripts, including royal correspondence between the
king and his queen -- Leanda de Lisle depicts a man who was principled and brave, but fatally
blinkered. Charles never understood his own subjects or court intrigue. At the heart of the drama
were the Janus-faced cousins who befriended and betrayed him -- Henry Holland, his peacocking
servant whose brother, the New England colonialist Robert Warwick, engineered the king's fall; and
Lucy Carlisle, the magnetic 'last Boleyn girl' and faithless favorite of Charles's maligned and fearless
queen. The tragedy of Charles I was that he fell not as a consequence of vice or wickedness, but of
his human flaws and misjudgments. The White King is a story for our times, of populist politicians
and religious war, of manipulative media and the reshaping of nations. For Charles it ended on the
scaffold, condemned as a traitor and murderer, yet lauded also as a martyr, his reign destined to
sow the seeds of democracy in Britain and the New World.
  battle of white mountain: Noble Nationalists Eagle Glassheim, 2005-11-15 Glassheim
examines the transformation of Bohemian noble identity from the rise of mass politics in the late
19th century to the descent of the Iron Curtain after World War II. He offers valuable insights on the
nationalization of a conservative political elite, and on the revolutions that recast Central Europe in
the first half of the 20th century.
  battle of white mountain: Radio and the Performance of Government Erica Harrison,
2023-09-01 Throughout the Second World War, the Czechoslovak Government-in-Exile broadcast
over the BBC from London, hoping to reach out to their former compatriots living in a divided and
occupied Europe. As the only way of projecting their authority, President Beneš and his colleagues



relied on the radio as a stage on which to perform as the government they wished to be,
representing a Czechoslovak state they hoped to recreate after the war. Despite a ban on listening to
foreign broadcasts in the German-occupied Protectorate and Slovakia, many tuned in to hear
‘London calling’ and the broadcasts provided the strongest connection between the London
Czechoslovaks and the audience at home. This work examines this government programme for the
first time, making use of previously unstudied archival sources to examine how the exiles understood
their mission and how their propaganda work was shaped by both British and Soviet influences. This
study assesses the strengths, weaknesses, and limitations of the government’s radio propaganda as
they navigated the complexities of exile, with chapters examining how they used the radio to
establish their own authority, how they understood the past and future of a Czechoslovak nation, and
how they struggled to include Slovakia and Subcarpathian Ruthenia within it.
  battle of white mountain: The Secret Life of Genius John Chambers, 2009-06-25 A look at
the metaphysical experiences that shaped the lives and work of 24 great men and women from the
Renaissance to modern times • Chronicles the changing relationship with God, nature, and
spirituality from the 16th century to the 20th century • Includes encounters with the paranormal of
Ben Johnson, Isaac Newton, Mary Shelley, Leo Tolstoy, Doris Lessing, and Winston Churchill What
role did the esoteric thought of Swedenborg play in the creative output of Honoré de Balzac? Did a
supernatural encounter prompt Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley to focus her work on the theme of
immortality? Building on his earlier research on communications with the spirit world that Victor
Hugo, author of Les Misérables, experienced while in exile on the isle of Jersey, John Chambers now
looks at the role occult knowledge and supernatural experiences played in the lives of 24 geniuses.
His investigation spans the life and work of William Blake, Helena Blavatsky, and W. B. Yeats, whose
esoteric interests are well known, as well as those little suspected of such encounters with worlds
beyond ours, including Doris Lessing, Leo Tolstoy, Norman Mailer, Yukio Mishima, and Winston
Churchill. Chambers presents more than a collection of anecdotes and newly revealed secrets. His
research provides insightful historical context of the decisive turning point that took place with the
collapse of Prague, the occult capital of Europe, in 1620, which resulted in the victory of Cartesian
reality and Newton’s scientific paradigm over the esoteric traditions that flourished until that time.
The magical and occult world shown in the lives of these 24 great men and women offers us a
glimpse of what could still be ours--a world that though it is now overshadowed by modern scientific
and technological principles is yet still visible on the horizon through the visions and paranormal
experiences of these geniuses.
  battle of white mountain: Metaphors, Narratives, Emotions Stefán Snævarr, 2010 This book
argues that there is a complex logical and epistemological interplay between the concepts of
metaphor, narrative, and emotions. They share a number of important similarities and connections.
In the first place, all three are constituted by aspect-seeing, the seeing-as or perception of Gestalts.
Secondly, all three are meaning-endowing devices, helping us to furnish our world with meaning.
Thirdly, the threesome constitutes a trinity. Emotions have both a narrative and metaphoric
structure, and we can analyse the concepts of metaphors and narratives partly in each other's terms.
Further, the concept of narratives can partly be analysed in the terms of emotions. And if emotions
have both a narrative structure and a metaphoric one, then the concept of emotions must to some
extent be analysable through the concepts of narratives and metaphors. But there is more.
Metaphors (especially poetic ones) are important tools for the understanding of the tacit sides of
emotions, perhaps because of the metaphoric structure of emotions. The notion that narrations can
be tools for understanding emotions follows from two facts: narrations are devices for explanation
and emotions have a narrative structure. Fourthly, the threesome has an impact on our rationality. It
has become commonplace to say that emotions have a cognitive content, that narratives have an
explanatory function, and that metaphors can perform cognitive functions. This book is the first
attempt to articulate the implications that these new ways of seeing the three concepts entail for our
concept of reason. The cognitive roles of the threesome suggest a richer notion of rationality than
has traditionally been held, a rationality enlivened with metaphoric, narrative, and emotive qualities.



Stefan Snaevarr (Reykjavik, 1953) studied philosophy and related subjects in Norway and Germany.
Professor at Lillehammer University College in Norway, he is the author of several books of various
kind in English, Norwegian and Icelandic.
  battle of white mountain: Religion and Nationalism in Soviet and East European
Politics Sabrina P. Ramet, 1989 Religious organizations in many countries of the communist world
have served as agents for the preservation, defense, and reinforcement of nationalist feelings, and in
playing this role have frequently been a source of frustration to the Communist Party elites.
Although the relationship between governments and religious groups varies according to the
particular country and group in question, the mosaic of these relationships constitutes a revealing
picture of the political reform shaping the lives of Soviet and East European citizens.
  battle of white mountain: The Complete Idiot's Guide to the Reformation &
Protestantism James S. Bell, Tracy Macon Sumner, 2002 An easy-to-understand history of the
Reformation and how it created modern Protestantism, for anyone interested in understanding why
the Protestant churches, denominations and beliefs are what they are today.
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