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Alphabetical list of UK counties: An Essential Guide to England, Scotland, Wales, and
Northern Ireland

The United Kingdom is a nation rich in history, culture, and diverse regions, each defined by
its unique counties. An alphabetical list of UK counties provides a valuable reference for
travelers, students, researchers, and anyone interested in understanding the geographic
layout of this complex and fascinating country. This guide aims to present a
comprehensive, SEO-friendly overview of the counties across the UK, organized
alphabetically for easy navigation and reference.

Understanding UK Counties

Before diving into the list, it’s important to grasp what constitutes a county in the UK.
Historically, counties served as administrative divisions, often rooted in medieval borders.
Today, the structure varies across the constituent countries:

- England: Comprises ceremonial counties, administrative counties, and unitary authorities.
- Scotland: Uses council areas, but traditional counties are still relevant for geographic and
historical purposes.
- Wales: Divided into principal areas, but traditional counties remain significant.
- Northern Ireland: Consists of six counties, each with distinct historical identities.

While the modern administrative boundaries may differ, the traditional counties remain
integral to the UK’s cultural identity, and many are used in postal addresses, local history,
and tourism.

Alphabetical List of UK Counties

Below is a comprehensive alphabetical listing covering all four nations of the UK. For each
county, a brief description highlights its significance, location, and notable features.

A

Aberdeenshire (Scotland): Located in the northeast, known for its rugged coastline,
castles, and the city of Aberdeen.

Anglesey (Wales): An island county famous for its stunning beaches and historic
sites.

Bedfordshire (England): Situated in the East of England, known for its market towns
and Bedford River Valley.



Berkshire (England): Home to Windsor Castle and the affluent town of Reading.

Bristol (Unitarized City & County): A historic city and ceremonial county in the
southwest, famous for its maritime history.

C

Cambridgeshire (England): Known for its university city, Cambridge, and scenic
fenlands.

Cardiff (Wales): The capital city of Wales, with a vibrant cultural scene.

Cornwall (England): Renowned for its stunning coastlines, surfing beaches, and
Cornish culture.

Cumbria (England): Home to the Lake District, a UNESCO World Heritage Site and
popular for outdoor pursuits.

D

Derbyshire (England): Features the Peak District National Park, known for its rugged
landscapes.

Devon (England): Famous for its beaches, moorlands, and historic towns like Exeter
and Plymouth.

E

Essex (England): Located to the northeast of London, known for its historic towns and
seaside resorts.

F

Fife (Scotland): A historic county with a coastline along the Firth of Forth, known for
St. Andrews.

Fermanagh (Northern Ireland): Known for its lakes and scenic beauty.



G

Gloucestershire (England): Famous for the Cotswolds, a designated Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Gwent (Wales): Known for its parks and historic sites.

H

Hampshire (England): Home to historic Portsmouth and the New Forest National
Park.

Highland (Scotland): An expansive area with rugged mountains, Loch Ness, and
natural wonders.

Herefordshire (England): Known for its cider production and rural landscapes.

I

Isle of Wight (England): An island county off the south coast, popular for its seaside
resorts and festivals.

K

Kent (England): Known as the "Garden of England," with historic castles and coastal
towns.

Kinross-shire (Scotland): Near Loch Leven, known for its scenic beauty.

L

Lancashire (England): Known for its industrial heritage and the Lake District border
areas.



Leicestershire (England): Features historic Leicester and beautiful countryside.

Lincolnshire (England): Known for its flat landscapes, agriculture, and historic towns.

M

Manchester (Metropolitan County): A major city and administrative area in North
West England.

Merseyside (England): Centered around Liverpool, with maritime and cultural
significance.

Moray (Scotland): Known for its whisky distilleries and coastal scenery.

Monmouthshire (Wales): An area with rich history and proximity to the Welsh
border.

N

Northumberland (England): Famous for its castles, beaches, and Hadrian’s Wall.

Norfolk (England): Known for its Broads National Park and historic sites.

North Ayrshire (Scotland): Coastal area with scenic islands and beaches.

County Antrim (Northern Ireland): Noted for the Giant’s Causeway and coastal
scenery.

O

Oxfordshire (England): Home to Oxford University and historic towns.

P

Peebles-shire (Scotland): Known for its beautiful landscapes and outdoor activities.

Pembrokeshire (Wales): Famous for its national park and rugged coastlines.



Shropshire (England): Known for its rural charm and historic sites.

South Yorkshire (England): An industrial hub with Sheffield as its core.

Q
Queensland is not a UK county. The UK does not have a county starting with Q.

R

Rutland (England): The smallest historic county, known for its rural character.

Rhondda Cynon Taf (Wales): An area with a rich mining history.

S

Somerset (England): Known for Glastonbury, Somerset Levels, and coastal resorts.

South Gloucestershire (England): An area combining urban and rural landscapes.

Stirling (Scotland): Famous for Stirling Castle and historic battles.

Suffolk (England): Known for its Suffolk Coast and historic towns.

T

Tees Valley (England): An industrial and cultural hub around the River Tees.

Torfaen (Wales): Known for its valleys and industrial heritage.

U

Ullswater (Lake District): While not a county, it is a notable geographic feature in
Cumbria.



V
There are no counties in the UK starting with V.

W

Wales (Country): Comprising several traditional counties such as Glamorgan, Gwent,
and Dyfed.

Warwickshire (England): Known for Stratford-upon-Avon, Shakespeare’s birthplace.

West Sussex (England): Coastal county with historic towns and seaside resorts.

Welsh Marches: A historic border region spanning parts of England and Wales,
including counties like Herefordshire and Shropshire.
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