
the world as will and idea
The world as will and idea is a profound philosophical concept introduced by
Arthur Schopenhauer that explores the dual nature of reality. According to
Schopenhauer, our universe can be understood through two fundamental aspects:
the will, which represents the blind, irrational force driving all existence,
and the idea, which embodies the realm of representation, perception, and
rational thought. This duality offers a comprehensive framework for
understanding human experience, the nature of the universe, and our place
within it. In this article, we will delve into the core ideas behind the
world as will and idea, examining its philosophical foundations,
implications, and relevance today.

Understanding the Philosophy of the World as
Will and Idea

The Concept of the Will
Schopenhauer posits that the will is the essential, metaphysical force
underlying all phenomena in the universe. It is:

An irrational,blind force — not guided by reason or purpose

Universal — manifesting through natural laws, human desires, and
biological instincts

Endless and insatiable — constantly striving without ultimate
fulfillment

The true essence of reality — beyond appearances and perceptions

This will is not a conscious entity but a fundamental force that manifests
itself in every aspect of existence, from the movement of galaxies to the
desires of individual humans. It is the source of all suffering, as the
endless striving of the will means that satisfaction is fleeting and
ultimately elusive.

The Realm of Ideas
Contrasting with the will, the idea refers to the realm of perception,
representation, and rational understanding. It encompasses:



Phenomena — the world as we experience it through our senses

The realm of perception and cognition — how we interpret and organize
sensory data

The realm of rational thought — science, logic, philosophy, and art

The subjective perspective — how individuals perceive and interpret
reality

While the will is the underlying reality, the idea is the way this reality
appears to us through our mental faculties. In essence, the idea is the world
of phenomena, shaped by our perceptions and understanding.

Key Aspects of the Doctrine: The Duality of
Reality

The Will as the Noumenon
In Kantian terms, Schopenhauer considers the will as the "thing-in-itself"
(noumenon), existing independently of our perception. It is:

The ultimate reality behind all appearances

Unknowable directly through sensory experience

Expressed through the natural world and human desires

This perspective emphasizes that our perception of the world is merely a
surface-level appearance, and true reality is rooted in the will.

The World as Phenomena: The Idea
The idea, according to Schopenhauer, is how the will manifests in the world
of phenomena. It is:

The world as represented to us — the sum of perceptual and conceptual
frameworks

Filtered through our senses and mental constructs



Accessible through reason, art, and philosophical insight

Understanding the idea allows us to grasp the structure of our experience,
even if it does not reveal the will directly.

Implications of the Will and Idea Duality

Human Desire and Suffering
A central consequence of Schopenhauer's philosophy is that human suffering
stems from the insatiable nature of the will. Since desires are
manifestations of the will, fulfilling them provides only temporary relief,
leading to ongoing dissatisfaction.

Desire as a manifestation of the will — craving, ambition, greed

Suffering as inherent to existence — because desires are endless

The pursuit of happiness as ultimately futile

This outlook encourages a form of asceticism or detachment, as a way to
mitigate suffering by reducing the influence of the will.

The Role of Art and Aesthetics
Schopenhauer believed that art offers a unique window into the idea, allowing
us temporarily to escape the tyranny of the will. Art enables:

Pure perception — experiencing beauty without personal desire

A glimpse into the realm of ideas — understanding universal forms and
truths

A form of salvation — momentary relief from suffering

In this sense, aesthetic experience provides a way to transcend individual
desires and connect with the universal idea.



Ethics and Compassion
Recognizing the will as the root of all suffering fosters a compassionate
outlook. Schopenhauer argued that:

All living beings are manifestations of the same will

Compassion is the basis of moral action — understanding the shared
nature of suffering

Moral development involves recognizing the unity of all existence

This perspective promotes altruism and a sense of kinship among all beings.

Relevance of the World as Will and Idea Today

Influence on Modern Philosophy and Psychology
Schopenhauer’s ideas have significantly impacted thinkers like Freud,
Nietzsche, and Jung, especially concerning the unconscious drives, the nature
of desire, and the human condition. His emphasis on the irrational will
prefigures psychoanalytic theories about subconscious forces.

