
food of the gods book

Food of the Gods Book

The phrase "Food of the Gods" immediately conjures images of divine
sustenance, mysterious recipes, or mythological tales surrounding heavenly
nourishment. However, when referenced as a book, it points to a significant
literary work that explores themes of science, religion, morality, and the
quest for understanding human nature and the divine. The Food of the Gods
book, written by H.G. Wells and published in 1904, is a fascinating piece of
science fiction that delves into the unintended consequences of scientific
experimentation, especially when it involves altering the natural order of
life. This article aims to provide an in-depth exploration of the Food of the
Gods book, its themes, characters, historical context, and its lasting impact
on literature and science fiction.

---

Overview of the Food of the Gods Book

Background and Author

H.G. Wells, often called the father of science fiction, authored The Food of
the Gods and How It Came to Earth as a novel that combines scientific
speculation with social commentary. The book was written during the early
20th century, a time marked by rapid technological advancements and a
burgeoning interest in scientific progress. Wells, known for his visionary
ideas, used this novel to explore the potential and perils of scientific
experimentation.

Publication and Reception

Originally published in 1904, the novel received mixed reviews but garnered
recognition for its imaginative scope and social critique. It was one of
Wells’ many works that challenged societal norms, questioned scientific
ethics, and envisioned future scenarios—some utopian, some dystopian.

---

Plot Summary

Main Premise and Setting

The Food of the Gods centers around the discovery of a mysterious substance,
dubbed "Herakleophorbia," that promotes rapid growth in plants and animals.
The substance is developed by two scientists, Professor Redwood and Mr.
Bensington, who aim to create a new food source that could solve world
hunger.

Key Events and Developments

- The scientists initially experiment with the substance on plants and small
animals, witnessing extraordinary growth.
- As the experiments progress, larger creatures—such as giant insects, rats,
and even humans—begin to appear.
- The story depicts the societal upheaval caused by these super-sized
creatures, leading to conflicts between humans and the rapidly evolving
animals.



- The novel explores themes of scientific hubris, ethical boundaries, and the
unforeseen consequences of manipulating nature.

Climax and Resolution

The climax involves a confrontation between humans and the giant creatures,
with efforts to control or eradicate the mutated animals. The story ends with
reflections on the responsibilities that come with scientific discovery,
emphasizing the need for caution and moral consideration.

---

Major Themes of the Book

Scientific Ethics and Responsibility

One of the central themes is the ethical dilemma faced by scientists when
their experiments have unintended consequences. Wells questions the morality
of playing God and warns against unchecked scientific hubris.

Nature and Humanity

The novel examines the relationship between humans and nature, highlighting
how disrupting natural processes can lead to chaos. It raises questions about
humanity’s right to alter the natural order.

Evolution and Progress

The Food of the Gods touches on the concept of evolution, both biological and
societal. The giant creatures symbolize an accelerated evolutionary process
resulting from scientific intervention.

Social and Political Implications

The story also explores how societal structures respond to radical changes.
The presence of giant creatures creates social unrest, and the narrative
reflects concerns about how technological progress might destabilize
civilization.

---

Characters in the Book

Professor Redwood

A scientist committed to solving world hunger through experimentation with
the mysterious substance. He embodies scientific curiosity and ambition,
often grappling with the ethical implications of his work.

Mr. Bensington

Redwood’s colleague and co-developer of the growth formula. Bensington is
portrayed as more cautious but still driven by the desire for scientific
progress.

Lady Anne

A character representing societal values and moral considerations. Her
perspective provides a counterpoint to the scientific hubris of the others.



The Giant Creatures

Though not characters in the traditional sense, the giant animals and insects
serve as symbolic representations of nature’s response to human interference.

---

Literary Significance and Impact

Genre and Style

The Food of the Gods is a pioneering work in science fiction, blending
speculative science with adventure and social commentary. Wells’ descriptive
style vividly portrays the monstrous creatures and chaotic scenes, creating a
compelling narrative that warns of the dangers of scientific overreach.

