dr who the romans

dr who the romans is a captivating serial from the classic British science
fiction television series Doctor Who. Originally broadcast in 1965 as part of
the show's second season, this story is renowned for its imaginative blend of
historical adventure and science fiction, showcasing the Doctor's ingenuity
amidst the grandeur and peril of ancient Rome. In this article, we will
explore the plot, historical context, characters, themes, and significance of
"The Romans," offering an in-depth look at this iconic story within the
Doctor Who universe.

Overview of "The Romans"

Plot Summary

"The Romans" is a four-episode serial that features the First Doctor,
portrayed by William Hartnell. The story begins with the Doctor, his
granddaughter Susan, and her schoolteachers Ian and Barbara arriving in
ancient Rome through the TARDIS. Their unexpected journey places them in the
bustling city during the reign of Emperor Nero.

The TARDIS crew quickly realizes they are in a dangerous time, with political
intrigue and personal peril surrounding them. To avoid the wrath of Nero, who
is portrayed as a ruthless and somewhat frivolous ruler, the Doctor devises a
plan to blend in by disguising himself and his companions. The story follows
their efforts to navigate Roman society, avoid detection, and find a way back
to their own time.

What sets "The Romans" apart is its humorous tone and character-driven
storytelling, which offers both adventure and comedy. The Doctor, known for
his wit and resourcefulness, becomes entangled in Roman social life, even
participating in a Roman wedding, showcasing the series' ability to mix
historical accuracy with lighthearted storytelling.

Historical Context and Setting

Ancient Rome in the 1lst Century AD

The story is set during the reign of Emperor Nero, who ruled from 54 AD to 68
AD. Nero is historically known for his tyrannical rule, political purges, and
the Great Fire of Rome. The serial captures the opulence and grandeur of
Roman society, including the architecture, clothing, and social customs.



While the serial takes some creative liberties, it aims to portray the
atmosphere of ancient Rome accurately. The depiction includes bustling
marketplaces, grand temples, and the social hierarchy that defined Roman
life. The narrative also touches on the political intrigue and corruption
prevalent in Nero's court.

Historical Accuracy and Creative License

Although "The Romans" is primarily an entertainment piece, it incorporates
many authentic elements of Roman culture and history. However, some aspects
are simplified or exaggerated for storytelling purposes, such as the
depiction of Nero as a somewhat comical figure, which contrasts with his
historical reputation.

The serial serves as a valuable introduction to Roman history for viewers,
sparking interest in the period while maintaining the show's signature blend
of education and entertainment.

Key Characters and Performances

The Doctor

William Hartnell’'s portrayal of the First Doctor is central to the serial's
charm. His quick wit, resourcefulness, and sense of humor shine through as he
navigates Roman society. The Doctor's disguise as a Roman senator allows him
to interact with the locals, and his cleverness is showcased in several
moments of comic relief and quick thinking.

Companions

- Susan Foreman: The Doctor's granddaughter, portrayed by Carole Ann Ford,
plays a significant role in the story, often acting as a bridge between the
audience and the historical setting.

- Ian Chesterton: Played by William Russell, Ian's practicality and bravery
are evident as he confronts Roman dangers.

- Barbara Wright: Portrayed by Jacqueline Hill, Barbara's intelligence and
leadership qualities help the group navigate their predicament.

Antagonists and Supporting Characters

While "The Romans" is less focused on traditional villains, the story
features Roman officials and courtiers who pose threats. Some memorable
characters include:

- Nero: Occasionally depicted with a humorous or eccentric demeanor, adding
levity to the story.



- Ludus: A Roman slave who interacts with the TARDIS crew, providing insight
into Roman social hierarchies.

Thematic Elements and Narrative Style

Humor and Lightheartedness

One of the defining features of "The Romans" is its humorous tone. Unlike
other serials that emphasize danger and tension, this story incorporates
comedy through character interactions, misunderstandings, and the Doctor's
antics. This approach makes the historical setting more engaging and
accessible.

