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Red Triangle Alvis cars: An In-Depth Look at a Classic British Automotive Icon

Introduction

Red Triangle Alvis cars are a significant chapter in the history of British automotive engineering.
Renowned for their elegance, engineering excellence, and racing pedigree, these vehicles continue
to captivate car enthusiasts and collectors worldwide. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore
the origins of Red Triangle Alvis cars, their historical significance, key models, technical features,
and their enduring legacy in the automotive world.

Origins and Historical Background of Red Triangle
Alvis Cars

The Birth of Alvis Motor Company
The Alvis Car and Engineering Company was founded in 1919 in Coventry, England. Initially focused
on manufacturing aircraft components during World War I, the company transitioned into producing
high-quality luxury automobiles post-war. Alvis quickly gained a reputation for precision engineering
and innovative design, setting the stage for its future success.

The Emergence of the Red Triangle Logo
The iconic red triangle emblem became synonymous with Alvis cars, symbolizing the brand's
commitment to quality and precision. The logo was introduced in the 1920s and became a hallmark
of the company's sporting and luxury vehicles.

Introduction of Red Triangle Alvis Cars
The term "Red Triangle Alvis cars" refers to specific models bearing the company's emblematic logo
and often associated with their racing and sporting variants. These vehicles gained fame not only for
their craftsmanship but also for their competitive successes on racing circuits.

Key Models of Red Triangle Alvis Cars

Alvis 12/50 and 12/60
Among the early models, the 12/50 and 12/60 were notable for their robust engineering and sporty
performance. They featured inline four-cylinder engines and were popular among both private
owners and racers.



Alvis Silver Eagle
Introduced in the late 1930s, the Silver Eagle was a luxury model that showcased Alvis’s mastery in
blending performance with comfort. Its elegant design and powerful engine made it a favorite
among high-profile clientele.

Alvis Speed Models
The Speed series, including models like the Alvis Speed 20 and Speed 25, were designed for high
performance and racing. These cars often bore the red triangle emblem, indicating their sporting
pedigree.

Alvis TA 14 and TA 21
Post-World War II, the TA series represented a shift towards more modern designs. The TA 14 and
TA 21 were known for their reliability and were popular as both luxury cruisers and rally cars.

Technical Features and Innovations

Engine and Performance
Red Triangle Alvis cars were renowned for their advanced engineering, often featuring:

Inline four and six-cylinder engines with high compression ratios

Overhead valve (OHV) configurations for increased power

Alvis’s signature four-speed manual gearboxes, sometimes with synchromesh

Their engines delivered impressive performance for the era, often competing successfully in racing
events.

Chassis and Suspension
Alvis cars boasted robust chassis designs with independent front suspension and rigid rear axles,
providing excellent handling and ride comfort. The use of lightweight materials and precision
craftsmanship contributed to their agility.

Design and Aesthetics
The aesthetic appeal of Red Triangle Alvis cars was characterized by:



Elegant, streamlined bodywork

Distinctive grille designs

Luxurious interiors with high-quality materials

Their appearance combined functionality with style, embodying the luxury sports car ethos.

The Racing Heritage of Red Triangle Alvis Cars

Motorsport Achievements
Alvis cars with the red triangle logo enjoyed considerable success in racing, particularly in the 1920s
and 1930s. They competed in events such as the Mille Miglia, RAC rallies, and various endurance
races, earning a reputation for reliability and speed.

Alvis and the Le Mans Connection
Although not as dominant as other marques, Alvis participated in the 24 Hours of Le Mans,
showcasing their engineering prowess and durability.

Impact on Brand Reputation
The racing successes bolstered Alvis’s reputation as a maker of high-performance, reliable vehicles,
reinforcing the prestige associated with the red triangle emblem.

Collectibility and Modern Appreciation

Alvis Cars Today
Today, Red Triangle Alvis cars are highly sought after by collectors and vintage car enthusiasts.
Their rarity, historical significance, and craftsmanship make them valuable assets in automotive
collections.

