map of poland 1939

map of poland 1939 serves as a crucial historical document that provides insight into the geopolitical
landscape of Europe on the eve of World War II. This map captures a pivotal moment in history,
illustrating Poland's territorial boundaries just before the outbreak of one of the most devastating conflicts in
human history. Understanding the map of Poland in 1939 is essential for historians, students, and enthusiasts
interested in the complex events leading up to WWII, as well as the territorial changes that shaped Central

and Eastern Europe.

The Historical Context of Poland in 1939

Poland's Borders Before the War

In 1939, Poland was a nation with defined borders established after World War 1. The Treaty of Versailles
(1919) and subsequent treaties redrew the map of Central Europe, creating an independent Polish state

after over a century of partitions by Russia, Prussia, and Austria-Hungary. The 1939 map reflects Poland's
territorial extent following these treaties, with notable regions such as Silesia, Pomerania, and parts of East

Prussia included within its borders.

The Geopolitical Situation

By 1939, Poland was situated between two aggressive powers: Nazi Germany to the west and the Soviet
Union to the east. The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact of August 1939 explicitly divided Eastern Europe into
German and Soviet spheres of influence, leading directly to the invasion of Poland. The map from this
period vividly depicts the strategic importance of Poland, as its borders became the front line for these

invasions.

Key Features of the Map of Poland 1939



Territorial Boundaries

The map highlights Poland's borders as they stood on the eve of WW!II, including:

e Western border with Germany, encompassing territories such as Silesia, Pomerania, and parts of East

Prussia.

e Eastern border with the Soviet Union, including regions like Volhynia and parts of modern-day

Ukraine and Belarus.

¢ Southern borders touching Czechoslovakia and Romania.

Major Cities and Regions

The map emphasizes key urban centers vital for military and administrative purposes:
e Warsaw — the capital and political hub.

Krakow — a cultural and historical center.

Lwéw (Lviv) — an important economic and cultural city in the east.

Gdansk (Danzig) — a Free City bordering Poland, significant for trade and strategic access.

Strategic and Military Significance

The map indicates important military routes, railways, and fortifications. It also shows the demarcation lines
that would be crucial during the invasion, including the Polish Corridor, which provided Poland access to

the Baltic Sea but also divided mainland Germany from East Prussia.

Territorial Changes and Disputes Reflected in the Map



The Polish Corridor

The Polish Corridor was a narrow strip of land granted to Poland after WWI, providing access to the Baltic
Sea. It separated East Prussia from the rest of Germany, creating tensions that would escalate into conflict.

The 1939 map depicts this corridor, which was a point of contention in German claims on Polish territory.

Free City of Danzig (Gdafisk)

The Free City of Danzig was established under the Treaty of Versailles as a semi-autonomous city-state
under League of Nations supervision, bordering Poland. The map shows Danzig as a separate entity, which

was a source of friction leading up to WWIL

Territorial Disputes and Minority Populations

The map also highlights regions with significant minority populations, such as Germans, Ukrainians, and
Jews. These demographics influenced political tensions and territorial disputes, which are subtly reflected

in the boundaries and annotations of the map.

The Significance of the 1939 Map in Historical Analysis

Understanding the Outbreak of WWII

The map of Poland in 1939 is essential for understanding the immediate causes of WWIL. It visually
demonstrates how territorial ambitions and border disputes contributed to the invasion, with Germany's

Blitzkrieg and the Soviet invasion from the east quickly following the map’s depiction.

Territorial Losses and Post-War Changes

Analyzing the 1939 map offers a baseline to compare with post-war borders established by treaties like the
Yalta and Potsdam Conferences. It shows the significant territorial shifts, including Poland's westward

move and the redrawing of borders in the east.

Military Strategy and Operations

Military historians utilize such maps to analyze the initial German and Soviet invasions, troop movements,

and strategic objectives. The map provides context for understanding the rapid conquest of Poland and the



logistical challenges faced.

How to Read and Use the Map of Poland 1939

Key Symbols and Annotations

Most historical maps from this period include:

o Color-coded borders to distinguish between Poland, Germany, the Soviet Union, and other

neighboring countries.
e Symbols indicating military installations, railways, roads, and fortifications.

o Labels for major cities, regions, and geographic features like rivers and lakes.

