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The Wainwright Pictorial Guides to the Lakeland Fells are a treasured collection of
walking guides that have captivated hikers, outdoor enthusiasts, and lovers of the Lake
District for decades. Authored by the legendary British explorer and artist Alfred
Wainwright, these guides offer a detailed and visually engaging exploration of the
stunning fells, valleys, and lakes of the Lake District in northwest England. Celebrated for
their meticulous detail, charming illustrations, and accessible language, Wainwright's
guides have become an essential resource for both casual walkers and serious hikers
eager to discover the natural beauty of this iconic landscape.

The Origins and Significance of Wainwright's Guides
Who Was Alfred Wainwright?

Alfred Wainwright (1907-1991) was a dedicated fell walker, artist, and author whose
passion for the Lake District transformed the way outdoor enthusiasts explore the region.
His background as a graphic artist and his deep love for the Lakeland landscape enabled
him to produce guides that are not only informative but also visually appealing.

The Creation of the Pictorial Guides

Wainwright’s journey to create the guides began in the mid-20th century. Starting with
sketches and notes, he meticulously documented every hill, valley, and footpath. His first
guide, Pictorial Guide to the Lakeland Fells, was published in 1955, covering the central
fells, and was followed by seven more volumes, each focusing on different parts of the
Lake District.

The guides were initially intended as a personal project but soon gained popularity among
walkers and tourists alike. Wainwright's distinctive hand-drawn maps, sketches, and clear
route descriptions set his work apart from other guidebooks, making his series a beloved
staple for outdoor exploration.

The Legacy and Impact

Wainwright’s guides have profoundly influenced outdoor literature and hillwalking in
Britain. They fostered a culture of independent exploration, emphasizing the importance of
understanding and appreciating the landscape. His detailed sketches and personal
anecdotes add a unique charm, inspiring countless walkers to venture into the Lakeland
fells with confidence and enthusiasm.



Overview of the Wainwright Pictorial Guides Series
The Seven Main Volumes

The original series comprises seven volumes, each dedicated to a specific region of the
Lake District:

. The Eastern Fells (1955)

. The Far Eastern Fells (1956)

. The Central Fells (1957)

. The Southern Fells (1958)

. The Western Fells (1959)

. The Northern Fells (1962)

. The Borrowdale, Buttermere and the Northern Fells (1962)
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Each volume contains detailed maps, route descriptions, and illustrations of the peaks,
paths, and features that define that region.

Additional Guides and Supplements
Beyond the main series, Wainwright also authored supplementary guides, including:

- The Outlying Fells of Lakeland (1974), focusing on lesser-known hills

- Wainwright's Favourite Lakeland Walks, compiling his personal favorite routes

- Pictorial guides to specific features, such as The Lakeland Mountain, Lake and River
series

Exploring the Lakeland Fells Through Wainwright’s Eyes
The Unique Style of Wainwright’s Pictorial Guides

Wainwright's guides are distinguished by their combination of detailed hand-drawn maps,
sketches, and narrative descriptions. His approach emphasizes:

- Clarity: Routes are described step-by-step, making navigation accessible even for
beginners.

- Visualization: Sketch maps and illustrations help readers visualize the terrain.

- Personal Touch: Wainwright’s anecdotes and observations add warmth and context.
- Focus on Landscape: The guides highlight not just summits but also the surrounding
scenery, geological features, and points of interest.

How to Use Wainwright’s Guides Effectively

To maximize the value of these guides, consider the following tips:

- Plan your route using the detailed maps provided in each volume.

- Read the accompanying descriptions to understand the terrain, difficulty, and points of

interest.
- Use the sketches and illustrations to get a sense of the landscape and key features.



- Combine multiple volumes if planning comprehensive exploration across different
regions.

- Respect the landscape by sticking to paths, following Leave No Trace principles, and
ensuring safety.

Popular Routes and Fells Featured in Wainwright’s Guides
Iconic Fells and Routes

Wainwright's guides cover numerous famous peaks and routes. Some of the most
celebrated include:

- Scafell Pike: England’s highest peak, detailed in the Southern Fells.

