miss marple the mirror crack'd from
side to side

Exploring Miss Marple The Mirror Crack'd From
Side to Side: A Classic Mystery Novel

Published in 1962, Miss Marple The Mirror Crack'd From Side to Side is one of
Agatha Christie's most celebrated novels featuring her beloved amateur
detective, Miss Jane Marple. This novel weaves a compelling tale of
suspicion, secrets, and the dark side of village life, all wrapped in
Christie's signature intricate plotting and rich characterizations. As a
classic in the mystery genre, it continues to captivate readers and
adaptation audiences around the world.

Overview of the Novel

Plot Summary

The story is set in the idyllic village of St. Mary Mead, where a renowned
actress, Marina Gregg, has recently moved into the local estate. The village
is turned upside down when Marina hosts a garden party attended by many
residents, including Miss Marple. During the event, Heather Badcock, a young
woman, drinks a poisoned cocktail and dies suddenly, sparking suspicion and
intrigue.

The novel unravels the mystery behind Heather's death, revealing a web of
secrets, jealousies, and long-standing grudges. Miss Marple, with her keen
eye for human nature, begins to piece together clues that suggest the
poisoning was no accident but a carefully planned murder.

Main Characters

e Miss Jane Marple: The astute and shrewd amateur detective.
e Marina Gregg: The famous actress and new resident.
e Heather Badcock: The young woman who falls victim to poisoning.

e Gossips and villagers: Including the local doctor, the estate staff, and
Marina's acquaintances.



The Significance of the Title

Meaning Behind "The Mirror Crack'd From Side to
Side"

The title of the novel is borrowed from Alfred Lord Tennyson's poem "The Lady
of Shalott," which references a mirror that reflects the world. In the
context of Christie's novel, the phrase symbolizes the shattering of
illusions and the revealing of hidden truths beneath the surface of village
life. It hints at the idea that what appears perfect or innocent might be
fractured or deceptive upon closer inspection.

Symbolism and Themes

e ITlusion vs. Reality: The idyllic image of village life is challenged by
secrets and lies.

e Mystery and Deception: The novel explores how appearances can be
misleading.

e Justice and Morality: The pursuit of truth and justice in a close-knit
community.

Agatha Christie's Use of Setting

St. Mary Mead: The Classic Village

The village setting plays a pivotal role in the novel, representing a
microcosm of society where everyone knows each other’s business. Christie's
detailed descriptions of the countryside, the manor house, and the social
gatherings create an immersive atmosphere that adds to the suspense and
intimacy of the story.

The Impact of the Setting on the Plot

The confined setting of St. Mary Mead allows Christie to explore complex
character interactions and motives. It also emphasizes the theme that secrets
can lurk beneath the seemingly peaceful surface of small communities.



Miss Marple: The Quintessential Amateur
Detective

Character Traits and Methods

Miss Marple's intelligence, intuition, and understanding of human nature make
her a formidable detective. Unlike professional sleuths, she relies on
observation, gossip, and her knowledge of village life to solve mysteries.

Her Role in This Novel

In The Mirror Crack'd From Side to Side, Miss Marple plays a central role in
piecing together clues and unmasking the culprit. Her interactions with other
characters often reveal hidden motives and secrets that others overlook.

Major Themes and Motifs

Poison and Murder

The use of poison as a murder weapon underscores themes of betrayal and
treachery. It also highlights the stealth and subtlety often associated with
classic detective stories.

Gossip and Social Dynamics

The novel illustrates how gossip can be both a tool for gathering information
and a source of misinformation, reflecting the complex social fabric of small
communities.

Secrets and Deception

Many characters harbor secrets, and the narrative explores how these hidden
truths influence their actions and relationships.

Critical Reception and Literary Significance



Reception at the Time of Publication

When published, The Mirror Crack'd From Side to Side was praised for its
intricate plotting, memorable characters, and the mature depth of its themes.
It solidified Christie's reputation as the "Queen of Crime."