Utilizing the Map for Research

When studying the map:
1. Identify the key borders and regions of interest.
2. Note the strategic points such as the Polish Corridor and Danzig.
3. Compare with modern maps to understand territorial changes.

4. Use alongside historical texts for a comprehensive understanding of the 1939 invasion.

Where to Find Maps of Poland 1939



Historical Map Collections

Many libraries, archives, and online repositories host high-resolution maps from 1939, including:

The National Archives of Poland

The Library of Congress

Online map repositories like Old Maps Online and David Rumsey Map Collection

Academic publications and history books focusing on WWII

Digital Resources and Interactive Maps

Modern digital tools provide interactive maps allowing users to explore Poland's borders in 1939 with

detailed annotations, overlays, and zoom features, enhancing understanding for students and researchers.

Conclusion

The map of Poland 1939 remains a vital historical artifact, encapsulating a snapshot of a nation on the brink
of war. It highlights the territorial boundaries, strategic locations, and geopolitical tensions that played a
pivotal role in the outbreak of WWIL By studying this map, one gains not only a visual understanding of
Poland's borders at the time but also insight into the broader historical, political, and military contexts that
shaped Central Europe's destiny in the 20th century. Whether for academic research, educational purposes,
or personal interest, exploring the 1939 map of Poland enriches our comprehension of a complex and

transformative period in world history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the map of Poland in 19397

The map of Poland in 1939 highlights the country's borders just before World War II, showing the division
between the Second Polish Republic and neighboring countries, major cities, transportation routes, and

territorial changes resulting from the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact.



How did the borders of Poland in 1939 differ from today’s borders?

In 1939, Poland's borders included territories that are now part of Ukraine, Belarus, and Lithuania,
reflecting pre-war boundaries. After the war, these borders shifted westward, resulting in Poland gaining

territories from Germany and losing eastern regions to the Soviet Union.

What historical events are reflected in the 1939 map of Poland?

The 1939 map reflects the political situation just before the outbreak of World War II, including the
division of Poland following the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, the invasion by Nazi Germany and the Soviet

Union, and the impending start of wartime occupation.

Why is the map of Poland in 1939 significant for historical studies?

It provides insights into Poland’s territorial boundaries prior to WWII, helps understand the geopolitical
tensions of the era, and serves as a visual reference for studying the impact of war, treaties, and invasions

on Polish territory.

Where can I find detailed maps of Poland in 1939 for research or
educational purposes?

Detailed historical maps of Poland in 1939 can be found in archives, history books, and online resources such
as the David Rumsey Map Collection, Library of Congress, or specialized historical map websites that offer

high-resolution scans and geographic data.

Additional Resources

Map of Poland 1939: An In-Depth Exploration of a Pivotal Moment in History

The map of Poland 1939 stands as a powerful visual testament to a tumultuous chapter in European history.
It captures the geopolitical landscape on the eve of World War II, a period marked by mounting tensions,
territorial disputes, and the impending clash that would reshape the continent. Understanding this map is
crucial not only for grasping Poland’s geographical and political boundaries at that time but also for
appreciating the broader context of the impending conflict and the complex interplay of national interests.
This article offers a comprehensive analysis of the 1939 map of Poland, exploring its historical background,

territorial divisions, strategic significance, and the lasting impact of the events it depicts.



Historical Context Leading to the 1939 Map of Poland

Poland in the Interwar Period

Following the end of World War I in 1918, Poland reemerged as an independent nation after over a
century of partition and foreign rule by Russia, Germany, and Austria-Hungary. The Treaty of Versailles
(1919) and subsequent treaties established Poland’s borders, but these were marked by significant disputes

and uncertainties, especially regarding territories with mixed ethnic populations.

Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, Poland faced various internal and external challenges:

- Border disputes with neighboring countries, notably over regions like Danzig (now Gdansk) and the
Polish Corridor.

- Political instability, with a shift towards authoritarian governance under Jézef Pilsudski.

- Economic difficulties stemming from the global Great Depression, which affected the nation’s stability.

- Rising tensions with Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union, both of whom had strategic interests in Polish

territory.

