the secret of convict lake

The secret of Convict Lake has fascinated visitors, historians, and adventurers for
generations. Nestled high in the Sierra Nevada mountains of California, this stunning
alpine lake is renowned not only for its breathtaking scenery but also for its mysterious
history and intriguing stories. While many know Convict Lake as a popular destination for
fishing, hiking, and camping, few are aware of the deeper secrets it holds beneath its
shimmering surface. In this article, we will explore the captivating history, the legends,
and the hidden truths that make Convict Lake one of California’s most enigmatic natural
wonders.

The History Behind Convict Lake

The Origin of the Name

The name “Convict Lake” originates from a dramatic event that took place in 1871. During
this period, a group of prisoners—convicts—escaped from the nearby Sierra Nevada
Penitentiary. These convicts, primarily inmates from San Quentin, made their way into the
rugged wilderness surrounding the lake. Their escape led to a tense manhunt, and the
lake’s name memorializes this dark chapter in local history.

The 1871 Prison Break and the Manhunt

The escape was one of the most significant in California history at the time. The convicts,
led by a notorious criminal, attempted to evade capture in the treacherous terrain of the
Sierra Nevada. Local residents and law enforcement launched a vigorous search, which
culminated in the capture or death of most of the escapees. The event left a lasting impact
on the community and contributed to the lake’s ominous reputation.

The Legend of the Lost Gold

Adding to the mystique of Convict Lake is the legend of hidden treasure. According to
local lore, some of the escaped convicts were carrying a stash of gold stolen from a nearby
bank. As they fled into the wilderness, they supposedly buried their loot in secret locations
around the lake, hoping to recover it later. Over the years, numerous treasure hunters
have attempted to find this hidden gold, but no definitive evidence has ever surfaced.

The Mysteries and Legends of Convict Lake



The Ghostly Apparitions and Unexplained Phenomena

Many visitors and locals have reported strange happenings around Convict Lake. These
include sightings of ghostly figures near the shoreline, unexplained noises, and sudden
drops in temperature. Some believe these phenomena are connected to the lake’s violent
past and the restless spirits of those who once escaped or perished in the area. While
skeptics attribute these stories to folklore and imagination, they add a layer of mystery
that intrigues many.

The Hidden Caves and Secret Tunnels

Another aspect of the lake’s secretive nature involves the numerous caves and tunnels
believed to exist beneath the surrounding mountains. Some explorers and spelunkers
claim to have discovered tunnels that could have served as secret escape routes or hiding
places for treasure. These caves are largely unexplored due to their remote location and
treacherous terrain, fueling speculation about what secrets they might conceal.

The True Nature of the Lake’s Depths

Despite its popularity, the depths of Convict Lake remain largely uncharted. Some believe
that the lake’s bottom holds more than just rocks and sediment—it may contain artifacts,
remnants of the gold treasure, or even the remains of past inhabitants or escapees.
Modern sonar and underwater exploration have yet to reveal all of the lake’s secrets,
leaving much to speculation.

Scientific and Geological Secrets of Convict Lake

The Formation of Convict Lake

Geologists have studied Convict Lake extensively, revealing that it is a glacially-carved
basin formed during the last Ice Age. The surrounding rugged cliffs and steep slopes
indicate a history of intense glacial activity. The lake’s clear waters and unique ecosystem
are direct results of this geological history, making it an important site for scientific
research.

The Ecosystem and Hidden Biological Secrets

Though often overshadowed by its history and legends, Convict Lake boasts a diverse
ecosystem. It is home to native fish species such as rainbow and brook trout, which thrive
in its cold, pristine waters. Some biologists speculate that the lake may harbor
undiscovered microbial life or unique aquatic species adapted to its high-altitude
environment. These biological secrets remain largely unexplored due to the lake’s remote
location.



Modern-Day Mysteries and the Lake’s Continuing
Allure

Unexplored Areas and Ongoing Excavations

Despite its popularity, many parts of Convict Lake and its surrounding area remain
inaccessible or unexplored. Archaeologists and treasure hunters occasionally conduct
excavations, hoping to uncover artifacts or hidden treasures. Some claim to have found
strange objects or carvings, but nothing has been conclusively proven to unlock the lake’s
deepest secrets.