Legacy and Influence

e Considered a classic in detective fiction.
e Inspiration for numerous adaptations in film, television, and radio.

e Influenced later mystery writers and contributed to the evolution of the
cozy mystery genre.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Film and Television Adaptations

The novel has been adapted multiple times, notably the 1980 film starring
Angela Lansbury as Miss Marple. These adaptations often emphasize the novel’s
atmospheric setting and complex characters.

The Role of the Novel in Pop Culture

Beyond its literary significance, The Mirror Crack'd From Side to Side has
inspired stage adaptations, radio plays, and references in popular media,
cementing its place in the cultural landscape of detective fiction.

Conclusion: Why Read The Mirror Crack'd From
Side to Side Today?

As a quintessential example of Agatha Christie's mastery of the mystery
genre, The Mirror Crack'd From Side to Side offers readers a compelling blend
of suspense, richly drawn characters, and social commentary. Its themes of
deception, secrecy, and the quest for justice remain relevant, making it a
must-read for fans of detective fiction and literary mystery alike. Whether
you're a long-time Christie aficionado or a newcomer to her work, this novel
provides a captivating journey into the dark corners of a seemingly perfect
village.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Mirror Crack'd from
Side to Side' featuring Miss Marple?

The novel revolves around Miss Marple investigating the mysterious death of
actress Marina Gregg, who is poisoned during a party at Gossington Hall,
uncovering secrets from her past and revealing the true culprit.

How does 'The Mirror Crack'd from Side to Side'
explore themes of reputation and gossip?

The story highlights how rumors, gossip, and false perceptions can influence
people's lives and lead to tragic consequences, emphasizing the destructive
power of suspicion within a close community.

What role does the character of Marina Gregg play in
the novel?

Marina Gregg is a famous actress whose return to her hometown and subsequent
poisoning serve as the central mystery, with her past connections and current
relationships being key to unraveling the crime.



In what ways does 'The Mirror Crack'd from Side to
Side' reflect Agatha Christie's signature detective
style?

The novel features Miss Marple's keen insight into human nature, the use of
community gossip as clues, and a careful unraveling of motives, all
characteristic of Christie's classic detective storytelling.

Are there any adaptations of 'The Mirror Crack'd
from Side to Side'?

Yes, the novel has been adapted into various formats, including a 1980 film
starring Angela Lansbury as Miss Marple, as well as radio and television
adaptations, highlighting its popularity and enduring appeal.

What are some notable differences between the book
and its film adaptation?

Different adaptations may alter characters, settings, or plot details for
dramatic effect; for instance, the 1980 film takes some liberties with the
timeline and character backstories to suit the visual medium.

Why is 'The Mirror Crack'd from Side to Side'
considered a classic Miss Marple novel?

It combines a compelling mystery with rich character development, social
commentary, and the quintessential qualities of Christie's writing, making it
a beloved and enduring entry in the Miss Marple series.

Additional Resources

Miss Marple: The Mirror Crack’d from Side to Side is a captivating novel by
Agatha Christie that showcases her masterful storytelling and intricate
plotting through the beloved amateur detective, Miss Marple. First published
in 1962, this novel stands out as one of Christie's later works, blending her
signature elements of misdirection, keen psychological insight, and a richly
drawn village setting. As a reader, you are transported to the quaint English
village of St. Mary Mead, where seemingly idyllic surroundings hide dark
secrets and hidden motives. The novel’s compelling narrative, complex
characters, and thematic depth make it a must-read for fans of classic
detective fiction and newcomers alike.



Overview of the Plot

The story begins with the peaceful village of St. Mary Mead preparing to host
the renowned Hollywood star Marina Gregg for a charity event. Marina is a
former film star whose career has waned, but she remains a glamorous and
somewhat enigmatic figure. The celebration takes a dark turn when Marina is
poisoned during a party, leading to her hospitalization. The incident appears
to be an accidental overdose, but Miss Marple, who has been quietly observing
the events, suspects there is more than meets the eye.

As the investigation unfolds, secrets from the past come to
light—particularly a tragic event involving Marina’s former co-star, Heather
Badcock, and her own troubled history. Miss Marple's astute insights and
psychological understanding guide her through layers of deception, ultimately
revealing the true culprit behind the poisoning.