Contribution to Art and Literature
Many artists and writers have drawn inspiration from Schopenhauer’s concept
of art as a means of transcending the will. His ideas influenced movements
such as Romanticism and existentialism, emphasizing the importance of
aesthetics and individual perception.

Contemporary Scientific Perspectives
While scientific materialism tends to focus on observable phenomena, some
fields like quantum physics and consciousness studies echo Schopenhauer’s
notion that reality has deeper, less tangible layers. The duality of will and
idea resonates with the mind-body problem and debates over the nature of
consciousness.

Conclusion: Embracing the Duality
The philosophy of the world as will and idea offers a compelling lens for
understanding the universe and ourselves. By recognizing that beneath the



surface of appearances lies an irrational, striving will, while our
perceptions are shaped by the realm of ideas, we gain insight into the nature
of desire, suffering, and the possibility of transcendence. Whether through
art, philosophy, or ethical compassion, engaging with this duality invites a
deeper appreciation of the complex fabric of reality and our place within it.

In today’s world, where material pursuits often dominate, Schopenhauer’s
emphasis on the primacy of will and the importance of aesthetic and ethical
awareness remains profoundly relevant. It encourages us to reflect on our
desires, seek moments of pure perception, and cultivate compassion—pursuits
that can lead to a richer, more meaningful existence rooted in the
understanding of the world as both will and idea.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central premise of 'The World as Will
and Idea' by Arthur Schopenhauer?
Schopenhauer's central premise is that the world we experience is a
manifestation of the 'will,' an irrational and blind force, and that our
perception or 'idea' of the world is a mental representation shaped by this
underlying will.

How does Schopenhauer differentiate between the
'will' and the 'idea' in his philosophy?
Schopenhauer distinguishes the 'will' as the inner, irrational force driving
all existence, while the 'idea' refers to the world as perceived through our
mental representations, which are shaped by our individual consciousness.

In what ways has 'The World as Will and Idea'
influenced modern philosophy and psychology?
The book has significantly influenced existentialism, psychoanalysis, and
phenomenology by emphasizing the primacy of irrational forces and the
subjective nature of perception, inspiring thinkers like Nietzsche and Freud.

How does Schopenhauer's concept of the 'will' relate
to contemporary debates on consciousness and free
will?
Schopenhauer's idea that the 'will' is an unconscious, blind force aligns
with modern views exploring the subconscious and challenges notions of free
will, suggesting that much of human behavior is driven by primal, non-
rational forces.



What role does aesthetic experience play in
Schopenhauer's view of escaping the 'will'?
Schopenhauer argues that aesthetic contemplation allows individuals to
temporarily transcend the 'will' by perceiving the world purely as idea,
providing a form of relief from suffering caused by desires.

Can Schopenhauer's ideas about the 'will' and 'idea'
be applied to understanding modern existential
crises?
Yes, his emphasis on the irrational 'will' as the root of suffering offers
insights into existential crises, highlighting the struggle to find meaning
amid the relentless drive of desires and the illusory nature of perception.

How does Schopenhauer's philosophy compare to that
of Immanuel Kant regarding perception and reality?
While Kant posited that our knowledge is limited to phenomena shaped by
mental categories, Schopenhauer builds on this by asserting that the ultimate
reality (the 'thing-in-itself') is the will, which we can only access
indirectly through our ideas.

What are some criticisms of Schopenhauer's concept
of the world as will and idea?
Critics argue that Schopenhauer's emphasis on irrational will underestimates
rationality, and his pessimistic worldview is seen as overly negative,
neglecting the potential for human agency and positive experiences.

How is 'The World as Will and Idea' relevant to
contemporary discussions on the nature of reality
and perception?
The book remains relevant as it challenges the assumption that our
perceptions fully capture reality, emphasizing the distinction between
appearances (ideas) and the underlying forces (will), which resonates with
modern philosophical and scientific inquiries into consciousness and reality.

