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Devon, a picturesque county nestled in the southwest of England, is renowned
for its stunning coastlines, historic towns, vibrant culture, and natural
beauty. Whether you're a traveler planning your visit, a local exploring your
surroundings, or a history enthusiast delving into Devon’s rich heritage,
understanding the road map of Devon is essential for navigating this diverse
region efficiently. This comprehensive guide provides an in-depth overview of
Devon's major routes, key destinations, transportation options, and tips to
help you explore this charming county with ease.

Understanding the Geography of Devon
Before diving into the road map specifics, it’s important to grasp Devon’s
geographical layout. The county extends from the rugged Exmoor National Park
in the northwest to the rolling countryside of Dartmoor in the south-central
region. Its coastline stretches over 100 miles, featuring dramatic cliffs,
sandy beaches, and quaint harbors.

The major towns and cities include Exeter, Torquay, Plymouth, Barnstaple, and
Dawlish, each serving as pivotal hubs for transportation and exploration. The
county’s varied terrain influences its road networks, with major routes
connecting these key locations while smaller roads wind through rural areas.

Major Road Networks in Devon
Devon's road infrastructure is designed to connect the county’s towns,
villages, and scenic spots efficiently. The primary roads include motorways,
A roads, and B roads, each serving different levels of traffic and
accessibility.

Key Motorways and Major Routes
While Devon does not have a motorway running entirely through it, the M5
motorway is a vital artery connecting the county to the rest of England.

M5 Motorway: Runs from Birmingham to Exeter, providing a fast route from
the Midlands and northern England to Devon’s capital. It’s the main
route for travelers heading south towards Exeter and beyond.

A38 Expressway: An important trunk road that runs parallel to the M5
near Exeter, facilitating routes between Exeter and Plymouth.



Important A Roads
These roads serve as primary routes within Devon:

A30: Connects Exeter to Cornwall, passing through towns like Honiton and1.
allowing access to the south coast.

A377: Links Exeter to Barnstaple, passing through towns like Crediton2.
and passing close to Exmouth.

A380: Connects Exeter to Torquay, serving as the main route to the3.
English Riviera.

A39: Runs from Exeter to Bideford and further north, passing through4.
towns like Tiverton and Barnstaple.

A385: Connects Newton Abbot to Totnes, passing through rural and semi-5.
urban areas.

Exploring Key Destinations via the Road Map of
Devon
Navigating Devon’s scenic spots is made easier thanks to its well-connected
road network. Here’s a guide to some of the most popular destinations and how
to reach them.

Exeter
A historic city and the administrative heart of Devon, Exeter is accessible
via the M5 and A30. The city features a stunning cathedral, medieval walls,
and vibrant shopping districts.

Torquay and the English Riviera
Situated along the A380, Torquay is famous for its beaches and lively
atmosphere. The route from Exeter is straightforward via the A380, offering
scenic drives along the coast.

Plymouth
A port city with maritime heritage, Plymouth is accessible via the A38
Expressway. The city boasts attractions like the Hoe, historic Barbican, and
naval museums.



North Devon: Barnstaple and Bideford
These towns are connected via the A39 and A361, offering routes through lush
countryside and coastal views.

Dartmoor and Exmoor National Parks
While these parks are primarily accessed via smaller roads, main roads like
the A38 and A30 serve as gateways to their entrances.

Transport Options Beyond Roads
While road travel is central to exploring Devon, combining it with other
transportation modes enhances your experience.

Rail Transportation
Devon is served by several railway lines, providing scenic and convenient
travel options:

Exeter St David’s and Exeter Central: Main stations with connections to
London, Bristol, and other cities.

Plymouth Railway Station: Offers routes to London Paddington, Cornwall,
and the Midlands.

Torquay and Paignton: Served by the South Devon Railway, ideal for
coastal journeys.

Public Bus Services
Numerous bus operators serve Devon, connecting towns and rural areas. Notable
services include:

Stagecoach South West

Stagecoach Devon

Local services connecting villages to larger towns



Marine and Coastal Transport
Ferries and boat trips operate along the coast, especially around Dartmouth,
Plymouth, and the Torquay area, offering unique ways to explore Devon’s
maritime heritage.

Tips for Navigating Devon’s Road Map
Effectively
To make the most of your journey through Devon, consider these practical
tips:

Plan Your Route in Advance: Use GPS or detailed maps to identify scenic1.
routes and avoid congestion during peak seasons.

Be Prepared for Rural Roads: Some scenic routes are narrow or winding;2.
drive cautiously and be mindful of livestock or pedestrians.

Check Traffic and Weather Conditions: Coastal and rural roads can be3.
affected by weather, especially in winter or during storms.

Utilize Local Tourist Information Centers: They provide maps, current4.
road conditions, and suggestions for lesser-known scenic drives.

