
the long goodbye novel
the long goodbye novel is an acclaimed piece of literary fiction that has
captivated readers and critics alike since its publication. Written by
renowned author Raymond Chandler, this novel is a cornerstone of the noir
genre and a profound exploration of morality, friendship, and the human
condition. Its intricate plot, memorable characters, and atmospheric writing
have cemented its place as one of the most influential detective novels in
American literature. Whether you're a longtime fan or new to Chandler’s work,
understanding the nuances of the long goodbye novel can deepen your
appreciation of its significance in literary history.

---

Overview of the Long Goodbye Novel

Introduction to Raymond Chandler and the Novel
Raymond Chandler, a former oil company executive turned novelist,
revolutionized the detective genre with his hard-boiled style and complex
characters. The long goodbye novel, published in 1953, is often considered
one of his best works, showcasing his mastery of prose and storytelling.

This novel features Philip Marlowe, Chandler’s iconic private detective,
navigating a web of deception, betrayal, and moral ambiguity in Los Angeles.
Unlike many detective stories that focus solely on crime-solving, The Long
Goodbye delves into themes of friendship, loyalty, and existential despair.

Plot Summary
The story follows Philip Marlowe as he becomes entangled with a troubled war
veteran, Terry Lennox, and various other characters from Los Angeles’
underbelly. The narrative explores Marlowe’s efforts to uncover the truth
behind Lennox’s mysterious actions and the subsequent fallout involving
murder, societal corruption, and personal loss.

Throughout the novel, Chandler examines the corrupting influence of wealth
and power, while also portraying the genuine human bonds that persist amidst
chaos. The long goodbye of the title symbolizes not only Lennox’s farewell
but also the slow disillusionment of Marlowe himself.

---



The Significance of The Long Goodbye Novel in
Literary History

Influence on the Noir Genre
The long goodbye novel is a quintessential example of noir fiction,
characterized by its dark tone, morally complex characters, and gritty
depiction of urban life. Chandler’s writing style—marked by sharp dialogue,
vivid imagery, and a sense of existential despair—has influenced countless
writers and filmmakers.

Key elements that define its significance include:
- Innovative use of language: Chandler’s poetic yet harsh prose set a new
standard for detective fiction.
- Complex characters: Unlike stereotypical detectives, Marlowe is morally
ambiguous, introspective, and deeply human.
- Atmospheric setting: The Los Angeles of Chandler’s novels is a character in
itself—sultry, corrupt, and full of secrets.

Critical Reception and Legacy
Since its publication, The Long Goodbye has been praised for its literary
depth and psychological insight. Critics highlight its departure from
traditional detective stories by emphasizing character development and social
commentary.

The novel's influence extends into various media:
- Multiple film adaptations, notably Robert Altman’s 1973 film “The Long
Goodbye” starring Elliott Gould.
- Inspiration for countless crime novels and noir films.
- Inclusion in numerous “best of” lists, such as the Modern Library’s Top 100
Novels.

---

Themes Explored in The Long Goodbye Novel

Morality and Justice
Chandler challenges traditional notions of right and wrong, illustrating how
societal corruption often clouds true justice. Marlowe’s moral compass is
nuanced, reflecting the complexities of real-world morality.



Friendship and Loyalty
The novel examines the bonds between friends through Marlowe’s relationship
with Lennox. It explores themes of trust, betrayal, and the sacrifices made
in the name of loyalty.

Disillusionment and Existentialism
Marlowe’s world is marked by disillusionment with societal values and a sense
of existential despair. The novel portrays a universe where innocence is
lost, and morality is ambiguous.

Corruption and Decay
Set against the backdrop of post-war Los Angeles, the novel depicts a city
rife with greed, corruption, and decay—both moral and physical.

---

Key Characters in The Long Goodbye Novel

Philip Marlowe: The protagonist, a private detective known for his1.
integrity and wit.

Terry Lennox: A troubled war veteran whose mysterious actions set off2.
the plot.

Eileen Wade: A woman caught between moral conflicts, representing the3.
moral ambiguity of the story.

Roger Wade: An alcoholic novelist, symbolizing the decline of artistic4.
and moral values.

Harlan Wade: Roger’s wife, embodying superficiality and moral5.
corruption.

---

Why Read The Long Goodbye Novel Today?

Timeless Themes
Despite being set in the 1950s, the novel’s themes remain relevant



today—exploring issues of morality, societal decay, and human vulnerability.