Additional Resources
The World as Will and Idea: A Deep Dive into Schopenhauer’s Metaphysical
Philosophy

Arthur Schopenhauer’s seminal work, The World as Will and Idea, stands as one



of the most influential and profound metaphysical treatises in Western
philosophy. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the core concepts,
historical context, and lasting impact of Schopenhauer’s philosophy,
dissecting the intricate relationship between the will and the idea that he
posits as the fundamental structure of reality. Through this analysis,
readers will gain a nuanced understanding of how Schopenhauer's ideas
continue to resonate within philosophical discourse and beyond.

---

Introduction: Understanding the Significance of Schopenhauer’s Masterpiece

The World as Will and Idea is more than just a philosophical text; it is a
comprehensive metaphysical system that seeks to explain the nature of
reality, human existence, and the universe itself. Written in 1818 and
published in 1819, the work synthesizes ideas from Kantian philosophy,
Eastern thought, and Schopenhauer’s own insights. At its core, the book
asserts that the world we perceive—what we call reality—is a manifestation of
two fundamental aspects: the will and the idea.

By examining these two elements, Schopenhauer offers a unique perspective
that challenges materialist and idealist traditions, proposing instead a
dual-aspect view that emphasizes the primacy of the will. This duality
provides a foundation for understanding human suffering, art, ethics, and the
possibility of transcendence.

---

The Historical and Philosophical Context

Kantian Roots and the Shift in Perspective

Schopenhauer’s philosophy is deeply rooted in the critical philosophy of
Immanuel Kant. Kant argued that our perception of reality is mediated by
innate structures of the mind, and that we cannot access things-in-themselves
(Ding an sich). Schopenhauer takes this further by emphasizing the
distinction between the phenomenal world (the world as we experience it) and
the noumenal world (things-in-themselves).

Schopenhauer adopts Kant’s distinction but diverges by asserting that the
thing-in-itself is none other than the will, an irrational, blind force
underlying all existence. This move marks a significant turning point, as it
shifts the focus from a purely epistemological inquiry to a metaphysical one.

Eastern Philosophical Influences

Schopenhauer was notably influenced by Eastern philosophies, especially
Indian Vedanta and Buddhism. Concepts like the illusory nature of the world
(Maya) and the emphasis on overcoming desire resonate with his ideas on the
will. He saw the suffering inherent in desire as a central aspect of life,
and this cross-cultural synthesis enriched his metaphysical framework.



---

Core Concepts in The World as Will and Idea

The Dual Aspects of Reality

Schopenhauer’s metaphysics hinges on two interconnected but distinct aspects:

1. Will: The will is an irrational, unconscious force that manifests itself
as the inner essence of everything in the universe. It is blind, aimless, and
driven by endless desire. It is the thing-in-itself, the ultimate reality
beyond appearances.

2. Idea: The idea refers to the world as representation—our perceptual
experience, phenomena, and mental constructs. It is the way the will
manifests outwardly in forms, objects, and natural laws, as perceived by the
human mind and consciousness.

The Will as the Thing-in-Itself

Schopenhauer posits that the will is the fundamental reality, existing
independently of our perception. It is:

- Universal: Present in all things, from humans to plants to inorganic
matter.
- Irrational: Not guided by reason or purpose.
- Endless: Its desires are insatiable, leading to perpetual striving and
suffering.

The Idea as Manifestation

The idea is the world as we experience it—an endless series of
representations formed by our sensory and cognitive faculties. It is
characterized by:

- Form and Structure: The natural laws, spatial-temporal frameworks, and
mental images that constitute reality.
- Phenomenal Nature: The world as perceived, which is separate from the
underlying will.

The Relationship Between Will and Idea

Schopenhauer describes the relationship as a fundamental duality:

- The will is the thing-in-itself—the ultimate, unknowable reality.
- The idea is the representation—the world as experienced by consciousness.

He emphasizes that the will is the inner essence of all phenomena, while the
idea is the outward appearance, the way the will manifests in forms and
objects.



---

Implications of Schopenhauer’s Philosophy

Human Suffering and the Will

Since the will is characterized by endless desire, conflict, and striving,
human existence is inherently marked by suffering. The insatiability of
desire leads to disappointment, frustration, and pain. Recognizing the will
as the root of suffering opens pathways to ethical and spiritual practices
aimed at mitigating desire.

