
ken follett century series
ken follett century series is an expansive and captivating collection of historical novels that span a
significant period of human history, offering readers an immersive journey through the 20th century.
Authored by the renowned British novelist Ken Follett, this series masterfully intertwines fictional
narratives with real historical events, creating a rich tapestry of drama, conflict, love, and resilience.
Since its inception, the series has garnered a global following, praised for its meticulous research,
compelling characters, and sweeping storytelling. In this article, we will explore the key elements of
the Ken Follett Century Series, its chronological order, main themes, and why it continues to captivate
audiences worldwide.

---

Overview of the Ken Follett Century Series

The Ken Follett Century Series is a collection of interconnected novels that collectively cover the
tumultuous events of the 20th century. Unlike standalone works, these novels are linked through
recurring characters, family sagas, and overarching historical contexts. The series provides a
panoramic view of major events such as World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the Cold
War, and social upheavals, all seen through the lives of characters across generations.

What Makes the Series Unique?

Historical Accuracy: Follett's meticulous research ensures that the novels accurately depict
the socio-political climate of each era.

Multigenerational Storytelling: The series spans multiple generations, highlighting how
historical events impact individual lives.

Rich Character Development: Complex characters evolve over decades, facing moral
dilemmas, personal conflicts, and societal changes.

Interwoven Narratives: Each book builds on the previous ones, creating a cohesive and
comprehensive portrayal of the century.

---

The Chronological Order of the Series

Understanding the chronological sequence helps readers appreciate the series' narrative flow and
historical context. The main novels in the Ken Follett Century Series are:



1. Edge of Eternity
Published in 2014, this novel is the third installment in the series, but it begins the chronological
journey, covering the period from the 1960s through the 1980s. It focuses on the lives of the
descendants of characters introduced in earlier books and explores themes like the Vietnam War, the
Civil Rights Movement, and the Cold War.

2. Fall of Giants
Released in 2010, this book starts the series in the early 20th century, covering the events leading up
to World War I and the Russian Revolution. It introduces key families whose descendants appear in
later novels.

3. Winter of the World
Published in 2012, this novel continues the saga through the tumult of the 1930s and 1940s, including
the rise of fascism, the Great Depression, and World War II.

4. Edge of Eternity
As mentioned, it spans the Cold War era, focusing on social upheaval, political conflicts, and
technological advancements.

---

Main Themes of the Ken Follett Century Series

The series weaves a multitude of themes that resonate deeply with readers, making it both
educational and emotionally compelling.

1. The Impact of War
Each novel vividly depicts how wars shape societies and individuals. From the devastation of World
War I to the Cold War tensions, Follett explores the personal and political consequences of conflict.

2. Social Change and Progress
The series highlights pivotal moments of social upheaval, including women's rights movements, civil
rights, and the fight against totalitarian regimes. Characters often grapple with the evolving societal
norms.



3. Family and Legacy
Intergenerational relationships are central, emphasizing how family histories influence future
generations’ decisions and identities.

4. Political and Economic Turmoil
From economic depressions to political revolutions, the novels depict the tumultuous landscape that
defines the 20th century.

5. Human Resilience and Courage
Despite the chaos, stories of heroism, love, and perseverance shine through, inspiring readers with
tales of hope amid despair.

---

Key Characters and Their Evolution

While each novel introduces new characters, the series is distinguished by recurring family lines and
interconnected characters whose stories evolve across decades.

Notable Characters

Walter and Daisy Barton: Central figures in "Fall of Giants," representing the working class1.
and their involvement in WWI.

Grigori and Lev Peshkov: Russian siblings navigating the upheaval of the Russian Revolution.2.

Caroline and Lloyd Williams: Families affected by the Great Depression and WWII.3.

George and Carla Morgan: Characters in later novels, illustrating the Cold War era.4.

Their stories reflect broader historical themes and demonstrate how individual lives are intertwined
with global events.

---

Why the Series Appeals to Readers

The Ken Follett Century Series appeals to a diverse readership for several reasons:



Educational Value: The books provide detailed insights into major historical events, making
them a compelling way to learn about the 20th century.

Engaging Storytelling: Follett's narrative style combines suspense, romance, and drama,
keeping readers hooked.

Multigenerational Perspective: The series offers a unique view of history through the lens of
families and individuals.

Emotional Depth: Well-developed characters evoke empathy and emotional investment.

---

Reading Order and Recommendations

Though the series is best appreciated in chronological order, some readers prefer to start with the
most popular titles or the ones that appeal to their interests.

Suggested Reading Order

"Fall of Giants" (2010)1.

"Winter of the World" (2012)2.

"Edge of Eternity" (2014)3.

Starting with "Fall of Giants" allows readers to follow the chronological progression from the early
20th century onward. However, "Edge of Eternity" can also serve as an entry point, especially for
those interested in the Cold War years.

