
michel foucault archaeology of
knowledge
Michel Foucault archaeology of knowledge is a foundational concept in contemporary
philosophy and critical theory, offering a distinctive approach to understanding the history
of ideas, discourses, and knowledge systems. Developed in the late 1960s and early 1970s,
Foucault's archaeology of knowledge challenges traditional notions of linear historical
progression and instead emphasizes the complex, layered structures that underpin our
understanding of truth and reality. This methodology has profoundly influenced various
disciplines, including history, sociology, linguistics, and cultural studies, by providing new
tools to analyze how knowledge is constructed, maintained, and transformed over time.

---

Understanding the Archaeology of Knowledge

Foucault’s archaeology of knowledge is a theoretical framework that seeks to examine the
historical formations of discourses—structured ways of speaking and thinking—that define
what can be said, thought, or known at a particular time and place. Unlike traditional
history or philosophy, which often focus on great individuals or grand narratives,
Foucault's approach centers on the underlying rules, assumptions, and systems that
govern knowledge production.

Core Concepts of Foucault’s Archaeology of Knowledge

Foucault's archaeological method is built upon several key ideas:

1. Discourse as a System of Rules
Discourse is not merely language but a system of rules that determine what can be said,
how it can be said, and who can speak. These rules shape the boundaries of knowledge
within specific historical periods.

2. Episteme
An episteme is the underlying structure of knowledge that defines the constraints and
possibilities of discourse in a given era. It acts as a mental framework that influences what
is considered valid or true.

3. Discontinuity and Breaks
Instead of viewing history as a continuous development, Foucault emphasizes ruptures
and transformations in knowledge systems, highlighting moments when the rules
governing discourse change.

4. Archaeological Layers
Knowledge is layered, with each layer representing a different historical configuration of



discourse. Archaeology involves excavating these layers to understand how they relate and
differ.

---

Foucault’s Methodology: Archaeology vs. History

Foucault differentiates his archaeological approach from traditional history. While history
often seeks to trace continuity and causality, archaeology aims to uncover the rules and
structures that make particular discourses possible.

Key Differences

- Focus on Rules and Structures
Archaeology emphasizes the underlying rules that govern discourse rather than individual
events or figures.

- Discontinuity
It recognizes that knowledge systems undergo radical shifts, making history a series of
discontinuous episodes.

- Epistemic Fields
Archaeology maps the epistemic fields—the domains of knowledge—within which
discourses operate.

Steps in Archaeological Analysis

1. Identifying Discursive Formations
Recognizing the specific types of statements, practices, and institutions that constitute a
discursive formation.

2. Mapping the Rules
Analyzing the rules that govern what can and cannot be said within the formation.

3. Examining the Conditions of Possibility
Understanding what makes certain statements or knowledge claims possible at a given
time.

4. Uncovering the Discontinuities
Detecting moments when the rules governing discourse change, leading to new
formations.

---



Application of Foucault’s Archaeology of
Knowledge

Foucault applied his archaeological method across multiple disciplines, most notably in his
works:

- The Order of Things (Les Mots et les Choses) (1966)
- The Archaeology of Knowledge (1969)
- Discipline and Punish (1975)
- The History of Sexuality (1976–1984)

These works exemplify how archaeological analysis reveals the hidden structures shaping
knowledge and social practices.

Case Study: The Order of Things

In The Order of Things, Foucault investigates the transformation of human sciences and
how epistemic shifts have altered our understanding of subjects like language, biology,
and economics. He demonstrates how different historical periods have distinct epistemes
that define what is considered valid knowledge.

Key Insights from the Archaeology of Knowledge

- Knowledge is not cumulative but discontinuous, with each epoch having its own rules.
- Discourses are interconnected and form complex networks that shape social realities.
- Power and knowledge are intertwined, influencing what is accepted as truth and who has
authority to speak.

---

Impact and Significance of Foucault’s
Archaeology of Knowledge

Foucault’s archaeological approach has had a profound impact on how scholars analyze
historical and social phenomena. It encourages a critical examination of the assumptions
underlying knowledge systems and challenges the idea of universal or objective truths.

Major Contributions

- Decentering the Subject
Moving away from individual-centered narratives to focus on discursive structures.



- Challenging Meta-Narratives
Showing that overarching stories of progress or enlightenment overlook the complexity of
knowledge formations.

- Interdisciplinary Approach
Providing tools applicable across disciplines for analyzing texts, practices, and institutions.