Restoration and Preservation
Many enthusiasts dedicate significant effort to restoring and maintaining these vehicles, ensuring
that their legacy endures. Restoration often involves sourcing period-correct parts and adhering to
original specifications.



Where to Find Red Triangle Alvis Cars
- Classic car shows and rallies
- Specialized auctions and dealerships
- Vintage car clubs and associations

Legacy and Influence of Red Triangle Alvis Cars

Design and Engineering Influence
Alvis’s focus on engineering precision and elegant design influenced other British automakers and
continues to inspire modern sports and luxury cars.

Contribution to British Automotive Heritage
As a quintessential British marque, Alvis and its iconic red triangle logo symbolize a period of
innovation, craftsmanship, and racing excellence that remains celebrated today.

Modern Reproductions and Tribute Models
While original Red Triangle Alvis cars are rare, contemporary manufacturers and restorers
sometimes produce tribute models, keeping the spirit of the marque alive.

Conclusion

Red Triangle Alvis cars represent a remarkable blend of engineering innovation, aesthetic elegance,
and sporting excellence. Their legacy as pioneering British automobiles endures through their
continued admiration by collectors, their influence on automotive design, and the stories of racing
triumphs associated with the marque. Whether as vintage collectibles or as symbols of a golden era
in British motoring, Red Triangle Alvis cars remain a testament to craftsmanship and performance.

For enthusiasts and historians alike, exploring the history and models of Red Triangle Alvis cars
offers a fascinating glimpse into an era where engineering mastery and style combined to create
timeless automobiles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the red triangle emblem on Alvis
cars?
The red triangle emblem is a distinctive badge of Alvis, symbolizing quality and craftsmanship, and



is often associated with their classic and vintage models.

Are Alvis cars with a red triangle emblem considered
collectible today?
Yes, Alvis cars featuring the red triangle emblem are highly sought after by collectors due to their
historic value and craftsmanship.

Which Alvis models prominently feature the red triangle logo?
Models such as the Alvis TA 14, TA 21, and some vintage touring cars prominently display the red
triangle emblem.

Is the red triangle emblem still used on modern Alvis vehicles?
No, modern Alvis cars no longer use the red triangle logo, as the brand has transitioned through
various ownerships and rebranding efforts.

What is the history behind the red triangle badge on Alvis
cars?
The red triangle badge was introduced in the early 20th century as part of Alvis's branding,
representing the company's commitment to engineering excellence and luxury.

Are parts for vintage Alvis cars with red triangle badges
readily available?
Parts for vintage Alvis cars with the red triangle emblem can be rare but are available through
specialized classic car parts suppliers and restoration experts.

How does the red triangle badge impact the value of vintage
Alvis cars?
The presence of the red triangle badge on vintage Alvis cars often increases their value due to its
association with authenticity and brand heritage.

Can I identify a genuine Alvis car by its red triangle badge
alone?
While the red triangle badge is a key identifier, it's important to verify other details such as chassis
numbers and documentation to confirm authenticity.

Additional Resources
Red Triangle Alvis Cars have long captured the attention of vintage car enthusiasts and collectors



worldwide. Recognized for their distinctive design, engineering excellence, and the iconic emblem of
the red triangle, these vehicles symbolize a unique blend of innovation and craftsmanship that
defined a significant era in automotive history. In this comprehensive guide, we'll delve into the
history, design, engineering, and legacy of Red Triangle Alvis Cars, providing a detailed overview for
both newcomers and seasoned collectors alike.

---

Introduction to Red Triangle Alvis Cars

The term Red Triangle Alvis Cars refers to a specific subset of vehicles produced by the British
luxury automobile manufacturer Alvis, distinguished by their emblem—a red triangle badge. Alvis,
established in 1919, gained a reputation for producing high-quality, stylish, and technically
advanced automobiles throughout the early to mid-20th century.