---

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

While the series has not yet been adapted into a full television or film saga, elements of Follett's
storytelling have influenced historical dramas and documentaries. His meticulous research and
compelling narratives have contributed to a broader appreciation for historical fiction.



Potential for Future Adaptations
Given the series' scope and popularity, there is considerable interest in adapting these novels into
screen productions. Fans eagerly await announcements regarding film or TV adaptations that could
bring these stories to a wider audience.

---

Conclusion

The Ken Follett Century Series stands as a monumental achievement in historical fiction, blending
meticulous research with engaging storytelling. Spanning over a century, it offers readers a
panoramic view of some of the most pivotal moments in human history, seen through the lives of
memorable characters. Whether you're a history enthusiast or a lover of compelling narratives, the
series provides both education and entertainment, making it a must-read for those interested in
understanding the complexities and resilience of humanity across generations. As Follett continues to
craft new stories within this universe, fans can look forward to more immersive journeys through the
tumultuous landscape of the 20th century.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Ken Follett Century Series?
The Ken Follett Century Series is a collection of historical novels by author Ken Follett that span the
20th century, exploring major historical events through interconnected stories across different
decades.

Which books are included in the Ken Follett Century Series?
The series primarily includes 'The Pillars of the Earth,' 'World Without End,' and 'A Column of Fire,'
though some lists also consider related works that explore similar historical themes.

In what order should I read the Ken Follett Century Series?
The recommended reading order is chronological by publication: 'The Pillars of the Earth' (1989),
'World Without End' (2007), and 'A Column of Fire' (2017).

Are the books in the Ken Follett Century Series
interconnected?
Yes, while each novel focuses on different characters and time periods, they are interconnected
through themes, locations, and sometimes overlapping characters, creating a cohesive narrative of
the 20th century.



What historical events are covered in the Ken Follett Century
Series?
The series covers major events such as the World Wars, the Cold War, the rise and fall of empires,
technological advancements, and significant social changes across the 20th century.

Is the Ken Follett Century Series suitable for readers new to
historical fiction?
Yes, the series is accessible to new readers of historical fiction, offering compelling storytelling
combined with detailed historical context, making it a good starting point.

Has Ken Follett announced any new books in the Century
Series?
As of October 2023, there has been no official announcement regarding new books in the Century
Series, but fans are eagerly awaiting potential future installments.

How do the themes in the Ken Follett Century Series reflect
modern issues?
The series explores themes like power, corruption, social justice, and technological change, which
resonate with contemporary issues, providing readers with historical perspectives on current
challenges.

Where can I find discussions and reviews about the Ken
Follett Century Series?
You can find discussions and reviews on platforms like Goodreads, Reddit, and literary blogs
dedicated to historical fiction, as well as book clubs and author interviews online.

Additional Resources
Ken Follett Century Series: An Epic Saga of Power, War, and Humanity

Ken Follett Century Series is a masterful collection of historical novels that transports readers across
the tumultuous 20th century. Spanning the two World Wars, the Cold War, and the dawn of the digital
age, these books weave intricate narratives filled with compelling characters, political intrigue, and
profound human drama. With meticulous research and a narrative style that balances detail and
accessibility, Follett has crafted a literary tapestry that offers both entertainment and insight into
some of the most pivotal moments in modern history. This article explores the series’ origins, themes,
major installments, and its enduring impact on readers worldwide.

---

Origins and Background of the Century Series



Ken Follett, renowned for his thrillers and historical novels, embarked on the Century Series as an
ambitious project to chronicle the 20th century. The series was conceived as a way to explore the
sweeping social, political, and technological changes that defined the era, using fictional characters
as lenses through which real-world events unfold.

Follett’s meticulous research and dedication to historical accuracy set the foundation for the series.
Drawing from extensive archives, interviews, and scholarly works, he aimed to create stories that are
both engaging and educational. The series was also driven by a desire to humanize history, giving
voice to ordinary people caught in extraordinary circumstances.

The series officially began with "The Century Trilogy", which spans three novels, each focusing on a
different generation and set against the backdrop of major global upheavals. Over time, Follett
expanded the scope, incorporating additional titles and interconnected stories that deepen the
reader’s understanding of the century’s complex tapestry.

---

Major Installments of the Series

The core of the Ken Follett Century Series comprises three primary books: "Fall of Giants" (2010),
"Winter of the World" (2012), and "Edge of Eternity" (2014). Each novel covers roughly two decades
of history, centered around a cast of characters from different nations and backgrounds.

1. Fall of Giants (2010)

Setting: Early 20th century, World War I era, beginning in 1911.