Related Concepts and Developments

- Genealogy
Foucault’s later work, especially in Discipline and Punish, extends archaeological insights
into genealogy, emphasizing power relations.

- Discourse Analysis
The archaeological method has influenced discourse analysis in fields like linguistics,
media studies, and cultural analysis.

- Post-Structuralism and Postmodernism
Foucault’s ideas are central to post-structuralist and postmodernist critiques of grand
narratives and objective knowledge.

---

Criticisms and Debates Surrounding Foucault’s
Archaeology of Knowledge

While influential, Foucault’s archaeological method has faced criticisms:

- Lack of Focus on Agency
Critics argue that it downplays the role of individual agency and social change.

- Historical Ambiguity
Some scholars question whether the method provides a clear enough account of historical
processes.

- Determinism
The emphasis on underlying rules may suggest a deterministic view of knowledge
development.

Despite these criticisms, the archaeology of knowledge remains a vital tool for
deconstructing and understanding the complexity of discursive formations.

---



Conclusion: The Legacy of Foucault’s Archaeology
of Knowledge

Foucault’s archaeology of knowledge continues to influence contemporary thought by
offering a framework to analyze how knowledge is constructed and how it changes over
time. It encourages us to look beneath surface appearances of facts and truths to uncover
the underlying structures that shape our understanding of the world. By examining
discursive formations, epistemes, and the rules governing discourse, scholars can better
understand the historical contingency of knowledge and challenge assumptions about
objectivity and universality. As a pioneering methodology, the archaeology of knowledge
remains a cornerstone of critical social theory, inspiring new ways of thinking about
history, power, and truth.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is Michel Foucault's 'Archaeology of Knowledge'
about?
Foucault's 'Archaeology of Knowledge' is a methodological work that explores how
discourses and knowledge are historically constructed and organized, emphasizing the
underlying rules and structures that shape knowledge systems across different periods.

How does Foucault's archaeology differ from traditional
histories of ideas?
Foucault's archaeology focuses on analyzing the underlying discursive formations and
rules that govern knowledge at specific historical moments, rather than tracing the
chronological development of ideas or thinkers. It emphasizes discontinuities and breaks
in knowledge regimes.



What are the main concepts introduced in 'The
Archaeology of Knowledge'?
Key concepts include discursive formations, statements, rules of formation, and the
episteme, which collectively explain how knowledge is systematically organized and how it
changes over time.

What is an 'episteme' according to Foucault?
An episteme is a historical a priori that defines the fundamental conditions of possibility
for knowledge in a particular period, shaping what can be said, thought, and studied
within a specific scientific domain.

How does Foucault's archaeology relate to power and
knowledge?
While 'Archaeology of Knowledge' primarily analyzes discursive structures, Foucault later
connects knowledge and power by showing how discourses are intertwined with power
relations, although this is more fully developed in his later work on power/knowledge.

Why is 'Archaeology of Knowledge' considered a
foundational text in poststructuralist theory?
Because it challenges linear and teleological views of historical development of ideas,
emphasizing the fluidity, discontinuities, and the constructed nature of knowledge, which
aligns with poststructuralist critiques of overarching narratives.

How does Foucault's concept of discursive formation
influence contemporary studies?
It provides a framework for analyzing how knowledge is produced and maintained within
specific contexts, influencing fields like linguistics, sociology, cultural studies, and critical
theory by highlighting the constructed and contingent nature of knowledge systems.

Can Foucault's archaeological method be applied to
modern digital discourses?
Yes, scholars have applied Foucault's archaeological approach to analyze digital
discourses, social media, and online knowledge production, examining how these new
formations are governed by different rules and structures compared to traditional
discourses.

Additional Resources
Michel Foucault Archaeology of Knowledge is one of the most influential and thought-
provoking works in contemporary philosophy and social theory. Published in 1969, this



book marks a significant shift in Foucault’s approach to understanding knowledge, power,
and the history of ideas. Unlike traditional histories that focus on linear progressions or
the intentions of great thinkers, Foucault's archaeology seeks to uncover the underlying
discursive structures that govern what can be said, thought, and known within a specific
period. This methodological shift provides a fresh lens through which to analyze the
formation and transformation of knowledge across different epochs, emphasizing the
discontinuities and ruptures that characterize intellectual history.