The red triangle emblem was more than just a logo; it was a symbol of Alvis's commitment to
precision engineering, innovation, and performance. These cars often featured advanced features for
their time, combining luxury with robust engineering, making them highly sought after among
collectors today.

---

The History of Alvis and the Red Triangle Badge

Origins of Alvis

Alvis Car and Engineering Company Ltd was founded in Coventry, England, by Thomas G. Booth and
Alvis Vickers Ltd in 1919. Initially, the company focused on aircraft and military vehicle components
but soon transitioned into automobile manufacturing, capitalizing on the post-World War I boom in
car production.

The Significance of the Red Triangle Badge

The red triangle badge was introduced in the 1920s as part of Alvis's corporate identity. It was a
distinctive mark that conveyed stability, strength, and precision—the core values of the brand. Over
time, this emblem became synonymous with quality craftsmanship, especially among luxury and
performance vehicles.

Evolution Through the Decades

Throughout the 1930s and 1940s, Alvis expanded its lineup, introducing models that incorporated
new engineering innovations such as independent suspension, advanced chassis designs, and refined
aerodynamics. The red triangle emblem remained a constant, symbolizing the brand's consistency
and pursuit of excellence.

---

Key Models of Red Triangle Alvis Cars

While Alvis produced numerous models over its history, certain vehicles featuring the red triangle
badge are considered iconic.



Pre-War Models

- Alvis 12/50 (1928-1934): Known for its elegant design and reliable performance, this model was
popular among affluent buyers.
- Alvis Silver Eagle (1934-1937): A luxury tourer with a sporty edge, featuring a distinctive grille and
the signature red triangle badge.
- Alvis Speed 20 (1932-1938): Renowned for its speed and engineering, often used in racing and
rallying.

Post-War Models

- Alvis TA 21 (1950-1953): Marked the company's return to the market after WWII, combining classic
styling with modern engineering.
- Alvis TD 21 (1952-1958): An evolution of the TA 21, with improved performance features.
- Alvis TC 21/100 (1953-1957): A luxury saloon emphasizing comfort and high-performance
engineering.

Special and Limited Editions

Alvis also created limited editions and bespoke models featuring the red triangle badge, often
customized for wealthy clients or racing endeavors.

---

Design and Engineering Features of Red Triangle Alvis Cars

Exterior Design

- Distinctive Grille and Badge: The front grille often bore the iconic red triangle emblem, with sleek
lines and a balanced aesthetic.
- Elegant Bodywork: Many models showcased streamlined bodies, flowing fenders, and chrome
accents, reflecting the art deco influences of the period.
- Quality Materials: Use of high-grade steel, aluminum panels, and meticulous craftsmanship.

Interior and Comfort

- Luxurious Upholstery: Leather seats, polished wood trim, and detailed instrumentation.
- Advanced Features: Some models included features like fold-down seats, bespoke dashboards, and
soundproofing for comfort.

Engineering Innovations

- Engine Performance: Alvis cars often housed inline-six or four-cylinder engines with advanced
carburetion for increased power and efficiency.
- Chassis and Suspension: Independent front suspension systems provided superior ride comfort and
handling, a hallmark of Alvis engineering.
- Transmission: Smooth manual gearboxes or early automatic options in later models.
- Braking System: Advanced drum brakes, with some models adopting hydraulic systems for
improved safety.

---



Collecting and Restoring Red Triangle Alvis Cars

Why Collect Red Triangle Alvis Cars?

- Historical Significance: They embody a pivotal era of British automotive innovation.
- Design Excellence: Their timeless styling remains admired today.
- Engineering Heritage: They showcase early adoption of advanced automotive technology.
- Rarity and Value: Well-maintained or restored models have become highly valuable among
collectors.