Aesthetic Contemplation and Art

Schopenhauer believed that art offers a temporary escape from the suffering
caused by the will. Through aesthetic contemplation, individuals can achieve
a state of disinterestedness, where they momentarily transcend their desires
and perceive reality objectively.

- Music: Considered the highest form of art, because it directly expresses
the will itself.
- Art and Genius: Artists and geniuses can access the Platonic Ideas,
providing insight beyond the realm of desires.

Ethical Implications and Compassion

Understanding the universality of the will fosters compassion, as all beings
are manifestations of the same irrational force. Ethical behavior, in
Schopenhauer’s view, involves minimizing harm and practicing compassion,
recognizing the shared suffering rooted in the will.

The Path to Transcendence

Schopenhauer advocates for asceticism and renunciation of desires as a means
to diminish the power of the will. By negating individual desires, one can
attain a form of quietude or even achieve a state akin to nirvana—liberation
from the endless cycle of suffering.

---

Critical Reception and Influence

Schopenhauer’s Impact on Philosophy

Schopenhauer’s The World as Will and Idea profoundly influenced subsequent
thinkers, including:

- Friedrich Nietzsche, who initially admired Schopenhauer’s emphasis on the
will before developing his own philosophy.
- Sigmund Freud, especially with the concept of the unconscious will as a
driving force.



- Existentialists and phenomenologists, who explored themes of suffering,
desire, and consciousness.

Criticisms and Limitations

While groundbreaking, Schopenhauer’s philosophy has faced critiques:

- Pessimism: The emphasis on suffering has been seen as overly bleak.
- Metaphysical Assumptions: The identification of the will as the thing-in-
itself remains speculative.
- Neglect of Rationality: Critics argue that Schopenhauer underestimates the
role of reason and human agency.

Despite these criticisms, his ideas remain a cornerstone of metaphysical and
existential thought.

---

Modern Relevance and Applications

Psychological Insights

Schopenhauer’s insights into desire and suffering have influenced modern
psychology, especially in understanding neuroticism, compulsive behaviors,
and motivations.

Artistic and Cultural Perspectives

His emphasis on art as a means of transcendence continues to inspire artists,
writers, and musicians seeking to explore the depths of human experience.

Ethical and Environmental Concerns

Recognizing the interconnectedness of all beings as manifestations of the
will has implications for ethics, ecology, and our responsibilities toward
other living creatures.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of The World as Will and Idea

The World as Will and Idea remains a monumental work that challenges us to
see beyond superficial appearances and confront the deeper forces that shape
existence. Schopenhauer’s dualistic vision—where the irrational will
underpins the phenomenal idea—offers a profound lens through which to
understand the nature of reality, human suffering, and the pursuit of
transcendence.

By engaging with his metaphysics, we are invited to reflect on the nature of
desire, the possibility of aesthetic and ethical liberation, and the enduring
quest to find meaning amid the endless striving that characterizes life.



Whether embraced or critiqued, Schopenhauer’s philosophy continues to inspire
and provoke, reminding us of the complex interplay between the world as it
appears and the unseen forces that drive it.

---

Embark on your own philosophical journey by exploring Schopenhauer’s vision,
and consider how the concepts of the will and idea resonate within your
understanding of existence and consciousness.

