the body in the library miss marple

The Body in the Library Miss Marple: An In-
Depth Investigation

The body in the library Miss Marple is one of Agatha Christie's most
intriguing mysteries featuring the beloved amateur detective, Miss Marple.
This case, set within a seemingly tranquil English village, combines classic
Christie elements—an unexpected murder, a cast of villagers with secrets, and
Miss Marple’s sharp intuition. In this article, we explore the plot
intricacies, characters, themes, and lasting impact of "The Body in the
Library," the novel that continues to captivate readers and mystery
enthusiasts alike.

Overview of "The Body in the Library"

Plot Summary

"The Body in the Library" is a quintessential Christie mystery first
published in 1942. It is part of the Miss Marple series and is set in the
idyllic village of St. Mary Mead. The story begins when the local librarian,
Miss Tomlinson, discovers a young, beautiful woman’s body nestled among the
library books. The victim is identified as a young woman named Violet Marsh,
who was a guest at the nearby Gossington Hall estate.

The novel unfolds as Miss Marple, the shrewd and observant elderly spinster,
becomes involved in the investigation. She pieces together clues, interviews
villagers, and uncovers hidden relationships to reveal the killer. The
narrative cleverly intertwines village gossip, social relationships, and
psychological insights, culminating in a satisfying resolution.

Main Characters

- Miss Marple: The astute amateur detective known for her keen understanding
of human nature.

- Violet Marsh: The murdered young woman whose background and connections
drive the mystery.

- Dr. Haydock: The local doctor, involved in the investigation.

- Colonel Melchett: A prominent village figure with a complex relationship to
Violet.



- Dolly Bantry: Miss Marple's friend and hostess at Gossington Hall.
- Gossip and Villagers: Various residents of St. Mary Mead with secrets that
influence the case.

Themes and Motifs in "The Body in the Library"

Class and Social Status

Christie’s novel subtly explores class distinctions. Violet Marsh's
background and her presence in the village illuminate the social dynamics of
post-war England. The interactions between villagers reveal underlying
tensions, social pretensions, and the importance placed on reputation.

Secrets and Deception

Many characters harbor secrets that, once uncovered, are crucial to solving
the mystery. The novel demonstrates how appearances can be deceiving and how
hidden motives often underpin crimes.

The Role of Gossip

Gossip in the village acts as both a tool and a obstacle. It spreads rumors
that can mislead investigators but also provides vital clues when interpreted
correctly.

The Significance of the Setting

St. Mary Mead: The Ideal Village

The village setting is a hallmark of Christie's Miss Marple stories. It
embodies the quintessential English countryside—peaceful on the surface but
layered with secrets beneath. The community’s close-knit nature facilitates
the spread of gossip and suspicion, making every villager a potential
suspect.

Gossington Hall: The Epicenter of Social Life



Gossington Hall serves as the social hub, hosting gatherings that reveal
character relationships. The estate's grandeur contrasts with the village's
simplicity, highlighting themes of social mobility and hidden depths.

Analysis of the Murder and Its Clues

The Crime Scene

The victim is found in the library, surrounded by books, suggesting a
peaceful setting that sharply contrasts with the violent act. The location
indicates the importance of intellectual pursuits and hints at possible
motives related to personal secrets.

Clues Discovered During the Investigation

- The position of the body: Indicates a sudden attack or an attempt to hide
the victim’s identity.

- The books: Certain books are out of place or have markings that suggest
secret messages.

- Personal belongings: Items found with Violet may point to her background or
relationships.

Possible Motives

1. Jealousy or Romantic Revenge: Violet'’s relationships with villagers could
have led to jealousy.

2. Financial or Social Gain: Secrets about Violet’s past might be linked to

inheritance or social status.

3. Revenge for a Past Wrong: Hidden grievances could have motivated murder.

Miss Marple’s Deductive Approach

Her Methodology

Miss Marple relies on her deep understanding of human nature, village gossip,
and keen observation. She notices inconsistencies in stories and behavior
that others overlook.



Key Insights

- Recognizing that the murderer is often someone familiar with the victim.
- Understanding that appearances can be deceptive.
- Connecting seemingly trivial details to the bigger picture.