Historical Education and Entertainment

Doctor Who has always aimed to educate as well as entertain. "The Romans"
exemplifies this by introducing viewers to Roman customs, social structures,
and political intrigue. The serial balances factual elements with fictional
storytelling to create an informative yet entertaining experience.

Time Travel and Its Consequences

As with all Doctor Who stories, the serial explores themes of time travel,
causality, and the importance of maintaining the timeline. The Doctor's
interventions in Roman society are carefully planned to avoid altering
history significantly, highlighting the show's recurring motif of responsible
time travel.

Significance and Legacy

Impact on the Series

"The Romans" is considered a classic serial within the Doctor Who canon,
notable for its humor, historical setting, and character development. It
helped establish the show's ability to blend genres, combining science
fiction with historical adventure.

Cultural and Fan Reception

Fans appreciate "The Romans" for its lighthearted tone and engaging
storytelling. It remains one of the most beloved serials from the Hartnell
era, often cited for its clever writing and memorable characters.



Influence on Future Storytelling

The serial's successful integration of comedy and history influenced later
Doctor Who stories that explore historical periods with a mix of humor and
drama. It demonstrated that even serious historical settings could be
approached with levity, broadening the show's creative scope.

Where to Watch and Explore More

For fans interested in experiencing "The Romans," the serial is available
through various DVD collections, streaming platforms, and Doctor Who
archives. Watching this story provides insight into the show's early approach
to storytelling and its enduring charm.

Additional Resources

- Official Doctor Who website
- DVD collections of Classic Series
- Fan forums and discussion groups dedicated to classic Doctor Who stories

Conclusion

"dr who the romans" stands out as a quintessential example of Doctor Who's
ability to marry history with science fiction, humor, and adventure. Its
memorable characters, engaging plot, and historical setting continue to
captivate audiences, making it a must-watch for fans and newcomers alike.
Whether you are interested in Roman history, classic television, or inventive
storytelling, "The Romans" offers a delightful journey into the past through
the lens of a beloved sci-fi series.

Meta Description: Discover the fascinating world of "Doctor Who: The Romans,"
a classic serial blending ancient Roman history with sci-fi adventure, humor,
and timeless storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Romans' serial in
Doctor Who?
In 'The Romans,' the Doctor and his companions arrive in ancient Rome during

the reign of Emperor Nero, where they become entangled in political intrigue
and must find a way to escape the perilous environment.



Which actors starred in the original 'The Romans'
serial?

The serial was originally broadcast in 1965 and starred William Hartnell as
the First Doctor, with Carole Ann Ford as Susan and Jack Watling as David.

How does 'The Romans' depict ancient Roman society?

'The Romans' offers a humorous and somewhat exaggerated portrayal of Roman
society, featuring gladiator fights, imperial politics, and famous historical
figures like Nero, all with a lighthearted tone.

Are there any notable historical inaccuracies in
‘The Romans'?

While entertaining, the serial takes some liberties with historical facts for
dramatic effect, such as simplified depictions of Roman customs and events,
but it captures the essence of the era.

What are some memorable moments from 'The Romans'
serial?

Memorable moments include the comic interactions between the Doctor and Roman
characters, the gladiator fights, and the Doctor's clever schemes to outwit
Nero's guards.

How does 'The Romans' compare to other Doctor Who
historical serials?

'The Romans' is notable for its comedic tone and engaging storytelling,
standing out among historical serials for its humor and character
interactions, unlike more serious or adventure-focused stories.

Has 'The Romans' influenced any modern Doctor Who
episodes?
While direct influences are subtle, 'The Romans' helped establish the show's

approach to historical stories, blending humor, adventure, and educational
elements that continue in modern episodes.

Is 'The Romans' avalilable for streaming or purchase
today?
Yes, 'The Romans' serial is available on DVD and sometimes included in

classic Doctor Who collections, though it may not be available on all
streaming platforms.



Why is 'The Romans' considered a classic serial in
Doctor Who history?

'The Romans' is considered a classic for its engaging storytelling, humor,
and historical setting, showcasing the show's ability to blend education and
entertainment in its early years.