The World As Will And Idea

  the world as will and idea: The World as Will and Representation Arthur Schopenhauer, E. F.
J. Payne, 1966-01-01 The German philosopher explains his thoughts about intellectual perception
and abstract representation and critically analyzes Kant's ideas and teachings. Bibliogs.
  the world as will and idea: Schopenhauer: 'The World as Will and Representation':
Volume 1 Christopher Janaway, 2010-10-28 First published in 1818, The World as Will and
Representation contains Schopenhauer's entire philosophy, ranging through epistemology,
metaphysics, philosophy of mind and action, aesthetics and philosophy of art, to ethics, the meaning
of life and the philosophy of religion, in an attempt to account for the world in all its significant
aspects. It gives a unique and influential account of what is and is not of value in existence, the
striving and pain of the human condition and the possibility of deliverance from it. This translation of
the first volume of what later became a two-volume work reflects the eloquence and power of
Schopenhauer's prose and renders philosophical terms accurately and consistently. It offers an
introduction, glossary of names and bibliography, and succinct editorial notes, including notes on
the revisions of the text which Schopenhauer made in 1844 and 1859.
  the world as will and idea: The World As Will and Idea Arthur Shopenhauer, 2018-03-06
Arthur Schopenhauer's Die Welt als Wille und Vorstellung is one of the most important philosophical
works of the nineteenth century, the basic statement of one important stream of post-Kantian
thought. It is without question Schopenhauer's greatest work. Conceived and published before the
philosopher was 30 and expanded 25 years later, it is the summation of a lifetime of thought.
  the world as will and idea: The World as Will and Idea Arthur Schopenhauer, 1907
  the world as will and idea: The World as Will and Idea (Vol. 1-3) Arthur Schopenhauer,
2020-07-17 The World as Will and Idea is the central work of the German philosopher Arthur
Schopenhauer. Taking the transcendental idealism of Immanuel Kant as his starting point,
Schopenhauer argues that the world we experience around us – the world of objects in space and
time and related in causal ways – exists solely as representation dependent on a cognizing subject,
not as a world that can be considered to exist in itself. Our knowledge of objects is thus knowledge
of mere phenomena rather than things-in-themselves. Schopenhauer identifies the thing-in-itself –
the inner essence of everything – as will: a blind, unconscious, aimless striving devoid of knowledge,
outside of space and time, and free of all multiplicity. The world as representation is, therefore, the
objectification of the will. The World as Will and Idea marked the pinnacle of Schopenhauer's
philosophical thought; he spent the rest of his life refining, clarifying, and deepening the ideas
presented in this work without any fundamental changes. This carefully crafted e-artnow ebook is
formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents.
  the world as will and idea: The World as Will and Representation Arthur Schopenhauer, 1958
  the world as will and idea: The World as Will and Idea (Vol. 2 of 3) Arthur Schopenhauer,
2020-03-06 The World as Will and Representation marked the pinnacle of Schopenhauer's

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-027/the-world-as-will-and-idea.pdf