Impact and Legacy of "The Body in the Library"

Critical Reception

Christie’s novel was praised for its intricate plotting, character
development, and the portrayal of village life. It exemplifies her mastery in
blending domestic settings with complex mysteries.

Influence on Mystery Fiction

The novel reinforces themes of social commentary, the importance of
observation, and the power of intuition-elements that continue to influence
detective fiction.

Adaptations and Cultural References

- The story has been adapted into television episodes, radio dramas, and
stage productions.

- Its themes and plot twists are often cited as classic examples of the cozy
mystery genre.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of "The Body in
the Library"

"The Body in the Library" remains a compelling example of Agatha Christie's
brilliance in crafting mysteries that combine social critique, psychological
depth, and clever plotting. Through Miss Marple’s insightful detective work,
readers are invited into a world where appearances deceive and understanding
human nature is the key to uncovering truth. Its enduring popularity
underscores its significance in the canon of detective fiction, making it a
must-read for fans of classic mysteries and those interested in the
complexities of human relationships within a seemingly idyllic setting.



Final Thoughts

Whether you are a long-time Christie enthusiast or new to her work, "The Body
in the Library" offers a rich tapestry of characters, themes, and clues that
challenge and delight. Its exploration of social dynamics, secrets, and the
subtle art of detection ensures its place as a timeless piece in literary
history. Dive into this captivating mystery and discover how Miss Marple’s
sharp mind unravels the secrets hidden within the quiet streets of St. Mary
Mead.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Miss Marple in 'The Body in the Library'?

Miss Marple is an amateur detective created by Agatha Christie who helps
solve the mystery of a murdered woman found in the library.

What is the main plot of 'The Body in the Library'?

The story revolves around the discovery of an unidentified woman's body in
the library of the Vicarage, leading to an investigation to uncover her
identity and the circumstances of her death.

How does Miss Marple contribute to solving the case
in 'The Body in the Library'?

Miss Marple uses her keen understanding of human nature, her knowledge of
village life, and her deductive skills to piece together clues and identify
the murderer.

Who are the main characters involved in the mystery
of 'The Body in the Library'?

Key characters include Miss Marple, the Vicar of St. Mary Mead, Colonel
Melchett, and various villagers and acquaintances connected to the victim.

Is 'The Body in the Library' part of a larger
series?

Yes, it is one of the novels in Agatha Christie's Miss Marple series
featuring the amateur detective Miss Marple.

What themes are explored in 'The Body in the



Library'?

Themes include the facade of respectability in small communities, the nature
of deception, and the importance of keen observation and intuition in solving
crimes.

Has 'The Body in the Library' been adapted into
other media?

Yes, it has been adapted into television episodes, radio dramas, and stage
productions, often highlighting Miss Marple's detective skills.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The Body
in the Library'?

The small English village of St. Mary Mead provides an intimate setting that
emphasizes community secrets, social dynamics, and the contrast between
appearances and reality.

How does 'The Body in the Library' reflect Agatha
Christie's writing style?

The novel showcases Christie's classic style of intricate plotting,
misdirection, and the use of an observant amateur detective to unravel
complex mysteries.

Why is 'The Body in the Library' considered a
classic in detective fiction?

It exemplifies Agatha Christie's mastery of the genre, featuring a compelling
mystery, memorable characters, and the clever detective work of Miss Marple,
making it a timeless work of detective literature.

Additional Resources

The Body in the Library Miss Marple: An In-Depth Investigation into Agatha
Christie's Classic Mystery

Introduction

In the realm of detective fiction, few characters have achieved the enduring
popularity and cultural significance of Agatha Christie's Miss Marple. Among
her many adventures, The Body in the Library stands out as a quintessential
example of her mastery in crafting intricate, suspenseful narratives rooted
in the quiet, seemingly insular world of small-town England. This novel,



first published in 1942, not only showcases Christie's signature blend of
misdirection and keen social observation but also invites readers and critics
alike to explore the deeper themes of societal perception, gender roles, and
the nature of truth.