Masterful Writing Style
Raymond Chandler’s distinctive prose offers a compelling reading experience,
blending poetic language with gritty realism.

Insight into Human Nature
The novel provides profound insights into human psychology and the
complexities of personal relationships.

Influence on Popular Culture
From film noir classics to modern crime fiction, Chandler’s influence
continues to shape storytelling across media.

---

How to Access The Long Goodbye Novel

Available Formats
- Print editions: Hardcover and paperback versions, often included in classic
crime collections.
- E-books: Available on major platforms like Kindle, Apple Books, and Google
Play.
- Audiobooks: Narrated by renowned voice actors, making it accessible for
auditory learners.

Where to Find the Novel
- Bookstores: Both independent and major chains.
- Libraries: Widely available in public and university libraries.
- Online retailers: Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and specialized vintage book
stores.

---

Conclusion
The long goodbye novel by Raymond Chandler remains a towering achievement in
American literature and detective fiction. Its rich narrative, complex
characters, and exploration of universal themes continue to resonate with



readers today. Whether you’re interested in classic noir, psychological
depth, or simply a compelling story, The Long Goodbye is a must-read that
offers both entertainment and profound insight into the darker sides of human
nature.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Long Goodbye' novel?
'The Long Goodbye' is a crime novel by Raymond Chandler that follows private
detective Philip Marlowe as he becomes entangled in a complex case involving
friendship, betrayal, and corruption in Los Angeles.

Who are the central characters in 'The Long
Goodbye'?
The main characters include Philip Marlowe, Terry Lennox, Roger Wade, and
Eileen Wade. The novel also features various supporting characters connected
to the central mystery.

How does 'The Long Goodbye' explore themes of
friendship and loyalty?
The novel examines these themes through Marlowe's relationships with Terry
Lennox and others, highlighting the complexities and moral ambiguities of
loyalty in a corrupt society.

What is the significance of the title 'The Long
Goodbye'?
The title symbolizes the extended and complicated farewell between
characters, particularly Marlowe’s emotional and moral struggles as he
navigates the case's darker aspects.



How does 'The Long Goodbye' differ from other
Raymond Chandler novels?
Compared to Chandler's earlier works, 'The Long Goodbye' is considered more
introspective and explores deeper themes of friendship, morality, and the
decline of the American dream.

Has 'The Long Goodbye' been adapted into other
media?
Yes, the novel was adapted into a film in 1973 directed by Robert Altman,
starring Elliott Gould as Philip Marlowe, which is notable for its modern
take and departure from the original story.

What is the critical reception of 'The Long
Goodbye'?
The novel is highly regarded as one of Chandler’s masterpieces and is praised
for its lyrical prose, complex characters, and existential themes,
solidifying its status as a classic in the noir genre.

Why is 'The Long Goodbye' considered an important
work in detective fiction?
It is considered important because it combines Chandler’s hardboiled
detective style with a deeper psychological and philosophical exploration,
influencing countless writers and the evolution of noir literature.

Additional Resources
The Long Goodbye Novel: An In-Depth Exploration of Raymond Chandler’s Magnum
Opus

Introduction

The long goodbye novel stands as a defining work within the noir genre,
showcasing Raymond Chandler’s mastery in blending intricate plotting with
poetic prose. Published in 1953, this seminal detective story features
Chandler’s iconic private eye, Philip Marlowe, navigating the murky waters of
Los Angeles’s criminal underbelly. Celebrated for its rich characterization,
stylistic innovation, and profound thematic resonance, The Long Goodbye
continues to influence crime fiction and remains a cornerstone of American
literary history. This article delves into the novel’s origins, themes,
stylistic features, cultural impact, and enduring legacy, providing a
comprehensive understanding for both casual readers and seasoned enthusiasts.

---



Origins and Context of The Long Goodbye

Raymond Chandler’s Career and Literary Environment

Raymond Chandler, born in 1888 in Chicago, emerged as a pivotal figure in
American crime fiction during the early-to-mid 20th century. His career
spanned from the late 1930s until his death in 1959, during which he
transformed the detective novel into a sophisticated literary form.
Chandler’s earlier works, such as The Big Sleep and Farewell, My Lovely,
established his reputation, but The Long Goodbye marked a pivotal evolution
in his storytelling.

