
graham greene end of the affair

graham greene end of the affair is an evocative phrase that brings to mind the profound themes of love,
betrayal, morality, and human fragility explored in Graham Greene's acclaimed novel, The End of the
Affair. Published in 1951, Greene’s work remains a cornerstone of 20th-century literature, celebrated for its
deep psychological insight and moral complexity. This article delves into the significance of The End of the
Affair, examining its plot, themes, characters, literary style, and its enduring impact on readers and critics
alike. Whether you are a literature enthusiast, a student, or a casual reader, understanding Greene's
masterpiece offers valuable insights into human nature and the art of storytelling.
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Overview of Graham Greene’s The End of the Affair

Graham Greene’s The End of the Affair is a poignant novel set in wartime London, primarily during the
early 1940s. It explores the tumultuous relationship between Maurice Bendrix, a novelist and atheist, and
Sarah Miles, a woman haunted by love and faith. The story is narrated by Bendrix, who struggles with
jealousy, obsession, and doubt after a sudden disappearance by Sarah. The novel intricately weaves themes
of love, faith, obsession, and the nature of truth, culminating in a powerful reflection on human
vulnerability and divine grace.

Key Points about The End of the Affair:
- Published in 1951 by Graham Greene
- Set during World War II in London
- Focuses on a love triangle involving Maurice Bendrix, Sarah Miles, and her husband, Henry
- Explores complex themes of faith, doubt, morality, and existential despair
- Known for its lyrical prose and psychological depth

---

Plot Summary

The narrative unfolds through the perspective of Maurice Bendrix, who recounts his tumultuous affair
with Sarah Miles. Their relationship begins clandestinely, with Bendrix obsessed by Sarah’s elusive nature.
When Sarah suddenly ends their affair, Bendrix becomes consumed by jealousy and suspicion, especially
after a near-fatal explosion during a bomb raid.

The story takes a profound turn when Bendrix hires a private investigator to uncover Sarah’s reasons for



ending their relationship. The investigation reveals that Sarah has become involved in a religious
conversion, finding solace in her faith and her church community. Her spiritual transformation is driven
by her love for Henry, Sarah’s husband, and her desire to atone for her past sins.

The novel culminates in a moral and philosophical confrontation about the nature of love, faith, and destiny.
Bendrix’s obsession begins to wane as he grapples with his own doubts about divine intervention and
human free will. The story ends with a surprising twist that challenges the reader’s understanding of love
and divine grace.

Major Plot Themes:
- The conflict between earthly love and spiritual salvation
- The ambiguity of truth and memory
- The power of faith to transform human lives
- The moral dilemmas faced by individuals in wartime

---

Major Themes in The End of the Affair

Graham Greene’s novel is rich with thematic content that invites deep reflection. Here are the most
prominent themes:

1. Love and Obsession
- The novel examines how love can become obsessive and destructive.
- Bendrix’s love for Sarah is intertwined with jealousy and possessiveness.
- Sarah’s love is portrayed as selfless, culminating in her spiritual devotion.

2. Faith and Doubt
- Greene explores the tension between atheism and religious belief.
- Sarah’s conversion signifies the power of faith to bring meaning and hope.
- Bendrix’s skepticism contrasts sharply with Sarah’s newfound spirituality.

3. Morality and Sin
- The novel questions moral judgments regarding love and fidelity.
- Sarah’s act of ending her affair is depicted as an act of moral awakening.
- Greene probes the idea that divine grace can forgive human imperfections.



4. The Nature of God and Divine Intervention
- The novel raises questions about whether miracles are real or a matter of perception.
- The mysterious phenomena experienced by Sarah suggest divine intervention.
- Greene portrays God as both inscrutable and compassionate.

5. Human Vulnerability and Mortality
- The wartime setting underscores the fragility of human life.
- Characters grapple with fear, loss, and the inevitability of death.
- The novel emphasizes the importance of spiritual resilience.