Restoring and Maintaining

- Authentic Parts: Sourcing original components can be challenging but is crucial for authenticity.
- Specialized Knowledge: Restoration requires expertise in vintage British cars, especially Alvis-
specific engineering.
- Community Support: Numerous clubs and online forums dedicated to Alvis enthusiasts offer
resources and guidance.
- Preservation Tips:
- Regular mechanical inspections.
- Storage in controlled environments.
- Gentle cleaning and preservation of original paint and chrome.

---

The Legacy of Red Triangle Alvis Cars

Influence on Automotive Design

Alvis's commitment to blending style and engineering influenced numerous British manufacturers
and set standards for luxury car design.

Cultural Impact

These cars appeared in classic films, vintage rallies, and car shows, maintaining a cultural presence
that underscores their timeless appeal.

Modern Appreciation

Today, collectors and restorers continue to celebrate the Red Triangle Alvis Cars through auctions,
museums, and dedicated clubs, ensuring that the legacy endures.

---

Conclusion

Red Triangle Alvis Cars represent more than just vintage vehicles—they are a testament to British
automotive ingenuity, elegance, and craftsmanship. Their distinctive emblem symbolizes a
commitment to quality that has stood the test of time. Whether you're a collector, enthusiast, or
historian, appreciating the history and engineering behind these cars offers a fascinating glimpse
into an era where style and performance were crafted with meticulous care. As the vintage car
market continues to grow, the iconic red triangle remains a powerful reminder of Alvis's enduring