Thematic Depth and Literary Significance

Agatha Christie’s The Mirror Crack’d from Side to Side delves into themes of
reputation, memory, and the nature of evil lurking beneath the veneer of
civility. The novel explores how past mistakes and secrets can haunt
individuals and communities, and how appearances can be deceiving. Christie's
nuanced portrayal of her characters’ psyches elevates this work beyond a
simple whodunit, offering readers a reflection on human frailty and the masks
people wear.

The novel also examines the impact of fame and media on personal lives, as
Marina Gregg’'s celebrity status influences how the community perceives and
reacts to her. Christie subtly critiques the superficiality of Hollywood
glamour and the vulnerability of those in the public eye.

Character Analysis

Miss Marple

As always, Miss Marple is portrayed as the quintessential amateur
detective—sharp-witted, observant, and possessing an extraordinary
understanding of human nature. Her gentle demeanor masks a keen analytical
mind, capable of deciphering complex motives. In this novel, her experience
as a keen observer of village life proves invaluable in unraveling the



tangled web of secrets.

Pros:

- Demonstrates wisdom and empathy

- Uses psychological insight effectively
- Serves as a moral compass in the story

Cons:
- Some may find her methods slow-paced compared to modern thrillers
- Her age and demeanor might seem quaint or outdated to some readers

Supporting Characters

- Marina Gregg: A glamorous but vulnerable star whose past and present
collide.

- Jason Rudd: Marina’'s protective and somewhat secretive husband.

- Heather Badcock: The tragic figure whose past links to the present mystery.
- Gossiping Villagers: Represent the close-knit but judgmental nature of
village life, adding layers of social commentary.

Each character adds depth and complexity, illustrating the various facets of
human motivation and societal pressures.

Setting and Atmosphere

The novel’s setting in the idyllic village of St. Mary Mead is quintessential
Christie—quaint, cozy, and seemingly peaceful. However, beneath this tranquil
exterior lie secrets and tensions that drive the plot. The contrast between
the picturesque countryside and the dark undercurrents of human nature
enhances the suspense.

Christie’s vivid descriptions of the village, the manor house, and the
Hollywood star’s glamorous estate create a rich atmosphere that immerses the
reader. The setting acts as a character in its own right, symbolizing the
duality of appearances versus reality.

Writing Style and Narrative Technique

Agatha Christie’s writing in this novel exemplifies her mastery of the
detective genre. Her prose is clear, concise, and evocative, with a steady
pace that balances character development and plot progression. The narrative



is told primarily from the perspective of Miss Marple, providing insight into
her thoughts and deductions.

The novel employs a classic whodunit structure, with clues subtly woven into
the narrative, encouraging readers to piece together the mystery alongside
Miss Marple. Christie’s skillful use of misdirection and red herrings keeps
the reader guessing until the final reveal.

Strengths and Weaknesses

Strengths:

- Complex and compelling plot with multiple layers

- Rich character development and psychological depth

- Engaging setting that enhances the story’s mood

- Classic Christie wit and narrative craftsmanship

- Thought-provoking themes about reputation and human nature

Weaknesses:

- Some readers may find the pacing slow in parts

- The resolution, while satisfying, relies on traditional detective tropes

- The portrayal of village life and social dynamics may seem dated to modern
audiences

Reception and Critical Analysis

The Mirror Crack’d from Side to Side has received generally positive reviews
from critics and fans alike. It is praised for its intricate plotting,
memorable characters, and thematic richness. Some regard it as one of
Christie’s best novels featuring Miss Marple, appreciating how she navigates
complex social issues through her detective work.

However, critics note that the novel’s slower pace and detailed
characterizations might not appeal to those seeking fast-paced thrillers.
Nonetheless, it remains a classic example of Christie’s literary
craftsmanship and her ability to craft compelling mysteries rooted in human
psychology.



Comparison with Other Miss Marple Novels

Compared to other Miss Marple stories, The Mirror Crack’d from Side to Side
stands out for its exploration of Hollywood fame and its impact on small-town
life. While many of her novels focus on rural settings and traditional
village mysteries, this book brings a touch of glamour and celebrity culture
into the mix.