The Growing Threat of Aggression

By 1939, the geopolitical landscape had become increasingly volatile:

- Nazi Germany, under Adolf Hitler, sought Lebensraum ("living space") and aimed to reclaim territories
lost after World War 1.

- The Soviet Union pursued its own strategic expansion, evidenced by the 1939 Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact
with Germany, which included secret protocols dividing Eastern Europe into spheres of influence.

- Western powers, particularly Britain and France, adopted a policy of appeasement but prepared for the

possibility of war.

This tense environment set the stage for the dramatic changes depicted on the 1939 map of Poland.

Territorial Divisions and Boundaries in the 1939 Map

Poland’s Geographic Extent

In 1939, Poland’s borders encompassed an area roughly bounded by the Baltic Sea in the north, the
Carpathian Mountains in the south, and stretching eastward into territories with diverse ethnic

compositions. The map of Poland at that time reveals a nation still grappling with the legacy of its



partitioned history and the complex mosaic of nationalities within its borders.

Major territorial features include:

- The Polish Corridor, a strip of land providing Poland access to the Baltic Sea and separating East Prussia
from the rest of Germany.

- The Free City of Danzig (Gdansk), a semi-autonomous city-state under the League of Nations, with a
predominantly German population.

- The eastern territories, with significant Ukrainian and Belarusian populations, reflecting the multiethnic

makeup.

Key Regions and Their Significance

- Western Poland: Heavily influenced by German culture and economy, with important industrial centers
like Poznan and Wroctaw.

- Central Poland: The political and administrative heart of the country, including Warsaw, the capital.

- Eastern Poland: Characterized by more rural areas, with diverse ethnic groups including Poles,

Ukrainians, Belarusians, and Jews.

The map also illustrates the division of Poland into administrative voivodeships (provinces), which defined

local governance and territorial control.

The Polish Corridor and Danzig

The Polish Corridor was a particularly contentious area. Created after World War I to give Poland access to
the sea, it cut through the former German territory of East Prussia, isolating it from the rest of Germany.
The city of Danzig was declared a Free City under League of Nations supervision, but Germany claimed it

as historically German and sought its reunification.

This territorial arrangement was a source of friction:

- Germany demanded the return of Danzig and the Corridor.

- Poland insisted on maintaining its access and sovereignty over the port city and surrounding areas.

- The dispute over Danzig and the Corridor became one of the immediate triggers for the German invasion
of Poland.

Military and Strategic Aspects Depicted on the 1939 Map



Fortifications and Defensive Lines

The map reveals several key military features:

- The Polish Defensive War Plan, including the famous "Plan West," which aimed to defend the western
border from German invasion.

- Fortified positions along the German border, notably the Morasko Fortified Zone near Poznan and the
Pomorska Defense Line along the Baltic coast.

- The Maginot Line in France and the Westwall (Siegfried Line) in Germany, contextualizing Poland’s

strategic position within broader European defenses.

German and Soviet Invasion Routes

The map indicates the anticipated invasion routes:

- German forces aimed to strike through the Polish Corridor, advancing towards Warsaw, the capital.

- The Soviet invasion was planned from the east, targeting eastern Poland following the secret protocols of
the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact.

This dual invasion strategy was executed in September 1939, marking the beginning of World War II:
- Germany launched Operation Fall Weiss (Case White), invading from the west.

- The Soviet Union invaded from the east two weeks later, in accordance with the secret agreement.

Impact on Polish Military Capabilities

The map illustrates the limitations faced by Polish forces:
- Despite strategic fortifications, Poland was outnumbered and outgunned.
- The rapid German blitzkrieg tactics aimed to quickly encircle and overwhelm Polish units.

- The Soviet invasion further complicated Polish defense, leading to the country's capitulation by October

1939.

Ethnic and Demographic Composition in the 1939 Map

Ethnic Diversity and Its Geopolitical Implications

The map underscores Poland's ethnolinguistic mosaic:

- Poles formed the majority, especially in central and western regions.

- Ukrainians were concentrated in the eastern territories, particularly in Volhynia and Galicia.
- Belarusians inhabited the northeastern regions.

- The Jewish population was significant, with vibrant communities in cities like Warsaw, £.6dz, and Lviv.



This diversity often complicated national unity and fueled ethnic tensions, which the map visually captures

through overlapping demographic zones.

