ffg star wars edge of the empire

ffg star wars edge of the empire is a popular role-playing game (RPG) set within the expansive
and immersive Star Wars universe, offering players a unique experience of exploring the galaxy's
darker, grittier corners. Developed by Fantasy Flight Games (FFG), this tabletop RPG combines
storytelling, strategy, and character development to create an engaging adventure for Star Wars
enthusiasts and tabletop gamers alike. In this article, we will delve into the core aspects of FFG Star
Wars Edge of the Empire, including its gameplay mechanics, setting, character options, expansions,
and why it remains a favored choice among Star Wars role-playing fans.

Overview of FFG Star Wars Edge of the Empire

What Is Star Wars Edge of the Empire?

Star Wars Edge of the Empire is a tabletop role-playing game published by Fantasy Flight Games that
transports players to the fringe of the galaxy—areas that are often lawless, dangerous, and filled with
intrigue. Unlike the traditional Star Wars narratives centered around the Rebel Alliance or the Galactic
Empire, Edge of the Empire emphasizes the underworld, smuggling, bounty hunting, and survival in
hostile environments.

The game encourages players to create characters who are mercenaries, criminals, explorers, and
other fringe dwellers, navigating the perilous edges of civilization. This focus on the darker side of the
galaxy provides a fresh perspective and a more mature, gritty tone that appeals to a wide range of
players.

Core Mechanics and Gameplay

Storytelling and Role-Playing

At its heart, Edge of the Empire is a storytelling game. Players assume the roles of characters with
complex backgrounds, motivations, and goals. The Game Master (GM) orchestrates the story,
presenting challenges, NPCs, and environments that test the players' decision-making and problem-
solving skills.

The game emphasizes collaborative storytelling, with players shaping the narrative through their
choices, dice rolls, and character interactions. This dynamic allows for rich, immersive adventures
that can range from daring heists to dangerous exploration missions.

Dice System

One of the distinctive features of FFG Star Wars Edge of the Empire is its custom dice system, known
as the Narrative Dice System. This system uses specialized dice with symbols instead of numbers,



representing success, failure, advantages, threats, triumphs, and despairs.
The key dice types include:

e Boost Dice: Represent favorable circumstances or luck.

» Setback Dice: Indicate obstacles or setbacks.

» Ability Dice: Reflect a character's skill level.

 Difficulty Dice: Show the challenge's difficulty.

» Proficiency Dice: Denote expert skill or knowledge.

* Challenge Dice: Represent tough challenges or formidable opponents.

The combination of these dice allows for nuanced outcomes, where success or failure is not binary but
layered with additional context, such as advantages or setbacks that influence future events.

Setting and Themes

The Fringe of the Galaxy

Edge of the Empire is set in the Outer Rim Territories and other remote sectors of the Star Wars
galaxy. These areas are characterized by:

Lawlessness and an absence of central authority

Smuggling and black market activities

Dangerous environments like wastelands, asteroid fields, and uncharted planets

Factions such as crime syndicates, mercenaries, and local governments

This setting allows players to engage in stories that involve deceptions, alliances with unsavory
characters, and survival against all odds.

Thematic Focus

The game explores themes such as:
e Survival in hostile environments

e Morally ambiguous decision-making



e The underbelly of the galaxy's society
e Personal redemption and loyalty

¢ Risk and reward in dangerous endeavors

This thematic richness offers players the chance to craft complex characters and narratives that delve
into the gray areas of morality.

Character Creation and Progression

Character Types and Careers

Players can choose from a wide array of careers and specializations, each with unique skills and
abilities. Common careers include:

e Smuggler

Hacker

Bounty Hunter

Scoundrel

Diplomat

Explorer

Within each career, characters can further specialize, developing skills in areas such as combat,
persuasion, technology, or stealth. This customization allows for diverse playstyles and character
backgrounds.

Attributes and Skills

Characters are defined by attributes such as:
e Brawn
e Agility
e Intellect

e Cunning



e Willpower

e Presence

Skills are linked to these attributes and determine a character's proficiency in specific tasks. As
characters gain experience, they can improve their skills and acquire new talents, making them more
effective in their chosen roles.