---

Understanding the Core Concept: Archaeology of
Knowledge

Foucault’s "Archaeology of Knowledge" introduces a novel approach to examining the
history of ideas. Instead of viewing history as a continuous narrative driven by great
individuals or progressive truths, Foucault advocates for an archaeological method that
investigates the underlying discursive formations that define what is considered true or
false at a given time.

What is Archaeology in Foucault’s Context?
- Definition: Archaeology, in Foucault’s sense, is a methodological tool designed to analyze
the historical layers of discursive practices.
- Focus: It emphasizes the rules, conventions, and structures that govern the production of
knowledge rather than the content of knowledge itself.
- Goal: To uncover the "archive" — the set of statements, discourses, and institutional
practices that define what can be said and thought in a particular era.

Key Features of Foucault’s Archaeology
- Discontinuity Over Continuity: Rejects the idea of a smooth, linear evolution of ideas;
instead, highlights ruptures and transformations.
- Focus on Discursive Formations: Examines systems of statements and their relations
rather than individual texts or authors.
- Genealogy vs. Archaeology: While related to Nietzsche’s genealogical method,
archaeology is more concerned with the epistemic rules that shape discourses than with
power relations.

---

The Methodological Foundations

Foucault's archaeology is rooted in a detailed analysis of discursive formations, which are
rules that determine what can be said, how it can be said, and what counts as valid



knowledge at a particular time.

Analyzing Discourse Structures
- Statements: The basic units of discourse, which are governed by rules.
- Discursive Formations: Networks of statements linked by shared rules that produce a
particular "episteme" or knowledge framework.
- Episteme: The overarching structures that define the limits of knowledge in a given
period (e.g., the Renaissance, Classical Age, Modern Age).

Steps in Archaeological Analysis
1. Identify the discursive formations that characterize a particular period.
2. Analyze the rules and conventions that govern statements.
3. Trace the historical shifts that lead to transformations or ruptures in these formations.
4. Map the emergence and decline of discursive regimes to understand their impact on
knowledge and power.

---

Major Themes and Contributions

Foucault's archaeology revolutionized the way scholars think about the history of ideas
and the development of knowledge systems.

Discontinuity and Rupture in History
- Challenges the notion of a steady, cumulative progress of knowledge.
- Emphasizes moments of rupture where old discursive formations are replaced by new
ones.
- Examples: The shift from classical to modern sciences, the emergence of psychiatry, or
the birth of human sciences.

The Concept of the Episteme
- A central notion that encapsulates the collective rules of discursive formation in an era.
- Defines what counts as truth, who can speak, and what methods are legitimate.
- Helps explain the epistemological boundaries and possibilities of a given period.

The Role of Power/Knowledge
- Although more explicitly developed later in Foucault’s work, archaeology lays the
groundwork by showing how discursive formations shape what can be said and who can
speak.



- Knowledge is intertwined with power, as discourses influence social practices and
institutional arrangements.

Features of the Archaeological Approach
- Emphasis on discourse rather than individual thinkers.
- Focus on rules and systems over historical personalities.
- Analysis of epistemic shifts rather than ideological or political movements alone.

---

Critiques and Limitations

While Foucault’s archaeology has been highly influential, it has also faced various
critiques.

Strengths
- Provides a rigorous methodological framework for analyzing the history of ideas.
- Moves away from teleological narratives, emphasizing discontinuity and change.
- Highlights the importance of discursive practices in shaping social realities.
- Encourages scholars to look beyond canonical texts and focus on underlying structures.

Critiques and Challenges
- Abstract and Difficult to Operationalize: The methodological complexity can make it
challenging to apply consistently.
- Neglects Agency and Power Dynamics: Critics argue that archaeology underplays the
role of individual agency and social power relations.
- Limited Focus on Material Conditions: Some suggest it overlooks economic, political, or
material factors influencing knowledge production.
- Potential for Overgeneralization: The broad concept of the episteme may sometimes
obscure important contextual differences.

Comparison with Other Approaches
- Archaeology is often contrasted with Foucault’s later genealogical method, which
explicitly incorporates power relations.
- Unlike traditional history, archaeology does not focus on chronological narratives but on
the underlying rules.

---



Application and Influence in Contemporary
Thought

Foucault’s archaeological method has profoundly influenced various disciplines beyond
philosophy, including history, sociology, cultural studies, linguistics, and anthropology.