---

Characters in The End of the Affair

Understanding the novel’s characters is essential to appreciating its depth:

Maurice Bendrix
- A novelist and atheist
- Obsessive, jealous, yet deeply contemplative
- Embarks on a journey of spiritual awakening

Sarah Miles
- A woman torn between worldly love and spiritual faith
- Acts as a catalyst for Bendrix’s transformation
- Her faith and love are central to the novel’s moral inquiry

Henry Miles
- Sarah’s devoted husband
- Represents stability and traditional morality
- His love for Sarah contrasts with Bendrix’s obsession



The Priest (Nicolas)
- Offers spiritual guidance and insight
- Represents the moral and religious authority in the story
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Literary Style and Techniques

Graham Greene’s writing in The End of the Affair is characterized by its lyrical prose, psychological
insight, and moral complexity. Greene employs several literary techniques:

- First-person narration: Provides an intimate glimpse into Bendrix’s thoughts and feelings.
- Flashbacks: Juxtapose past and present, revealing character development.
- Symbolism: The rain, the fire, and the letter serve as symbols of renewal, destruction, and divine grace.
- Philosophical dialogue: Characters engage in conversations about faith, morality, and human nature.
- Ambiguity: Greene deliberately leaves certain events open to interpretation, enhancing the novel’s moral
complexity.

Notable Literary Devices:
- Use of imagery to evoke emotional responses
- Irony, especially in the novel’s ending
- Contrast between secular and religious perspectives
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Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Graham Greene’s The End of the Affair has been adapted into various media, reflecting its enduring
relevance:

- Film adaptations: The most notable are the 1955 film directed by Edward Dmytryk and the 1999
adaptation directed by Neil Jordan, both capturing the novel’s emotional intensity.
- Theatre: Stage versions have been produced worldwide, emphasizing the novel’s dramatic themes.
- Literary influence: Greene’s exploration of faith and morality has influenced countless writers and
thinkers.

Critical Reception:
- Praised for its psychological depth and moral ambiguity
- Considered one of Greene’s masterpieces and a significant work in modern literature



- Recognized for its exploration of complex human emotions and spiritual questions

---

Why The End of the Affair Remains Relevant Today

Despite being set during World War II, Greene’s novel resonates with contemporary audiences due to its
universal themes:

- The struggle between love and faith
- The search for meaning amid chaos and suffering
- The moral dilemmas faced in everyday life
- The exploration of human vulnerability and resilience

In an era of rapid technological change and shifting moral landscapes, Greene’s insights into human nature
continue to provide comfort and challenge.

---

Conclusion

Graham Greene’s The End of the Affair is a profound meditation on love, faith, and the human condition.
Its richly drawn characters, evocative language, and moral complexity make it a timeless work that invites
both emotional and philosophical reflection. Whether approached as a novel of wartime London or as a
universal story about the search for meaning, Greene’s masterpiece offers invaluable lessons on forgiveness,
doubt, and divine grace. For readers seeking a deeply human story that explores the fragile boundaries
between love and faith, The End of the Affair remains an essential read.

---
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By understanding the layers of Graham Greene’s The End of the Affair, readers can appreciate its enduring
power and continue to find relevance in its exploration of love, faith, and human imperfection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Graham Greene's 'The End of the Affair'?
The novel explores themes of love, obsession, faith, doubt, and the complexities of human relationships, set
against the backdrop of World War II London.

How does 'The End of the Affair' depict the conflict between faith and
doubt?
The story delves into the protagonist's struggles with religious faith and skepticism, portraying how love
and loss influence their spiritual beliefs and the characters' moral dilemmas.

Who are the main characters in 'The End of the Affair'?
The central characters include Maurice Bendrix, Sarah Miles, and Henry Miles, each representing different
facets of love, faith, and betrayal.

Has 'The End of the Affair' been adapted into other media?
Yes, the novel has been adapted into a film twice, notably in 1955 and a more recent adaptation in 2019
directed by Neil Jordan, bringing Greene's story to visual audiences.

What is the significance of the title 'The End of the Affair'?
The title signifies the conclusion of a passionate relationship and explores how love endures or fades over
time amid personal and spiritual crises.