The Cultural Significance and Folklore

Beyond its physical mysteries, Convict Lake holds cultural importance for local Native
American tribes. The Mono tribe, who inhabited the region long before European settlers
arrived, have stories and legends about the lake that speak of spiritual significance and
sacred sites. These stories add a spiritual dimension to the lake’s secrets, blending history,
legend, and cultural memory.

Preservation and the Future of Convict Lake’s Secrets

Today, efforts are underway to preserve Convict Lake’s natural beauty and historical
integrity. While some secrets remain hidden beneath its waters and in its caves, ongoing
research aims to uncover truths without disturbing the environment. The lake continues to
attract explorers, historians, and tourists eager to discover its secrets, ensuring that its
mysteries will remain a captivating part of California’s heritage.

Conclusion: The Enduring Mystery of Convict
Lake

The secret of Convict Lake is a tapestry woven from history, legend, geology, and cultural
stories. From its origins as a site of a daring prison escape to its legendary buried treasure
and unexplored depths, the lake embodies mystery and intrigue. Its ghost stories and
hidden caves continue to inspire adventurers and researchers alike. Whether as a natural
wonder or a historical enigma, Convict Lake remains one of California’s most captivating
secrets—an enduring testament to the allure of the unknown. As exploration continues and
stories are passed down through generations, the true secrets of Convict Lake may
someday be fully uncovered, but for now, it remains a mesmerizing mystery waiting to be
explored.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the historical significance of Convict Lake?

Convict Lake is historically significant because it was the site of a tragic 1871 escape
attempt by a group of prisoners from the nearby Nevada State Prison, which resulted in a
dramatic confrontation and the death of some inmates.

Why is Convict Lake called 'Convict Lake'?

The lake earned its name from the 1871 escape attempt by convicts, during which some
prisoners drowned while trying to flee across the lake, leading to its association with
convicts.

What are the popular activities at Convict Lake today?

Today, Convict Lake is popular for fishing, hiking, camping, and photography, attracting
outdoor enthusiasts seeking scenic mountain views and recreational opportunities.

Are there any ghost stories or legends associated with
Convict Lake?

Yes, local legends speak of ghostly apparitions and mysterious sounds believed to be
linked to the tragic convict escape, adding an air of mystery to the lake's history.

What types of fish can anglers find in Convict Lake?

Anglers can find species like rainbow trout, brown trout, and lake trout in Convict Lake,
making it a popular fishing destination.

When is the best time to visit Convict Lake?

The best time to visit is during late spring through early fall (May to October) when the
weather is favorable and outdoor activities are ideal.

Is Convict Lake accessible for all visitors?

Yes, Convict Lake has accessible trails and facilities suitable for most visitors, though
some areas may require moderate hiking skills.

Are there any conservation efforts in place to protect
Convict Lake?

Yes, various local and federal organizations work to preserve the natural environment of
Convict Lake, including habitat restoration and fishing regulations to ensure
sustainability.

Can visitors learn more about the convict escape story



at Convict Lake?

Yes, there are informational signs and local guides that share the history and stories
related to the 1871 convict escape attempt at Convict Lake.

What should visitors know before planning a trip to
Convict Lake?

Visitors should check weather conditions, prepare for outdoor activities, and respect the
natural environment and local history to ensure a safe and enjoyable visit.

Additional Resources

The Secret of Convict Lake: Unveiling the Mysteries of a California Landmark

Nestled amidst the rugged Sierra Nevada Mountains, Convict Lake has long captivated
visitors and history enthusiasts alike with its stunning scenery and intriguing past. Known
for its crystal-clear waters reflecting snow-capped peaks, the lake's natural beauty is only
rivaled by its enigmatic history — a story shrouded in mystery, tragedy, and legend. In this
article, we delve into the secret of Convict Lake, exploring its formation, the harrowing
story behind its name, and the enduring mysteries that continue to fascinate visitors
today.