legacy in the automotive world.
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  red triangle alvis cars: Alvis Cars 1946-1967 John Fox, 2016-05-15 Explores the fascinating
post-war history of Alvis Cars.
  red triangle alvis cars: Alvis Cars in Competition Clive Taylor, 2018-05-15 An illustrated
look at Alvis cars to mark the company's centennial year, through cars from 1919 to the 1960s.
  red triangle alvis cars: Alvis Matthew Vale, 2019-05-13 This book tells the story of Alvis and its
cars, aero engines and military vehicles. Starting with the formation of the company in 1919, it
traces the company's products through the 1920s and 1930s, and through its wartime exploits to its
eventual takeover by Rover. The book covers: the early four-cylinder cars; the amazing six-cylinder
cars; early ventures into armoured car and aero engine production; the post WWII four- and
six-cylinder cars; the Leonides post-World War II aero engines and finally, the post-World War II
military vehicles.
  red triangle alvis cars: Car Emblems Giles Chapman, 2015-10-12 First published 2005 by
Merrell Publishers Limited.--Colophon.
  red triangle alvis cars: Cars I Could've, Should've, Kept Jackson Brooks, 2014-11-21 A small
business owner and lifelong lover of classic sports cars, Jackson Brooks began in the early 1960s to
purchase, restore and enjoy a long succession of rare automotive beauties, many of which are
million-dollar commodities in today's market. Not so much a collector as an enthusiast and
entrepreneur, he recounts in this well-illustrated memoir how he found and selected the cars, some
of which were on the verge of the scrap-heap, the process of restoring them, the challenges he
confronted along the way, the ones that got away, and always the hunt for the next vehicle to spark
his imagination. The cars, primarily sporting machines, include 8C-2.3 Alfa Romeos, a Jaguar SS100,
three 1953 Ferrari 250MM Barchetta racers (of 13 built), a 1922 Mercedes Targa Florio racer, a
Type 57 Bugatti, a 1929 Mercedes SSK (one of 33 built), four Talbot Lagos, and a 1937 Cord 812
Phaeton among many others, with particular concentrations on Ferrari and Alfa Romeo. Often the
sale of one, after restoration and use, financed the purchase of the next, and the text includes the
purchase and sale prices as well as approximate present-day market values of the cars. Few people
have enjoyed so much hands-on experience with so many of the world's most desirable automobiles.
  red triangle alvis cars: What's on the Grille? Michael Burgess, 2022-03-15 Michael Burgess
investigates the story behind some of the most famous badges and marque names in the automobile
world.
  red triangle alvis cars: The Book of Sports Cars - (Great Britain) Charles Lam Markmann,
Mark Sherwin, 2014-01-29 “... This is a book for which lovers of the automobile have waited a long
time: the most comprehensive text-and-picture history of the dual-purpose car since it came to life
more than sixty years ago. As the authors of The Book of Sports Cars point out, “in the beginning
they were all sports cars.” The automobile began its active life, whatever the intentions of its
creators, as a new instrument of sport. Because the increasing demands of this sport imposed an
ever-growing burden of technical development, the sports car and its achievements have never
stopped forwarding the improvement of the everyday automobile. Here at last, evolved from years of
painstaking research, is a record of what the world’s motorists owe to the dreams and the daring of
the men and women of motor sport. In arranging the history of the outstanding marques by
countries of origin, the authors have made it plain how first one nation, then another took the lead in
developing the automobile as a sporting instrument and hence inevitably as a thing of greater
common use and benefit. First Germany led the world, then France, then Great Britain and Italy and
the United States. The Book of Sports Cars is a magnificent tribute to the glorious past and the
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exciting present, a fascinating record of the history that points to the challenging future. A book to
be read for pleasure and profit, it will be an invaluable addition to the library of every enthusiast of
motoring history...” (1959) - BRIGGS CUNNINGHAM
  red triangle alvis cars: The nearly engine John Mortimer, 2014-08-21 This book traces the
post-war development of gas turbine engines for use in passenger cars and commercial vehicles in
the UK, Germany, Italy and the USA. It is based on interviews with leading engineering figures of
the day as well as reports by journalists. The work also contains photographs of engines and vehicles
as well as diagrams of various gas turbine engines.
  red triangle alvis cars: Scenes from an Automotive Wonderland Gregory A. Cagle,
2018-01-23 Gregory Cagle was a 10-year-old car fanatic when his family moved from New Jersey to
Germany in 1956. For the next five years he photographed unusual, rare and sometimes bizarre
automobiles throughout Europe. This book features 105 specimens of auto exotica, captured with
Cagle's Iloca Rapid-B 35mm camera--not showpieces in museums but daily drivers in their natural
habitats. In the background can be glimpsed, here and there, the mood of postwar Europe. The story
behind each photo is told, with dates and locations, information and history about the cars and some
of their owners, along with Cagle's personal anecdotes.
  red triangle alvis cars: Alvis Kenneth Day, 2009-07 by Kenneth Day For nearly half a century
Alvis was famed worldwide for the design and manufacture of its thoroughbred cars, including
pioneering work on front-wheel drive and independent suspension. The Coventry
precision-engineering firm always knew that diversification was essential for survival and went on to
make aero engines and armoured fighting vehicles. As Alvis ceased to exist as a separate entity
when it became part of BAe Systems in 2004, this fourth edition which includes important new
material is the definitive history of the marque. a beautifully produced book Alvis Register Bulletin
  red triangle alvis cars: Automotive Press 3C Creative Media, 2019-10-01 A compilation of
some of the best news from the automotive industry.
  red triangle alvis cars: British Leyland—From Triumph to Tragedy Lance Cole, 2021-01-18
A history of the British automotive manufacturer and an analysis of what went wrong. What really
happened at British Leyland (BL)? Was it ‘just’ the cars, or were other factors vital to the story? Who
really was to blame for BL and MG Rover’s death? The ‘truth’ about BL is deeper than its cars – were
ultra- Left-wing plots to topple BL and British society real? Did secret deals and political intrigue
really exist? Was it Labour or Conservative powers who ‘killed’ BL, or was it BL itself? How was it
that BL’s design genius was hobbled? Author Lance Cole lifts the bonnet on BL and presents a
forensic yet easy to read new analysis in a story of BL, its cars, and the era of their motoring as
powers on the political Left and Right waged war, sometimes even with themselves. Here is a book
about cars and more, a conversation on all things BL: this is a new account of a classic British story
told across a trail of evidence in a British industrial and political drama. Many mistakes made BL,
but some of the cars were superb, the designs of genius, the engineering excellent; it is just that we
have either forgotten, or been brainwashed into believing the worst. In a BL book like no other,
written by a classic car fanatic with a background in industrial design, automotive, and wider
journalism, this story lifts the lid on BL's cars and more. The author also adds inside knowledge from
time working in the motor industry. Lance Cole tells the deeper BL story across the era of its
greatest successes and its biggest failures. “An important and overdue book, well researched which
will find a welcome place on the shelves of transport academics and motoring aficionados alike.”
—The Journal of the Road Transport History Association “Cole’s engaging and informal writing style
makes things very readable and helps us untangle a lot of the more complex shenanigans that went
on. With fifty colour and fifty monochrome pictures, it’s well-illustrated too. Thoroughly
recommended for its astute insight whether you’re a BL fan or not.” —Car Mechanics
  red triangle alvis cars: The Motor Car Industry in Coventry Since the 1890's David Thoms,
Tom Donnelly, 2017-07-06 This book, originally published in 1985, examines the development of the
car industry in Coventry within both its local context and the wider economic environment. It is a
study of expansion and adjustment which reflects the broader pattern of Britain's industrial history.