philosophical thought; he spent the rest of his life refining, clarifying, and deepening the ideas
presented in this work without any fundamental changes. The first edition was met with near
universal silence. The second edition of 1844 similarly failed to attract any interest. At the time,
post-Kantian German academic philosophy was dominated by the German Idealists—foremost among
them G. W. F. Hegel, whom Schopenhauer bitterly denounced as a 'charlatan.' It was not until the
publication of his Parerga and Paralipomena in 1851 that Schopenhauer began to see the start of the
recognition that eluded him for so long.
  the world as will and idea: The World as Will and Idea (Vol. 3 of 3) Arthur Schopenhauer,
2020-03-06 The World as Will and Representation marked the pinnacle of Schopenhauer's
philosophical thought; he spent the rest of his life refining, clarifying, and deepening the ideas
presented in this work without any fundamental changes. The first edition was met with near
universal silence. The second edition of 1844 similarly failed to attract any interest. At the time,
post-Kantian German academic philosophy was dominated by the German Idealists—foremost among
them G. W. F. Hegel, whom Schopenhauer bitterly denounced as a 'charlatan.' It was not until the
publication of his Parerga and Paralipomena in 1851 that Schopenhauer began to see the start of the
recognition that eluded him for so long.
  the world as will and idea: The World as Will and Idea 2 Arthur Schopenhauer, 2015-11-23 In
boundless space countless shining spheres, about each of which, and illuminated by its light, there
revolve a dozen or so of smaller ones, hot at the core and covered with a hard, cold crust, upon
whose surface there have been generated from a mouldy film beings which live and know—this is
what presents itself to us in experience as the truth, the real, the world. Yet for a thinking being it is
a precarious position to stand upon one of those numberless spheres moving freely in boundless
space without knowing whence or whither, and to be only one of innumerable similar beings who
throng and press and toil, ceaselessly and quickly arising and passing away in time, which has no
beginning and no end; moreover, nothing permanent but matter alone and the recurrence of the
same varied organised forms, by means of certain ways and channels which are there once for all.
All that empirical science can teach is only the more exact nature and law of these events. But now
at last modern philosophy especially through Berkeley and Kant, has called ] to mind that all this is
first of all merely a phenomenon of the brain, and is affected with such great, so many, and such
different subjective conditions that its supposed absolute reality vanishes away, and leaves room for
an entirely different scheme of the world, which consists of what lies at the foundation of that
phenomenon, i.e., what is related to it as the thing in itself is related to its mere manifestation. “The
world is my idea” is, like the axioms of Euclid, a proposition which every one must recognise as true
as soon as he understands it; although it is not a proposition which every one understands as soon as
he hears it. To have brought this proposition to clear consciousness, and in it the problem of the
relation of the ideal and the real, i.e., of the world in the head to the world outside the head,
together with the problem of moral freedom, is the distinctive feature of modern philosophy. For it
was only after men had spent their labour for thousands of years upon a mere philosophy of the
object that they discovered that among the many things that make the world so obscure and
doubtful the first and chiefest is this, that however immeasurable and massive it may be, its
existence yet hangs by a single thread; and this is the actual consciousness in which it exists. This
condition, to which the existence of the world is irrevocably subject, marks it, in spite of all empirical
reality, with the stamp of ideality, and therefore of mere ...
  the world as will and idea: The World as Will and Representation (the World as Will and Idea),
Volume II of III Arthur Schopenhauer, 2012 German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer wrote a
strong text to explain his belief system in The World as Will and Representation. Rather than viewing
the world as a construct within itself, Schopenhauer argued that the world exists beyond the five
senses. He believed that rather than seeing an object in its true form, we only see and understand
our perception of it. His ideas are classified as post-Kantian philosophy, just one strand of thought
amidst other thinkers such as Hegel and Heidegger. However, Schopenhauer is generally thought to
follow Kant's original ideas most closely. Still, the philosopher disagrees with Kant's view of ethics,



saying that inner experiences, driven by the Will, are the most significant part of the human
experience. Born in the late 1700's, Schopenhauer was immersed in philosophy at a young age. By
age 25, he published his doctoral dissertation On the Fourfold Root of the Principle of Sufficient
Reasoning. In his most famous works, he primarily focused on the attainment of happiness. He
believed that physical and emotional desires can never be satisfied, resulting in a painful human
condition. Schopenhauer claimed that all actions are internally motivated by a desire to obtain
pleasure, but that lasting happiness would remain unobtainable. The World as Will and
Representation is widely hailed as Schopenhauer's greatest work, as well as one of the most
contemporarily-written philosophical texts of the nineteenth century. This edition splits the work
into three volumes of which this is the second.
  the world as will and idea: The World as Will and Idea Arthur Schopenhauer, 2020-12-17 The
World as Will and Idea is the central work of the German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer. Taking
the transcendental idealism of Immanuel Kant as his starting point, Schopenhauer argues that the
world we experience around us – the world of objects in space and time and related in causal ways –
exists solely as representation dependent on a cognizing subject, not as a world that can be
considered to exist in itself. Our knowledge of objects is thus knowledge of mere phenomena rather
than things-in-themselves. Schopenhauer identifies the thing-in-itself – the inner essence of
everything – as will: a blind, unconscious, aimless striving devoid of knowledge, outside of space and
time, and free of all multiplicity. The world as representation is, therefore, the objectification of the
will. The World as Will and Idea marked the pinnacle of Schopenhauer's philosophical thought; he
spent the rest of his life refining, clarifying, and deepening the ideas presented in this work without
any fundamental changes.
  the world as will and idea: The World As Will And Idea Volume - 2 Arthur Schopenhauer,
2024-02-08 The World as Will and Idea Volume 2, authored by the influential German philosopher
Arthur Schopenhauer, continues his groundbreaking exploration of metaphysics and philosophy.
Building upon the foundation laid in Volume 1, Schopenhauer delves deeper into his theory that the
essence of reality is governed by an underlying force he terms will. In this volume, he further
examines the nature of human consciousness, the dynamics of desire and suffering, and the
interconnectedness of all existence. Schopenhauer's penetrating analysis challenges conventional
understandings of reality, offering profound insights into the human condition and the mysteries of
the universe. With eloquent prose and rigorous philosophical inquiry, Volume 2 expands upon
Schopenhauer's comprehensive worldview, inviting readers to contemplate the complexities of
existence and the perennial quest for meaning. This volume stands as a testament to Schopenhauer's
intellectual prowess and enduring influence in the realms of philosophy and metaphysics.
  the world as will and idea: The World as Will and Representation (the World as Will and
Idea), Volume I of III Arthur Schopenhauer, 2012 German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer
wrote a strong text to explain his belief system in The World as Will and Representation. Rather than
viewing the world as a construct within itself, Schopenhauer argued that the world exists beyond the
five senses. He believed that rather than seeing an object in its true form, we only see and
understand our perception of it. His ideas are classified as post-Kantian philosophy, just one strand
of thought amidst other thinkers such as Hegel and Heidegger. However, Schopenhauer is generally
thought to follow Kant's original ideas most closely. Still, the philosopher disagrees with Kant's view
of ethics, saying that inner experiences, driven by the Will, are the most significant part of the
human experience. Born in the late 1700's, Schopenhauer was immersed in philosophy at a young
age. By age 25, he published his doctoral dissertation On the Fourfold Root of the Principle of
Sufficient Reasoning. In his most famous works, he primarily focused on the attainment of
happiness. He believed that physical and emotional desires can never be satisfied, resulting in a
painful human condition. Schopenhauer claimed that all actions are internally motivated by a desire
to obtain pleasure, but that lasting happiness would remain unobtainable. The World as Will and
Representation is widely hailed as Schopenhauer's greatest work, as well as one of the most
contemporarily-written philosophical texts of the nineteenth century. This edition splits the work