Influence on Science Fiction

The novel influenced subsequent works that explore the consequences of
genetic engineering, cloning, and biotechnology. It prefigures many themes
found in modern science fiction concerning ethical dilemmas and the
unpredictability of scientific innovation.

Reflection of Contemporary Scientific Milestones

Written during an era of rapid scientific discovery—such as Darwin’s
evolutionary theories and advances in medicine—the book reflects society’s
hopes and fears about science’s potential to reshape the world.

---

Critical Analysis

Strengths of the Book

- Imaginative Concept: The idea of a substance that causes rapid growth is
both intriguing and cautionary.
- Social Commentary: The novel effectively critiques scientific arrogance and
the potential for technology to spiral out of control.
- Symbolism: The giant creatures symbolize the unforeseen consequences of
human hubris and the unpredictable power of nature.

Limitations and Criticisms

- Some critics argue that the characters are less developed and serve mainly
as narrative devices.
- The resolution may appear somewhat simplistic, with a focus on caution
rather than a nuanced moral lesson.
- The book’s portrayal of scientific experimentation may seem dated compared
to modern ethical standards.

---

Legacy and Modern Relevance

Contemporary Themes

The themes explored in The Food of the Gods remain relevant today in debates
over genetic modification, environmental impact, and the ethics of scientific



experimentation.

Adaptations and Cultural References

While the novel itself has not been widely adapted into films or series, its
concepts have influenced countless science fiction stories, comics, and
discussions about bioengineering.

Educational Value

The book serves as a valuable resource for discussing the ethical dimensions
of scientific advancement and the importance of responsible research.

---

Conclusion

The Food of the Gods book by H.G. Wells stands as a timeless exploration of
the promises and perils of scientific progress. Through its vivid narrative
and compelling themes, it warns of the dangers inherent in tampering with
nature without regard for the consequences. Its influence extends beyond
literature into contemporary debates about biotechnology and ethics, making
it a vital work for understanding the complex relationship between humanity
and the natural world. As science continues to push boundaries, Wells’
cautionary tale remains a pertinent reminder to approach innovation with
humility and responsibility.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Food of the Gods' by H.G.
Wells?

The novel explores themes of scientific experimentation, evolution, and the
unintended consequences of playing god with nature.

Who are the main characters in 'Food of the Gods'?

The story centers around two scientists, Mr. Bensington and Professor
Redwood, who develop a growth serum, and the children and animals affected by
their experiments.

What is the significance of the 'Food of the Gods' in
the novel?

The 'Food of the Gods' refers to the growth serum that causes plants and
animals, including children, to grow to enormous sizes, symbolizing unchecked
scientific power.

How does 'Food of the Gods' address ethical issues
related to scientific experiments?

The novel raises questions about the morality of scientific hubris and the
potential dangers of manipulating nature without considering the
consequences.



When was 'Food of the Gods' published?

It was first published in 1904.

Has 'Food of the Gods' been adapted into other media?

Yes, it has inspired various adaptations including stage plays, comic books,
and influenced science fiction themes in popular culture.

What are some modern interpretations of 'Food of the
Gods'?

Modern interpretations often view it as a cautionary tale about genetic
engineering, biotechnology, and the ethical limits of scientific progress.

How does 'Food of the Gods' reflect Victorian-era
anxieties?

The novel reflects Victorian fears about scientific overreach, the loss of
control over nature, and the potential for technology to disrupt social
order.

Is 'Food of the Gods' considered a science fiction
classic?

Yes, it is regarded as a pioneering work in science fiction, particularly for
its exploration of genetic manipulation and its societal implications.

What lessons can readers learn from 'Food of the
Gods'?

Readers can learn about the importance of ethical responsibility in
scientific research and the potential dangers of pursuing knowledge without
considering consequences.