Additional Resources

Dr Who the Romans: Exploring the Historical and Narrative Significance of a
Classic Adventure

Introduction: Unveiling the Historical Tapestry of "Dr Who the Romans"

Dr Who the Romans stands out as one of the most compelling serials in the
long-running British science fiction series, "Doctor Who." Originally aired
in 1965 as part of the show's second season, this story transports the Doctor
and his companions into the heart of ancient Rome during the reign of Emperor
Nero. Combining historical drama with science fiction elements, this serial
exemplifies the show's unique ability to blend educational content with
entertainment, capturing viewers’ imaginations while offering a window into
one of history’s most tumultuous eras. As a quintessential example of "Doctor
Who"'s historical episodes, "The Romans" not only entertains but also invites
viewers to explore the complexities of Roman society, politics, and culture
through the lens of a time-traveling alien hero. This article delves into the
narrative, historical accuracy, production context, and lasting legacy of "Dr
Who the Romans," providing a comprehensive analysis for both fans and
newcomers alike.

The Narrative Core of "Dr Who the Romans"
Plot Overview

At its core, "The Romans" follows the Doctor—played by William Hartnell-and
his companions, Ian and Barbara, as they inadvertently land in ancient Rome.
Their TARDIS, the Doctor's time machine, materializes in the bustling city,
plunging them into a world rife with political intrigue, social
stratification, and cultural vibrancy.

The story begins with the TARDIS crew trying to navigate the unfamiliar
environment, quickly realizing they are in a period of political instability.
The plot thickens as they encounter Roman citizens, slave traders, and even
the emperor Nero himself. Their primary challenge becomes avoiding disruption
of the timeline while seeking a way back to their own time.

Key Characters and Their Roles



- The Doctor: Portrayed as a witty and resourceful alien scientist, he seeks
to understand Roman customs and avoid altering history.

- TIan Chesterton: The science teacher and pragmatic member of the team, often
serving as the voice of reason.

- Barbara Wright: The history teacher, whose knowledge of Roman history
proves invaluable.

- Vespasianus: A Roman senator who interacts with the Doctor and his
companions, offering insight into Roman politics.

- Nero: The infamous emperor, depicted with a mix of grandeur and tyranny,
embodying the imperial power struggles of the era.

Themes and Narrative Devices

"Dr Who the Romans" explores themes such as power, morality, and the human
condition, set against the backdrop of ancient Rome. The serial employs
humor—-most notably through the character of the slave girl, Biroc—to make the
historical setting more accessible and engaging for viewers.

Narratively, it uses a combination of historical accuracy and creative
storytelling, often embedding educational content within the adventure. The
serialized format allows for character development, humorous interactions,
and suspenseful moments, making it a well-rounded story that balances
entertainment with historical exploration.

Historical Context and Accuracy
Setting the Scene: Ancient Rome in 64 AD

The serial is set during a pivotal period in Roman history, specifically
around AD 64, during Nero’s reign. This era was marked by political upheaval,
social unrest, and significant cultural developments.

Historical Elements Incorporated

- Nero’s Rule: The depiction of Nero as a capricious and sometimes cruel
ruler aligns with historical accounts, though the serial emphasizes his
eccentricities for dramatic effect.

- Roman Society: The series portrays various social classes, from senators
and aristocrats to slaves and common citizens, highlighting the rigid class
distinctions.

- Architecture and Customs: The production team made efforts to replicate
Roman architecture, clothing, and daily practices, such as public baths and
chariot racing.

Factual Accuracy and Creative Liberties

While "The Romans" strives for authenticity, it also takes creative liberties
for storytelling purposes. For example:



- Certain characters and events are fictional or exaggerated to enhance
narrative tension.

- The speed at which the Doctor and companions interact with major historical
figures is compressed for episodic pacing.

- Some depictions of Roman life are simplified to suit the episode’s format
and target audience.

Despite these liberties, the serial remains a valuable educational tool,
sparking interest in Roman history among viewers.

