
book 2 of the wheel of time

Book 2 of the Wheel of Time is a pivotal installment in Robert Jordan’s epic
fantasy series, following the journey of diverse characters across a richly
constructed world. As the sequel to The Eye of the World, this book, titled
The Great Hunt, deepens the lore, expands character development, and
introduces critical plotlines that set the stage for the series' overarching
narrative. For fans and newcomers alike, understanding the significance of
this installment is essential to appreciating the depth and scope of the
Wheel of Time universe.

Overview of Book 2 of the Wheel of Time: The
Great Hunt

Book 2 of the Wheel of Time continues the story immediately after the events
of the first book. It follows the main characters as they pursue new goals,
confront emerging threats, and uncover deeper mysteries about the One Power,
the Dark One, and the history of their world. The novel is renowned for its
fast-paced action, intricate political intrigue, and the expansion of the
series’ mythos.

Plot Summary and Main Themes

Plot Summary
The narrative centers around the hunt for the Horn of Valere, a legendary
artifact capable of summoning dead heroes to fight against the Dark One. The
characters, including Rand al’Thor, Mat Cauthon, Perrin Aybara, Egwene
al’Vere, and Nynaeve al’Meara, embark on a perilous journey that takes them
across different regions of the continent.

Key plot points include:

Rand al’Thor grappling with his emerging identity as the Dragon Reborn.

Mat Cauthon’s encounter with the Seanchan, a mysterious and powerful
empire that plays a significant role in the series.

Perrin Aybara discovering his unique connection to wolves.

Egwene’s continued training and her evolving role as a leader among the
Aes Sedai-in-training.

The discovery of a dark conspiracy involving the Forsaken, powerful
servants of the Dark One.

The novel culminates in a dramatic confrontation where the characters recover
the Horn, but not without significant losses and revelations that shape their
futures.



Main Themes

Heroism and Destiny: The characters grapple with their roles and
responsibilities, often questioning their abilities and choices.

Good vs. Evil: The ongoing battle between the Light and the Shadow is
central, with increasing stakes.

Power and Corruption: The series explores how power can corrupt and the
importance of moral integrity.

Identity and Growth: Characters like Rand and Perrin undergo significant
personal development, confronting their inner fears and destinies.

Character Development in Book 2 of the Wheel of
Time

Rand al’Thor: From Farmer to Dragon
Rand’s journey in The Great Hunt is marked by internal conflict and external
challenges. As the Dragon Reborn, he faces increasing pressure to accept his
destiny while trying to maintain his humanity. His struggles with power,
leadership, and trust are central to the narrative.

Mat Cauthon: The Lucky Gambler
Mat’s escapades, especially his interactions with the Seanchan, highlight his
cunning and luck. His character begins to reveal deeper layers, hinting at
his future importance and unique abilities.

Perrin Aybara: The Wolfbrother
Perrin’s connection to wolves becomes more prominent, influencing his
perceptions and actions. His internal conflict between his human side and his
wolf instincts adds depth to his character.

Egwene al’Vere and Nynaeve al’Meara: The Aes Sedai-
in-Training
Both women continue their training, with Egwene developing her leadership
qualities and Nynaeve confronting her fears and doubts. Their evolving roles
foreshadow their future importance in the series.

The Setting and World-Building in Book 2 of the



Wheel of Time

Expanding the World
The Great Hunt takes readers to new locations, including the city of Falme
and the Seanchan homeland. These settings introduce new cultures, politics,
and magical practices, enriching the series’ universe.

Mythology and Lore
The book delves deeper into the history of the Wheel of Time, including the
legend of the Horn of Valere and the origins of the Forsaken. This lore
provides context for the ongoing conflict and the series’ mythic scope.

Critical Reception and Impact
The Great Hunt is widely regarded as a successful continuation of the series,
praised for its pacing, character development, and world-building. It
solidifies the series’ reputation as a cornerstone of epic fantasy and
attracts a broad readership.

Readers appreciate how the novel balances action with character-driven
storytelling, setting up complex storylines that unfold across subsequent
books.

Why Read Book 2 of the Wheel of Time?

Deeper immersion into the series’ universe: It expands the lore,
introduces new cultures, and enriches the overarching mythos.

Development of main characters: It offers insight into their growth,
motivations, and future roles.

Foundation for future books: The plotlines and mysteries introduced here
are essential for understanding later installments.

