return to the living dead 2

Return to the Living Dead 2 is a cult classic horror film that has captivated
fans of the undead and zombie genre since its release. As the sequel to the
original Return of the Living Dead (1985), this film continues the story of
the deadly Tarman and the chaos unleashed by the resurrection of the dead in
the small town of Louisville, Kentucky. With its blend of horror, dark humor,
and innovative special effects, Return to the Living Dead 2 remains a notable
entry in zombie cinema. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the
film’s plot, characters, production details, themes, and its significance
within the horror genre, providing fans and newcomers alike with an in-depth
look at this iconic movie.

Overview of Return to the Living Dead 2

Return to the Living Dead 2 was released in 1988, directed by Ken Wiederhorn.
It starred James Karen, Thom Mathews, and Linnea Quigley among others. This
film is often remembered for its blend of horror and comedy, as well as its
memorable zombie designs and practical effects. As a direct sequel, it picks
up where the first film left off, continuing the story of the military's
attempts to contain the zombie outbreak and the chaos that ensues.

Plot Summary

The Beginning of the Outbreak

The film opens with a flashback to the events of the original Return of the
Living Dead, where a military experiment involving a toxic gas causes the
dead to reanimate. Fast forward to the present day, the story centers around
two brothers, Justin and Joey, who are exploring an abandoned warehouse where
the military had previously stored the toxic gas.

The Reanimation of the Dead

While exploring, Justin accidentally releases a trapped container of the
toxic gas, which then seeps into the environment. The released gas begins
reanimating the dead bodies in the area, leading to the emergence of zombies,



including the infamous Tarman, a grotesque and memorable zombie with a
melting face and insatiable hunger.

Chaos and Survival

As the zombies spread through Louisville, the local authorities scramble to
respond. The film depicts scenes of chaos, with zombies attacking civilians
and law enforcement struggling to contain the outbreak. Meanwhile, the main
characters—Justin, Joey, and their friends—try to escape the horror, facing
both the undead and their own fears.

The Climax and Resolution

The climax involves a military strike intended to eradicate the zombies, but
not before significant destruction and loss of life. The film ends with a nod
to the ongoing threat of the undead and the idea that the danger is far from
over.

Key Characters and Cast

Justin (James Karen): A government official involved in the containment
efforts.

e Joey (Thom Mathews): The younger brother and protagonist who witnesses
the chaos.

e Kate (Lori Loughlin): A teenager caught in the outbreak, trying to
survive.

e Tarman: The iconic zombie character, known for its grotesque appearance
and memorable lines.

Production Details and Behind the Scenes



Filming Locations

Return to the Living Dead 2 was primarily shot in and around Los Angeles,
California, utilizing practical effects studios to create its iconic zombies
and gore sequences.

Special Effects and Makeup

The film is renowned for its practical effects, including animatronics,
prosthetics, and makeup artistry that brought zombies like Tarman vividly to
life. The effects team aimed for a balance between horror and dark humor,
resulting in some of the most memorable zombie designs of the era.

Music and Score

The soundtrack features a mix of punk rock and rock tracks, contributing to
the film’s gritty and rebellious tone. The musical choices complement the
chaotic and adrenaline-fueled atmosphere of the story.

Themes and Analysis

Horror and Humor

One of the defining features of Return to the Living Dead 2 is its seamless
blend of horror and comedy. The film balances intense zombie action with
witty dialogue and satirical commentary on government and military responses
to disasters.

Scientific and Military Critique

The plot subtly critiques government secrecy, military experiments, and the
unintended consequences of scientific hubris. This theme resonates through

the depiction of the military’s failed containment efforts and the reckless
release of hazardous materials.



Survival and Humanity

The characters’ struggle to survive highlights themes of resilience, fear,
and the moral dilemmas faced during apocalyptic scenarios. The film questions
what it means to retain humanity amidst chaos and monstrosity.

Reception and Legacy

Critical Response

While Return to the Living Dead 2 received mixed reviews upon release, it has
since gained a cult following. Fans praise its inventive practical effects,
memorable zombie design, and humor, even if some critics found its plot less
compelling than the original.

Influence on Zombie Cinema

The film’s combination of horror, humor, and practical effects influenced
many subsequent zombie movies and media. Its portrayal of zombies with
personality and dark comedy set a template for future entries in the genre.

Home Media and Cult Status

The movie is widely available on DVD, Blu-ray, and streaming platforms. It
remains a favorite among horror enthusiasts, especially those who appreciate
1980s horror aesthetics and practical effects.