Expansions and Supplements

Official Expansions

FFG has released multiple expansions for Edge of the Empire, each adding new content, settings, and
gameplay options. Notable expansions include:

e Dangerous Covenants: Introduces new factions and moral dilemmas.
e Special Modifications: Focuses on customizing starships and equipment.
e Gangs of Coruscant: Explores criminal factions in the city-planet.

e Legacies: Adds legacy character options and storylines.

Supplemental Materials

Beyond core expansions, players can explore various sourcebooks, adventure modules, and
accessories that enrich gameplay. These materials often include:

e New species and character options
¢ Additional equipment and starship customization rules
e Pre-made adventures and campaigns

e Guides for creating immersive environments

Why Play FFG Star Wars Edge of the Empire?



Unique Focus on the Underworld

Unlike other Star Wars RPGs that often focus on heroic tales of rebellion or galactic wars, Edge of the
Empire offers a fresh perspective by emphasizing the gritty, dangerous fringes of the galaxy. This
focus appeals to players who enjoy morally complex stories and character-driven narratives.

Rich Customization and Flexibility

The game's mechanics allow for extensive character customization, from skill trees to starship
modifications, ensuring that each campaign can be tailored to the players’ preferences.

Community and Support

Since its release, Edge of the Empire has fostered a vibrant community of players and game masters
who share stories, homebrew content, and advice. The support from Fantasy Flight Games in terms of
official expansions and online resources keeps the game fresh and engaging.

Getting Started with Star Wars Edge of the Empire

Essential Materials
To begin playing, you'll need:

e Core Rulebook: Provides rules, setting, and character creation guidelines
e Dice Set: Custom dice designed for the game
e Character Sheets: Templates for tracking character stats and progress

e Adventure Modules or Campaign Ideas

Finding a Group

Playing tabletop RPGs is a social activity. Look for local game stores, online communities, or friends
interested in Star Wars and role-playing games. Many game masters host regular sessions, and online
platforms can facilitate remote play.

Conclusion

ffg star wars edge of the empire stands out as a compelling role-playing game that immerses players
in the shadowy corners of the Star Wars universe. Its innovative dice mechanics, rich setting, and
focus on morally complex characters make it a must-try for fans of tabletop gaming and Star Wars
lore. Whether you're seeking thrilling adventures, character-driven stories, or a different perspective



on the galaxy far, far away, Edge of the Empire offers an engaging and customizable experience that
continues to captivate audiences worldwide. With ongoing expansions and a dedicated community, it
remains a premier choice for exploring the dark and dangerous edges of the Star Wars universe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core premise of FFG's Star Wars: Edge of the
Empire?

Star Wars: Edge of the Empire focuses on the gritty, underworld aspects of the Star Wars universe,
allowing players to take on the roles of smugglers, bounty hunters, and other fringe characters
navigating the criminal and gray areas of the galaxy.

What are the main career options available in Edge of the
Empire?

The game offers careers such as Bounty Hunter, Smuggler, Hired Gun, and Outlaw Tech, each
providing unique skills and talents suited for different play styles and character development.

How does the 'Fate' system work in Edge of the Empire?

The game uses a custom dice system called the 'Fate' system, which involves positive, negative, and
wild dice to determine success, failure, and degrees of success, adding a narrative-driven element to
gameplay.

What are 'Spec' trees in Edge of the Empire?

Spec trees, or specializations, are skill trees that players can choose to customize their characters
further, unlocking unique talents and abilities that define their roles and play styles.

Are there any expansion books for Edge of the Empire?

Yes, there are several expansion books and supplements, such as 'Keep on the Shadowed Path' and
'Guns for Hire," which add new content, settings, gear, and story arcs to enrich gameplay.

Can Edge of the Empire be combined with other FFG Star
Wars RPG lines?

Yes, FFG's Star Wars RPG lines—Edge of the Empire, Age of Rebellion, and Force and Destiny—are
designed to be compatible, allowing players and game masters to blend elements across different
themes for a customized experience.

What makes Edge of the Empire popular among Star Wars



fans?

Its focus on the underworld and morally complex characters, combined with innovative dice
mechanics and deep customization options, offers a unique and immersive role-playing experience
that appeals to fans seeking a darker, more gritty side of Star Wars.