- Helvellyn: Known for the Striding Edge ridge, featured in the Eastern and Central Fells.
- Catbells: A popular and accessible fell near Keswick, highlighted in the Northern Fells.
- Skiddaw: One of the tallest mountains in the Lake District, described in the Northern
Fells guide.

- Buttermere and Derwentwater: Scenic lakes with surrounding fells, covered in the
Borrowdale volume.

Top Recommended Walks for Enthusiasts

- The Old Man of Coniston: A classic ascent with stunning views.

- Great Gable: The heart of the Western Fells, offering multiple routes.

- Helvellyn via Striding Edge: A thrilling ridge walk with panoramic vistas.

- Black Fell and Loughrigg Fell: For a gentle introduction with scenic views and ease of
access.

The Enduring Appeal of Wainwright’s Guides
Why Are They Still Relevant?

Despite being first published over six decades ago, Wainwright’s guides remain essential
for several reasons:

- Timeless accuracy: The routes and features described are still valid, with minimal
changes in the landscape.

- Cultural significance: They embody the spirit of British hillwalking and outdoor
exploration.

- Accessibility: Clear language and illustrations make them suitable for beginners and
experienced hikers alike.

- Collectibility: Many enthusiasts cherish owning original editions or beautifully curated
reprints.

Modern Adaptations and Resources

Today, many publishers have produced revised editions, combining Wainwright’s original



sketches and descriptions with modern mapping technology. Digital versions, smartphone
apps, and online forums also complement the traditional guides, offering updates and
community insights.

Tips for Navigating the Lake District Using Wainwright’s Guides

- Prepare thoroughly: Study the maps and descriptions before heading out.

- Carry physical copies: While digital tools are helpful, having a printed guide can be
invaluable in remote areas.

- Check weather conditions: The Lakeland Fells can be treacherous in bad weather.

- Start with accessible routes: Especially if new to hillwalking.

- Respect the environment: Stick to paths, avoid littering, and be considerate of local
wildlife and residents.

Conclusion

The Wainwright Pictorial Guides to the Lakeland Fells are more than just walking
manuals—they are a celebration of the Lake District’s natural beauty, a reflection of
Wainwright’s passion, and a timeless resource for adventurers. Whether you are seeking a
gentle lakeside stroll or a challenging ascent of a rugged peak, these guides provide the
inspiration, information, and confidence to explore the stunning landscapes that have
captivated generations. Embark on your journey with Wainwright as your guide, and
discover the magic of the Lakeland Fells for yourself.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Wainwright Pictorial Guides to the Lakeland
Fells?

The Wainwright Pictorial Guides are a series of detailed illustrated books by Alfred
Wainwright that describe and depict the various fells and mountains in the Lake District,
helping walkers and hikers navigate and appreciate the area.

How many volumes are included in the Wainwright
Pictorial Guides?

There are seven volumes in the Wainwright Pictorial Guides series, each focusing on
different regions of the Lake District, including the Eastern Fells, Western Fells, Southern
Fells, and others.

Are the Wainwright Pictorial Guides suitable for



beginners?

Yes, the guides are renowned for their detailed maps, clear descriptions, and illustrations,
making them accessible and useful for beginners and experienced hikers alike.

Where can I purchase the Wainwright Pictorial Guides?

They are available at bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and some outdoor and
hiking stores. Special editions and reprints are also available for collectors.

What makes the Wainwright Pictorial Guides different
from other Lakeland guides?

Wainwright's guides are celebrated for their detailed hand-drawn illustrations, personal
insights, and comprehensive coverage of the fell routes and points of interest, making
them both practical and charming.

Are the Wainwright Pictorial Guides still relevant for
modern hikers?

Absolutely; despite being published decades ago, the maps and descriptions remain highly
accurate, and the guides continue to be a trusted resource for navigating the Lakeland
Fells.

Can I use the Wainwright Pictorial Guides for planning
multi-day hikes?