Why Watch Return to the Living Dead 27

e Tconic zombie characters and practical effects that showcase 1980s
horror craftsmanship.

e A perfect blend of humor, horror, and satire that appeals to diverse
audiences.



e A nostalgic trip for fans of cult horror films and zombie lore.

e Part of a larger horror universe that explores themes of scientific
hubris and governmental secrecy.

Conclusion

Return to the Living Dead 2 stands as a memorable chapter in zombie cinema,
blending horror, humor, and social commentary in a way that continues to
entertain and influence fans. Its practical effects, iconic zombie designs,
and rebellious tone make it a must-watch for horror aficionados. Whether
you're a longtime fan or new to the genre, this film offers a thrilling and
gory adventure into the undead that exemplifies the creativity and audacity
of 1980s horror filmmaking. Keep an eye out for its references, legacy, and
the enduring appeal of its undead characters—especially the notorious Tarman.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'Return to the Living Dead Part
II'?

'Return to the Living Dead Part II' follows a group of teenagers who
accidentally reanimate the dead using a military chemical, leading to a
zombie outbreak in their town.

When was 'Return to the Living Dead Part II'
released?

The film was released in 1988.

How does 'Return to the Living Dead Part II' connect
to the original 'Return of the Living Dead'?

It serves as a direct sequel, continuing the story of the zombie outbreak
caused by the military's mishandling of the chemical substance from the first
film.

Who directed 'Return to the Living Dead Part II'?

Dan 0'Bannon directed the film.



What are some notable differences between Part II
and the original film?

Part II has a more comedic and less graphic tone, with a focus on slapstick
humor and less intense gore compared to the original.

Are any characters from the first 'Return of the
Living Dead' featured in Part II?

No, 'Return to the Living Dead Part II' features a new cast of characters,
with only some references to the original events.

Is 'Return to the Living Dead Part II' considered a
cult classic?

Yes, it has gained a cult following for its blend of horror and humor,
despite mixed critical reviews.

What special effects techniques were used in 'Return
to the Living Dead Part II'?

The film used practical effects and prosthetics for the zombies, along with
makeup and animatronics to create its creature effects.

Has 'Return to the Living Dead Part II' influenced
other zombie films?

Yes, its mix of horror and comedy has inspired later zombie comedies and
influenced the genre's tone in subsequent films.

Additional Resources
Return to the Living Dead 2: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

Introduction

When discussing the evolution of zombie cinema, few films have left as
lasting an impression as Return to the Living Dead 2. As a sequel to the cult
classic The Return of the Living Dead (1985), this film continues the saga of
the undead outbreak with a blend of horror, dark comedy, and punk-rock
attitude. Released in 1988, Return to the Living Dead 2 offers a unique take
on zombie lore, emphasizing fast-paced action, grotesque visual effects, and
a tongue-in-cheek narrative that both pays homage to and parodies the genre.
This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the film’s themes,
production, reception, and its place within the broader zombie movie
landscape.



Overview and Context

Background and Production

Return to the Living Dead 2 was directed by Ken Wiederhorn and written by Sam
Ramaiya. As a sequel, it aimed to capitalize on the cult success of its
predecessor, which pioneered a more irreverent and punk-inspired approach to
zombie fiction. The film was produced by Michael Livingston and released by
Orion Pictures. Its production involved a modest budget estimated at around
$5 million, which was relatively standard for horror films of the era but
still allowed for notable practical effects and creature design.

The film was shot primarily in North Carolina, utilizing locations that could
evoke a suburban atmosphere under siege. The filmmakers sought to balance
horror and comedy, a tone that would appeal to both horror fans and broader
audiences seeking entertainment with a sense of humor.

Plot Summary

The story picks up a few years after the events of the original film. A
military experiment involving a chemical called Trioxin II, which reanimates
the dead, goes awry when a young boy named David and his dog inadvertently
release the toxin in a suburban neighborhood. The reanimated corpses, or
zombies, quickly multiply, leading to chaos and destruction.

The narrative centers around the efforts of the local police, military, and a
group of teenagers to contain the outbreak. The zombies in this installment
are faster, more aggressive, and more grotesque than their predecessors,
emphasizing the escalating threat of the undead. The film culminates in a
chaotic showdown, with the protagonists attempting to find a way to stop the
spread of the zombie plague.

Themes and Genre Characteristics

Horror Meets Dark Comedy

One of the defining features of Return to the Living Dead 2 is its marriage
of horror and comedy. Unlike traditional zombie films that often emphasize
dread and survival horror, this sequel adopts a more irreverent tone, with
characters frequently engaging in humorous dialogue and absurd situations.