It shares thematic elements with works like A Murder is Announced and The
Body in the Library, such as social observation and the importance of
community secrets. However, its focus on the past’s influence and the nature
of reputation gives it a unique place in the Miss Marple canon.

Adaptations and Legacy

The novel has been adapted into various formats, notably the 1980 film The
Mirror Crack’d, starring Angela Lansbury as Miss Marple. The adaptation
captures much of the novel’s atmosphere and character dynamics, though some
plot points were altered for cinematic purposes.

The story’s enduring relevance lies in its exploration of how appearances can
deceive and the enduring scars of past actions. It continues to be studied
and appreciated by fans of classic detective fiction, maintaining its status
as a quintessential Christie mystery.

Conclusion: Is it a Must-Read?

The Mirror Crack’d from Side to Side is a compelling addition to Agatha
Christie’s oeuvre, offering a blend of classic mystery, rich
characterizations, and thematic depth. Its exploration of reputation, memory,
and the facades we maintain resonates with contemporary audiences just as
strongly as it did upon publication. Whether you are a seasoned Christie fan
or new to her work, this novel provides a satisfying and thought-provoking
reading experience.

Its clever plot twists, memorable characters, and evocative setting make it a
must-read for lovers of detective fiction and those interested in the darker
undercurrents of seemingly idyllic communities. It exemplifies Christie’s
genius in weaving intricate mysteries with profound insights into human
nature.



In summary, Miss Marple: The Mirror Crack’d from Side to Side is a masterful
exploration of secrets, appearances, and the human capacity for evil lurking
behind a veneer of civility. Its enduring appeal lies in its clever plotting,
richly drawn characters, and timeless themes—making it a classic that
continues to captivate and intrigue generations of readers.

Miss Marple The Mirror Crack D From Side To Side

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: The Mirror Crack'd from Side to Side
Agatha Christie, 2004-06-15 Now with a beautiful new series look, a fatal dose of poison meant for a
glamorous movie star fells her ardent admirer instead—and Miss Marple is there to unmask a
murderer. One minute, silly Heather Babcock had been babbling on at her movie idol, the glamorous
Marina Gregg. The next, Heather suffered a massive seizure, poisoned by a deadly cocktail. It seems
likely that the cocktail was intended for the beautiful actress. But while the police fumble to find
clues, Miss Marple begins to ask her own questions, because as she knows—even the most peaceful
village can hide dark secrets.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: The Complete Christie Matthew
Bunson, 2000-09 Painstakingly researched, this illustrated reference captures the spirited
imagination of Dame Agatha and the intriguing atmosphere of her tales. Includes a comprehensive
Christie biography, cross-referenced with plot synopses and character listings. Photos throughout.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: The Mirror Crack'd from Side to Side
Agatha Christie, 1962