Engaging adventure and action: The novel’s pacing keeps readers hooked
with exciting sequences and suspenseful moments.

Conclusion
Book 2 of the Wheel of Time, The Great Hunt, is a crucial chapter in Robert
Jordan’s epic series. It combines intricate storytelling, compelling
characters, and a richly developed world to deliver an unforgettable fantasy
experience. Whether you are a seasoned fan or new to the series,
understanding the significance of this installment enhances your appreciation
of the series’ depth and complexity. Dive into The Great Hunt to discover why
the Wheel of Time remains a defining work in fantasy literature.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main plot developments in 'The Great
Hunt', Book 2 of The Wheel of Time?

In 'The Great Hunt', the story advances with Rand al'Thor and his friends
pursuing the stolen Horn of Valere, which is crucial for summoning legendary
heroes. The book introduces new characters like Min and Loial, explores the
growing threat of the Dark One's influence, and delves deeper into Rand's
awakening of his powers as the Dragon Reborn.

How does 'The Great Hunt' expand the world-building
of The Wheel of Time series?

The novel explores new locations such as the city of Fal Dara and the Shadar
Logoth ruins, deepens the lore surrounding the Aes Sedai and the White Tower,
and introduces the Seanchan, an imperial civilization with a unique culture
and their own approach to channeling the One Power, enriching the series'
expansive universe.

Which new characters are introduced in 'The Great
Hunt' and what roles do they play?

Key new characters include Min, a woman who can read a person's fortune and
plays a significant role in guiding Rand; Loial, a young Ogier who provides
wisdom and helps the group navigate their journey; and the Seanchan, whose
arrival introduces a new political and military threat to the world.

What are the major themes explored in 'The Great
Hunt'?

Themes include the struggle between good and evil, the importance of destiny
and choice, the growth of characters as they face challenges, and the
exploration of power and responsibility. The book also emphasizes loyalty,
sacrifice, and the emergence of heroes in times of crisis.

How does 'The Great Hunt' set the stage for future
books in The Wheel of Time series?

The novel introduces pivotal plot threads such as the hunt for the Horn of
Valere, the rising threat of the Shadow, the expansion of the political
landscape with the Seanchan, and Rand's increasing realization of his
identity as the Dragon Reborn. These elements lay the groundwork for the
series' overarching conflict and character arcs in subsequent books.

Additional Resources
The Great Leap Forward: An In-Depth Review of "The Great Hunt" (Book 2 of The
Wheel of Time)

"The Great Hunt," the second installment in Robert Jordan's epic fantasy
series The Wheel of Time, continues the sprawling saga with grandeur, depth,



and a meticulous expansion of its richly woven universe. Building upon the
foundations laid in The Eye of the World, this novel propels the narrative
forward with new characters, deeper lore, and intensified stakes. As a
pivotal entry in the series, "The Great Hunt" offers fans and newcomers alike
a compelling blend of adventure, mystery, and mythic resonance.

---

Overview of "The Great Hunt"

Published in 1990, The Great Hunt broadens the scope of the series
significantly. The story primarily follows Rand al’Thor, Mat Cauthon, Perrin
Aybara, Egwene al’Vere, and a host of new and returning characters. The plot
centers around the hunt for a legendary artifact—the Horn of Valere—that
holds the power to summon dead heroes of legend, and the subsequent quest to
retrieve it. Jordan masterfully intertwines multiple storylines, each layered
with political intrigue, personal growth, and mythic symbolism.

---

Plot Summary and Narrative Arc

The Central Quest: The Horn of Valere

At the heart of the novel lies the quest to recover the Horn of Valere, an
ancient relic with the power to summon the spirits of legendary heroes. The
Horn's importance is underscored by its potential to turn the tide in the
ongoing struggle against the Dark One's forces. The quest begins with the
theft of the Horn from Fal Dara, prompting a series of adventures across
various nations and terrains.

Character Journeys

- Rand al’Thor: Now aware of his identity as the Dragon Reborn, Rand begins
to grapple with newfound powers and responsibilities. His journey is as much
internal as external, facing the burden of destiny.
- Mat Cauthon: The mischievous gambler and trickster becomes more prominent
as he ventures into the dangerous world of the Seanchan and encounters the
mysterious foxhead medallion, which offers protection against the One Power.
- Perrin Aybara: His storyline deepens as he struggles with his werewolf-like
abilities and the responsibilities of leadership.
- Egwene al’Vere: Continuing her training as a Wisdom and Aes Sedai-in-
training, Egwene's character develops significantly, showcasing her
resilience and burgeoning power.