The film’s tone is reminiscent of 1980s punk culture, blending nihilism with
playful satire.

The grotesque visual effects, including exploding heads, dismembered bodies,
and zombie antics, serve both as horror elements and comedic devices. For

instance, the zombies' exaggerated movements and over-the-top gore make the
film feel less like a serious horror effort and more like a campy spectacle.

Commentary on Military and Scientific Hubris

A recurring theme in zombie cinema is the danger of unchecked scientific
experimentation and military arrogance. Return to the Living Dead 2 continues
this tradition, depicting government and military personnel as reckless,
often indifferent to the consequences of their actions. The release of
Trioxin II is a direct consequence of corporate and military greed,
highlighting the dangers of tampering with forces beyond human control.

This thematic layer adds a layer of social commentary, criticizing the
tendency of authorities to prioritize profit and power over safety, a motif
that resonates with Cold War anxieties and environmental concerns of the late
20th century.

Environmental and Technological Anxiety

The film also subtly taps into fears surrounding environmental degradation
and technological experimentation. The Trioxin chemical, a toxic substance
created for military purposes, symbolizes the destructive potential of human
innovation. Its accidental release into a suburban environment underscores
fears of contamination and ecological disaster, themes that remain relevant
today.

Visual Effects and Creature Design

Practical Effects and Makeup

Return to the Living Dead 2 is notable for its reliance on practical effects,
a hallmark of 1980s horror filmmaking. Special effects artist John B. Aronson
and makeup designer Robert Pender crafted grotesque zombie designs that
combine decay with exaggerated features. The zombies display torn flesh,
exposed bones, and discolored skin, achieved through meticulous prosthetics
and animatronics.

Scenes featuring zombie bites, explosions, and dismemberment showcase
inventive use of prosthetics and pyrotechnics. The visual effects contribute



significantly to the film’s campy charm, emphasizing spectacle over subtlety.

Iconic Visual Sequences

Some of the film's most memorable moments include:

- A zombie head explosion during a confrontation in a junkyard.

- The rapid reanimation of corpses, highlighting the fast-moving zombie
trope.

- The grotesque scene where a zombie’s eyeball pops out in a comedic yet
horrifying fashion.

These sequences exemplify the film’s commitment to visceral, attention-
grabbing effects that enhance its darkly humorous tone.

Characters and Performances

Main Characters and Archetypes

Return to the Living Dead 2 introduces a cast of characters that embody
various archetypes:

- David (James Karen): A well-meaning but overwhelmed father trying to
protect his family.

- Maggie (Janine Turner): A resourceful teenager who becomes the film’s
protagonist.

- Freddy (John Philbin): A rebellious youth with punk sensibilities,
embodying the film’'s countercultural spirit.

- Soldiers and Scientists: Portrayed as comically inept or overly
bureaucratic, emphasizing satire.

The performances tend to be exaggerated, aligning with the film’s camp
aesthetic. Janine Turner’s portrayal of Maggie is notably determined and
pragmatic, serving as the audience’s surrogate amid chaos.

Reception of Performances

While performances are often intentionally over-the-top, they effectively
serve the film’s tone. The actors deliver dialogue with a mix of seriousness
and tongue-in-cheek humor, which enhances the film’s parody of traditional
horror tropes. The comedic timing and physical acting contribute to memorable
scenes that have become cult favorites.



Reception and Legacy

Critical Response

Upon release, Return to the Living Dead 2 received mixed reviews. Critics
praised its inventive effects, fast-paced action, and humorous approach but
criticized its reliance on camp and lack of depth. Some viewed it as a lesser
sequel compared to the original’s inventive blend of horror and satire, while
others appreciated its unapologetic campiness.

Over time, the film has gained a cult following, appreciated for its
nostalgic charm, practical effects, and punk-rock attitude. Its status as a
quintessential 1980s horror-comedy has solidified, influencing subsequent
zombie media.

Influence on Zombhie Genre

Return to the Living Dead 2 contributed to the evolution of zombie cinema by
emphasizing speed, humor, and gore. It helped popularize the idea of zombies
as aggressive, fast-moving threats, a departure from the slow-moving undead
of earlier films. Its blend of horror and comedy also paved the way for later
works like Shaun of the Dead and Zombieland.

Criticisms and Controversies

Violence and Gore

The film’s graphic effects and gore have been both praised and criticized.
Some argue that the over-the-top violence trivializes real horror, while
others see it as a deliberate stylistic choice aligned with the film’s camp
sensibility.