Combine Road Travel with Public Transport: For eco-friendly travel and5.
avoiding parking hassles, consider using trains and buses to complement
your road trip.

Conclusion
The road map of Devon offers a comprehensive network that allows travelers to
explore the county’s diverse landscapes, historic sites, and charming towns
efficiently. From the bustling city of Exeter to the tranquil moorlands of
Dartmoor and the stunning coastlines of the English Riviera, Devon’s roads
are the arteries that connect its many treasures. With proper planning,
awareness of the main routes, and an appreciation for the scenic byways, you
can enjoy a memorable journey through this enchanting part of England.
Whether you’re seeking adventure, relaxation, or cultural enrichment,
understanding Devon’s road network is your first step toward discovering all
that this beautiful county has to offer.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the key highlights of the current Devon
road map?
The current Devon road map emphasizes improving transportation
infrastructure, expanding rural connectivity, promoting sustainable
development, and enhancing tourism routes across the county.

Are there any upcoming major road projects in Devon?
Yes, upcoming projects include the upgrade of the A30 corridor, new bypasses
around key towns, and enhancements to public transport links to reduce
congestion and improve safety.

How is Devon planning to improve sustainable
transportation?
Devon is investing in cycling infrastructure, expanding electric vehicle
charging stations, and promoting public transit options to reduce carbon
emissions and encourage eco-friendly travel.

What is the timeline for the Devon road development
projects?
Most projects are scheduled between 2024 and 2026, with phased
implementations to ensure minimal disruption and maximum benefit for
residents and visitors.

How will the Devon road map impact local
communities?
The road map aims to improve access, reduce travel times, support local
economies, and enhance safety, thereby positively impacting community
connectivity and quality of life.

Are there any plans to improve road safety in Devon?
Yes, Devon's road plan includes installing additional signage, implementing
better lighting, and upgrading accident-prone intersections to enhance safety
for all road users.

Will there be any restrictions or disruptions during
the development phases?
Some temporary disruptions are expected during construction, but ongoing
communication and planning aim to minimize inconvenience to commuters and
residents.



How can residents stay updated about the latest
developments in Devon’s road map?
Residents can stay informed through local council websites, community
newsletters, social media updates, and public consultation events related to
Devon’s transportation projects.

Additional Resources
Road Map of Devon: An Expert Guide to Exploring Devon’s Scenic Routes and
Hidden Gems

When planning a journey through the picturesque landscapes of Devon, whether
for leisure, adventure, or cultural exploration, understanding the region's
extensive road network is essential. Devon, located in the southwest of
England, boasts a diverse and well-connected road map that caters to every
traveler’s needs—from winding country lanes to major arterial routes. In this
comprehensive guide, we will delve into the intricacies of Devon’s road map,
exploring key routes, scenic drives, transportation hubs, and tips to
navigate this charming county effectively.

---

Understanding the Geographic Layout of Devon’s
Road Network

Devon’s geography significantly influences its road infrastructure. The
county is characterized by rugged coastlines, rolling hills, lush
countryside, and historic towns. Its road network reflects this diversity,
balancing major highways with smaller, rural roads that lead to hidden
villages and breathtaking viewpoints.

Major Road Corridors

- M5 Motorway: The backbone of Devon’s road network, running north-south
along the eastern part of the county. It connects Exeter, the county’s
administrative hub, to Birmingham, Bristol, and beyond.
- A30: A primary route heading west from Exeter towards Cornwall, passing
through towns like Okehampton and Launceston. It’s a vital east-west
connector, particularly for travelers heading toward Cornwall or the
southwest coast.
- A38: Running from Exeter down to Plymouth, this route serves as a key link
between the east and south of Devon, facilitating commerce and tourism.

Secondary and Rural Roads



- B-roads and minor routes: These roads weave through Devon’s rural areas,
connecting villages, farms, and scenic spots. While they may be narrower and
winding, they offer unparalleled views and access to less-explored
destinations.
- Coast roads: The A377 and A386 follow the coastline, offering spectacular
seaside drives along the North Devon and South Devon coasts.

---

Key Routes and Scenic Drives in Devon

For both practical travel and sightseeing, certain routes stand out as must-
know pathways. They combine efficiency with breathtaking scenery, making them
favorites among locals and tourists alike.

1. The A30 Westward to Cornwall

- Overview: Starting in Exeter, the A30 heads westward, passing through rural
landscapes, granite tors, and moorlands.
- Highlights:
- Okehampton and Dartmoor National Park access points.
- Views of the rugged tors and open moorlands.
- Gateway to Cornwall’s beaches and coastal towns.