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: After Austen Lisa Hopkins, 2018-11-11
This collection of twelve new essays examines some of what Jane Austen has become in the two
hundred years since her death. Some of the chapters explore adaptations or repurposings of her
work while others trace her influence on a surprising variety of different kinds of writing, sometimes
even when there is no announced or obvious debt to her. In so doing they also inevitably shed light
on Austen herself. Austen is often considered romantic and not often considered political, but both
those perceptions are challenged her, as is the idea that she is primarily a writer for and about
women. Her books are comic and ironic, but they have been reworked and drawn upon in very
different genres and styles. Collectively these essays testify to the extraordinary versatility and
resonance of Austen’s books.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: Agatha Christie and the Guilty
Pleasure of Poison Sylvia A. Pamboukian, 2022-11-12 Agatha Christie and the Guilty Pleasure of
Poison examines Christie’s female poisoners in the context of Christie’s own experience in pharmacy
and of detective fiction. In doing so, it uncovers an overlooked dynamic in which female poisoners
deliver well-deserved comeuppance for gendered and classed wrongdoing ordinarily accepted in
everyday life. While critics have long recognized male outlaws, like Robin Hood, who use crime to
oppose a corrupt system, this book contends that female outlaws - witches and poisoners - offer a
similar heritage of empowered femininity. Far from cozy and formulaic, Agatha Christie’s outlaw
poisoners offer readers the surprising pleasures of comeuppance, and they set the stage for
contemporary detective fiction writers, more recent films depicting poisoning as empowering, and
even poison gardens, which are tourist destinations that offer visitors the guilty pleasure of poison.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: A Brief Guide To Agatha Christie Nigel
Cawthorne, 2014-06-19 Agatha Christie’s 80 novels and short-story collections have sold over 2
billion copies in more than 45 languages, more than any other author. When Christie finally killed off
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her Belgian detective, Hercule Poirot, the year before she herself died, that ‘detestable, bombastic,
tiresome, ego-centric little creep’ in Christie’s words, received a full-page obituary in the New York
Times, the only fictional character ever to have done so. From her first novel, The Mysterious Affair
at Styles, a Poirot mystery, to her last, Sleeping Murder, featuring Miss Marple, Crawford explores
Christie’s life and fiction. Cawthorne examines recurring characters, such as Captain Arthur
Hastings, Poirot’s Dr Watson; Chief Inspector Japp, his Lestrade, as well as other flat-footed
policemen that Poirot outsmarts on his travels; his efficient secretary, Miss Felicity Lemon; another
employee, George; and Ariadne Oliver, a humorous caricature of Christie herself. He looks at the
writer’s own fascinating: her work as a nurse during the First World War; her strange disappearance
after her first husband asked for a divorce; and her exotic expeditions with her second husband, the
archaeologist Sir Max Mallowan. He examines the author’s working life - her inspirations, methods
and oeuvre - and provides biographies of her key characters, their attire, habits and methods,
including Poirot’s relationships with women, particularly Countess Vera Rossakoff and Miss Amy
Carnaby. In doing so, he sheds light on the genteel world of the country house and the Grand Tour
between the wars. He takes a look at the numerous adaptations of Christie’s stories for stage and
screen, especially Poirot’s new life in the eponymous long-running and very successful TV series.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: The Mirror Crack'd Agatha Christie, 1992
Miss Marple, amateur sleuth, agrees to look into the murder witnessed by a famous film actress.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: Forever England Alison Light, 1991 First
published in 1991. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: Dining Room Detectives Silvia
Baucekova, 2015-09-04 In the structuralist understanding as proposed by John G. Cawelti, a classical
detective novel is defined as a formula which contains prescribed elements and develops in a
predefined, ritualistic manner. When described in this way, the crime fiction formula very closely
resembles a recipe: when one cooks, they also add prescribed ingredients in a predefined way in
order to produce the final dish. This surprising parallel serves as the starting point for this book’s
analysis of classical detective novels by Agatha Christie. Here, a structuralist approach to Golden
Age crime fiction is complemented by methodology developed in the field of food studies in order to
demonstrate the twofold role that food plays in Christie’s novels: namely, its function as an element
of the formula - a literary device - but also as a cultural sign. Christie employed food on various
different levels of her stories in order to portray characters, construct plots, and depict settings.
What is more, incorporating domesticity and food in her novels helped her fundamentally alter the
rigid conventions of the crime fiction genre as it developed in the nineteenth century, and enabled
her to successfully introduce the character of the female detective and to feminise the detective
novel as such.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: The Detective Novels of Agatha Christie
James Zemboy, 2016-03-15 The most popular mystery writer of all time concocted a rich recipe of
intrigue, character, and setting. All of Agatha Christie's 66 detective novels are covered here in
great detail. Each chapter begins with general comments on a novel's geographical and historical
setting, identifying current events, fashions, fads and popular interests that relate to the story. A
concise plot summary and comprehensive character listing follow, and each novel is discussed within
Christie's overall body of work, with an emphasis on the development of themes, narrative
technique, and characters over the course of her prolific career. An appendix translates Poirot's
French and defines the British idiomatic words and phrases that give Christie's novels so much of
their flavor.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: The 100 Greatest Literary Characters
James Plath, Gail Sinclair, Kirk Curnutt, 2019-07-15 From Captain Ahab to Yuri Zhivago, discover
the most remarkable characters in fiction. Huckleberry Finn, Anna Karenina, Harry Potter, Hester
Prynne . .. these are just a handful of remarkable characters found in literature, but of course the
list is virtually endless! But why ponder which of these creations are the greatest? More than just a
topic to debate with friends, the greatest characters from fiction help readers comprehend history,