Chandler wrote against the backdrop of post-World War II America, a period
characterized by social upheaval, economic change, and a growing sense of
disillusionment. Los Angeles, his city of choice, served as both a setting
and a symbol—an urban landscape rife with corruption, glamour, and decay.
Chandler’s depiction of LA departed from the city’s glossy veneer, exposing
its darker, more complex realities.

Development and Publication

Chandler began writing The Long Goodbye in 1951, inspired in part by his
personal experiences and reflections on friendship, morality, and the nature
of evil. The novel diverged from his earlier works in tone and structure,
embracing a more introspective and philosophical approach. Upon its
publication in 1953, it was met with critical acclaim, although some readers
found its length and depth challenging compared to earlier, more
straightforward mysteries.

---

Plot Overview and Narrative Structure

A Synopsis of the Story

At its core, The Long Goodbye follows Philip Marlowe’s involvement with Terry
Lennox, a troubled war veteran and exile who seeks refuge in Los Angeles. The
narrative begins with Marlowe assisting Lennox in crossing the border into
Mexico, ostensibly fleeing trouble. Soon, Lennox becomes embroiled in a web
of lies, betrayal, and murder, pulling Marlowe into a complex investigation.

The story unfolds across a series of interconnected episodes, revealing
layers of deception and moral ambiguity. Marlowe’s relentless pursuit of
truth leads him through shady bars, affluent homes, and seedy back alleys,
exposing the corruption lurking beneath LA’s glittering surface. Throughout,
Chandler employs a non-linear narrative, flashbacks, and introspective
monologues that deepen the reader’s engagement.

Key Themes in the Plot

- Friendship and Loyalty: The novel explores the bonds of friendship,



contrasting genuine loyalty with superficial or destructive relationships.
- Morality and Corruption: A recurring motif is the blurred line between good
and evil, highlighting how societal corruption pervades personal lives.
- Existential Reflection: Marlowe’s contemplative tone reflects broader
questions about meaning, justice, and human frailty.

---

Major Themes and Literary Significance

The Moral Ambiguity of the Noir World

The Long Goodbye exemplifies Chandler’s penchant for moral ambiguity. Unlike
traditional detective stories where good triumphs over evil, Chandler
presents a world where morality is complex and often compromised. Marlowe,
the quintessential lone wolf, operates in a universe where justice is
elusive, and characters are morally grey.

This theme resonates through the novel’s portrayal of Lennox, whose innocence
is ambiguous, and the villains, who are often victims themselves. Chandler’s
nuanced characters challenge the reader to reconsider notions of right and
wrong, emphasizing that human nature resists simplistic categorization.

The Rejection of Cliché and the Embrace of Literary Style

Chandler’s prose in The Long Goodbye is noted for its lyrical quality, vivid
imagery, and inventive metaphors. His stylistic choices elevate the detective
genre into high literary art. For example, Chandler’s description of LA’s
smog or the human condition employs poetic devices that enrich the narrative.

The novel also questions genre conventions, emphasizing character development
and thematic depth over mere plot twists. Chandler’s refusal to conform to
genre clichés contributes to its enduring literary significance.

The Reflection of Post-War Disillusionment

Set in the early 1950s, The Long Goodbye captures the disillusionment of a
nation grappling with the aftermath of war, societal change, and the loss of
innocence. Marlowe’s introspective voice embodies a sense of alienation and
skepticism, mirroring broader cultural anxieties.

The novel’s exploration of loneliness, betrayal, and moral decay echoes the
existential concerns prevalent in post-war American literature. Chandler’s
work thus functions both as a detective story and a reflection on
contemporary societal malaise.

---

Stylistic Features and Literary Techniques

Chandler’s Signature Style



Raymond Chandler’s writing style is characterized by:

- Witty, poetic language: Chandler’s metaphors and similes are inventive and
memorable.
- Economy of words: Despite his poetic flair, Chandler’s prose remains
concise and impactful.
- Dialogue-driven narrative: Characters’ speech reveals personality and
advances the plot.
- Atmospheric descriptions: Vivid depictions of LA’s environment set the tone
and mood.

Narrative Techniques

- Non-linear storytelling: Flashbacks and shifting perspectives deepen the
mystery.
- First-person narration: Marlowe’s voice provides an intimate connection
with readers.
- Symbolism: Objects and settings symbolize broader themes, such as the
smoke-filled LA or the ambiguous morality of characters.