Additional Resources
FFG Star Wars Edge of the Empire: A Deep Dive into a Unique Role-Playing Experience

The FFG Star Wars Edge of the Empire role-playing game (RPG) stands out within the expansive
universe of Star Wars tabletop gaming, offering players a gritty, narrative-driven experience that
emphasizes the perilous and morally complex lives of those on the fringes of galactic society.
Published by Fantasy Flight Games (FFG), this game has garnered acclaim for its innovative
mechanics, compelling storytelling, and immersive setting, making it a favorite among Star Wars
enthusiasts and tabletop gamers alike. In this comprehensive review, we will explore the core
elements of Edge of the Empire, its gameplay mechanics, setting, and the reasons behind its enduring
popularity.

Introduction to Edge of the Empire

Overview and Origins

"Edge of the Empire" was released in 2013 as the first of a trilogy of standalone RPG core rulebooks,
followed by Age of Rebellion and Force and Destiny. Its primary focus is on the marginalized, often
criminal elements of the galaxy—smugglers, bounty hunters, explorers, and other fringe
dwellers—who operate outside the authority of the Empire or the Rebel Alliance. Unlike traditional
Star Wars RPGs that often emphasize heroism and epic battles, Edge of the Empire leans into the
darker, more nuanced aspects of galactic life, portraying the struggles and morally gray choices faced
by its characters.

Developed by Fantasy Flight Games, the game uses the Genesys rules system, a narrative-driven
framework designed to prioritize storytelling over rigid mechanics. This system allows players and
game masters (GMs) to craft rich, dynamic stories with a focus on character development and
thematic depth.

Core Mechanics and System Design



Genesys System: Narrative-Driven and Flexible

At the heart of Edge of the Empire is the Genesys system, an adaptable, dice-based mechanic that
emphasizes narrative outcomes. Unlike traditional RPGs that rely heavily on numerical stats and
deterministic success, Genesys uses custom six-sided dice with symbols representing success, failure,
advantage, threat, triumph, and despair. This symbolism allows for a more storytelling-oriented
approach, where each roll can influence the narrative in multiple ways beyond simple success or
failure.

Key features of the Genesys system include:

- Dice Pool Construction: Players combine different types of dice based on their character's skills,
talents, and circumstances to form a dice pool for each action.

- Symbolic Results: Successes and failures are augmented by advantages and threats, which can
introduce additional narrative elements or complications.

- Triumphs and Despairs: Critical successes or failures that can turn the tide of a scene or introduce
significant plot twists.

- Narrative Focus: The system encourages creative storytelling, with mechanics designed to reward
inventive role-playing and thematic consistency.

Character Creation and Customization

One of Edge of the Empire’s strengths is its robust character creation system, which emphasizes
player choice and diversity. Characters are built around three primary attributes:

- Brawn: Physical strength and endurance.
- Agility: Dexterity, reflexes, and coordination.
- Intellect: Knowledge and reasoning.

These attributes influence skill rolls and determine a character's proficiency in various areas. Players
select from a wide array of careers and specializations, each offering unique talents and abilities:

Sample Careers:
- Smuggler

- Scout

- Hired Gun

- Tech Specialist
- Doctor

Specializations further customize characters within their careers, unlocking specific talents that shape
their role in the narrative. Talents can grant mechanical advantages or introduce new storytelling
opportunities, allowing for highly personalized characters.



Setting and Themes

The Fringe of the Galaxy

Unlike the mainstream Star Wars tales centered around Jedi, Sith, and galactic conflicts, Edge of the
Empire immerses players into the underbelly of the galaxy. The setting is characterized by:

- Smuggling Rings and Black Markets: The game vividly depicts illegal trade networks and shadow
economies.

- Bounty Hunters and Mercenaries: Characters often operate as hired guns or independent operators
navigating dangerous territories.

- Exploration of Moral Ambiguity: Characters frequently face choices that challenge their ethics,
highlighting themes of survival, loyalty, and corruption.

- Diverse Locations: From bustling spaceports to remote asteroid fields, the game’s setting is richly
varied, emphasizing the unpredictability of life on the edge.

The tone is gritty, emphasizing danger, mistrust, and the constant threat of betrayal or violence. The
environment encourages creative storytelling, where resourcefulness and quick thinking are vital for
survival.