Subplots and Additional Threads

The novel also explores the political machinations within the White Tower,
the Seanchan invasion, and the mysterious Aiel warriors’ culture, enriching
the world-building and adding layers to the overarching plot.

---

Themes and Literary Elements

Heroism and Destiny

A recurring theme is the concept of heroism—not just in grand battles but in
personal sacrifice and moral choices. Jordan explores how individuals



confront their destinies amidst chaos and uncertainty.

Power and Corruption

The novel examines the corrupting influence of power, especially through
characters like Padan Fain and the Seanchan, who challenge notions of
morality and control.

Myth and Legend

Jordan weaves mythic symbolism throughout, elevating the story to a mythic
archetype. The Horn itself is a symbol of destiny and heroism, evoking
legendary traditions.

---

World-Building and Setting

Expanding the Wheel of Time Universe

The Great Hunt significantly expands Jordan’s universe, introducing new
nations, cultures, and histories, such as the Seanchan empire and the Aiel
Waste. Each locale is vividly described, immersing readers in a richly
detailed fantasy landscape.

Cultural Depth

Jordan’s depiction of different societies—ranging from the noble, secretive
Seanchan to the hardy, disciplined Aiel—adds authenticity and complexity.
This diversity enriches the narrative and invites exploration.

---

Character Development

One of Jordan’s strengths is his nuanced characterizations. In The Great
Hunt:

- Rand begins to display the internal conflict of wielding immense power
responsibly.
- Mat’s luck and cunning are tested, revealing his resourcefulness.
- Perrin’s internal struggle with his wolf-side is portrayed with
sensitivity.
- Egwene’s growth from a naive girl to a burgeoning leader is compelling.

The novel skillfully balances individual character arcs with the larger epic,
ensuring that character development remains central.

---

Writing Style and Pacing

Jordan’s prose is descriptive yet accessible, balancing detailed world-
building with brisk pacing. Action scenes are well-crafted, engaging, and
vivid, while moments of introspection add depth. The narrative moves swiftly,
though some readers may find the extensive descriptions of settings and lore
dense at times.

---



Strengths of "The Great Hunt"

- Rich World-Building: The novel introduces diverse cultures, histories, and
mythologies, creating an immersive universe.
- Deep Characterization: Well-developed characters with compelling arcs.
- Layered Plot: Multiple storylines interweave seamlessly, maintaining
suspense.
- Mythic Resonance: The novel elevates its fantasy elements through symbolism
and archetypes.
- Action and Adventure: Exciting sequences combined with strategic political
intrigue.

---

Potential Weaknesses and Criticisms

- Pacing Variance: Some sections, especially detailed descriptions of lore,
can slow down the narrative.
- Complexity: The multitude of characters and plotlines may overwhelm new
readers.
- Dialogue: Occasionally, dialogue can feel exposition-heavy or formal.
- Length: As with many epic fantasies, the book's length can be daunting for
some.

---

Pros and Cons Summary

Pros:

- Expansive and immersive world-building
- Strong character development
- Engaging and varied plotlines
- Rich mythological symbolism
- Exciting action sequences

Cons:

- Dense lore and detailed descriptions may be slow for some readers
- Multiple intersecting plotlines can be confusing initially
- Length might be intimidating for casual readers
- Formal dialogue in parts can feel stylized

---

Conclusion

The Great Hunt stands as a substantial and compelling continuation of The
Wheel of Time series. It effectively broadens the universe introduced in the
first book, deepening characters and introducing pivotal mythic elements that
define the series’ tone. While its density and length may challenge some
readers, the richness of its world and the complexity of its characters make
it a rewarding read for fans of epic fantasy.

For those who appreciate detailed lore, intricate plotting, and mythic
storytelling, The Great Hunt offers a captivating journey that expands
horizons and sets the stage for even greater adventures ahead. Its blend of
heroism, myth, and political intrigue cements its status as a cornerstone of
modern fantasy literature.



---

Final Thoughts

Whether you're a seasoned fan of the series or new to Jordan’s universe, The
Great Hunt provides a vital and exciting chapter in the unfolding story of
the Wheel of Time. Its blend of action, mythology, and character development
ensures that it remains a standout installment—worthy of its place in the
pantheon of epic fantasy classics.
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