The Origins of Convict Lake
Geographical Formation and Natural Beauty

Convict Lake is situated in Mono County, California, approximately 10 miles southwest of
the town of Mammoth Lakes. The lake covers roughly 400 acres and reaches depths of up
to 70 feet, creating a serene environment that draws anglers, hikers, and photographers
alike. Its pristine waters are fed by mountain runoff, and it is surrounded by towering cliffs
and dense forests, making it one of the most picturesque spots in the Sierra Nevada.

The Geological History

The formation of Convict Lake dates back thousands of years, shaped by glacial activity
during the last Ice Age. The glaciers carved out the basin that now holds the lake, and
over time, sediment and natural processes have maintained its clarity and ecological

richness. The surrounding terrain is part of the Sierra Nevada Batholith, composed of
granite and other igneous rocks, giving the area its rugged and dramatic appearance.

The Legend and History Behind the Name

The 1871 Convict Lake Tragedy



The name "Convict Lake" originates from a tragic event that unfolded in the early 1870s
involving a group of escaped convicts. In 1871, a band of prisoners from the nearby Sierra
Nevada Penitentiary escaped during a transfer. Among them was a particularly notorious
inmate named Harry Morse, who had been convicted of multiple crimes, including robbery
and assault.

While attempting to evade capture, the escapees crossed the rugged terrain surrounding
what is now Convict Lake. A posse was formed to hunt them down, leading to a tense and
deadly confrontation near the lake. During the pursuit, several of the escapees were killed,
and others were captured or fled into the wilderness. The incident was widely reported in
local newspapers and left a lasting impression on the region.

The "Convict" Moniker

The name "Convict Lake" was officially adopted due to this event, serving as a stark
reminder of the tragic confrontation. Over time, the story grew into local legend, with
some tales suggesting that the spirits of the convicts still linger around the lake, adding to
its mystique.

The Mysteries and Secrets of Convict Lake
Unexplained Phenomena and Legends

Beyond its historical tragedy, Convict Lake is rife with stories of unexplained phenomena
that have puzzled visitors and researchers:

- Strange Noises and Apparitions: Some hikers and campers report hearing unexplained
noises near the shoreline—whispering voices, footsteps, or sudden sounds that seem out of
place. Occasionally, ghostly apparitions are said to appear, adding an eerie aura to the
lake.

- Unexplained Lights: Nighttime visitors sometimes report seeing mysterious lights
dancing over the water or flickering along the surrounding cliffs. These sightings have
spurred numerous theories, from natural geological phenomena to supernatural activity.

- Hidden Secrets Beneath the Water: Local legend suggests that the lake might conceal
relics or remains from the 1871 incident, or perhaps even earlier indigenous artifacts.
Divers and explorers have occasionally attempted to investigate the depths, but the lake's
clarity and depth make exploration challenging.

Theories and Explanations

- Natural Explanations: Many skeptics attribute these phenomena to natural causes such
as seismic activity, reflections, or atmospheric conditions that create optical illusions. The
Sierra Nevada’s geology is complex, and natural light phenomena like ball lightning or
bioluminescence could explain some sightings.

- Supernatural Interpretations: For those inclined toward the paranormal, the stories of
spirits and apparitions are seen as residual energy from the violent history, or perhaps as



restless spirits tied to the tragic events of the 1871 incident.

- Ancient Indigenous Presence: Before the arrival of European settlers and convicts, the
area was inhabited by Paiute and Washoe tribes. Some believe that indigenous spirits still
watch over the land, adding a spiritual dimension to the lake’s mysteries.

The Cultural and Environmental Significance
Conservation and Recreation

Today, Convict Lake is a designated national forest area, managed by the U.S. Forest
Service. It is a popular destination for:

- Fishing: Known for its trophy-sized trout, the lake attracts anglers from across the
country.

- Hiking and Camping: Several trails lead around the lake and into the surrounding
wilderness, offering breathtaking views and opportunities for wildlife observation.

- Photography and Sightseeing: The dramatic scenery makes it a favorite spot for
photographers seeking iconic Sierra Nevada landscapes.

Ecological Importance

The lake plays a vital role in the local ecosystem, supporting diverse flora and fauna. Its
waters sustain fish populations, including rainbow and brown trout, while the surrounding
forests provide habitat for deer, bears, and numerous bird species.