Implications for International Relations

- Ethnic minorities often sought autonomy or independence, influencing Polish domestic policies.
- Minority issues attracted international attention, especially from neighboring countries with similar

ethnic groups, such as Ukraine and Belarus.

The Aftermath and the Legacy of the 1939 Map

Territorial Changes Post-World War II

The map of Poland in 1939 serves as a baseline for understanding subsequent territorial shifts:

- After WWII, borders shifted westward due to the Potsdam Conference, with Poland losing eastern
territories to the Soviet Union and gaining land from Germany.

- The German territories of East Prussia, Pomerania, and Silesia were transferred to Poland, leading to

significant population transfers and demographic changes.

Historical Significance

- The 1939 map encapsulates the tragic beginning of WW!II, marked by invasion and division.
- It highlights the geopolitical tensions that led to one of history’s deadliest conflicts.
- The map remains a symbol of national trauma, territorial disputes, and the complex history of Central and

Eastern Europe.

Educational and Cultural Relevance

Today, the map of Poland 1939 is used in:
- Academic research to understand WWII’s origins.
- Cultural memory, commemorating the sacrifices and tragedies of that era.

- Discussions on borders, sovereignty, and ethnic relations in contemporary Poland and Europe.



Conclusion

The map of Poland 1939 is more than a mere cartographic representation; it is a window into a critical
historical moment that defined the course of 20th-century Europe. Through detailed examination of its
territorial boundaries, military strategic features, and demographic makeup, one gains insight into the
complex realities faced by Poland on the eve of war. The map’s enduring significance lies in its reminder of
the fragile nature of borders, the devastating consequences of geopolitical conflicts, and the importance of
historical awareness in shaping a peaceful future. As Poland’s borders have evolved since 1939, the map
remains a vital artifact—capturing a moment of upheaval that continues to influence the region’s collective

memory and identity.

Map Of Poland 1939

map of poland 1939: The German Campaign in Poland (1939) Robert M. Kennedy, 2015
Originally published: Washington, D.C.: Dept. of the Army, 1956. (German report series).

map of poland 1939: West Point History of World War II, Vol. 1 The United States Military
Academy, 2015-11-03 An outstanding new military history of the first half of World War II, featuring
a rich array of images, exclusive graphics, superb new maps, and expert analysis commissioned by
the United States Military Academy to teach the art of war to West Point cadets. Since 1836, United
States Military Academy texts have been the gold standard for teaching military history and the
operational art of war. Now the USMA has developed a new military history series for the public
featuring the story of World War II in two volumes, of which this is the first. The West Point History
of World War II combines the expertise of preeminent historians with hundreds of maps and images,
many created for this volume or selected from Army collections. The first volume offers a balanced
narrative analyzing the rising tide of Axis conquest from 1939 to mid-1942, ranging from battlefield
decisions to operational and strategic plans, all set in their proper political context. The closing
chapter provides a thematic treatment of the mobilization of the warring nations’ economies and
home fronts for the conduct of total war. The West Point History of World War II has been tested,
checked, and polished by West Point cadets, faculty, and graduates to make this the best military
history of its kind.

map of poland 1939: Dictionary Catalog of the Map Division New York Public Library. Map
Division, 1971

map of poland 1939: Waiting to be Heard Bogusia J. Wojciechowska, 2009 Waiting to be Heard
is the voice of the persecuted, the brave, the hopeful, the betrayed and the determined. It is a
testament to the strength of the human spirit and to a generation that did not see itself as 'victims, '
but as 'survivors.' Studies of the War and post-War years have traditionally focused on political and
military history. In recent years there has been a greater interest in the social consequences of the
War. Nevertheless, discussions relating to the displacement of the Polish-born usually focus on the
Holocaust interpreted as a Jewish-only phenomenon. Yet, in the years 1939-45, Poland lost
6,029,000, or 22%, of its total population, including approximately 3 million of its Christian
residents. Many of those who survived the War, at its conclusion, were scattered all over the world;
by the end of 1945, 249,000 members of the Polish Armed Forces were under British command, with
41,400 dependants in the United Kingdom, Italy, East and South Africa, New Zealand, India,
Palestine, Mexico and Western Germany. These refugees have long sought a voice for their
experiences. The website, www.PolishDiaspora.net, was created in 2006 by Dr. Wojciechowska as a
forum for their voices. The international deluge of interest in the project resulted in Waiting to be
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Heard. While some participants had talked and written about their experiences before, the majority
had not discussed their experiences with anyone outside their immediate social circle. And the
memories are still painful, as exemplified by one participant who said, God, I askyou; allow me to
forget those days and weeks when I lay on piles of corpses in the hope of finding a tiny bit of
warmth; allow me to forget the licking of ice from the walls of the cattle wagons; allow me to lose my
memory of those years