Yes, the guides provide detailed routes, landmarks, and advice suitable for planning
longer hikes across the Lakeland Fells.

Are there digital versions of the Wainwright Pictorial
Guides available?

While originally published as print books, some digital versions and apps based on
Wainwright's guides are available, offering interactive maps and updated information.

What is the best way to use the Wainwright Pictorial
Guides during a hike?

Use them to familiarize yourself with the routes beforehand, carry the relevant volume
with you, and refer to the detailed maps and illustrations for navigation and to enhance
your experience.

Why are the Wainwright Pictorial Guides considered



iconic in Lakeland hiking culture?

Because of Alfred Wainwright's unique artistic style, personal storytelling, and thorough
coverage, these guides have become a beloved and enduring part of Lakeland hiking
heritage.

Additional Resources
Wainwright Pictorial Guides to the Lakeland Fells: An In-Depth Exploration

The Wainwright Pictorial Guides to the Lakeland Fells stand as a cornerstone in the canon
of British hillwalking literature. Authored by Alfred Wainwright, these meticulously
crafted volumes have transcended their original purpose as walking guides to become
cultural artifacts, collectible items, and sources of inspiration for generations of outdoor
enthusiasts. This article aims to provide a comprehensive review of the guides, delving
into their history, structure, artistic and cartographic qualities, influence on hillwalking
culture, and their enduring legacy within the context of outdoor literature.

Historical Context and Origins

The Birth of a Legend

Alfred Wainwright (1907-1991) was a British artist, author, and fellwalker whose love for
the Lake District was both personal and artistic. In the late 1950s, Wainwright embarked
on a project that would revolutionize the way walkers and tourists approached the
Lakeland fells: a series of detailed, hand-drawn pictorial guides. The initial goal was
simple yet ambitious—produce a comprehensive visual record of each fell, complete with
routes, descriptions, and illustrations.

The first volume, Pictorial Guide to the Lakeland Fells: The Eastern Fells, was published in
1955. Its success, both critically and commercially, prompted Wainwright to continue,
eventually producing seven volumes that cover all the major Lakeland ranges. These
guides were initially self-published by Wainwright, reflecting a personal dedication to his
craft before being taken on by publishers like Michael Joseph.

Context within Post-War Britain

The post-war period in Britain saw a renewed interest in outdoor pursuits, partly driven by
a desire for national rejuvenation and the therapeutic benefits of nature. Wainwright’s
guides emerged at this cultural crossroads, providing accessible routes and a detailed
visual portrayal of the Lake District’s landscape. Their popularity reflected a broader



societal appreciation for the countryside, which was further amplified by the rise of leisure
walking and outdoor tourism.

Structural and Artistic Features of the Guides

Format and Content

Each volume is organized systematically, often covering a specific geographical area or
mountain range within the Lakeland Fells. The structure typically includes:

- Introduction and overview: Historical and geographical context.

- Lists of peaks and features: Including heights and classifications.

- Walking routes: Detailed itineraries with step-by-step instructions.

- Maps and sketches: Hand-drawn, highly detailed illustrations.

- Descriptions: Personal observations, historical anecdotes, and practical tips.

The guides are notable for their blend of technical detail and poetic storytelling, making
them both practical manuals and literary works.

The Artistic Approach: Hand-Drawn Illustrations

Perhaps the most distinctive feature of the Wainwright guides is their use of hand-drawn
illustrations. Wainwright’s artistry is characterized by:

- Clarity and precision: Each sketch captures the essential topographical features.

- Expressive style: The drawings are not overly stylized but serve to evoke the character of
the terrain.

- Use of shading and line work: To depict elevation, vegetation, and other landscape
features.

- Inclusion of small details: Such as cairns, shelters, and notable landmarks.

These illustrations serve not only as navigational aids but also as artistic representations
that imbue the guides with a unique visual identity.

Mapping and Navigation

While Wainwright’s maps are not to be confused with modern Ordnance Survey charts,
they are invaluable for outdoor navigation within the context of the guides. Their features
include:

- Simplified topography: Emphasizing key ridges, valleys, and peaks.