Storytelling and Campaign Style

Edge of the Empire is designed for campaigns that focus on personal stories, heists, or survival
adventures rather than large-scale galactic battles. GMs are encouraged to craft sessions that
highlight character backgrounds, moral dilemmas, and the unpredictable nature of life outside the
law.

Campaigns often involve:

- Smuggling Runs: Navigating customs, rival gangs, and Imperial patrols.

- Underworld Deals: Negotiating with crime lords or rogue factions.

- Mystery and Investigation: Uncovering secrets or pursuing elusive targets.

- Rescue Missions: Saving allies from dangerous situations.

The game’s emphasis on narrative flexibility allows GMs to tailor their campaigns to explore themes
like trust, betrayal, hope, and despair.

Gameplay Experience and Mechanics in Practice



Combat and Conflict Resolution

While Edge of the Empire does include combat, it is designed to be more tactical and narrative-driven
than traditional RPGs. Combat encounters are often dangerous and quick, emphasizing the perilous
nature of the characters’ lives. Mechanics like Cover, Environmental Hazards, and Interpersonal
Tensions add depth to engagements.

The dice system introduces an element of unpredictability—successes can be offset by threats,
meaning victory may come with consequences, such as injuries or complications. Conversely, failures
can sometimes be mitigated by advantages, leading to creative outcomes.

Skill Checks and Action Resolution

Most actions in the game are resolved through skill checks, where players roll their dice pools against
difficulty thresholds set by the GM. The combination of success/failure and advantage/threat allows
for nuanced outcomes. For example:

- A successful piloting check with advantages might mean not only escaping a pursuit but also subtly
damaging the enemy’s ship.

- A failed stealth check with threats could result in being spotted, with the threat indicating increased
alertness from enemies.

This layered approach encourages improvisation and storytelling, making each scene unpredictable
and engaging.

Advancement and Progression

Characters grow through experience points (XP), which can be spent on talents, new skills, or
improving attributes. The progression system rewards players for role-playing and successful
missions, emphasizing character development over pure mechanical optimization.

Strengths and Criticisms

Strengths of Edge of the Empire

- Narrative Depth: The game’s mechanics are designed to support storytelling, making each session
feel organic and personalized.

- Rich Setting: Its focus on the fringe elements expands the Star Wars universe, providing fresh
narrative angles.

- Character Diversity: Wide options for careers, specializations, and talents foster creative character



creation.
- Thematic Focus: Emphasizes moral ambiguity, survival, and gritty realism, appealing to players
seeking a different tone from traditional Star Wars stories.

Criticisms and Challenges

- Complexity for Beginners: The dice system, with its many symbols and mechanics, can be daunting
for new players or GMs unfamiliar with narrative RPGs.

- Pace of Play: Some players find the emphasis on storytelling and dice interpretation slows gameplay,
especially in combat-heavy scenarios.

- Limited Focus: The theme of the fringe may not appeal to players interested in Jedi, Sith, or galactic
politics, limiting the game’s scope.

Community and Support

Since its release, Edge of the Empire has fostered a vibrant community of players and GMs. Fantasy
Flight Games has released numerous supplements, adventures, and expansions that deepen the
setting, introduce new careers, and enhance gameplay options. Notable supplements include:

- Dangerous Covenants: Focuses on criminal organizations.
- Expanding the Galaxy: Adds new locations and plot hooks.
- Character Options: Provides additional talents and species.

Online forums, podcasts, and fan-created content further enrich the experience, allowing players to
share stories, house rules, and custom content.

Conclusion: Why Edge of the Empire Matters

The FFG Star Wars Edge of the Empire game is a landmark in narrative-driven tabletop RPGs, offering
a fresh perspective on the beloved universe. Its emphasis on storytelling, moral complexity, and
character customization make it a compelling choice for groups seeking an immersive, role-play-
centric experience. While its mechanics may present a learning curve for newcomers, the depth and
richness of the setting compensate with engaging gameplay and memorable stories.

In an era where the Star Wars franchise continues to expand across films, series, and media, Edge of
the Empire stands out as a testament to the versatility of the universe—showcasing the lives of the
galaxy’s underdogs, outlaws, and explorers. For those eager to craft their own stories on the edges of
the galaxy, this game offers an unparalleled platform for adventure, character development, and
thematic exploration.

Whether you're a seasoned RPG veteran or a Star Wars enthusiast looking to step into a
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