In this long-form article, we undertake a comprehensive analysis of The Body
in the Library. We will examine its plot structure, character development,
thematic richness, and its place within the broader Miss Marple series.
Furthermore, we will explore the novel's reception history, its adaptations,
and its enduring relevance in contemporary detective fiction.

Overview and Plot Summary

Setting and Context

Set during World War II, The Body in the Library unfolds in the tranquil yet
subtly complex environment of St. Mary Mead, a quintessential English
village. The narrative begins with the discovery of a young woman's body in
the library of the Vicarage, immediately drawing the attention of the local
community and the sharp analytical mind of Miss Marple.

Plot Synopsis

The story opens with the sudden appearance of the corpse, a young woman
dressed fashionably but with an air of vulnerability. The initial
investigation reveals that the victim is a stranger to the village, prompting
questions about her identity and the circumstances leading to her death.

Key plot developments include:

- The discovery of a handbag belonging to the victim, containing personal
items that hint at her background.

- The revelation that the victim had been seen in the company of various
villagers prior to her death.

- The suspicion cast on multiple characters, including the local vicar, a
wealthy widow, and a young man with a secret.

- Miss Marple's subtle observations, which challenge initial assumptions and
gradually uncover hidden motives and relationships.

The climax involves Miss Marple piecing together clues from seemingly trivial
details, ultimately revealing the murderer and exposing societal hypocrisies.



Deep Dive into Character Analysis

Miss Marple: The Cerebral Sleuth

As the novel's protagonist, Miss Marple exemplifies the astute, observant
amateur detective. Her background as an elderly spinster with a lifetime of
experience in village life grants her unique insights into human nature and
social dynamics. Her methodical approach, reliance on intuition, and deep
understanding of societal mores serve as a stark contrast to the more action-
oriented detectives of her era.

Supporting Characters

- Dolly Bantry: The hostess of the vicarage and a close confidante of Miss
Marple, she provides a warm but perceptive perspective on village life.

- Colonel Melchett: A retired military officer whose sharp wit and
authoritative presence influence the investigation.

- The Victim: An enigmatic young woman whose true identity and background
become central to unraveling the mystery.

- Other Villagers: Including the vicar, the housekeeper, and local
shopkeepers, each with their own secrets and potential motives.

Character Dynamics

The interplay among these characters reflects themes of societal facades,
hidden truths, and the complexities of human relationships. Christie's skill
lies in portraying these characters with nuance, allowing readers to question
their initial impressions.

Themes and Symbolism

Society and Class

The novel subtly explores class distinctions within the seemingly idyllic
village. The victim's background, her interactions with villagers, and the
nature of her death all serve as commentary on social mobility, reputation,
and the prejudices that underpin small communities.

Appearance vs. Reality

A recurring motif is the discrepancy between outward appearances and
underlying truths. Characters often project facades that conceal their
motives or secrets, emphasizing the importance of keen observation and

discernment.

Gender Roles



Christie’s portrayal of female characters, especially Miss Marple and Dolly
Bantry, challenges traditional gender expectations. Miss Marple, despite her
age and societal position, wields considerable intellectual power,
highlighting themes of female agency and wisdom.

Memory and Experience

Miss Marple's reliance on her memory of village life underscores the value of
lived experience and intuition, contrasting with the more analytical methods
of professional detectives.

Symbolism of the Library

The library, as a locus of knowledge, secrets, and societal status, functions

as a symbolic space where hidden truths are uncovered. The discovery of the
body there signifies the intrusion of violence into the veneer of civility.

Structural and Literary Analysis

Narrative Technique

Christie employs a third-person narrative with a focus on Miss Marple’s
perspective. The pacing fluctuates, with moments of quiet observation
interspersed with tense revelations, maintaining suspense throughout.

Use of Red Herrings

Typical of Christie’s style, The Body in the Library is rife with red
herrings—misleading clues designed to divert suspicion. Characters are
crafted to appear guilty or innocent based on superficial impressions,
challenging the reader’s deductive skills.

Climactic Resolution

The resolution hinges on a moment of insight rather than physical action.

Miss Marple's use of social and psychological clues exemplifies her
idiosyncratic but effective detective approach.