Impact in Various Fields
- History of Science: Analyzing scientific paradigms as discursive formations.
- Cultural Studies: Exploring how discourses shape identities and social norms.
- Linguistics: Investigating language structures as part of discursive regimes.
- Psychology and Psychiatry: Understanding the emergence of mental health discourses
and practices.

Notable Examples of Archaeological Analysis
- The history of sexuality: How discourses about sexuality have evolved across epochs.
- The rise of the human sciences: How disciplines like anthropology, psychology, and
sociology emerged within specific epistemic frameworks.
- The development of biopolitics: How discursive formations about life and health influence
governance.

---

Critical Evaluation and Legacy

Foucault’s archaeology of knowledge remains a foundational text for understanding the
history of ideas and the construction of knowledge systems.

Strengths
- Offers a nuanced approach to understanding how knowledge is historically situated.
- Challenges essentialist views of truth and objectivity.
- Provides tools for deconstructing dominant discourses and exposing their contingency.

Limitations and Criticisms
- Sometimes criticized for its abstractness and perceived neglect of social agency.
- Critics argue that it underestimates the role of material conditions and economic factors.
- Some scholars feel it can be overly structural, ignoring individual or collective activism.



Legacy and Continuing Relevance
- The archaeological method has paved the way for subsequent poststructuralist and
postmodernist analyses.
- Its emphasis on discourse and epistemic regimes remains central in contemporary
studies of knowledge.
- Foucault’s work encourages a critical stance towards taken-for-granted truths and
institutional practices.

---

Conclusion

Michel Foucault’s Archaeology of Knowledge represents a groundbreaking approach to
understanding the history and formation of knowledge. By shifting the focus from
individual authors and linear progressions to underlying discursive structures, Foucault
invites us to consider how what we know is shaped by the rules and systems that govern
discourse. While it has its limitations, including its abstractness and sometimes limited
engagement with social agency, its influence is undeniable across multiple disciplines. The
archaeological method continues to inspire scholars to question the foundations of
knowledge and to explore the complex interplay between discourse, power, and social
reality. As a foundational text, it remains vital for anyone interested in the history of ideas,
epistemology, and the cultural analysis of knowledge systems.
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  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: Archaeology of Knowledge Michel Foucault,
2002 Foucault's classic methodological statement.
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: The Archaeology of Knowledge Michel Foucault,
2012-07-11 Madness, sexuality, power, knowledge—are these facts of life or simply parts of speech?
In a series of works of astonishing brilliance, historian Michel Foucault excavated the hidden
assumptions that govern the way we live and the way we think. The Archaeology of Knowledge
begins at the level of things aid and moves quickly to illuminate the connections between knowledge,
language, and action in a style at once profound and personal. A summing up of Foucault's own
methadological assumptions, this book is also a first step toward a genealogy of the way we live now.
Challenging, at times infuriating, it is an absolutey indispensable guide to one of the most innovative
thinkers of our time.
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: The Archeology of Knowledge Michel
Foucault, 2017-05-11 This book is one of the many Islamic publications distributed by Mustafa
Organization throughout the world in different languages with the aim of conveying the message of
Islam to the people of the world. Mustafa Organization is a registered Organization that operates
and is sustained through collaborative efforts of volunteers in many countries around the world, and
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knowledge through a global medium, the Internet, to locations where such resources are not
commonly or easily accessible or are resented, resisted and fought!
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: The Archaeology of Knowledge Michel
Foucault, 1972 In France, a country that awards its intellectuals the status other countries give their
rock stars, Michel Foucault was part of a glittering generation of thinkers, one which also included
Sartre, de Beauvoir and Deleuze. One of the great intellectual heroes of the twentieth century,
Foucault was a man whose passion and reason were at the service of nearly every progressive cause
of his time. From law and order, to mental health, to power and knowledge, he spearheaded public
awareness of the dynamics that hold us all in thrall to a few powerful ideologies and interests.
Arguably his finest work, Archaeology of Knowledge is a challenging but fantastically rewarding
introduction to his ideas. -- Description from http://www.amazon.com (Jan. 27, 2012).
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: Michel Foucault Hector Davidson, Michel
Foucault, a French philosopher, historian, and social theorist, is renowned for his critical exploration
of power, knowledge, and social institutions. Born in 1926, Foucault’s work spans a range of
disciplines, from philosophy to sociology, psychology, and political science. His intellectual journey
reflects a unique approach to understanding human societies, focusing not on abstract metaphysical
systems but on the structures that shape human behavior, knowledge, and institutions. Foucault’s
work is marked by a critique of the traditional ways of understanding the relationship between
individuals and society. He challenged the dominant historical narratives and sought to uncover the
deeper structures of power that influenced the development of knowledge. One of his central ideas
was that knowledge and power are intimately connected—knowledge is not neutral but shaped by
power relations that determine what is considered true or false. In this sense, his work was not just
theoretical but deeply political, as it explored how systems of power create the conditions for
knowledge and vice versa. Foucault’s philosophy is often associated with his concept of genealogy, a
method he developed to investigate historical processes and the ways in which ideas, norms, and
practices evolve over time. However, it is in his archaeology of knowledge that he makes his most
significant philosophical contributions. The archaeological method is a way of analyzing the
historical layers of knowledge and uncovering the deep structures that underlie our understanding
of the world. Unlike traditional historiography, which tends to focus on narratives and individuals,
Foucault's archaeology examines the discourses and institutions that create and maintain
knowledge, highlighting the ways they shape and limit what can be known.
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: The Archaeology of Knowledge Michel
Foucault, 1972
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: Foucault's Archaeology David Webb, 2012-11-30
Reveals the extent to which Foucault's approach to language in The Archaeology of Knowledge was
influenced by the mathematical sciences, adopting a mode of thought indebted to thinkers in the
scientific and epistemological traditions such as Cavailles and
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: Archaeology of Knowledge Michel Foucault,
2013 In France, a country that awards its intellectuals the status other countries give their rock
stars, Michel Foucault was part of a glittering generation of thinkers, one which also included
Sartre, de Beauvoir and Deleuze. One of the great intellectual heroes of the twentieth century,
Foucault was a man whose passion and reason were at the service of nearly every progressive cause
of his time. From law and order, to mental health, to power and knowledge, he spearheaded public
awareness of the dynamics that hold us all in thrall to a few powerful ideologies and interests.
Arguably his finest wo.
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: Summary of Michel Foucault's The Archaeology
of Knowledge Everest Media,, 2022-06-11T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not
the original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 The tools of history analysis are partly inherited and
partly of their own making: models of economic growth, quantitative analysis of market movements,
accounts of demographic expansion and contraction, the study of climate and its long-term changes,
and so on. #2 The history of thought, the history of science, the history of philosophy, and the