Plot Overview:
"Fall of Giants" introduces readers to a diverse array of characters from the United States, Britain,
Germany, and Russia. Their lives intertwine amid the upheavals leading up to and during World War I.
From a Welsh miner’s son to a Russian aristocrat’s daughter, Follett develops richly drawn characters
whose personal stories reflect the larger political chaos.

Themes Explored:
- Class struggles and social upheaval
- The impact of war on ordinary lives
- Political revolutions and shifts in power
- The emergence of modern warfare and technology

Significance:
This installment sets the stage for the series, illustrating how individual decisions and societal shifts
converge to shape history. Follett’s detailed depiction of the war’s origins and consequences offers
readers a nuanced understanding of a pivotal period.

2. Winter of the World (2012)

Setting: The 1930s and 1940s, encompassing the rise of fascism, the Great Depression, and World
War II.

Plot Overview:
Continuing the saga, "Winter of the World" follows the next generation of characters as they navigate



the tumult of the interwar years and the Second World War. From a German engineer involved in the
Nazi war machine to American activists fighting for civil rights, the novel portrays both the horrors
and heroism of the era.

Themes Explored:
- Totalitarianism and dictatorship
- The struggle for democracy and civil liberties
- War’s devastation and moral dilemmas
- Family loyalty and ideological conflicts

Significance:
This book vividly captures the ideological battles and personal sacrifices of the era, emphasizing how
history’s larger forces impact individual lives. Follett’s portrayal of the Holocaust, the Spanish Civil
War, and the rise of communism highlights the complex web of global conflicts.

3. Edge of Eternity (2014)

Setting: The 1960s through the 1980s, covering the Cold War, social revolutions, and technological
advances.

Plot Overview:
The final novel spans the decades of political upheaval, from the Vietnam War and civil rights
movements to the fall of the Berlin Wall and the advent of the digital age. Characters face moral
quandaries and personal transformations amid changing societal norms.

Themes Explored:
- Cold War tensions and nuclear threat
- Social justice movements
- Technological innovation and its societal impact
- Personal growth and reconciliation

Significance:
"Edge of Eternity" ties together the series’ overarching themes, illustrating how the legacies of the
past influence the present. It emphasizes the resilience of human spirit amid adversity and change.

---

Key Themes and Literary Significance

Ken Follett’s Century Series stands out for its thematic depth and narrative scope. Some recurring
themes include:

- The Power of Ordinary People: Despite grand historical events, the series highlights how everyday
individuals influence and are affected by history. Characters’ personal choices often have ripple
effects that shape the course of events.

- Conflict and Resolution: The series explores various forms of conflict—wars, ideological battles,
social upheavals—and their resolutions, emphasizing the complex interplay between violence,
diplomacy, and human resilience.

- Technological and Social Change: From the advent of airplanes and tanks to the rise of computers,



the series chronicles technological progress and its societal implications, illustrating how innovation
accelerates historical shifts.

- Class and Social Justice: Follett depicts ongoing struggles against inequality, highlighting how class
dynamics influence personal and political trajectories.

Literary Significance:
Follett’s storytelling combines thorough historical research with accessible prose, making complex
events comprehensible and engaging. His characters are multidimensional, embodying the virtues
and flaws of their times. The series is praised for its ability to educate without sacrificing
entertainment, appealing to both history buffs and casual readers.

---

Impact and Reception

The Ken Follett Century Series has garnered widespread acclaim for its ambitious scope and
compelling storytelling. Critics laud Follett’s ability to condense vast swaths of history into cohesive
narratives, making complex geopolitical events relatable through personal stories.

Readers appreciate the series’ depth, noting how it fosters a deeper understanding of the 20th
century’s challenges and triumphs. The books have been translated into numerous languages and
sold millions of copies worldwide, cementing Follett’s reputation as a master storyteller of historical
fiction.

Moreover, the series has inspired adaptations, including radio dramas and discussions on historical
themes, further cementing its cultural impact.

---

Beyond the Trilogy: Additional Works and Future Prospects

While the core of the Century Series comprises the three main novels, Follett has expressed interest
in expanding the saga or exploring related themes. Some readers speculate about potential future
installments that could cover the post-Cold War era or delve into the 21st-century digital revolution.

In addition, Follett’s other works complement the series’ themes, offering broader narratives set
against historical backdrops. His ability to blend fact and fiction ensures that readers remain engaged
and informed.

---

Conclusion: A Literary Monument to Modern History

The Ken Follett Century Series stands as a monumental achievement in historical fiction, blending
meticulous research with compelling storytelling. Through its interconnected narratives, the series
offers a panoramic view of the 20th century’s upheavals, innovations, and moments of human
courage.

For readers seeking an immersive experience that educates as it entertains, the series provides a
comprehensive and poignant journey through one of the most transformative periods in human



history. As history continues to unfold, Follett’s epic saga remains a vital reminder of our collective
past and the enduring resilience of the human spirit.
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