How does Graham Greene's writing style influence the story's mood in



'The End of the Affair'?
Greene's use of introspective narration, realistic dialogue, and moral ambiguity creates a tense, reflective
atmosphere that underscores the novel's exploration of faith and human vulnerability.

What is the narrative perspective used in 'The End of the Affair'?
The story is primarily told from Maurice Bendrix's point of view, offering a deeply personal and subjective
account of the events and his inner conflicts.

Why is 'The End of the Affair' considered a significant work in Graham
Greene's bibliography?
It is regarded as one of Greene's major novels due to its profound exploration of faith, morality, and human
passion, exemplifying his skill in blending personal drama with spiritual inquiry.

Additional Resources
Graham Greene End of the Affair: Unraveling the Complexity of Love and Faith

Graham Greene End of the Affair remains one of the most compelling and introspective novels of the 20th
century, a literary work that explores the tumultuous intersection of love, faith, and human frailty.
Published in 1951, the novel is rooted in Greene’s own experiences and theological reflections, presenting a
narrative that is both intensely personal and universally relevant. This article offers a detailed examination
of Greene’s “End of the Affair,” exploring its themes, characters, narrative structure, and enduring
significance within the landscape of modern literature.

---

The Context of Graham Greene’s “End of the Affair”

Background and Literary Environment

Graham Greene, a novelist renowned for his moral complexity and keen psychological insight, wrote “The
End of the Affair” during a period of personal and spiritual upheaval. The novel was inspired by Greene’s
own experiences of love, loss, and spiritual questioning during the aftermath of World War II. Published in
1951, it arrived at a time when Europe was grappling with the scars of war and a reevaluation of moral and
religious values.

Greene’s literary style at this juncture was marked by a blending of classic storytelling with spiritual
introspection. His works often delved into the darker aspects of human nature, a characteristic that is
vividly evident in “End of the Affair.” The novel’s tone reflects Greene’s fascination with the ambiguity of



human motives and the elusive nature of truth.

Personal Influences and Biographical Elements

The autobiographical elements within “End of the Affair” are significant. Greene’s own struggles with faith
and his complex romantic relationships inform the novel’s nuanced portrayal of love and spirituality. The
protagonist, Maurice Bendrix, mirrors Greene’s own conflicted feelings about faith, doubt, and moral
ambiguity. The novel's themes of obsession, betrayal, and redemption echo Greene’s personal reflections
and intellectual pursuits.

---

Plot Overview and Narrative Structure

Summary of the Plot

At its core, “The End of the Affair” is a story about a clandestine love affair between Maurice Bendrix, a
novelist, and Sarah Miles, a married woman. Their relationship begins during World War II amid the chaos
and destruction of London bombings. The affair is marked by passion and secrecy, but it is ultimately short-
lived.

The narrative takes a complex turn when Bendrix survives a near-fatal injury, prompting him to
reevaluate his feelings and beliefs. As he searches for answers, he becomes obsessed with understanding
Sarah’s motives and the nature of her love for him. The story is narrated from Bendrix’s perspective,
allowing readers to delve deeply into his psyche and moral dilemmas.

The novel’s climax revolves around Sarah’s mysterious withdrawal from Bendrix and her attempt to find
spiritual peace through faith. Her decision to embrace Christianity and her subsequent death create a
poignant meditation on the redemptive and destructive powers of love and faith.

Narrative Techniques and Style

Greene’s storytelling employs a non-linear narrative, shifting between past and present to build suspense
and deepen character insights. His use of first-person narration from Bendrix’s perspective creates an
intimate and confessional tone, immersing readers in his inner conflicts.

The novel also employs religious symbolism and allegory, subtly weaving theological themes into the
fabric of the story. Greene’s prose is precise yet poetic, capturing the emotional intensity and moral
ambiguity that define his style.

---

Major Themes and Literary Analysis



Love and Obsession

One of the central themes of “End of the Affair” is the complicated nature of love. Greene presents love as
both transformative and destructive, capable of elevating individuals but also leading to obsession and
despair. Bendrix’s love for Sarah is intense but ultimately unfulfilled, illustrating the limits of human
desire.