Characterization

Chandler’s characters are richly drawn, embodying complex psychological
traits. Marlowe himself is a paradox—cynical yet moral, detached yet
empathetic. His interactions reveal societal hypocrisies and personal
struggles, making him one of literature’s most enduring detectives.

---

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Influence on Crime Fiction and Beyond

The Long Goodbye has profoundly influenced the detective genre, inspiring
writers like Robert B. Parker, James Ellroy, and Michael Connelly. Its
emphasis on moral complexity and stylistic innovation set new standards for
crime literature.

The novel’s themes extend beyond literature into film, television, and
popular culture. Notably, Robert Altman’s 1973 film adaptation, starring
Elliott Gould, reimagined the story for a new generation and cemented
Chandler’s status in cinematic history.

Critical Reception and Academic Analysis

Academics have lauded The Long Goodbye for its literary sophistication and
social critique. It is frequently analyzed for Chandler’s narrative style,
thematic depth, and psychological insight. The novel is often included in
lists of the greatest American crime novels and is regarded as a
quintessential reflection of noir ethos.



Enduring Relevance

Today, The Long Goodbye continues to resonate with readers facing
contemporary issues of corruption, alienation, and moral ambiguity. Its
timeless themes and innovative style ensure its place in the pantheon of
American literature.

---

Conclusion

The long goodbye novel by Raymond Chandler is not merely a detective story
but a profound meditation on morality, friendship, and societal decay.
Through Marlowe’s introspective voice and Chandler’s poetic prose, it
captures the zeitgeist of post-war America while pushing the boundaries of
genre fiction. Its influence persists across literary, cinematic, and
cultural domains, affirming its status as a masterwork of 20th-century
American literature. Whether as a thrilling mystery or a philosophical
reflection, The Long Goodbye remains an essential read for those interested
in the darker corners of human nature and the enduring power of storytelling.

The Long Goodbye Novel

  the long goodbye novel: The Long Goodbye Raymond Chandler, 1964
  the long goodbye novel: The Long Goodbye Raymond Chandler, 2002-06-11 ONE OF TIME
MAGAZINE'S 100 BEST MYSTERY AND THRILLER BOOKS OF ALL TIME • The renowned novel
from crime fiction master Raymond Chandler, with the quintessential urban private eye (Los Angeles
Times), Philip Marlowe • Featuring the iconic character that inspired the film Marlowe, starring
Liam Neeson. In noir master Raymond Chandler's The Long Goodbye, Philip Marlowe befriends a
down on his luck war veteran with the scars to prove it. Then he finds out that Terry Lennox has a
very wealthy nymphomaniac wife, whom he divorced and remarried and who ends up dead. And now
Lennox is on the lam and the cops and a crazy gangster are after Marlowe.
  the long goodbye novel: The Long Goodbye Raymond Chandler, 2017-11-10 When Philip
Marlowe befriends down-on-his-luck veteran Terry Lennox he gets more than he bargained for. With
Lennox's wife dead and Lennox himself on the lam, Marlowe becomes the target for the local cops
and a crazy gangster, while getting mixed up with alcoholic writer Roger Wade and his wife Eileen.
Nothing is what it seems as Marlowe unravels the Wades' scheme to expose the truth behind
Lennox's facade. The most autobiographical of his novels, The Long Goodbye was considered by
Chandler to be his best work. One of the preeminent examples of hard-boiled detective fiction,
Adapted for radio, film and television, it received the 1955 Edgar Award for Best Novel.
  the long goodbye novel: The Long Goodbye Raymond Chandler, 2018-05-02 When Philip
Marlowe befriends down-on-his-luck veteran Terry Lennox he gets more than he bargained for. With
Lennox's wife dead and Lennox himself on the lam, Marlowe becomes the target for the local cops
and a crazy gangster, while getting mixed up with alcoholic writer Roger Wade and his wife Eileen.
Nothing is what it seems as Marlowe unravels the Wades' scheme to expose the truth behind
Lennox's facade. The most autobiographical of his novels, The Long Goodbye was considered by
Chandler to be his best work. One of the preeminent examples of hard-boiled detective fiction,
Adapted for radio, film and television, it received the 1955 Edgar Award for Best Novel. We are
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delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the
books in our collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to
the general public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast
reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be
brought back into print after many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic
Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has
been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide
the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that
you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
  the long goodbye novel: The Long Goodbye Volume 1 Raymond Chandler, 2018-06-12 The
Long Goodbye Volume 1 By Raymond Chandler When Philip Marlowe befriends down-on-his-luck
veteran Terry Lennox he gets more than he bargained for. With Lennox's wife dead and Lennox
himself on the lam, Marlowe becomes the target for the local cops and a crazy gangster, while
getting mixed up with alcoholic writer Roger Wade and his wife Eileen. Nothing is what it seems as
Marlowe unravels the Wades' scheme to expose the truth behind Lennox's facade. The most
autobiographical of his novels, The Long Goodbye was considered by Chandler to be his best work.
One of the preeminent examples of hard-boiled detective fiction, Adapted for radio, film and
television, it received the 1955 Edgar Award for Best Novel. We are delighted to publish this classic
book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have
been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim
of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our
view is that this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after
many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned
from the original works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand
curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book
that is as close as possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this
wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
  the long goodbye novel: The Long Goodbye Raymond Chandler, 1988 Philip Marlowe is
constantly on the move with a case involving a war scarred drunk and his nymphomania wife.
  the long goodbye novel: The Long Goodbye Volume 2 Raymond Chandler, 2018-06-12 The
Long Goodbye Volume 2 By Raymond Chandler When Philip Marlowe befriends down-on-his-luck
veteran Terry Lennox he gets more than he bargained for. With Lennox's wife dead and Lennox
himself on the lam, Marlowe becomes the target for the local cops and a crazy gangster, while
getting mixed up with alcoholic writer Roger Wade and his wife Eileen. Nothing is what it seems as
Marlowe unravels the Wades' scheme to expose the truth behind Lennox's facade. The most
autobiographical of his novels, The Long Goodbye was considered by Chandler to be his best work.
One of the preeminent examples of hard-boiled detective fiction, Adapted for radio, film and
television, it received the 1955 Edgar Award for Best Novel. We are delighted to publish this classic
book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have
been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim
of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our
view is that this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after
many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned
from the original works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand
curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book
that is as close as possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this
wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
  the long goodbye novel: The Lady in the Lake Raymond Chandler, 2002
  the long goodbye novel: Textplus the Long Goodbye Raymond Chandler, 1991-10-17
  the long goodbye novel: The Long Good-bye Raymond Chandler, 2005-07-07 A classic novel
by Raymond Chandler, the master of hard-boiled crime, The Long Good-Bye is the sixth novel