map of poland 1939: A Polish Woman’s Experience in World War II Irena Protassewicz,
2019-02-07 This hitherto unpublished first-hand witness account, written in 1968-9, tells the story of
a privileged Polish woman whose life was torn apart by the outbreak of the Second World War and
Soviet occupation. The account has been translated into English from the original Polish and
interwoven with letters and depositions, and is supplemented with commentary and notes for
invaluable historical context. Irena Protassewicz's vivid account begins with the Russian Revolution,
followed by a rare insight into the life and mores of the landed gentry of northeastern Poland
between the wars, a rural idyll which was to be shattered forever by the coming of the Second World
War. Deported in a cattle truck to Siberia and sentenced to a future of forced labour, Irena's
fortunes were to change dramatically after Hitler's attack on Russia. She charts the adventure and
horror of life as a military nurse with the Polish Army, on a journey that would take her from the
wastes of Soviet Central Asia, through the Middle East, to an unlikely ending in the highlands of
Scotland. The story concludes with Irena's search to discover the wartime and post-war fate of her
family and friends on both sides of the Iron Curtain, and the challenges of life as a refugee in Britain.
A Polish Woman's Experience in World War II provides a compelling, personal route into
understanding how the greatest conflict of the 20th century transformed the lives of the individuals
who lived through it.

map of poland 1939: Maps and History Jeremy Black, 2000-01-01 Explores the role,
development, and nature of the atlas and discusses its impact on the presentation of the past.

map of poland 1939: A History of Polish Christianity Jerzy Kloczowski, 2000-09-14 This is a
single-volume history of Christianity in Poland, a subject at the core of religious history and
European secular history alike. The book covers the development of Polish Christianity from the
tenth century to the year 2000, placing it in the broader context of East-Central European political,
social, religious and cultural history. Jewish-Christian relations, and the problematic religious history
of the Jews in the region, play an important part in the story, and there are pervasive references to
countries historically linked to Poland, such as Lithuania, Belarus and the Ukraine. Jerzy Kloczowski
shows how the history of Poland, and Polish Christianity, are embedded in the complex systems of
relations with other countries and religious denominations. A History of Polish Christianity should be
read by anyone interested in the confrontation between Christianity and the totalitarian systems of
the twentieth century, and in the interplay between Eastern and Western Christianity.

map of poland 1939: West Point History of World War II United States Military Academy,
2015-11-03 Reader's Digest Endowed Book Fund.

map of poland 1939: Survivors of the Holocaust in Poland Lucjan Dobroszycki, 1994 Cover
-- Half Title -- Title Page -- Copyright Page -- Dedication -- Table of Contents -- Preface -- 1. The
Reemergence and Decline of the Jewish Community in Poland, 1944-1947 -- 2. Jewish Communities
in Poland -- Map -- Location Index -- 3. The Central Committee of Jews in Poland -- Excerpt from a
Report by the Department of Evidence and Statistics -- Samples of Registration Cards -- 4. Numbers
of Jewish Survivors in Poland -- 5. Lists of Jewish Children Who Survived

map of poland 1939: A History of the Polish Americans John.]. Bukowczyk, 2017-07-12 In the
last, rootless decade families, neighborhoods, and communities have disintegrated in the face of
gripping social, economic, and technological changes. Th is process has had mixed results. On the
positive side, it has produced a mobile, volatile, and dynamic society in the United States that is
perhaps more open, just, and creative than ever before. On the negative side, it has dissolved the
glue that bound our society together and has destroyed many of the myths, symbols, values, and
beliefs that provided social direction and purpose. In A History of the Polish Americans, John ]J.