The novel explores how love can be intertwined with guilt, jealousy, and spiritual longing. Bendrix’s
obsession with understanding Sarah and his inability to let go exemplify the destructive potential of
possessive love.

Faith, Doubt, and Redemption

Greene, a devout Catholic, imbues the novel with theological depth. The narrative grapples with questions
of faith—whether love can be divine, whether God’s existence can be proven, and how suffering fits into
divine plans.

Sarah’s conversion to Christianity and her acceptance of divine love serve as a form of spiritual redemption,
contrasting with Bendrix’s persistent doubt. The novel suggests that faith involves sacrifice and that true
love may require surrender.

Morality and Human Frailty

Greene’s characters are morally complex, often embodying conflicting impulses. Bendrix’s moral
ambiguity—his selfishness, jealousy, and vulnerability—makes him a relatable and multidimensional
character.

The novel challenges traditional notions of morality, emphasizing the gray areas of human behavior and
the importance of compassion and understanding.

---

Characters and Their Symbolism

Maurice Bendrix

The protagonist, a cynical yet deeply emotional writer, embodies Greene’s exploration of human doubt and
longing. His internal struggles symbolize the existential conflict between faith and doubt.

Sarah Miles

A woman torn between her love for Bendrix and her religious convictions, Sarah represents the moral and
spiritual tension that runs throughout the novel. Her journey from earthly love to divine faith underscores



the possibility of spiritual transcendence.

Henry Miles

Sarah’s husband, a devout and pragmatic man, symbolizes stability and conventional morality. His character
highlights the contrasts between worldly and spiritual love.

Sarah’s Voice and Inner Life

Throughout the novel, Sarah’s perspective is portrayed indirectly through Bendrix’s narration,
emphasizing her internal conflict and spiritual awakening. Her character embodies the possibility of
redemption through faith.

---

Theological and Philosophical Dimensions

The Role of Providence and Free Will

Greene’s narrative grapples with the tension between divine Providence and human free will. Sarah’s
conversion signifies surrender to divine will, while Bendrix’s skepticism highlights human independence
and doubt.

The Nature of Miracles and Divine Intervention

The novel subtly questions whether miracles are real or a manifestation of faith’s power. Greene suggests
that divine intervention is often hidden, requiring spiritual insight to recognize.

The Concept of Sacrifice

Sarah’s decision to accept divine love involves personal sacrifice, aligning with Catholic teachings. Greene
emphasizes that true love and faith often demand giving up worldly attachments.

---

Critical Reception and Legacy

Contemporary and Modern Criticism

Upon release, “End of the Affair” received widespread acclaim for its psychological depth and theological
insight. Critics praised Greene’s skillful blending of personal narrative and spiritual inquiry.

Over time, the novel has been recognized as a quintessential exploration of love’s complexities and the



human quest for meaning. Its nuanced characters and moral ambiguity continue to resonate with readers.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The novel has been adapted into various formats, including the acclaimed 1955 film directed by Edward
Dmytryk, and a 2019 BBC television adaptation. These adaptations highlight the story’s enduring relevance
and emotional power.

Greene’s “End of the Affair” has influenced countless writers and thinkers, contributing significantly to the
literary exploration of faith, love, and morality.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Graham Greene’s Masterpiece

Graham Greene end of the affair is more than just a story about love and betrayal; it is a profound
meditation on the human condition, faith, and the possibility of redemption. Greene’s mastery lies in his
ability to portray flawed, complex characters caught in moral dilemmas that mirror our own struggles with
love, doubt, and spirituality.

The novel’s exploration of the tension between earthly love and divine love, coupled with its introspective
narrative style, ensures its place as a cornerstone of modern Catholic literature. It challenges readers to
reflect on their own beliefs and desires, making it a timeless work that continues to inspire and provoke
thought.

As Greene himself suggested, the novel invites us to consider: Is love merely human, or does it hint at
something greater? The “end of the affair” may signify the dissolution of earthly love, but it also opens the
door to divine understanding—an invitation to seek faith amid doubt and despair.
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