into three volumes of which this is the first.
  the world as will and idea: The World As Will and Idea Arthur Schopenhauer, 2016-10-24
This is an unabridged single-volume edition (all 3 original volumes in one), of The World as Will and
Idea [Representation] (German: Die Welt als Wille und Vorstellung), the central work of the German
philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer. The main body of the work states at the beginning that it
assumes prior knowledge of Immanuel Kant's theories (see his Critique of Pure Reason ISBN:
9781537260051). Schopenhauer recommended that the student begin with the final Appendix (found
in volume 3), titled On the Fourfold Root of the Principle of Sufficient Reason before the rest of the
book. The first volume contains four Books, two on The World as Will and two on The World as Idea,
while the second and third volumes contain Supplementary material to each of the four books. The
second volume also opens with an appendix to the four books, titled Critique of the Kantian
Philosophy, in which Schopenhauer rejects most of Kant's ethics and significant parts of his
epistemology and aesthetics.
  the world as will and idea: The World As Will and Idea Arthur Schopenhauer, 2016-10-24
The World as Will and Idea [Representation] (German: Die Welt als Wille und Vorstellung) is the
central work of the German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer, published here, as in the original
English translation, in 3 volumes. The main body of the work states at the beginning that it assumes
prior knowledge of Immanuel Kant's theories (see his Critique of Pure Reason ISBN:
9781537260051). Schopenhauer recommended that the student begin with the final Appendix (found
in volume 3), titled On the Fourfold Root of the Principle of Sufficient Reason before the rest of the
book. The first volume contains four Books, two on The World as Will and two on The World as Idea,
while the second and third volumes contain Supplementary material to each of the four books. The
second volume also opens with an appendix to the four books, titled Critique of the Kantian
Philosophy, in which Schopenhauer rejects most of Kant's ethics and significant parts of his
epistemology and aesthetics.
  the world as will and idea: The World as Will and Representation or Idea III Arthur
Schopenhauer, 2016-09-01 The World as Will and Representation (Die Welt als Wille und
Vorstellung) is the central work of the German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer. The first edition
was published in 1818/19, the second expanded edition in 1844, and the third expanded edition in
1859. In 1948, an abridged version was edited by Thomas Mann. The development of
Schopenhauer's ideas took place very early in his career (1814–1818) and culminated in the
publication of the first volume of Will and Representation in 1819. This first volume consisted of four
books – covering his epistemology, ontology, aesthetics and ethics, in order. Much later in his life, in
1844, Schopenhauer published a second edition in two volumes, the first a virtual reprint of the
original, and the second a new work consisting of clarifications to and additional reflections on the
first. His views had not changed substantially. His belated fame after 1851 stimulated renewed
interest in his seminal work, and led to a third and final edition with 136 more pages in 1859, one
year before his death. In the preface to the latter, Schopenhauer noted: If I also have at last arrived,
and have the satisfaction at the end of my life of seeing the beginning of my influence, it is with the
hope that, according to an old rule, it will last longer in proportion to the lateness of its beginning.
  the world as will and idea: The World as Will and Idea; Volume 3 John Kemp, Arthur
Schopenhauer, Viscount Richard Burdon Haldane Haldane, 2018-10-25 This work has been selected
by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we
know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur,
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface.
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part
of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.