Representation and Cultural Sensitivity

Modern viewers have noted some elements that reflect the less sensitive
cultural attitudes of the 1980s, including stereotypes in character
portrayals. While these are minor compared to the film’s overall tone, they
warrant acknowledgment in contemporary analysis.



Conclusion: A Cult Classic with Enduring Appeal

Return to the Living Dead 2 remains a notable entry in the zombie genre,
exemplifying the 1980s horror-comedy aesthetic. Its inventive practical
effects, satirical tone, and fast-paced storytelling have cemented its status
as a cult classic. While it may not have the critical acclaim of its
predecessor, it offers a unique blend of horror, humor, and punk rebellion
that continues to entertain and inspire fans of zombie cinema.

As a reflection of its era, the film captures the zeitgeist of the late
1980s—a time when horror films embraced spectacle, irreverence, and social
commentary. Its influence persists in both the horror community and popular
culture, making Return to the Living Dead 2 a significant, if often
underrated, chapter in the ongoing zombie saga.

Return To The Living Dead 2

return to the living dead 2: Return of the Living Dead #2 James Kuhoric, S.A. Check,
2025-01-29 The Trioxin's flowing and the body count is rising! Return of the Living Dead is back,
baby, with a brain eating, skateboard thrashing, roller coaster riding, new comic story rocking
everything that made the 1980's so awesome! You thought the original Tarman gave you
nightmares? How about we kick it up a notch and introduce readers to Tarwoman - and, oh yeah, she
brought friends! This ain't your momma's living dead! Trapped, afraid, cut off, and running for their
lives in an amusement park island getaway overnight! Two groups of teens have to figure out a way
to survive as the dead are rising around them, and they're not looking for cotton candy! They want
BRAINS - the other fright meat! It's zombie horror done right with American Mythology's Return of
the Living Dead - Party Time!

return to the living dead 2: New York Magazine , 1988-02-01 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return to the living dead 2: New York Magazine , 1985-09-02 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
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1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return to the living dead 2: The Complete History of The Return of the Living Dead Christian
Sellers, Gary Smart, 2017-10-01 The Return of the Living Dead film series has become one of the
most successful zombie movie franchises of all time, gaining cult status across the world and
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inspiring movies such as 28 Days Later, Shaun of the Dead, and Zombieland. For the first time in 25
years, the cast and crew of all five films in this franchise reveal the stories behind the movies,
offering their own opinions and details about life on the sets of some of the most fraught productions
in cinema history. Supported by dozens of cast and crew members, The Complete History of the
Return of the Living Dead features hundreds of previously unreleased behind-the-scenes
photographs and exclusive artwork. This eye-catching, comprehensive book is the ultimate
celebration of The Return of the Living Dead franchise and all those who contributed to its creation.

return to the living dead 2: New York Magazine , 1988-02-08 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
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covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
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return to the living dead 2: New York Magazine , 1988-01-25 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return to the living dead 2: New York Magazine , 1988-02-15 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return to the living dead 2: New York Magazine , 1988-01-18 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return to the living dead 2: New York Magazine , 1988-01-25 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return to the living dead 2: New York Magazine , 1988-02-08 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as



the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return to the living dead 2: New York Magazine , 1985-09-02 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return to the living dead 2: The Zombie Movie Encyclopedia, Volume 2: 2000-2010 Peter
Dendle, 2012-09-18 This is a comprehensive overview of zombie movies in the first 11 years of the
new millennium, the most dynamic and vital period yet in the history of the zombie genre. It serves
not only as a follow-up to its predecessor (The Zombie Movie Encyclopedia, McFarland 2001), which
covered movies from 1932 up until the late 1990s, but also as a fresh exploration of what uniquely
defines the genre in the 2000s. In-depth entries provide critical analysis of the zombie as creature in
more than 280 feature-length movies, from 28 countries and filmed on six continents. An appendix
offers shorter entries for more than 100 shorts and serials.

return to the living dead 2: New York Magazine , 1988-01-18 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return to the living dead 2: New York Magazine , 1988-02-15 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return to the living dead 2: New York Magazine , 1985-08-19 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return to the living dead 2: New York Magazine , 1988-02-08 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

return to the living dead 2: Decades of Terror 2021: 1980s Horror Movies Steve
Hutchison, 2023-02-23 Steve Hutchison reviews 100 amazing horror films from the 1980s. Each film
is analyzed and discussed with a synopsis and a rating. The movies are ranked. How many have you
seen?
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