The Ongoing Allure and Mystique
Why the Secret of Convict Lake Continues to Enchant

The enduring fascination with Convict Lake stems from its combination of natural beauty,
tragic history, and mysterious legends. Visitors often feel a sense of reverence and
curiosity, sensing that the lake holds stories that are waiting to be uncovered.

The stories of unexplained phenomena, ghostly sightings, and buried secrets keep the
local folklore alive, fueling speculation and adventure. Whether one believes in
supernatural forces or attributes the mysteries to natural causes, Convict Lake remains a
captivating symbol of California’s wild frontier.

Preserving the Legend

Efforts by local historians, paranormal investigators, and environmentalists aim to
preserve the lake’s history and natural beauty. Guided tours, storytelling events, and
conservation projects help keep the legend alive, ensuring that future generations can
experience both the stunning scenery and the intriguing secrets of Convict Lake.



Conclusion: Unlocking the Mysteries

The secret of Convict Lake lies not only in its breathtaking vistas but also in the stories
and legends that have grown around it. From the tragic events of the 1871 escape to the
unexplained phenomena reported over the years, the lake embodies the allure of the
unknown. Whether you're a history buff, a thrill-seeker, or simply a lover of nature,
Convict Lake offers a unique blend of beauty and mystery that continues to inspire
curiosity and wonder.

As you explore this remarkable corner of California, remember that beneath its tranquil

surface may lie stories waiting to be uncovered — stories that remind us of the complex
tapestry of history, nature, and the supernatural that makes Convict Lake truly legendary.

The Secret Of Convict Lake

the secret of convict lake: The Secret of Convict Lake Oscar Saul, Michael Gordon, 1951

the secret of convict lake: The Quick, the Dead and the Revived Joseph Maddrey, 2016-06-22
For well more than a century, Western films have embodied the United States' most fundamental
doctrine--expansionism--and depicted, in a uniquely American way, the archetypal battle between
good and evil. Westerns also depict a country defined and re-defined by complex crises. World War
I transformed the genre as well as the nation's identity. Since then, Hollywood filmmakers have
been fighting America's ideological wars onscreen by translating modern-day politics into the
timeless mythology of the Old West. This book surveys the most iconic and influential Westerns,
examines Hollywood stars and their political stripes and reveals the familiar Western tropes--which
became elements in popular action, science fiction and horror films. This then sets the stage for the
Western revival of the 1990s and a period of reinvention in the 21st century. Instructors considering
this book for use in a course may request an examination copy here.

the secret of convict lake: In Search of Western Movie Sites Carlo Gaberscek, Kenny Stier,
2014 In Search of Western Movie Sites is a compilation of 64 articles written for the bi-monthly
newsletter Western Clippings by Carlo Gaberscek and Kenny Stier. They are profoundly convinced of
the fundamental importance of landscapes and natural exteriors in westerns. These articles are
listed regionally, starting with the Southwestern states (Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, and
Nevada), progressing to California, the Northwest, Midwest, and Southern states, followed by
Canada, and finishing with Mexico. They focus on the making of both A and B-westerns in a single
state or a specific area of a state, and contain selected filmographies and detailed information on the
locations. They envision a vast atlas of western cinema, a map of both real and imagined places
constructed by Hollywood. This book, which includes over 200 stills and photos taken on location, is
a guide to thousands of western film locations.

the secret of convict lake: Jesse James and the Movies Johnny D. Boggs, 2014-01-10 This
illustrated filmography analyzes the plots and players of the more than forty motion pictures about
the legendary Missouri outlaw Jesse James (1847-1882), from the silent era to the 21st century.
Among the films and actors covered are Jesse James (1939) with Tyrone Power, Kansas Raiders
(1950) with Audie Murphy, The Great Northfield Minnesota Raid (1972) with Robert Duvall, and The
Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford (2007) with Brad Pitt. Each evaluation
compares Hollywood's version of history to the hard facts. A brief biography of the outlaw provides
an overview of his life and career. Also examined are European films, made-for-television movies and
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continuing TV series that have featured episodes involving Jesse James.