Additional Resources
Food of the Gods Book: An In-Depth Exploration of Myth, Science, and Cultural
Reflection

The phrase Food of the Gods Book often evokes images of mythological
narratives, scientific discourse, and philosophical explorations intertwined
within a single narrative tapestry. Whether referencing the classic works of
science fiction or the rich mythic traditions surrounding divine sustenance,
the term encapsulates a broad spectrum of cultural and literary significance.
In this investigative review, we delve into the origins, themes, and enduring
impact of the seminal work titled Food of the Gods, analyzing its
multifaceted contributions to literature, science, and popular culture.

---



Origins and Historical Context of Food of the
Gods

Literary Roots and Authorial Background

Food of the Gods is primarily associated with the 1904 science fiction novel
by H.G. Wells, a pioneering British author whose works laid foundational
stones for the genre. The novel, subtitled The Invisible Picture, explores
themes of scientific experimentation, evolution, and societal upheaval.
Wells, renowned for his visionary storytelling, used the narrative as a
platform to critique the rapid scientific advancements of his era and their
potential consequences.

Additionally, the phrase itself draws inspiration from mythological sources,
notably the divine sustenance of gods in various cultures—nectar and ambrosia
in Greek mythology, for instance—symbolizing immortality and eternal youth.
This duality of scientific innovation and mythic symbolism sets the stage for
a layered exploration of humanity’s pursuit of divine-like powers.

Evolution of the Book’s Themes Over Time

Since its publication, Food of the Gods has resonated across different eras,
inspiring adaptations, reinterpretations, and scholarly debates. The early
20th-century context of rapid technological change and societal upheaval
provided fertile ground for Wells’s cautionary tale. Over the decades, the
themes have been recontextualized within new scientific paradigms, from
genetic engineering to artificial intelligence, making the book a versatile
lens through which to examine humanity’s ongoing quest for transcendence.

---

Thematic Analysis: Myth, Science, and
Humanity’s Ambitions

The Mythic Dimension: Divine Food and Immortality

At its core, the concept of Food of the Gods taps into the universal human
fascination with divine nourishment as a symbol of eternal life, power, and
transcendence. Mythologies worldwide depict gods and heroes consuming special
foods that grant them their extraordinary abilities.

- Greek Mythology: Nectar and ambrosia as divine sustenance.
- Hindu Traditions: Amrita, the nectar of immortality consumed by gods and
demons.
- Christianity: The Eucharist as spiritual sustenance.

This mythic motif underscores a fundamental human desire: to attain divine
status or eternal life through the ingestion of special substances. The Food



of the Gods thus becomes a metaphor for the pursuit of ultimate knowledge and
power.

Scientific Inquiry and Ethical Dilemmas

Wells’s novel approaches the theme through the lens of experimental science,
imagining a substance or process that accelerates evolution—transforming
humans into higher beings or creating new species altogether.

- The Creation of the "Evolves": In the story, scientists experiment with a
substance called Herakleophorbia, which induces rapid growth and evolutionary
change.
- Implications for Society: The emergence of these new species raises
questions about control, morality, and the definition of human identity.
- Modern Parallels: Contemporary debates surrounding genetic modification,
cloning, and bioengineering echo these themes, highlighting ethical concerns
about "playing God."

The novel invites readers to consider: if humanity could engineer its own
evolution, what moral boundaries would come into play? Would such power
elevate or jeopardize human civilization?

Humans and the Pursuit of Power

Another layer of Food of the Gods involves examining the human obsession with
dominance and eternal youth. The desire to consume divine substances becomes
a reflection of broader ambitions—scientific, spiritual, and political.

- The narrative explores how the pursuit of such "divine" food can lead to
unintended consequences, including social upheaval and ecological disruption.
- The story serves as a cautionary tale about overreach and hubris, aligning
with classical tragedies like Icarus’s flight too close to the sun.