culture, politics, and even their own place in today’s world. Despite our reliance on television, film,
and technology, it is literature’s great characters that create and reinforce popular culture,
informing us again and again about society and ourselves. In The 100 Greatest Literary Characters,
James Plath, Gail Sinclair, and Kirk Curnutt identify the most significant figures in fiction published
over the past several centuries. The characters profiled here represent a wide array of storytelling,
and the authors explore the significance of the figures at the time they were created as well as their
relevance today. Included in this volume are characters from literature produced around the world,
such as Aladdin, James Bond, Holden Caulfield, Jay Gatsby, Hercule Poirot, Don Quixote, Lisbeth
Salander, Ebenezer Scrooge, Jean Valjean, and John Yossarian. Readerswill find their beloved
literary figures, learn about forgotten gems, or discover deserving choices pulled from history’s
dustbin. Providing insights into how literature shapes and molds culture via these fabricated figures,
The 100 Greatest Literary Characters will appeal to literature lovers around the globe.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: Agatha Christie on Screen Mark Aldridge,
2016-10-21 This book is a comprehensive exploration of 90 years of film and television adaptations
of the world’s best-selling novelist’s work. Drawing on extensive archival material, it offers new
information regarding both the well-known and forgotten screen adaptations of Agatha Christie’s
stories, including unmade and rare adaptations, some of which have been unseen for more than half
a century. This history offers intriguing insights into the discussions and debates that surrounded
many of these screen projects - something that is brought to life through previously unpublished
correspondence from Christie herself and a new wide-ranging interview with her grandson, Mathew
Prichard. Agatha Christie on Screen takes the reader on a journey from little known silent film
adaptations, through to famous screen productions including 1974’s Murder on the Orient Express,
as well as the television series of the Poirot and Miss Marple stories and, most recently, the BBC’s
acclaimed version of And Then There Were None.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: Agatha Christie ]J.C. Bernthal,
2022-08-09 The undisputed Queen of Crime, Dame Agatha Christie (1890-1976) is the bestselling
novelist of all time. As the creator of immortal detectives Hercule Poirot and Jane Marple, she
continues to enthrall readers around the world and is drawing increasing attention from scholars,
historians, and critics. But Christie wrote far beyond Poirot and Marple. A varied life including war
work, archaeology, and two very different marriages provided the backdrop to a diverse body of
work. This encyclopedic companion summarizes and explores Christie's entire literary output,
including the detective fiction, plays, radio dramas, adaptations, and her little-studied non-crime
writing. It details all published works and key themes and characters, as well as the people and
places that inspired them, and identifies a trove of uncollected interviews, articles, and unpublished
material, including details that have never appeared in print. For the casual reader looking for
background information on their favorite mystery to the dedicated scholar tracking down elusive
new angles, this companion will provide the most comprehensive and up-to-date information.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: Sequels Janet G. Husband, Jonathan F.
Husband, 2009-07-30 A guide to series fiction lists popular series, identifies novels by character, and
offers guidance on the order in which to read unnumbered series.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: Women & Aging Helen Rippier Wheeler,
1997 Guide with more than two thousand bibliographic entries and cross-references. It includes
journal articles, book chapters, essays, and doctoral dissertations, as well as complete books.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: Agatha Christie Laura Thompson,
2018-03-06 It has been one hundred years since Agatha Christie wrote her first novel and created
the formidable Hercule Poirot. A brilliant and award winning biographer, Laura Thompson now
turns her sharp eye to Agatha Christie. Arguably the greatest crime writer in the world, Christie's
books still sell over four million copies each year—more than thirty years after her death—and it
shows no signs of slowing.But who was the woman behind these mystifying, yet eternally pleasing,
puzzlers? Thompson reveals the Edwardian world in which Christie grew up, explores her
relationships, including those with her two husbands and daughter, and investigates the many