  the world as will and idea: The World As Will and Idea Volume II Arthur Schopenhauer,
2015-05-08 The World As Will And Idea Volume II from Arthur Schopenhauer. German philosopher
(1788-1860).
  the world as will and idea: The World As Will and Idea (Vol. 1 Of 3) Arthur Arthur
Schopenhauer, 2021-11-06 The World as Will and Idea (Vol. 1 of 3) by Arthur Schopenhauer
  the world as will and idea: The World as Will and Idea (Vol. 1 of 3) - The Original Classic
Edition , 2012-04-02 Finally available, a high quality book of the original classic edition of The World
As Will And Idea (Vol. 1 of 3). It was previously published by other bona fide publishers, and is now,
after many years, back in print. This is a new and freshly published edition of this culturally
important work by Arthur Schopenhauer, which is now, at last, again available to you. Enjoy this
classic work today. These selected paragraphs distill the contents and give you a quick look inside
The World As Will And Idea (Vol. 1 of 3): But only if we have fully recognised [pg xi] by means of that
essay what the principle of sufficient reason is and signifies, what its validity extends to, and what it
does not extend to, and that that principle is not before all things, and the whole world merely in
consequence of it, and in conformity to it, a corollary, as it were, of it; but rather that it is merely the
form in which the object, of whatever kind it may be, which is always conditioned by the subject, is
invariably known so far as the subject is a knowing individual: only then will it be possible to enter
into the method of philosophy which is here attempted for the first time, and which is completely
different from all previous methods. ...And while the lapse of time has not been able to make me
doubt the worth of my work, neither has the lack of sympathy; for I constantly saw the false and the
bad, and finally the absurd and senseless,2 stand in universal admiration and honour, and I
bethought myself that if it were not the case those who are capable of recognising the genuine and
right are so rare that we may look for them in vain for some twenty years, then those who are
capable of producing it could not be so few that their works afterwards form an exception to the
perishableness of earthly things; and thus would be lost the reviving prospect of posterity which
every one who sets before himself a high aim requires to strengthen him. ...While thus philosophy
has long been obliged to serve entirely as a means to public ends on the one side and private ends
on the other, I have pursued the course of my thought, undisturbed by them, for more than thirty
years, and simply because I was obliged to do so and could not help myself, from an instinctive
impulse, which [pg xxi] was, however, supported by the confidence that anything true one may have
thought, and anything obscure one may have thrown light upon, will appeal to any thinking mind, no
matter when it comprehends it, and will rejoice and comfort it. ...We have already observed that it is
a highly important discovery of Kant's, that these very conditions, these forms of the visible world,
i.e., the absolutely universal element in its perception, the common property of all its phenomena,
space and time, even when taken by themselves and apart from their content, can, not only be
thought in the abstract, but also be directly perceived; and that this perception or intuition is not
some kind of phantasm arising from constant recurrence in experience, but is so entirely
independent of experience that we must rather regard the latter as dependent on it, inasmuch as the
qualities of space and time, as they are known in a priori perception or intuition, are valid for all
possible experience, as rules to which it must invariably conform.
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