- Route markings: Clear indications of paths and waypoints.
- Orientation and scale: Designed for practical use during walks.

The maps complement the textual descriptions, creating a holistic navigational experience
rooted in Wainwright’s personal sense of the landscape.

Content Analysis: Coverage and Scope

The Seven Volumes and Their Focus Areas

The original seven volumes, often called the "Pictorial Guides," cover the entire Lake
District, with each volume focusing on specific areas:

. The Eastern Fells - Including Helvellyn and Stybarrow Dodd.

. The Far Eastern Fells - Featuring Ullswater and surrounding peaks.
. The Central Fells - Covering Keswick and Skiddaw.

. The Southern Fells - Including Scafell Pike and Great Gable.

. The Western Fells - Encompassing Buttermere and Ennerdale.

. The Northern Fells - Covering the Caldbeck Fells.

. The Howgill Fells - A smaller, more specialized volume.
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Each volume provides a detailed exploration of the terrain, integrating Wainwright's
personal experiences with practical advice.

Inclusion of Lesser-Known Fells and Features

While the guides are celebrated for their coverage of iconic peaks, Wainwright also
dedicated space to lesser-known fells, valleys, and historical sites. This inclusive approach
enriches the reader’s understanding of the landscape’s diversity, fostering an appreciation
for the broader ecological and cultural context.

Cultural and Historical Insights

Wainwright’s narrative is infused with local histories, folklore, and personal anecdotes.
This storytelling element transforms the guides from mere maps and route descriptions
into cultural chronicles, enhancing their educational value.



Influence and Legacy

Impact on Hillwalking and Outdoor Literature

The Wainwright guides have profoundly influenced British hillwalking culture. Their
detailed descriptions and illustrations have:

- Set a standard for outdoor guidebooks: Combining practical navigation with artistic
expression.

- Inspired a generation of walkers: Many hillwalkers cite Wainwright as their primary
inspiration.

- Contributed to the popularization of the Lake District: Making it accessible to a broad
audience.

Moreover, the guides helped foster a sense of personal connection with the landscape,
emphasizing exploration and discovery over mere achievement.

Collector’s Items and Cultural Artifacts

Beyond their practical use, the Wainwright guides are highly collectible. First editions,
signed copies, and vintage editions fetch significant interest among collectors. Their iconic
cover art and distinctive layout have also made them subjects of artistic homage and
reinterpretation.

Modern Reprints and Digital Adaptations

In recent decades, the guides have been reprinted multiple times, often with updated
maps and annotations. Digital versions and apps have sought to preserve Wainwright’s
legacy, though many purists argue that the original hand-drawn illustrations and personal
tone are irreplaceable.

Critical Perspectives and Limitations

While the guides are revered, some critics note limitations:

- Outdated routes and information: Since Wainwright’s time, landscape changes, footpath
modifications, and new access restrictions can render some directions obsolete.

- Lack of detailed topographical data: Compared to modern OS maps, Wainwright’s
sketches are less precise for navigation.

- Subjectivity: Wainwright’s personal biases influence route selections and descriptions.



Despite these criticisms, the guides remain invaluable as cultural and artistic documents.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the
Wainwright Guides

The Wainwright Pictorial Guides to the Lakeland Fells are much more than a collection of
route descriptions. They are a testament to one man’s passion for landscape, art, and
storytelling. Their unique blend of detailed illustrations, practical guidance, and narrative
richness has cemented their status as timeless classics in outdoor literature. For walkers,
artists, historians, and collectors alike, these guides continue to inspire exploration,
appreciation, and a profound connection to the Lake District’s rugged beauty.

Whether approached as a practical manual, a work of art, or a cultural artifact, the
Wainwright guides exemplify the enduring human desire to explore and understand the
landscapes we cherish. Their legacy endures not only in the countless walks they have
inspired but also in their role as a symbol of personal discovery and the poetic spirit of the
Lakeland fells.
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