Context within the Miss Marple Series and
Literary Significance

Position in the Series



The Body in the Library is the sixth novel featuring Miss Marple, published
during a period of significant upheaval in Britain. It exemplifies her role
as a keen observer of human nature, operating within the familiar setting of
St. Mary Mead.

Literary Contributions

Christie’s portrayal of Miss Marple as an amateur detective challenged
contemporary notions of expertise and professionalism in crime-solving. The
novel contributed to the development of the 'cozy mystery' subgenre,
emphasizing character and setting over graphic violence.

Influence and Legacy

The novel has influenced countless detective stories and adaptations across
various media. Its themes of societal hypocrisy and the importance of
perception continue to resonate with modern audiences.

Reception and Adaptations

Initial Reception

Upon publication, The Body in the Library was praised for its clever
plotting, memorable characters, and subtle social commentary. Critics lauded
Christie's ability to craft suspenseful, character-driven mysteries.

Adaptations

- Television: Several adaptations, notably the 1984 BBC series Miss Marple
starring Joan Hickson, and the 2004 adaptation in the ITV series, have
brought the novel to new audiences.

- Radio and Audio: The story has been adapted for radio, preserving its
intricate plot and atmosphere.

- Theatre and Stage: Although less common, some stage adaptations have
attempted to recreate the novel's suspenseful ambiance.

Contemporary Relevance

Modern readers and critics continue to appreciate the novel's exploration of
societal facades and the subtlety of its detective work. Its themes remain
pertinent in discussions about social reputation, gender dynamics, and the
power of observation.



Critical Perspectives and Scholarly
Interpretations

Feminist Readings

Scholars have examined Miss Marple as a proto-feminist figure—an elderly
woman whose intellect and social acumen surpass those of her male
counterparts. The Body in the Library exemplifies this role, positioning her
as a voice of reason and moral authority.

Sociological Analyses

Researchers have used the novel to analyze mid-20th-century British social
structures, class distinctions, and gender expectations, highlighting how
Christie's depiction offers both critique and affirmation of rural societal
norms.

Literary Innovations

Some critics note Christie's subversion of traditional detective tropes by
emphasizing psychological insights over forensic science, marking a shift
toward more nuanced crime narratives.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of The Body in
the Library

The Body in the Library remains a cornerstone of detective fiction, blending
engaging storytelling with sharp social commentary. Its meticulous plotting,
memorable characters, and thematic depth exemplify Agatha Christie's mastery
of the genre. As a work that challenges perceptions and underscores the
importance of keen observation, it continues to captivate readers, scholars,
and adaptations alike.

Whether viewed as a simple whodunit or as a layered commentary on societal
facades, the novel exemplifies the enduring relevance of Miss Marple’s gentle
yet incisive approach to uncovering truth. Its place within the pantheon of
classic detective literature is well-earned, and its insights remain as
compelling today as they were upon publication.

Final Remarks

In exploring The Body in the Library, we gain not only a deeper appreciation



for Christie's craftsmanship but also an understanding of the social nuances
embedded within her work. The novel remains a testament to the power of
observation, the complexity of human nature, and the subtle art of
storytelling—elements that continue to make it a timeless piece in the
detective genre.

The Body In The Library Miss Marple

the body in the library miss marple: The Body in the Library Agatha Christie, 1972 Miss
Marple investigates the death of a stylish blonde who is found murdered in front of a library hearth
at Grossington Hall.

the body in the library miss marple: The Body in the Library Agatha Christie, 2000-02 For
use in schools and libraries only. When Colonel and Mrs. Bantry find the corpse of a beautiful girl in
their library, they rely upon their good friend Miss Marple to unravel the crime.

the body in the library miss marple: The Body in the Library Agatha Christie, 2003-09-16
The iconic Miss Marple must investigate the case of a girl found dead in Agatha Christie’s classic
mystery, The Body in the Library It’s seven in the morning. The Bantrys wake to find the body of a
young woman in their library. She is wearing an evening dress and heavy makeup, which is now
smeared across her cheeks. But who is she? How did she get there? And what is the connection with
another dead girl, whose charred remains are later discovered in an abandoned quarry? The
respectable Bantrys invite Miss Marple into their home to investigate. Amid rumors of scandal, she
baits a clever trap to catch a ruthless Kkiller.