2. The Coastal Drive from Barnstaple to Plymouth

- Route: Following the A377 and A386, this drive traces the stunning North
and South Devon coasts.
- Highlights:
- Exmouth, with its vibrant seafront and estuary views.
- The historic port of Dartmouth.
- The seaside resort of Paignton and Torquay in South Devon.
- Breathtaking cliffside vistas and sandy beaches.

3. The Exmoor Loop

- Details: A circular route around Exmoor National Park, accessible via the
B3223 and A39.
- Highlights:
- Lynton and Lynmouth villages, with their dramatic cliffs and river valleys.
- Porlock Hill, one of the steepest A-road climbs in the UK, offering
panoramic views.
- Opportunities for wildlife spotting and walking excursions.

4. The Dartmoor Circular

- Route: Combining A38, B3212, and minor lanes, this route explores
Dartmoor’s moorlands and tors.
- Highlights:



- Princetown, home to Dartmoor Prison.
- Haytor Rocks, offering scenic views and walking trails.
- The picturesque villages of Widecombe-in-the-Moor and Ashburton.

---

Specialized and Hidden-Path Routes for
Enthusiasts

While major roads serve most travelers efficiently, Devon’s lesser-known
routes provide a richer, more immersive experience.

Historic and Cultural Routes

- The Tavistock to Okehampton Railway Line (now a trail): For cycling and
walking enthusiasts, this former railway line offers a gentle route through
Devon’s heartland.
- The Jurassic Coast: Although primarily accessible by foot or public
transport, driving along the A3052 and A3055 offers views of cliffs and
fossils in the World Heritage Site.

Off-the-Beaten-Path Drives

- The North Devon Coastal Route: From Barnstaple to Bideford, then along the
coast to Clovelly—offering quaint villages and rugged scenery.
- The South Devon Countryside: Narrow lanes around Ashburton and Dartington,
perfect for exploring arts, crafts, and local markets.

---

Transport Hubs and Connectivity Centers

Understanding Devon’s transport hubs is crucial for planning your route,
especially if you’re arriving from outside the county or transferring between
different modes of transport.

Exeter

- Significance: The largest city in Devon and a major transportation hub.
- Facilities:
- Exeter St Davids and Central railway stations—links to London, Bristol, and
the Midlands.
- M5 motorway access.
- Bus stations serving regional routes.

Plymouth



- Highlights: Coastal city with ferry links to France and Spain.
- Connectivity:
- Plymouth railway station.
- Major roads including the A38.
- Ferry terminals for cross-Channel travel.

Barnstaple

- Role: Gateway to North Devon.
- Transport Links:
- Bus services connecting to surrounding towns.
- A376 and A39 roads.

Other Notable Nodes

- Okehampton: Junction for routes toward Dartmoor and North Cornwall.
- Torquay and Paignton: Key seaside resorts with good road access from the M5
and A38.

---

Navigation Tips and Practical Advice for
Traveling Devon by Road

Navigating Devon’s roads can be a rewarding experience, but it requires some
planning given the region’s varied terrain and traffic conditions.

Tips for Smooth Travel

- Check Traffic Updates: Rural and coastal roads can be affected by seasonal
traffic, roadworks, or weather conditions.
- Be Prepared for Narrow and Winding Roads: Many rural lanes are narrow and
require cautious driving—especially on historic routes like the steep Porlock
Hill.
- Plan for Scenic Stops: Allow extra time for detours to viewpoints, beaches,
and villages.
- Use GPS and Local Maps: While digital navigation is reliable, carrying a
physical map can be invaluable in remote areas.
- Consider Off-Peak Travel: Peak summer months and holiday weekends can lead
to congestion, especially near popular beaches and attractions.

Vehicle Requirements

- Rental Vehicles: Many visitors rent cars; choose a compact model for narrow
lanes.
- Parking: Coastal towns and popular attractions often have limited
parking—arrive early or use designated car parks.
- Accessibility: Some rural routes may not be suitable for larger vehicles or



those with mobility issues.

---

Conclusion: A Road Map as a Gateway to Devon’s
Rich Tapestry

Devon’s road map is much more than just lines on a map; it is a pathway to
experiencing one of England’s most diverse and scenic regions. From major
motorways facilitating quick access to the city centers, to winding rural
lanes leading to secluded beaches and ancient villages, each route offers a
unique perspective. Whether you’re embarking on a scenic coastal drive,
exploring the rugged moorlands, or simply navigating between charming towns,
understanding Devon’s road network enhances your journey, turning it into an
unforgettable adventure.

By planning ahead and choosing routes that align with your interests—be it
natural beauty, cultural heritage, or gastronomic delights—you can truly
appreciate what Devon has to offer. So, prepare your maps, fuel up your
vehicle, and set out on a journey along Devon’s captivating roadways—each
mile revealing a new story waiting to be discovered.
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