the secret of convict lake: Zachary Scott Ronald L. Davis, 2009-09-28 Throughout the 1940s,
Zachary Scott (1914-1965) was the model for sophisticated, debonair villains in American film. His
best-known roles include a mysterious criminal in The Mask of Dimitrios and the indolent husband in
Mildred Pierce. He garnered further acclaim for his portrayal of villains in Her Kind of Man, Danger
Signal, and South of St. Louis. Although he earned critical praise for his performance as a heroic
tenant farmer in Jean Renoir's The Southerner, Scott never quite escaped typecasting. In Zachary
Scott: Hollywood's Sophisticated Cad, Ronald L. Davis writes an appealing biography of the film
star. Scott grew up in privileged circumstances—his father was a distinguished physician; his
grandfather was a pioneer cattle baron—and was expected to follow his father into medical practice.
Instead, Scott began to pursue a career in theater while studying at the University of Texas and
subsequently worked his way on a ship to England to pursue acting. Upon his return to America, he
began to look for work in New York. Excelling on stage and screen throughout the 1940s, Scott
seemed destined for stardom. By the end of 1950, however, he had suffered through a turbulent
divorce. A rafting accident left him badly shaken and clinically depressed. His frustration over his
roles mounted, and he began to drink heavily. He remarried and spent the rest of his career
concentrating on stage and television work. Although Scott continued to perform occasionally in
films, he never reclaimed the level of stardom that he had in the mid-1940s. To reconstruct Scott's
life, Davis uses interviews with Scott and colleagues and reviews, articles, and archival
correspondence from the Scott papers at the University of Texas and from the Warner Brothers
Archives. The result is a portrait of a talented actor who was rarely allowed to show his versatility on
the screen.

the secret of convict lake: Hellman in Hollywood Bernard F. Dick, 1982 Though Hellman is
best known for her work in theater and for her memoirs, much of her work has been adapted for
movies. She was deeply involved in writing film scripts and adapting the work of others to the
screen. Dick tells the history of Hellman's contributions to American film as a playwright,
screenwriter and adapter and analyses each play and its corresponding film to determine whether
the adaptation achieves as a film what the original achieved as literature. ISBN 0-8386-3140-1.

the secret of convict lake: Warrior Jim Hunt, Bob Risch, 2011-04-12 The incredible true story
of the WWII hero turned CIA assassin and Watergate burglar “reads like a top shelf action-adventure
novel” (New York Times-bestselling author David Hagberg). The press called him a “real-life James
Bond.” Fidel Castro called him “the most dangerous CIA agent.” History remembers him as a
Watergate burglar, yet the Watergate break-in was his least perilous mission. Frank Sturgis—using
more than thirty aliases and code names—trained guerrilla armies in twelve countries on three
continents and spearheaded assassination plots to overthrow foreign governments including those of
Cuba, Panama, Guatemala, the Dominican Republic, and Haiti. Warrior follows the
incredible-yet-true adventures of Sturgis, brought to life by his nephew, Jim Hunt, who lived with
Sturgis, and his co-writer, Bob Risch. Also included are never-before-seen personal photos of Sturgis
and his compatriots.

the secret of convict lake: America's Film Legacy, 2009-2010 Daniel Eagan, 2011-11-24
America's Film Legacy, 2009-2010 is a guide to the most significant films ever made in the United
States. Unlike opinionated Top 100 and arbitrary Best of lists, these are the real thing:
groundbreaking films that make up the backbone of American cinema. Each of the 50 newest titles
in the National Film Registry is covered in a detailed essay that includes cast, credits, and major
awards, as well as screening information and film stills. From well-known movies like The Muppet
Movie and Dog Day Afternoon, to more obscure films, like A Study in Reds and Hot Dogs for
Gauguin, Daniel Eagan's beautifully written and updated edition is for anyone who loves American
movies and who wants to learn more about them.