history of literature have all turned to the study of interruption. They have begun to examine the
incidence of ruptures and discontinuities beneath the great continuities of thought. #3 The history
of thought, of knowledge, and of philosophy seems to be moving toward more and more
discontinuities, while history itself is moving away from events and toward stable structures. But we
must not be fooled by these appearances. #4 The same problems are being posed in either case, but
they have provoked opposite effects on the surface. History has altered its position in relation to the
document: it has taken as its primary task not the interpretation of the document, nor the attempt to
decide whether it is telling the truth or what its expressive value is, but to work on it from within
and to develop it.
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: Archaeology of Knowledge Michel Foucault,
2013-04-15 In France, a country that awards its intellectuals the status other countries give their
rock stars, Michel Foucault was part of a glittering generation of thinkers, one which also included
Sartre, de Beauvoir and Deleuze. One of the great intellectual heroes of the twentieth century,
Foucault was a man whose passion and reason were at the service of nearly every progressive cause
of his time. From law and order, to mental health, to power and knowledge, he spearheaded public
awareness of the dynamics that hold us all in thrall to a few powerful ideologies and interests.
Arguably his finest work, Archaeology of Knowledge is a challenging but fantastically rewarding
introduction to his ideas.
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: The Archaeology of Knowledge (SparkNotes
Philosophy Guide) SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 The Archaeology of Knowledge (SparkNotes
Philosophy Guide) Making the reading experience fun! SparkNotes Philosophy Guides are one-stop
guides to the great works of philosophy–masterpieces that stand at the foundations of Western
thought. Inside each Philosophy Guide you’ll find insightful overviews of great philosophical works of
the Western world.
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: Michel Foucault's Archaeology of Western
Culture Pamela Major-Poetzl, 2017-10-10 The author argues that Foucault's archaeology is an
attempt to separate historical and philosophical analysis from the evolutionary model of
nineteenth-century biology and to establish a new form of social thought based on principles similar
to field theory in twentieth-century physics. She examines Foucault's view of the relationship
between power and knowledge and goes on to discuss the new concepts of space, time, subject, and
causality expressed in relativity theory, quantum mechanics, Saussurean linguistics, and Foucault's
literary essays. Originally published in 1983. A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring
Editions use the latest in digital technology to make available again books from our distinguished
backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are published unaltered from the original,
and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers both historical and cultural
value.
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: The Problem of Relativism in Michel
Foucault's Archaeology of Knowledge Shelley Ann Berger, 1979
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: The Archaeology of Knowledge ; And, the
Discourse on Language Michel Foucault, 1982
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: The Order of Things Michel Foucault, 1971
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: Foucault Robert Nola, 2014-03-05 Five eminent
critics explore the validity of Foucault's ideas on such questions as the fit between power and
knowledge and the tension between historicist and universalist claims.The very possibility of a
critical stance is a recurring theme in all of Foucault's works, and the contributors vary in the ways
that they relate to his key views on truth and reason in relation to power and government.
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: Space, Knowledge and Power Stuart Elden,
2016-04-01 Michel Foucault’s work is rich with implications and insights concerning spatiality, and
has inspired many geographers and social scientists to develop these ideas in their own research.
This book, the first to engage Foucault’s geographies in detail from a wide range of perspectives, is
framed around his discussions with the French geography journal Hérodote in the mid 1970s. The