the body in the library miss marple: The Body in the Library (Marple, Book 2) Agatha
Christie, 2010-10-14 A young woman found murderedA scandal in the making

the body in the library miss marple: The Body in the Library: Bl (Collins Agatha Christie ELT
Readers) Agatha Christie, 2017 Collins brings the Queen of Crime, Agatha Christie, to English
language learners. Agatha Christie is the most widely published author of all time and in any
language. Now Collins has adapted her famous detective novels for English language learners. These
readers have been carefully adapted using the Collins COBUILD grading scheme to ensure that the
language is at the correct level for an intermediate learner. This book is Level 3 in the Collins ELT
Readers series. Level 3 is equivalent to CEF level B1 with a word count of 11,000 - 20,000 words.
Each book includes: * Full reading of the adapted version available for free online * Helpful notes on
characters * Cultural and historical notes relevant to the plot * A glossary of the more difficult words
* Free online resources for students and teachers at www.collinselt.com/readers The plot: Colonel
Bantry and his wife Dolly live in a grand old house outside a small village. Nothing ever happens
there. Imagine their surprise when one morning they are woken by their maid who tells them that
the body of a girl has been found in their study. Who is she? And how did she end up on their rug?
Dolly asks her friend Miss Marple to help discover the truth - can she help explain this mystery and
clear Colonel Bantry's name? About Collins ELT Readers Collins ELT Readers are divided into 7
levels: Level 1 - elementary (A2) Level 2 - pre-intermediate (A2-B1) Level 3 - intermediate (B1) Level
4 - upper- intermediate (B2) Level 5 - upper-intermediate+(B2+) Level 6 - advanced (C1) Level 7 -
advanced + (C2) Each level is carefully graded to ensure that the learner both enjoys and benefits
from their reading experience.

the body in the library miss marple: Ac - Body In The Library Agatha Christie, 2002 It's
seven in the morning. The Bantrys awake to find the body of a young woman in their library. She is
wearing evening dress and heavy make-up. But who is she? How did she get there? And what is the
connection with another dead girl?

the body in the library miss marple: The Invincible Miss Marple Agatha Christie, 1941


https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-026/the-body-in-the-library-miss-marple.pdf

the body in the library miss marple: The Invincible Miss Marple Agatha Christie, 1976

the body in the library miss marple: The Complete Christie Matthew Bunson, 2000-09
Painstakingly researched, this illustrated reference captures the spirited imagination of Dame
Agatha and the intriguing atmosphere of her tales. Includes a comprehensive Christie biography,
cross-referenced with plot synopses and character listings. Photos throughout.

the body in the library miss marple: Agatha Christie and New Directions in Reading
Detective Fiction Alistair Rolls, 2022-06-16 This book brings a new lens to the work of Agatha
Christie through a series of close readings which challenge the official solutions by Hercule Poirot
and Miss Marple. This book's approach interweaves two core ideas: first, it explores the importance
of French critic Pierre Bayard’s self-styled ‘detective criticism’; second, it takes detective criticism in
a new direction by refocusing on the beginnings of Agatha Christie’s novels. In this way, the book
counters the end-orientation that has traditionally dominated the reading experience of, and critical
response to, detective fiction by exploring the potential of the beginning to host other
interpretations and stories. Offering a new way of reading detective fiction, this book is a mixture of
narratology and detective criticism, and deploys it in the form of radical new readings of a number
of Christie’s most famous works. This illuminating text will interest students and scholars of crime
and detective fiction, literary studies and comparative literature.