Production Insights and Challenges
Filming Locations and Set Design

"Doctor Who" was known for its innovative use of budget-friendly sets and
location shoots. For "The Romans," the production team relied heavily on
studio sets designed to evoke Roman architecture, complemented by outdoor
scenes shot at historical sites and parks.

Costuming and Props

Authentic costumes were crafted for Roman citizens, soldiers, and slaves,
utilizing historical research to ensure accuracy within budget constraints.
Props such as Roman coins, weapons, and household items added to the
immersive experience.

Directorial Approach and Challenges

Director Mervyn Pinfield aimed to balance humor with drama, ensuring that the
serial appealed to both young and adult audiences. Challenges included
creating convincing Roman environments and managing the limited special
effects technology of the era.

Audience Reception and Legacy
Upon its release, "The Romans" was well-received for its engaging
storytelling and educational value. Its humor and character dynamics

contributed to its popularity, making it a standout serial in the "Doctor
Who" canon.

The Serial’s Legacy and Cultural Impact
Influence on Future Historical Dramas
"Dr Who the Romans" set a precedent for "Doctor Who"’'s future historical

episodes, demonstrating how science fiction can serve as a vehicle for
exploring real historical periods. Its success encouraged the series to



explore other eras, including the Victorian era, the American West, and
ancient Egypt.

Educational Significance

The serial has been used in educational contexts to introduce students to
Roman history. Its blend of entertainment and factual content demonstrates
the potential of popular media to foster historical curiosity.

Revivals and Reinterpretations

Although the original serial aired over half a century ago, its themes and
storytelling style continue to influence modern adaptations and
reinterpretations. Audio dramas, comic books, and new TV episodes
occasionally reference or pay homage to "The Romans," cementing its place in
"Doctor Who" lore.

Fandom and Cultural References

“Dr Who the Romans" remains a favorite among fans for its humor, historical
intrigue, and memorable characters. It has been included in fan
retrospectives, documentaries, and special editions that explore the show's
history.

Concluding Thoughts: The Enduring Charm of "Dr Who the Romans"

"Dr Who the Romans" exemplifies the unique appeal of "Doctor Who" as a series
capable of blending educational content with compelling storytelling. Its
historical setting serves not only as a backdrop for adventure but also as an
engaging portal into ancient Roman society. The serial’s successful
combination of humor, action, and historical accuracy continues to resonate
with audiences, reminding us of the timeless appeal of exploring history
through the lens of science fiction.

As the series evolves, "The Romans" remains a testament to the show's
innovative approach to storytelling—an enduring classic that captures the
imagination while fostering understanding of a fascinating historical era.
Whether as a nostalgic favorite or a gateway for new fans, this serial
underscores the power of "Doctor Who" to entertain, educate, and inspire
curiosity about the past.

Dr Who The Romans

dr who the romans: Doctor Who and History Carey Fleiner, Dene October, 2017-07-25 When
Sydney Newman conceived the idea for Doctor Who in 1963, he envisioned a show in which the
Doctor and his companions would visit and observe, but not interfere with, events in history. That
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plan was dropped early on and the Doctor has happily meddled with historical events for decades.
This collection of new essays examines how the Doctor's engagement with history relates to Britain's
colonial past, nostalgia for village life, Norse myths, alternate history, and the impact of historical
decisions on the present.