Bukowczyk provides a thorough account of the Polish experience in America and how some cultural
bonds loosened, as well as the ways in which others persisted.

map of poland 1939: Hitler Michael Lynch, 2025-04-01 Adolf Hitler is the most notorious
political figure of the twentieth century. The story of his life, how he became a dictator, and how he
managed to convince so many to follow his cause is a subject of perennial fascination. Balancing
narrative and analysis, this biography employs a chronological approach to describe the main
features of Hitler’s career. Set against the background of developments in Germany and Europe
during his lifetime, the text tells the extraordinary story of how an Austrian layabout rose to become
Fihrer of the Third Reich. This second edition has been fully updated to incorporate the research
and literature from the last ten years, including several major studies by British and German
scholars that have added to our understanding of Hitler and the Third Reich. New light has been
shed on the character of National Socialism and on Hitler as a person and a political figure. Fresh
insights have been made into the Hitler cult and into the charismatic nature of Hitler’s rule over
Germany. Modern historians continue to wrestle with questions that still demand an answer - why
did the nation that had made a unique contribution to European culture willingly follow Hitler on his
nihilistic path? Using an essentially narrative approach to the Hitler story, the new edition
incorporates the key findings of current research into the political, socio-economic and military
features of the Third Reich that Hitler sought to create before his irrationalities destroyed it.
Referencing the major historiographical disputes and drawing on the new perspectives that modern
research provides, this second edition addresses the issues that historians regard as central to the
study of Hitler’'s Germany. Michael Lynch provides a balanced guide to this most difficult of figures
that will be enlightening for students and general readers alike.

map of poland 1939: The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Encyclopedia of
Camps and Ghettos, 1933-1945, Volume IV Geoffrey P. Megargee, Mel Hecker, 2022-04-26 The
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, 1933-1945,
Volume IV aims to provide as much basic information as possible about individual camps and other
detention facilities. Why were they established? Who ran them? What kinds of prisoners did they
hold? What kinds of work did the prisoners do, and for whom? What were the conditions like? The
entries detail the sources from which the authors drew their material, so future scholars can expand
upon the work. Finally, and perhaps most important, this is a work of memorialization: it preserves
the histories of places where people suffered and died. Volume IV examines an under-researched
segment of the larger Nazi incarceration system: camps and other detention facilities under the
direct control of the German military, the Wehrmacht. These include prisoner of war (POW) camps
(including camps for enlisted men, camps for officers, camps for naval personnel and airmen, and
transit camps), civilian internment and labor camps, work camps for Tunisian Jews, brothels in
which women were forced to have sex with soldiers, and prisons and penal camps for Wehrmacht
personnel. Most of these sites have not been described in detail in the existing historical literature,
and a substantial number of them have never been documented at all. The volume also includes an
introduction to the German prisoner of war camp system and its evolution, introductions to each of
the various types of camps operated by the Wehrmacht, and entries devoted to each individual
camp, representing the most comprehensive documentation to date of the Wehrmacht camp system.
Within the entries, the volume draws upon German military documents, eyewitness and survivor
testimony, and postwar investigations to describe the experiences of prisoners of war and civilian
prisoners held captive by the Wehrmacht. Of particular note is the detailed documentation of the
Wehrmacht's crimes against Soviet prisoners of war, which have largely been neglected in the
English-language literature up to this point, despite the fact that more than three million Soviet
prisoners died in German captivity. The volume also provides substantial coverage of the diverse
range of conditions encountered by other Allied prisoners of war, illustrating both the substantial
privations faced by all prisoners of war and the stark contrast between the Germans' treatment of
Soviet prisoners and those of other nationalities. The volume also details the significant involvement
of the Wehrmacht in crimes against the civilian populations of occupied Europe and North Africa. As




a result, this volume not only brings to light many detention sites whose existence has been little
known, but also advances the decades-old process of dismantling the myth of the clean Wehrmacht,
according to which the German military had nothing to do with the Holocaust and the Nazi regime's
other crimes.