the secret of convict lake: Twentieth Century-Fox Aubrey Solomon, 1988-01-01 New in
Paperback! In 1935, two film production companies merged to form one of the most influential
corporations in the world-Twentieth Century-Fox. Here is the story of that dynamic company and of




the personalities who molded it over the past fifty years, from Darryl F. Zanuk to Barry Diller. Unlike
any previous volume on a film studio, this in-depth history is told from a corporate viewpoint,
covering the trends that influenced film-making, profit-making incentives, and the creative policies
resulting in films like The Grapes of Wrath, the Snake Pit, The Robe, Cleopatra, The Towering
Inferno, and Star Wars. The book spans the birth of the movies; the rise of the studio system; the
coming of sound; the Consent Decrees; the development of CinemaScope; the growth of independent
production; and the video revolution. The result is an inside view of how the studio operated, with
information never before published on the costs and grosses of films, as well as exclusive interviews
and memos. Available in paperback 2001. Cloth version previously published in 1988.

the secret of convict lake: ReFocus: The Films of Delmer Daves Matthew Carter,
2016-05-25 From Destination Tokyo (1943) to The Battle of the Villa Fiorita (1965), Delmer Daves
was responsible for a unique body of work, but few filmmakers have been as critically overlooked in
existing scholarly literature. Often regarded as an embodiment of the self-effacing craftsmanship of
classical and post-War Hollywood, films such as Broken Arrow (1950) and 3:10 to Yuma (1957)
reveal a filmmaker concerned with style as much as sociocultural significance. As the first
comprehensive study of Daves's career, this collection of essays seeks to deepen our understanding
of his work, and also to problematize existing conceptions of him as a competent, conventional and
even naive studio man.

the secret of convict lake: Ann Dvorak Christina Rice, 2013-11-14 The forgotten screen
legend who made Hollywood history by challenging the all-powerful studio system is revealed in this
first full-length biography. Seemingly destined for A-list fame, Ann Dvorak was touted as
“Hollywood’s New Cinderella” after film mogul Howard Hughes cast her in the 1932 gangster film
Scarface. But Dvorak’s journey to superstardom was derailed when she walked out on her
contractual obligations to Warner Bros. for an extended honeymoon. Ann Dvorak: Hollywood’s
Forgotten Rebel explores the life and career of one of the first individuals who dared to challenge
the studio system. Dvorak reached her pinnacle during the early 1930s, when the film industry was
relatively uncensored and free to produce movies with more daring storylines. She played several
female leads in films including The Strange Love of Molly Louvain, Three on a Match, and Heat
Lightning, but after her walk-out, Warner Bros retaliated by casting her in less significant roles.
Following the casting conflicts and illness, Dvorak filed a lawsuit against the Warner Bros. studio,
setting a precedent for other stars who eventually followed suit. In this insightful memoir, Christina
Rice explores the spirited rebellion of a talented actress whose promising career fell victim to the
studio empire.

the secret of convict lake: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Canadian Male Film Actors Wikipedia
contributors,

the secret of convict lake: Gene Tierney Michelle Vogel, 2010-03-22 Called the most
beautiful woman in movie history, Gene Tierney starred in such 1940s classics as Laura, Leave Her
to Heaven and The Ghost and Mrs. Muir. Her on-screen presence and ability to transform into a
variety of characters made her a film legend. Her personal life was a whirlwind of romance (she
married a count, was engaged to a prince, and was courted by a future president) and tragedy (her
first daughter was born with severe retardation and Tierney herself struggled with mental illness).
After years of treatment, including electroshock therapy that erased portions of her life from her
memory, she triumphantly returned in one of the biggest comebacks in Hollywood history. This first
complete biography since the actress's death includes a foreword by her daughter, Christina Cassini,
an extensive filmography, and many rare photographs.

the secret of convict lake: 1950s American Style: A Reference Guide (soft cover) Daniel
Niemeyer, 2013 Facets of the Fifties. A reference guide to an iconic Decade of Movie Palaces,
Television, Classic Cars, Sports, Department Stores, Trains, Music, Food, Fashion and more

the secret of convict lake: A Woman's View Jeanine Basinger, 2013-09-04 Now, Voyager,
Stella Dallas, Leaver Her to Heaven, Imitation of Life, Mildred Pierce, Gilda...these are only a few of
the hundreds of “women’s films” that poured out of Hollywood during the thirties, forties, and fifties.