---

Literary Significance and Critical Reception

Impact on Science Fiction Genre

Food of the Gods is considered a pivotal work in early science fiction
literature, influencing subsequent authors and narratives that grapple with
themes of evolution, bioethics, and technological hubris. Its portrayal of
scientific experimentation serves as a blueprint for stories that explore the
moral dilemmas of scientific progress.

- The novel’s imaginative depiction of rapid evolution and societal upheaval
prefigured later dystopian and post-apocalyptic narratives.
- Its focus on the unintended consequences of scientific hubris resonates
with modern sci-fi classics like Frankenstein and Brave New World.



Critical Perspectives and Controversies

While praised for its visionary scope, Food of the Gods has also faced
criticism:

- Allegorical Ambiguity: Some critics argue that Wells’s allegories are too
abstract or allegorical, making the novel less accessible.
- Scientific Accuracy: The fictional science depicted has been scrutinized
for lacking realism, though it remains symbolically potent.
- Ethical Concerns: The novel’s portrayal of genetic intervention raises
ongoing ethical debates, some of which are still relevant today.

---

Modern Reinterpretations and Cultural Impact

Adaptations and Influences

The themes of Food of the Gods have transcended the pages, inspiring:

- Films and TV: Various adaptations explore the consequences of scientific
hubris and evolution.
- Literature: Contemporary authors revisit Wells’s themes in works exploring
bioethics, AI, and human enhancement.
- Video Games and Comics: The motif of divine or transformative food appears
in various entertainment media, emphasizing the enduring appeal of the
concept.

Relevance in Contemporary Science and Society

Today, the idea of "divine food" manifests in debates surrounding:

- Genetic Editing: CRISPR and other gene-editing tools aim to enhance human
capabilities.
- Artificial Intelligence: The quest to create "superintelligent" entities
echoes the themes of evolution and transcendence.
- Bioethics: Questions about the morality of manipulating life at a
fundamental level are central to modern scientific discourse.

The Food of the Gods narrative serves as a mirror reflecting society’s hopes,
fears, and ethical quandaries in the face of unparalleled technological
advancement.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Food of the
Gods

The Food of the Gods Book, in its various incarnations—whether as Wells’s



original novel, mythic symbolism, or contemporary scientific
debates—continues to captivate audiences and scholars alike. Its core themes
of divine nourishment, human aspiration, and ethical responsibility remain
profoundly relevant.

By examining the intersections of myth and science, the novel challenges us
to consider the true cost of our pursuits for immortality, power, and
transcendence. As humanity stands on the brink of new technological
frontiers, Wells’s cautionary tales remind us to reflect carefully on the
divine foods we seek—lest we become the architects of our own downfall.

In essence, Food of the Gods is more than a story; it is a philosophical
inquiry into what it means to seek the divine and the profound
responsibilities that come with such pursuits. Its legacy endures, urging us
to balance ambition with humility, innovation with ethics, and desire with
wisdom.