map of poland 1939: Justice Behind the Iron Curtain Gabriel N. Finder, Alexander V.
Prusin, 2018-01-01 In Justice behind the Iron Curtain, Gabriel N. Finder and Alexander V. Prusin
examine Poland's role in prosecuting Nazi German criminals during the first decade and a half of the
postwar era. Finder and Prusin contend that the Polish trials of Nazi war criminals were a pragmatic
political response to postwar Polish society and Poles' cravings for vengeance against German Nazis.
Although characterized by numerous inconsistencies, Poland's prosecutions of Nazis exhibited a fair
degree of due process and resembled similar proceedings in Western democratic counties. The
authors examine reactions to the trials among Poles and Jews. Although Polish-Jewish relations were
uneasy in the wake of the extremely brutal German wartime occupation of Poland, postwar Polish
prosecutions of German Nazis placed emphasis on the fate of Jews during the Holocaust. Justice
behind the Iron Curtain is the first work to approach communist Poland's judicial postwar
confrontation with the legacy of the Nazi occupation.

map of poland 1939: The Slovak-Polish Border, 1918-1947 Marcel Jesensky, 2014-09-02
The first English-language monograph on the Slovak-Polish border in 1918-47 explores the interplay
of politics, diplomacy, moral principles and self-determination. This book argues that the failure to
reconcile strategic objectives with territorial claims could cost a higher price than the geographical
size of the disputed region would indicate.

map of poland 1939: Catalogue, 1926-1968 Great Britain. Foreign Office. Library, 1972

map of poland 1939: History of World War II. Tim Cooke, Edward Horton, Christer Jorgensen,
2005 Presents a comprehensive discussion of the origins, events, campaigns and personalities of
World War II.

map of poland 1939: Atlas of World War II Stephen G. Hyslop, 2018 Prelude to war, 1941:
Blitzkrieqg -- Prelude to war, 1943: war in the Pacific -- 1942-1944: breaking Hitler's grip --
1944-1945: victory over Germany -- 1943-1945: defeating Japan.

map of poland 1939: Professionals, Power and Solidarity in Poland Michael D. Kennedy,
1991-02-14 The Solidarity movement of the early 1980s not only triggered a transformation in Polish
society, it forced a fundamental reconsideration of the nature of socialism throughout the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe. Seen as one of the most important social movements of the century, this
pathbreaking study analyses Solidarity's significance in Soviet societies.

map of poland 1939: The Holocaust Norman J.W. Goda, 2022-05-02 The second edition of this
book frames the Holocaust as a catastrophe emerging from varied international responses to the
Jewish question during an age of global crisis and war. The chapters are arranged chronologically,
thematically, and geographically, reflecting how persecution, responses, and experience varied over
time and place, conveying a sense of the Holocaust’s complexity. Fully updated, this edition
incorporates the past decade’s scholarship concerning perpetrators, victims, and bystanders from
political, national, and gendered perspectives. It also frames the Holocaust within the broader
genocide perspective and within current debates on memory politics and causation. Global in
approach and supported by images, maps, diverse voices, and suggestions for further reading, this is
the ideal textbook for students of this catastrophic period in world history.

map of poland 1939: Map Men Steven Seegel, 2018-06-29 More than just colorful clickbait or
pragmatic city grids, maps are often deeply emotional tales: of political projects gone wrong,
budding relationships that failed, and countries that vanished. In Map Men, Steven Seegel takes us
through some of these historical dramas with a detailed look at the maps that made and unmade the
world of East Central Europe through a long continuum of world war and revolution. As a collective
biography of five prominent geographers between 1870 and 1950—Albrecht Penck, Eugeniusz
Romer, Stepan Rudnyts’kyi, Isaiah Bowman, and Count P&l Teleki—Map Men reexamines the deep
emotions, textures of friendship, and multigenerational sagas behind these influential maps. Taking




us deep into cartographical archives, Seegel re-creates the public and private worlds of these five
mapmakers, who interacted with and influenced one another even as they played key roles in
defining and redefining borders, territories, nations—and, ultimately, the interconnection of the
world through two world wars. Throughout, he examines the transnational nature of these processes
and addresses weighty questions about the causes and consequences of the world wars, the rise of
Nazism and Stalinism, and the reasons East Central Europe became the fault line of these
world-changing developments. At a time when East Central Europe has surged back into geopolitical
consciousness, Map Men offers a timely and important look at the historical origins of how the
region was defined—and the key people who helped define it.
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