dr who the romans: Presenting the Romans Nigel Mills, 2013 Explores the issues and the
use of best practice interpretation principles in bringing the Roman world to life for visitors and
educational users. Issues in the public presentation and interpretation of the archaeology of
Hadrian's Wall and other frontiers of the Roman Empire are explored and addressed here. A central
theme is the need for interpretation to be people-focussed, and for visitors to be engaged through
narratives and approaches which help them connect with figures in the past: daily life, relationships,
craft skills, communications, resonances with modern frontiers and modern issues allprovide means
of helping an audience to connect, delivering a greater understanding, better visitor experiences,
increased visiting and spend, and an enhanced awareness of the need to protect and conserve our
heritage. Topics covered include re-enactment, virtual and physical reconstruction, multi-media,
smartphones, interpretation planning and design; while new evidence from audience research is also
presented to show how visitors respond to different strategies of engagement. Nigel Mills is
Director, World Heritage and Access, The Hadrian's Wall Trust. Contributors: Genevieve Adkins,
M.C. Bishop, Lucie Branczik, David ]J. Breeze, Mike Corbishley, Jim Devine, Erik Dobat, Matthias
Flick, Christof Fliigel, Snezana Golubovic, Susan Greaney, Tom Hazenberg, Don Henson, Richard
Hingley, Nicky Holmes, Martin Kemkes, Miomir Korac, Michaela Kronberger, Nigel Mills, Jurgen
Obmann, Tim Padley, John Scott, R. Michael Spearman, Jirgen Trumm, Sandra Walkshofer,
Christopher Young,

dr who the romans: The Last of the Romans Jeroen W. P. Wijnendaele, 2014-12-18 Despite
his critical role in the western Roman Empire during the early fifth century AD, Bonifatius remains a
neglected figure in the history of the late Empire. The Last of the Romans presents a new political
and military biography of Bonifatius, analysing his rise through the higher echelons of imperial
power and examining themes such as the role of the buccellarii as contemporary semi-private
armies. The volume offers a reassessment of the usurpation of Ioannes and Bonifatius' indispensable
role in the restoration of the Theodosian dynasty in the West. The Vandal invasion of North Africa is
re-examined together with Bonifatius's putative role as the traitor who invited them in. The
relationship between Bonifatius and Augustine of Hippo is assessed, bringing new light to the
important, yet largely unstudied, influence of Christianity in Bonifatius's life. A further discussion
revisits the rivalry between Boniface and Aetius. Although Procopius termed Bonifatius and Aetius
the last of the Romans, this volume argues that they were the first of Rome's late imperial warlords.
The volume closes with a reconstruction of the Odyssey of Sebastian, Bonifatius' son-in-law.

dr who the romans: The History Of Scotland - Volume 1: From The Roman Occupation To
Feudal Scotland Andrew Lang, 2012 This is volume 1, covering the time from the Roman Occupation
to Feudal Scotland. In many volumes of several thousand combined pages the series The History of
Scotland deals with something less than two millenniums of Scottish history. Every single volume
covers a certain period in an attempt to examine the elements and forces which were imperative to
the making of the Scottish people, and to record the more important events of that time.

dr who the romans: Impossible Worlds, Impossible Things Melissa Beattie, Ross P. Garner,
Una McCormack, 2010-02-19 The successful regeneration of Doctor Who in the twenty-first century
has sparked unprecedented popular success and renewed interest within the academy. The ten
essays assembled in this volume draw on a variety of critical approaches—from cultural theory to
audience studies, to classical reception and musicology—to form a wide-ranging interdisciplinary
discussion of Doctor Who, classic and new, and its spin-off series, Torchwood and The Sarah Jane
Adventures. With additional contributions from Andrew Pixley, Robert Shearman, Barnaby Edwards,
and Matt Hills, the volume is intended to be accessible to everyone, from interested academics in
relevant fields to the general public.

dr who the romans: A Commentary on St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans Joseph Agar Beet, 1882



dr who the romans: A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans
William Sanday, Arthur C. Headlam, 1895

dr who the romans: Romans-Revelation Adam Clarke, 1854

dr who the romans: The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire Edward
Gibbon, 1854

dr who the romans: Britannia Romana; or, the Roman antiquities of Britain: in three books.
The I. contains the history of all the Roman transactions in Britain. ... II. ... a compleat collection of
the Roman inscriptions and sculptures which have hitherto been discovered in Britain. ... III. ... the
Roman geography of Britain, etc. MS. notes and additions John HORSLEY (F.R.S.), 1732

dr who the romans: The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire by Edward
Gibbon , 1867

dr who the romans: Innocence Lost, Innocence Taken S.M. Leblond, 2013-11-25 Innocent lives
are forever changed when a summer romance turns into a twenty year journey through the dark
underbelly of Human Trafficking. One man will risk everything to find and rescue his brother. A past
love will search for answers among dangerous questions. Leaving all involved mentally and
physically scared.