Food Of The Gods Book

  food of the gods book: Food Of The Gods Terence McKenna, 2010-02-23 ‘The single most
influential spokesperson for organic psychedelics’ The Independent What can altered states of
consciousness reveal about our origins and our place in nature? In this landmark piece of
psychedelic literature renowned ethnobotanist and psychonaut Terence McKenna explores our
ancient relationship with organic psychedelics and opens a doorway to a higher state of being for us
all. An odyssey of mind, body and spirit, Food of the Gods is one of the most fascinating and
surprising histories of consciousness ever written. A daring work of scholarship and exploration, it
offers an inspiring vision for individual fulfilment and a humane basis for our interaction with each
other and the natural world. 'The modern classic on mind-altering drugs and hallucinogens' The
Washington Post
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth H G Wells,
2020-11-20 The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth by H. G. Wells
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth H. G. Wells,
2022-09-16 In 'The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth,' H. G. Wells intricately weaves a
narrative that explores themes of science, nature, and the human condition through the lens of
speculative fiction. The novel examines the consequences of a revolutionary substance, a
transformative food capable of stimulating vast growth in living beings. Through vivid descriptions
and rich dialogue, Wells constructs a cautionary tale that critiques human ambition and the ethical
dilemmas surrounding scientific experimentation, positioning the story within the burgeoning
intellectual climate of the late 19th century, marked by rapid industrialization and advances in
science. H. G. Wells, a titan of early science fiction, was profoundly influenced by the social and
scientific upheavals of his time. Born in 1866, he navigated a world rife with technological
innovation, which fueled his imagination and concern for societal progress. Wells's keen insights into
human behavior, coupled with his formal education in biology, catalyzed the creation of this novel,
prompting readers to consider what might unfold in the pursuit of knowledge unchecked by moral
considerations. 'The Food of the Gods' is highly recommended for readers intrigued by the interplay
between science and ethics. Wells's masterful storytelling invites a profound reflection on the
responsibilities accompanying technological advancements, making it a timeless read for anyone
interested in the moral quandaries of scientific discovery.
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth Illustrated H. G. Wells,
2021-06-11 The Food of the Gods is divided into three books: Book I: The Discovery of the Food;
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Book II: The Food in the Village; and Book III: The Harvest of the Food.The Food of the Gods and
How It Came to Earth is a science fiction novel by H. G. Wells, first published in 1904. Wells called it
a fantasia on the change of scale in human affairs. . . .
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth H. G. Wells,
2016-12-11 Why buy our paperbacks? Standard Font size of 10 for all books High Quality Paper
Fulfilled by Amazon Expedited shipping 30 Days Money Back Guarantee BEWARE of Low-quality
sellers Don't buy cheap paperbacks just to save a few dollars. Most of them use low-quality papers &
binding. Their pages fall off easily. Some of them even use very small font size of 6 or less to
increase their profit margin. It makes their books completely unreadable. How is this book unique?
Unabridged (100% Original content) Font adjustments & biography included Illustrated About The
Food Of The Gods And How It Came To Earth: By H. G. Wells The Food of the Gods and How It
Came to Earth is a science fiction novel by H. G. Wells, first published in 1904. Wells called it a
fantasia on the change of scale in human affairs. . . . I had hit upon [the idea] while working out the
possibilities of the near future in a book of speculations called Anticipations (1901).There have been
various B-movie adaptations.The Food of the Gods is divided into three books: Book I: The Discovery
of the Food; Book II: The Food in the Village; and Book III: The Harvest of the Food.
  food of the gods book: Food of the Gods Terence K. McKenna, 1992 McKenna's
extraordinary quest to discover the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge. He wonders why we are so
fascinated by altered states of consciousness, do they reveal something about our origins as human
beings and our place in nature?
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth Large Print H. G.
Wells, 2018-08-15 The Food of the Gods and how it came to Earth large print By H. G. Wells The
Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth by H.G. Wells Several novels by H.G. Wells have shown
his extraordinary power of vividly realizing the most daringly-imagined conditions. The Food of the
Gods is a surpassing example of these powers; and in it Mr. Wells combines them with a curious but
always very telling addition of humor and pathos. We are delighted to publish this classic book as
part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of
print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. We are delighted to
publish this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our
collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general
public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of
literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back
into print after many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have
been scanned from the original works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been
meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide the
reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that you
will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods H. G. Wells, 2018-11-08 The Food of the Godsby
H.G. WellsWhat happens when science tampers with nature? A riveting, cautionary tale with
disastrous results reveals the chilling answer.Hoping to create a new growth agent for food with
beneficial uses to mankind, two scientists find that the spread of the material is uncontrollable.
Giant chickens, rats, and insects run amok, and children given the food stuffs experience incredible
growth--and serious illnesses. Over the years, people who have eaten these specially treated foods
find themselves unable to fit into a society where ignorance and hypocrisy rule. These giants, with
their extraordinary mental powers, find themselves shut away from an older, more traditional
society. Intolerance and hatred increase as the line of distinction between ordinary people and
giants is drawn across communities and families. One of H. G. Wells' lesser-known works, The Food
of the Gods has been retold many times in many forms since it was first published in 1904. The
gripping, newly relevant tale combines fast-paced entertainment with social commentary as it
considers the ethics involved in genetic engineering.
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth Annotated H G Wells,