mysteries still surrounding Christie's life, most notably, her eleven-day disappearance in
1926.Agatha Christie is as mysterious as the stories she penned, and writing about her is a detection
job in itself. With unprecedented access to all of Christie's letters, papers, and notebooks, as well as
fresh and insightful interviews with her grandson, daughter, son-in-law and their living relations,
Thompson is able to unravel not only the detailed workings of Christie's detective fiction, but the
truth behind this mysterious woman.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: V is for Venom Kathryn Harkup,
2025-06-19 Fourteen stories. Fourteen more poisons. Just because it's fiction doesn't mean it's all
made-up ... Agatha Christie is renowned for her captivating plots and creative ways of killing off
ill-fated victims. And what better way to add intrigue to a story than poison? The surreptitious ways
they can be administered and the characteristic symptoms they produce make these killer chemicals
the ideal method of murder in a 'whodunit'. Christie perfected the use of poisons in her plots; her
deft and varied use of toxic substances is one of her great strengths as a writer. But how is it that
some compounds prove so fatal, and in such tiny amounts? The follow up to Kathryn Harkup's
best-selling A is for Arsenic, V is for Venom is a compelling exploration of Christie's use of poisons
and her extensive chemical knowledge. Featuring fourteen more poisons from the works of Agatha
Christie, this book investigates the science behind the deadly substances, the history of their use in
real-life murder cases, and how feasible was it to obtain, administer and detect these poisons in
Christie's time and today. Combining Christie's murder mysteries, chemical science and true crime,
V is for Venom is a celebration of the use of science by the undisputed Queen of Crime.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: The Rough Guide to Crime Fiction Rough
Guides, 2007-06-07 The Rough Guide to Crime Fiction takes the reader on a guided tour of the mean
streets and blind corners that make up the world’s most popular literary genre. The insider’s book
recommends over 200 classic crime novels from masterminds Raymond Chandler and Patricia
Highsmith to modern hotshots James Elroy and Patricia Cornwall. You'll investigate gumshoes,
spies, spooks, serial killers, forensic females, prying priests and patsies from the past, present, and
future. Complete with extra information on what to read next, all movie adaptions, and illustrated
throughout with photos and diagrams ...all the evidence that counts

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: Agatha Christie Mark Campbell,
2005-08-01 Pocket Essentials is a dynamic series of books that are concise, lively, and easy to read.
Packed with facts as well as expert opinions, each book has all the key information you need to know
about such popular topics as film, television, cult fiction, history, and more. In this book, Mark
Campbell provides an informed introduction to the Agatha Christie phenomenon, including a
biography of the great author, in-depth profiles of 10 of her most popular characters, analyses of the
stories, and a section on film, TV, and stage adaptations. Appendices include an exhaustive
biography and an overview of the best Christie websites around.

miss marple the mirror crack d from side to side: Agatha Whiskey Colleen Mullaney,
2023-09-19 A celebration of Agatha Christie’s timeless murder mysteries, killer short stories,
suspenseful plays, and unmatched characters—with cocktails that are so tantalizingly delicious, it
must be a crime. Dame Agatha Christie is perhaps the world’s most famous mystery writer with over
a billion copies of her books sold. Agatha Whiskey takes clues from Agatha’s most pivotal works of
fiction and honors her most popular detectives. Featured supersleuths are Dame Agatha herself, the
one and only Maiden of Murder, private detective Hercule Poirot, whose sleuthing is only outdone by
his magnificent mustache, and Miss Marple, the sweet old maid with an uncanny knack for crime
solving. There’s a plot twist for everyone with fifty thrilling drinks such as a pocket full of rosé,
orient espresso martini, and daiquiri on the Nile. There are also detective drinking games to get the
whole party on the right track, perhaps sipping until there were none, and mocktails for those who
choose to forgo an endless night. Just like Agatha, Agatha Whiskey is here to entertain, inspire, and
add some drama of the right sort to your life.
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