the body in the library miss marple: Mysteries Untangled: Exploring the Enigma Behind
an Extraordinary Crime Writer Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-15 In a world captivated by mystery
and intrigue, Agatha Christie emerges as a literary luminary, weaving intricate tales that have
enthralled readers for generations. This comprehensive exploration of her life and work unveils the
secrets behind her enduring popularity and timeless appeal. Journey through the enigmatic world of
Agatha Christie, where detectives Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple unravel perplexing crimes with
their sharp minds and unwavering dedication. Discover the inspirations behind her unforgettable
characters and intricate plots, and delve into the social and cultural context that shaped her writing.
Agatha Christie's works transcend the boundaries of genre, delving into the complexities of human
nature and exploring the darkest corners of the human psyche. Her stories challenge societal norms,
confront prejudices, and lay bare the frailties and strengths of her characters. This book offers a
profound analysis of Christie's literary techniques, examining her mastery of plot construction,
character development, and the art of misdirection. Beyond her prolific writing career, Agatha
Christie was a remarkable woman of substance. This book delves into her diverse interests and
experiences, from her travels around the world to her passion for gardening and philanthropy.
Discover how these facets of her life enriched her writing and added depth and authenticity to her
characters and stories. In this captivating exploration, we pay tribute to the extraordinary woman
who redefined the boundaries of storytelling and cemented her place as one of the greatest writers
of all time. Agatha Christie's enduring legacy continues to inspire and entertain readers worldwide,
leaving an indelible mark on the world of literature. Immerse yourself in the enigmatic world of
Agatha Christie and embark on a journey through her life and work. Unravel the secrets of her
success, explore the enduring appeal of her characters, and delve into the social and cultural context
that shaped her writing. This book is an essential guide for anyone seeking to understand the
enduring legacy of Agatha Christie, the undisputed queen of crime fiction. If you like this book, write
a review!

the body in the library miss marple: A Brief Guide To Agatha Christie Nigel Cawthorne,
2014-06-19 Agatha Christie’s 80 novels and short-story collections have sold over 2 billion copies in
more than 45 languages, more than any other author. When Christie finally killed off her Belgian
detective, Hercule Poirot, the year before she herself died, that ‘detestable, bombastic, tiresome,
ego-centric little creep’ in Christie’s words, received a full-page obituary in the New York Times, the
only fictional character ever to have done so. From her first novel, The Mysterious Affair at Styles, a
Poirot mystery, to her last, Sleeping Murder, featuring Miss Marple, Crawford explores Christie’s
life and fiction. Cawthorne examines recurring characters, such as Captain Arthur Hastings, Poirot’s
Dr Watson; Chief Inspector Japp, his Lestrade, as well as other flat-footed policemen that Poirot



outsmarts on his travels; his efficient secretary, Miss Felicity Lemon; another employee, George; and
Ariadne Oliver, a humorous caricature of Christie herself. He looks at the writer’s own fascinating:
her work as a nurse during the First World War; her strange disappearance after her first husband
asked for a divorce; and her exotic expeditions with her second husband, the archaeologist Sir Max
Mallowan. He examines the author’s working life - her inspirations, methods and oeuvre - and
provides biographies of her key characters, their attire, habits and methods, including Poirot’s
relationships with women, particularly Countess Vera Rossakoff and Miss Amy Carnaby. In doing so,
he sheds light on the genteel world of the country house and the Grand Tour between the wars. He
takes a look at the numerous adaptations of Christie’s stories for stage and screen, especially
Poirot’s new life in the eponymous long-running and very successful TV series.

the body in the library miss marple: The Bedside, Bathtub & Armchair Companion to Agatha
Christie Dick Riley, Pam McAllister, Bruce Cassiday, 2001-09-01 Over 400,000 copies sold! If you are
a mystery buff, an Agatha Christie fan, an occasional Christie reader or an acquaintance of any of
the above, this book is for you and all your fortunate friends The Bedside, Bathtub & Armchair
Companion to Agatha Christie, on the 25th anniversary of Agatha Christie's death, continues as a
grand salute to the queen of mysteries. It is filled with wonderful and surprising things about her
books, her characters, the movies and plays based on them, and Dame Agatha herself. Original
contributions by some sixty writers celebrate the Christie touch. Take your pick among thse
intriguing features and speculations: -Surviving an English country weekend - if you had the advice
of Hercule Poirot - A guide to the Christie poisions, as well as the cruder methods of genteel
mayhem - The other Agatha Christie who wrote romantic novels - A murder victim's (!) first-person
account of a Christie Mystery Weekend - The Hercule Poirot Double-Crostic and other puzzles That's
a taste. There's much more - and witty plot summaries of all Christie's novels, plays, and many of her
short stories. (But no endings, of course!) This treasury is more than entertainment - it is also a
personal reference work for Christie fans. And there are scores of movie posters, film stills,
illustrations and a Christie mystery map, too.