dr who the romans: Romans in Cleveland Frank Elgee, 1923

dr who the romans: Original Papers Illustrating the History of the Application of the
Roman Alphabet to the Languages of India Monier Monier-Williams, 1859

dr who the romans: Paul's 'Spirit of Adoption' in its Roman Imperial Context Robert
Brian Lewis, 2016-01-28 Robert Lewis examines Paul's use of the phrase “Spirit of Adoption” in
Romans 8:12-17 against the background of its Roman Imperial context in order to shed light on
interpretation of Paul's Letter to the Romans. Whereas other scholars have explored what Paul may
have meant when he uses the term “adoption” Lewis instead explores the reasons behind Paul's
coupling of it with the term “spirit”. Having examined theories for a possible Jewish antecedent for
Paul's use of this phrase, and found them less than persuasive, Lewis unlocks the data within the
term's Roman Imperial context that significantly clarifies what Paul means when he uses the phrase
“Spirit of adoption. Lewis shows that when Paul wrote his letter to the Romans, adoption had
become a feature of Imperial succession. Roman religion gave a great deal of prominence to the
Roman family spirit - the genius. The Emperor's genius became identified as a deity in Roman
religion and its veneration was widespread in Rome as well as the provinces. When Romans 8.12-17
is read against this background, a very different kind of exegetical picture emerges.

dr who the romans: Records of Roman History Francis Hobler, 1860

dr who the romans: Commentary on St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans Joseph Agar Beet,
1890

dr who the romans: The Scientific Secrets of Doctor Who Simon Guerrier, Dr. Marek
Kukula, 2015-06-04 Doctor Who stories are many things: thrilling adventures, historical dramas,
tales of love and war and jelly babies. They’re also science fiction - but how much of the science is
actually real, and how much is really fiction? The Scientific Secrets of Doctor Who is a mind-bending
blend of story and science that will help you see Doctor Who in a whole new light, weaving together
a series of all-new adventures, featuring every incarnation of the Doctor. With commentary that
explores the possibilities of time travel, life on other planets, artificial intelligence, parallel universes
and more, Simon Guerrier and Dr Marek Kukula show how Doctor Who uses science to inform its
unique style of storytelling - and just how close it has often come to predicting future scientific
discoveries. This book is your chance to be the Doctor's companion and explore what's out there. It
will make you laugh, and think, and see the world around you differently. Because anything could be
out there. And going out there is the only way to learn what it is.

dr who the romans: Visions of the Future in Roman Frontier Kingdoms 100 BCE-100 CE
Richard Teverson, 2024-09-03 This is the first book-length exploration of the ways art from the
edges of the Roman Empire represented the future, examining visual representations of time and the
role of artwork in Roman imperial systems. This book focuses on four kingdoms from across the




empire: Cottius’s Alpine kingdom in the north, King Juba II's Mauretania in the south-west, Herodian
Judea in the east, and Kommagene to the north-east. Art from the imperial frontier is rarely
considered through the lens of the aesthetics of time, and Roman provincial art and the monuments
of allied rulers are typically interpreted as evidence of the interaction between Roman and local
identities. In this interdisciplinary study, which explores statues, wall paintings, coins, monuments,
and inscriptions, readers learn that these artworks served as something more: they were created to
represent the futures that allied rulers and their people foresaw. The pressure of Roman imperialism
drove patrons and artists on the empire’s borders to imbue their creations with increasingly
sophisticated ideas about the future, as they wrestled with consequential decisions made under
periods of intense political pressure. Comprehensively illustrated and providing an important new
approach to Roman material culture at the edge of empire, Visions of the Future in Roman Frontier
Kingdoms 100 BCE-100 CE is suitable for students and scholars working on Rome and its frontiers,
as well as Roman material culture more broadly, and those studying the aesthetics of time in art and
art history.

dr who the romans: Dental Record , 1909
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