2021-02-10 The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth is a science fiction novel by H. G. Wells,
first published in 1904. It is divided into three books. Book 1 introduces Mr Bensington, a research
chemist. Along with Professor Redwood, he develops the 'food of the gods'; a food that accelerates
the growth of children and turns them into giants when they become adults.
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth Annotated
Edition H G Wells, 2022-02-24 The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth is a science fiction
novel by H. G. Wells, first published in 1904. It is divided into three books. Book 1 introduces Mr
Bensington, a research chemist. Along with Professor Redwood, he develops the 'food of the gods'; a
food that accelerates the growth of children and turns them into giants when they become adults.
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth H. G. Wells,
2020-09-12 What happens when science tampers with nature? A riveting, cautionary tale with
disastrous results reveals the chilling answer.Hoping to create a new growth agent for food with
beneficial uses to mankind, two scientists find that the spread of the material is uncontrollable.
Giant chickens, rats, and insects run amok, and children given the food stuffs experience incredible
growth--and serious illnesses. Over the years, people who have eaten these specially treated foods
find themselves unable to fit into a society where ignorance and hypocrisy rule. These giants, with
their extraordinary mental powers, find themselves shut away from an older, more traditional
society. Intolerance and hatred increase as the line of distinction between ordinary people and
giants is drawn across communities and families.One of H. G. Wells' lesser-known works, The Food
of the Gods has been retold many times in many forms since it was first published in 1904. The
gripping, newly relevant tale combines fast-paced entertainment with social commentary as it
considers the ethics involved in genetic engineering.
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth Annotated Herbert
George Wells, 2020-12-15 The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth is a science fiction novel
by H. G. Wells, first published in 1904. Wells called it a fantasia on the change of scale in human
affairs. . . . I had hit upon [the idea] while working out the possibilities of the near future in a book of
speculations called Anticipations (1901).[1] There have been various B-movie adaptations. The novel
is about a group of scientists who invent a food that accelerates the growth of children and turns
them into giants when they become adults.
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods H. G. Wells, 2017-08-19 The Food of the Gods
and How It Came to Earth is a science fiction novel by H. G. Wells, first published in 1904. Wells
called it a fantasia on the change of scale in human affairs. . . . I had hit upon the idea while working
out the possibilities of the near future in a book of speculations called Anticipations. The novel is one
of his lesser known works although there have been various B-movie adaptations of it.
  food of the gods book: The Food Of The Gods and How It Came H. G. Wells, 2013-12-01
Several novels by H.G. Wells have shown his extraordinary power of vividly realizing the most
daringly-imagined conditions. The Food of the Gods is a surpassing example of these powers; and in
it Mr. Wells combines them with a curious but always very telling addition of humor and pathos.
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth H G Wells,
2020-05 What happens when science tampers with nature? A riveting, cautionary tale with
disastrous results reveals the chilling answer.Hoping to create a new growth agent for food with
beneficial uses to mankind, two scientists find that the spread of the material is uncontrollable.
Giant chickens, rats, and insects run amok, and children given the food stuffs experience incredible
growth--and serious illnesses. Over the years, people who have eaten these specially treated foods
find themselves unable to fit into a society where ignorance and hypocrisy rule. These giants, with
their extraordinary mental powers, find themselves shut away from an older, more traditional
society. Intolerance and hatred increase as the line of distinction between ordinary people and
giants is drawn across communities and families.One of H. G. Wells' lesser-known works, The Food
of the Gods has been. The gripping, newly relevant tale combines fast-paced entertainment with
social commentary as it considers the ethics involved in genetic engineering.
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods (Annotated) H G Wells, 2024-07-09 The