the body in the library miss marple: The First Three Miss Marple Mysteries Agatha
Christie, 2010-12-28 The Murder at the Vicarage is Agatha Christie’s first mystery to feature the
beloved investigator Miss Marple—as a dead body in a clergyman’s study proves to the indomitable
sleuth that no place, holy or otherwise, is a sanctuary from homicide. Miss Marple encounters a
compelling murder mystery in the sleepy little village of St. Mary Mead, where under the seemingly
peaceful exterior of an English country village lurks intrigue, guilt, deception and death. Colonel
Protheroe, local magistrate and overbearing land-owner is the most detested man in the village.
Everyone--even in the vicar--wishes he were dead. And very soon he is--shot in the head in the vicar's
own study. Faced with a surfeit of suspects, only the inscrutable Miss Marple can unravel the
tangled web of clues that will lead to the unmasking of the killer.

the body in the library miss marple: Narratives of Enclosure in Detective Fiction M. Cook,
2011-10-12 The locked room mystery is one of the iconic creations of popular fiction. Michael Cook's
critical study reveals how this archetypal form of the puzzle story has had a significant effect in
shaping the immensely popular genre of detective fiction. The book includes analysis of texts from
Poe to the present day.

the body in the library miss marple: Analyzing the Different Voice Ellen S. Silber, 1998
The essays collected in Analyzing the Different Voice: Feminist Psychological Theory and Literary
Texts apply influential, pathbreaking psychological studies about women's lives to literature. In their
analyses of fictional portraits, contributors both challenge and confirm psychological theories about
female identity, about 'connection/separation' as developmental catalysts, and about the impact of
gender on 'voice, ' moral decision-making, and epistemology in relation to classical and
contemporary literary texts, written by both women and men.

the body in the library miss marple: Twentieth Century Crime Fiction Gill Plain, 2014-07-16
First Published in 2001. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

the body in the library miss marple: Clues: A Journal of Detection, Vol. 34, No. 1 (Spring



2016) Elizabeth Foxwell, 2016-09-19 For over two decades, Clues has included the best scholarship
on mystery and detective fiction. With a combination of academic essays and nonfiction book
reviews, it covers all aspects of mystery and detective fiction material in print, television and movies.
As the only American scholarly journal on mystery fiction, Clues is essential reading for literature
and film students and researchers; popular culture aficionados; librarians; and mystery authors, fans
and critics around the globe.

the body in the library miss marple: The Detective Novels of Agatha Christie James Zemboy,
2016-03-15 The most popular mystery writer of all time concocted a rich recipe of intrigue,
character, and setting. All of Agatha Christie's 66 detective novels are covered here in great detail.
Each chapter begins with general comments on a novel's geographical and historical setting,
identifying current events, fashions, fads and popular interests that relate to the story. A concise plot
summary and comprehensive character listing follow, and each novel is discussed within Christie's
overall body of work, with an emphasis on the development of themes, narrative technique, and
characters over the course of her prolific career. An appendix translates Poirot's French and defines
the British idiomatic words and phrases that give Christie's novels so much of their flavor.

the body in the library miss marple: The Cambridge Companion to the Twentieth-Century
English Novel Robert L. Caserio, 2009-04-30 The twentieth-century English novel encompasses a
vast body of work, and one of the most important and most widely read genres of literature.
Balancing close readings of particular novels with a comprehensive survey of the last century of
published fiction, this Companion introduces readers to more than a hundred major and minor
novelists. It demonstrates continuities in novel-writing that bridge the century's pre- and post-War
halves and presents leading critical ideas about English fiction's themes and forms. The essays
examine the endurance of modernist style throughout the century, the role of nationality and the
contested role of the English language in all its forms, and the relationships between realism and
other fictional modes: fantasy, romance, science fiction. Students, scholars and readers will find this
Companion an indispensable guide to the history of the English novel.
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