opening third of the book comprises some of Foucault’s previously untranslated work on questions of
space, a range of responses from French and English language commentators, and a newly
translated essay by Claude Raffestin, a leading Swiss geographer. The rest of the book presents
specially commissioned essays which examine the remarkable reception of Foucault’s work in
English and French language geography; situate Foucault’s project historically; and provide a series
of developments of his work in the contemporary contexts of power, biopolitics, governmentality and
war. Contributors include a number of key figures in social/spatial theory such as David Harvey,
Chris Philo, Sara Mills, Nigel Thrift, John Agnew, Thomas Flynn and Matthew Hannah. Written in an
open and engaging tone, the contributors discuss just what they find valuable - and frustrating -
about Foucault’s geographies. This is a book which will both surprise and challenge.
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: O'farrell: Michel Foucault (paper) Clare
O'Farrell, 2005-10-10 Michel Foucault's work is one of the most influential sources of ideas in the
humanities and social sciences today. Clare O'Farrell offers a comprehensive and accessible
introduction to Foucault's enormous, diverse and challenging output. Her book provides a range of
practical tools and a reference work for readers who wish to understand and apply his ideas at both
introductory and advanced levels. This volume includes: - a discussion of Foucault's situation in the
contemporary context exploring his role as an iconic thinker, with clear explanations as to why his
work is so difficult to come to grips with, and also importantly, why it is of interest to so many
people. - the location of Foucault's work within its own historical, social and political setting. - brief
summaries in chronological order of all of Foucault's major works, including the more recently
published volumes of lectures. - the organization of Foucault's work around five distinct but
interrelated series of assumptions which underpin his world view: namely order, history, truth,
power and ethics. Ideas for which he is well-known, such as archaeology, genealogy, discourse,
discipline, governmentality, the subject and others are defined and discussed within the framework
of these five assumptions. - a chronology of Foucault's life, work and times. - a very extensive list of
key concepts in Foucault's work with detailed references pointing to where the relevant material can
be found in his writings. - a wide-ranging list of resources and a bibliography of Foucault's work for
easy consultation.
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: Madness and Civilization Michel Foucault,
1973 Traces the literary, philosophical, and moral themes of madness as well as its social and
theological impact in the sixteenth through eighteenth centuries.
  michel foucault archaeology of knowledge: The Cambridge Companion to Foucault Gary
Gutting, 2005-07-18 For Michel Foucault, philosophy was a way of questioning the allegedly
necessary truths that underpin the practices and institutions of modern society. He carried this out
in a series of deeply original and strikingly controversial studies on the origins of modern medical
and social scientific disciplines. These studies have raised fundamental questions about the nature of
human knowledge and its relation to power structures, and have become major topics of discussion
throughout the humanities and social sciences. The essays in this volume provide a comprehensive
overview of Foucault's major themes and texts, from his early work on madness through his history
of sexuality. Special attention is also paid to thinkers and movements, from Kant through current
feminist theory, that are particularly important for understanding his work and its impact. This
revised edition contains five new essays and revisions of many others, and the extensive
bibliography has been updated.
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