groundbreaking science fiction classic by H.G. Wells Imagine a food...that could change the course
of human history. In The Food of The Gods and How it Came to Earth, legendary science fiction
author H.G. Wells provocatively chronicles this very idea: a food so powerful it transforms society as
we know it. Two young scientists, Mr. Bensington and Professor Redwood, begin their study of
growth on a whim, then proceed to develop Herakleophorbia IV, a growth serum quickly named The
Food of the Gods. The serum is tested on chickens, who quickly grow to six times their size. It's
deemed a success, but after the serum makes its way into the local food chain, the gigantism
spreads-giant plants, earwigs, wasps, and even rats. English villages are terrorized and ransacked.
But the scientists have yet to learn their lesson, administering the serum to numerous young
children. Boomfood has now taken the entire country by storm, forcing all of England to reckon with
the recklessness of the scientists. Will the giants find peace among the common citizens, or will they
be forced to shed blood to ensure their own survival? If any writer could overcome the hurdles
inherent in humanizing giants, that writer would be H. G. Wells, the fellow who practically pioneered
all the major tropes of science fiction.-Paul Di Filippo, Hugo-nominated author of The Steampunk
Trilogy
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to the Earth H Wells,
2017-03-18 The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth, first published in 1904, is a science
fiction novel by H. G. Wells. It was described by Wells as a fantasia on the change of scale in human
affairs [...] I had hit upon [the idea] while working out the possibilities of the near future in a book of
speculations called Anticipations There have been a few B-movie adaptations of the book including,
Food of the Gods (1976), Village of the Giants (1965), and Gnaw: Food of the Gods, Part 2 (1989).
The story is about a collection of scientists who create a type food which accelerates the growth of
children and turns them into giants when they become adults.
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth H G Wells,
2020-09-12 What happens when science tampers with nature? A riveting, cautionary tale with
disastrous results reveals the chilling answer.Hoping to create a new growth agent for food with
beneficial uses to mankind, two scientists find that the spread of the material is uncontrollable.
Giant chickens, rats, and insects run amok, and children given the food stuffs experience incredible
growth--and serious illnesses. Over the years, people who have eaten these specially treated foods
find themselves unable to fit into a society where ignorance and hypocrisy rule. These giants, with
their extraordinary mental powers, find themselves shut away from an older, more traditional
society. Intolerance and hatred increase as the line of distinction between ordinary people and
giants is drawn across communities and families.One of H. G. Wells' lesser-known works, The Food
of the Gods has been retold many times in many forms since it was first published in 1904. The
gripping, newly relevant tale combines fast-paced entertainment with social commentary as it
considers the ethics involved in genetic engineering.
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth Annotated Illustrated
H. G. Wells, 2020-06-05 The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth is a science fiction novel by
H. G. Wells, first published in 1904. It is divided into three books. Book 1 introduces Mr Bensington,
a research chemist. Along with Professor Redwood, he develops the 'food of the gods'; a food that
accelerates the growth of children and turns them into giants when they become adults.
  food of the gods book: The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth George Wells,
2018-03-03 The Food of the Gods and How It Came to Earth is a science fiction novel by H. G. Wells,
first published in 1904. Wells called it a fantasia on the change of scale in human affairs. . . . I had
hit upon [the idea] while working out the possibilities of the near future in a book of speculations
called Anticipations (1901). There have been various B-movie adaptations. The novel is about a
group of scientists who invent a food that accelerates the growth of children and turns them into
giants when they become adults.The Food of the Gods is divided into three books: Book I: The
Discovery of the Food; Book II: The Food in the Village; and Book III: The Harvest of the Food.
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