The book analyses the emergence and early dominance of Coventry's motor manufacturers, the
appearance of the volume producers in the 1920s and the instability of the post-war era. The
relationship between cars and other sectors of the local economy, particularly cycles, machine tools
and aircraft, is discussed, while the significance of the two world wars receive special attention.
Extensive use is made of original sources material, much of which, prior to publication, had received
little or no attention from business historians.
  red triangle alvis cars: The Complete Catalogue of British Cars David J. Culshaw, Peter
James Horrobin, 1974
  red triangle alvis cars: The Encyclopedia of Classic Cars David Lillywhite, 2003 Presents
photo-illustrated profiles of more than a thousand car models produced by over two hundred
manufacturers between the late nineteenth and early twenty-first century, providing manufacture
dates, specifications, and details on the cars' features and makers.
  red triangle alvis cars: British Spy Fiction and the End of Empire Sam Goodman,
2015-06-05 Drawing focus on a crucial period of contemporary British history, this book explores
Cold War anxieties over Imperial decline and British identity through analysis of space in popular
twentieth-century spy fiction, enabling the cultural impact of decolonisation to be read in a new and
revealing light. Visiting the literary representation of space, identity, and power in the work of Ian
Fleming, Graham Greene, and John le Carré, it is an excellent resource for any scholars with an
interest in spy fiction, British fiction, and popular literature.
  red triangle alvis cars: The Illustrated London News , 1976
  red triangle alvis cars: The Little Book of Warwickshire Lynne Williams, 2015-07-06
Warwickshire, home to William Shakespeare, Rupert Brooke and the legendary Lady Godiva, boasts
a rich and engaging history. Revealed within is a plethora of entertaining facts about Warwickshire’s
famous and occasionally infamous men and women, its towns and countryside, battles and sieges,
literary, artistic and sporting achievements, and its customs ancient and modern, including the
800-year-old Atherstone Ball Game, akin in nature to running with the bulls in Pamplona, which is
still played every Shrove Tuesday. This reliable reference book and quirky guide can be dipped into
time and time again to reveal something new about the people, the heritage, the secrets and the
enduring attraction of the county. A remarkably enlightening little book, this is essential reading for
visitors and locals alike.
  red triangle alvis cars: Motor Sport William Boddy, 1972
  red triangle alvis cars: Armstrong Siddeley Motors Bill Smith, 2006 What did Armstrong
Siddeley Motors achieve? A car that looked good, did what it was intended to do and was thoroughly
reliable.
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