featuring laconic PI Philip Marlowe Down-and-out drunk Terry Lennox has a problem: his millionaire
wife is dead and he needs to get out of LA fast. So he turns to his only friend in the world: Philip
Marlowe, Private Investigator. He's willing to help a man down on his luck, but later, Lennox
commits suicide in Mexico and things start to turn nasty. Marlowe finds himself drawn into a sordid
crowd of adulterers and alcoholics in LA's Idle Valley, where the rich are suffering one big
suntanned hangover. Marlowe is sure Lennox didn't kill his wife, but how many more stiffs will turn
up before he gets to the truth? 'Anything Chandler writes about grips the mind from the first
sentence' Daily Telegraph 'One of the greatest crime writers, who set standards others still try to
attain' Sunday Times 'Chandler is an original stylist, creator of a character as immortal as Sherlock
Holmes' Anthony Burgess
  the long goodbye novel: The Long Goodbye Raymond Chandler, 2022-08-16 In 'The Long
Goodbye,' Raymond Chandler masterfully crafts a narrative steeped in existential angst and moral
ambiguity, encapsulated within the California noir tradition. The novel delves into the life of private
investigator Philip Marlowe, as he navigates the treacherous waters of friendship, betrayal, and
deception. Its lyrical prose and sharp dialogue highlight Chandler's unique ability to juxtapose a
stark critique of American society with rich character development. Set against a backdrop of
post-World War II disillusionment, the novel presents a poignant exploration of loyalty and the
complexities of human relationships, ultimately unveiling the darker sides of both the characters and
the glamorous Los Angeles landscape. Raymond Chandler, a pioneer of hard-boiled detective fiction,
was profoundly influenced by his own experiences in the early 20th century. A disillusioned
expatriate, his time in the trenches of World War I and subsequent encounters with the glitz and
grime of early Hollywood shaped the narrative voice and thematic depth found in 'The Long
Goodbye.' Chandler's intricate storytelling not only reveals the moral decay of society but also
underscores his belief in the indivisibility of truth and deception. Readers seeking a compelling
blend of intrigue, philosophical depth, and rich prose will find 'The Long Goodbye' an invaluable
addition to their literary collection. Chandler's masterful storytelling invites readers to ponder the
nature of friendship and betrayal while immersing themselves in the atmospheric landscape of
classic noir. This novel is not just a tale of mystery; it's an exploration of the complexities of human
connection that remains relevant today.
  the long goodbye novel: The Lady in the Lake, The Little Sister, The Long Goodbye,
Playback Raymond Chandler, 2002-10-15 Creator of the famous Philip Marlowe, Raymond Chandler
elevated the American hard-boiled detective genre to an art form. Chandler’s last four novels,
published here in one volume, offer ample opportunity to savor the unique and utterly compelling
fictional world that made his works modern classics. The Lady in the Lake moves Marlowe out of his
usual habitat of city streets and into the mountains outside of Los Angeles in his strange search for a
missing woman. The Little Sister takes Marlowe to Hollywood, where he tries to find a sweet young
thing’s missing brother, uncovering on the way a little blackmail, a lot of drugs, and more than
enough murder. In The Long Goodbye, a case involving a war-scarred drunk and his nymphomaniac
wife has Marlowe constantly on the move: a psychotic gangster’s on his trail, he’s in trouble with the
cops, and more and more corpses keep turning up. Playback features a well-endowed redhead who
leads Marlowe to the California coast to solve a tale of big money and, of course, murder.
Throughout these masterpieces, Marlowe’s wry humor and existential sense of his job prove yet
again why he has become one of the most recognized and imitated characters in fiction. Featuring
the iconic character that inspired the forthcoming film Marlowe, starring Liam Neeson.
  the long goodbye novel: Unless the Threat of Death is Behind Them John T. Irwin, 2006-10-25
The noted literary critic delves into the psychology and significance of American hardboiled crime
fiction and film noir of the 1930s and ’40s. Early in the twentieth century, American crime novelists
like Dashiell Hammett and Raymond Chandler put forward a new kind of character: the
“hard-boiled” detective, as exemplified by Sam Spade in The Maltese Falcon. Unlike the analytical
detectives of nineteenth-century fiction, these new detectives encountered cases not as intricate
logical puzzles but as stark challenges of manhood. John T. Irwin explores how the stories of these



characters grapple with ideas of American masculinity. Professional codes are pitted against
personal desires, resulting in either ruinous relationships or solitary integrity. In thematic conflicts
between independence and subordination, all notions of manly independence prove subordinate to
the hand of fate. Tracing the stylistic development of the genre, Irwin demonstrates the particular
influence of the novel of manners, especially the writing of F. Scott Fitzgerald. He also shows that as
hard-boiled fiction began to appear on the screen in film noir, it took on themes of female
empowerment—just as women entered the workforce in large numbers. Finally, he discusses how
these themes persist in contemporary dramatic series on television, representing the conflicted lives
of Americans into the twenty-first century.
  the long goodbye novel: Private Eyes Robert Allen Baker, Michael T. Nietzel, 1985 Private
Eyes is the complete map to what Raymond Bhandler called the mean streets, the exciting world of
the fictional private eye. It is intended to entertain current PI fans and to make new ones.
  the long goodbye novel: The Long Farewell Michael Innes, 2010-02-20 Lewis Packford, the
great Shakespearean scholar, was thought to have discovered a book annotated by the Bard - but
there is no trace of this valuable object when Packford apparently commits suicide. Sir John Appleby
finds a mixed bag of suspects at the dead man's house.
  the long goodbye novel: American Crime Fiction Brian Docherty, 1988-05-04 This volume
offers critical and theoretical perspectives on one of the most popular and enduring literary genres:
American crime fiction. There are essays on Edgar Allan Poe, Dashiell Hammett, Raymond Chandler,
James M.Cain, Mickey Spillane, George V. Higgins and Jerome Charyn, covering the period from
1840 to 1980. Hammett and Chandler have two essays each, reflecting their importance, and lasting
influence on the genre. Each essay deals with a major aspect or concept associated with crime
fiction. A variety of reading strategies are employed to interrogate these texts, illustrating both the
range of approaches available and the fact that modern literary theory can usefully be applied to any
text or genre. Students of crime fiction seeking new readings, and readers interested in modern
approaches to literature, such as psychoanalytic theories, Marxist theory, semiotics, and linguistic
theory, will find this book useful and informative. The essays are all new, and have been specially
written for Insights by leading academics.
  the long goodbye novel: The Gothic Worlds of Peter Straub John C. Tibbetts, 2016-08-16
Horror novelist Peter Straub creates highly personalized fiction with an allusiveness and ambiguity
that deny the genre's explicit nature. For him, the Gothic style is to be created and recreated in a
changing world--Faustian pacts, buried secrets, haunted places, ghosts, vampires and succubi take
on strange new shapes and effects. Stephen King describes Straub's style as a synthesis of horror
and beauty. Drawing on interviews with Straub and featuring an exclusive interview with King, this
study explores the work of the author who has been called a writer of rare wit and intelligence in a
field beset with cynical potboilers (Douglas E. Winter, Washington Post, October 14, 1984).
  the long goodbye novel: War Noir Sarah Trott, 2016-11-03 The conflation of the hard-boiled
style and war experience has influenced many contemporary crime writers, particularly in the
traumatic aftermath of the Vietnam War. Yet, earlier writers in the genre, such as Raymond
Chandler, remain overlooked when it comes to examining how their war experience affected their
writing. Sarah Trott corrects this oversight by examining Chandler alongside the World War I
writers of the Lost Generation as well as highlighting a melding of very different styles in Chandler's
work. Based on Chandler's experience in combat, Trott explains that the writer created detective
Philip Marlowe not as the idealization of heroic individualism, as is commonly perceived, but instead
as an authentic individual subjected to very real psychological frailties from trauma during the First
World War. Inspecting Chandler's work and correspondence indicates that the characterization of
the fictional Marlowe goes beyond the traditional chivalric readings and can instead be interpreted
as a genuine representation of a traumatized veteran in American society. Substituting the horror of
the trenches for the corruption of the city, Chandler formed a disillusioned protagonist in an
uncaring America. Chandler did so with the sophistication necessary to straddle genre fiction and
canonical literature. The sum of this work offers a new understanding of how Chandler uses his war



trauma, how that experience established the traditional archetype of detective fiction, and how this
reading of his fiction enables Chandler to transcend generic limitations and be recognized as a key
twentieth-century literary figure.
  the long goodbye novel: Creatures of Darkness Gene D. Phillips, 2021-03-17 “[An] exhaustively
researched survey of Raymond Chandler’s thorny relationship with Hollywood during the classic
period of film noir.” —Alain Silver, film producer and author Raymond Chandler’s seven novels,
including The Big Sleep (1939) and The Long Goodbye (1953), with their pessimism and grim
realism, had a direct influence on the emergence of film noir. Chandler worked to give his crime
novels the flavor of his adopted city, Los Angeles, which was still something of a frontier town, rife
with corruption and lawlessness. In addition to novels, Chandler wrote short stories and penned the
screenplays for several films, including Double Indemnity (1944) and Strangers on a Train (1951).
His work with Billy Wilder and Alfred Hitchcock on these projects was fraught with the difficulties of
collaboration between established directors and an author who disliked having to edit his writing on
demand. Creatures of Darkness is the first major biocritical study of Chandler in twenty years. Gene
Phillips explores Chandler’s unpublished script for Lady in the Lake, examines the process of
adaptation of the novel Strangers on a Train, discusses the merits of the unproduced screenplay for
Playback, and compares Howard Hawks’s director’s cut of The Big Sleep with the version shown in
theaters. Through interviews he conducted with Wilder, Hitchcock, Hawks, and Edward Dmytryk
over the past several decades, Phillips provides deeper insight into Chandler’s sometimes difficult
personality. Chandler’s wisecracking private eye, Philip Marlowe, has spawned a thousand
imitations. Creatures of Darkness lucidly explains the author’s dramatic impact on both the literary
and cinematic worlds, demonstrating the immeasurable debt that both detective fiction and the
neo-noir films of today owe to Chandler’s stark vision.
  the long goodbye novel: The American Detective Novel in Translation Daniel Peter
LINDER MOLIN, 2011-09-01 Empleando una metodología propia de los estudios descriptivos de
traduc- ción, se analiza un corpus de cuatro novelas del autor norteamericano Raymond Chandler
(The Big Sleep, 1939; Farewell, My Lovely, 1940; The Little Sister, 1949; y The Long Goodbye, 1954)
y las traducciones al español publica- das en Argentina y España.
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