The films were widely disparate in subject, sentiment, and technique, they nonetheless shared one
dual purpose: to provide the audience (of women, primarily) with temporary liberation into a screen
dream—of romance, sexuality, luxury, suffering, or even wickedness—and then send it home
reminded of, reassured by, and resigned to the fact that no matter what else she might do, a
woman’s most important job was...to be a woman. Now, with boundless knowledge and infectious
enthusiasm, Jeanine Basinger illuminates the various surprising and subversive ways in which
women'’s films delivered their message. Basinger examines dozens of films, exploring the seemingly
intractable contradictions at the convoluted heart of the woman’s genre—among them, the dilemma
of the strong and glamorous woman who cedes her power when she feels it threatening her personal
happiness, and the self-abnegating woman whose selflessness is not always as “noble” as it appears.
Basinger looks at the stars who played these women and helps us understand the qualities—the right
off-screen personae, the right on-screen attitudes, the right faces—that made them personify the
woman'’s film and equipped them to make believable drama or comedy out of the crackpot plots, the
conflicting ideas, and the exaggerations of real behavior that characterize these movies. In each of
the films the author discusses—whether melodrama, screwball comedy, musical, film noir, western,
or biopic—a woman occupies the center of her particular universe. Her story—in its endless
variations of rags to riches, boy meets girl, battle of the sexes, mother love, doomed
romance—inevitably sends a highly potent mixed message: Yes, you women belong in your “proper
place” (that is, content with the Big Three of the women’s film world—men, marriage, and
motherhood), but meanwhile, and paradoxically, see what fun, glamour, and power you can enjoy
along the way. A Woman'’s View deepens our understanding of the times and circumstances and
attitudes out of which these movies were created.

the secret of convict lake: An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Women in Early American Films
Denise Lowe, 2014-01-27 Examine women’s contributions to filmin front of the camera and behind
it! An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Women in Early American Films: 1895-1930 is an A-to-Z reference
guide (illustrated with over 150 hard-to-find photographs!) that dispels the myth that men dominated
the film industry during its formative years. Denise Lowe, author of Women and American
Television: An Encyclopedia, presents a rich collection that profiles many of the women who were
crucial to the development of cinema as an industryand as an art form. Whether working behind the
scenes as producers or publicists, behind the cameras as writers, directors, or editors, or in front of
the lens as flappers, vamps, or serial queens, hundreds of women made profound and lasting
contributions to the evolution of the motion picture production. An Encyclopedic Dictionary of
Women in Early American Films: 1895-1930 gives you immediate access to the histories of many of
the women who pioneered the early days of cinemaon screen and off. The book chronicles the
well-known figures of the era, such as Alice Guy, Mary Pickford, and Francis Marion but gives equal
billing to those who worked in anonymity as the industry moved from the silent era into the age of
sound. Their individual stories of professional success and failure, artistic struggle and strife, and
personal triumph and tragedy fill in the plot points missing from the complete saga of Hollywood’s
beginnings. Pioneers of the motion picture business found in An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Women
in Early American Films include: Dorothy Arnzer, the first woman to join the Directors Guild of
America and the only female director to make a successful transition from silent films to sound Jane
Murfin, playwright and screenwriter who became supervisor of motion pictures at RKO Studios Gene
Gauntier, the actress and scenarist whose adaptation of Ben Hur for the Kalem Film Company led to
a landmark copyright infringement case Theda Bara, whose on-screen popularity virtually built Fox
Studios before typecasting and overexposure destroyed her career Madame Sul-Te-Wan, née Nellie
Conley, the first African-American actor or actress to sign a film contract and be a featured
performer Dorothy Davenport, who parlayed the publicity surrounding her actor-husband’s
drug-related death into a career as a producer of social reform melodramas Lois Weber, a
street-corner evangelist who became one of the best-known and highest-paid directors in Hollywood
Lina Basquette, the Screen Tragedy Girl who married and divorced studio mogul Sam Warner, led
The Hollywood Aristocrats Orchestra, claimed to have been a spy for the American Office of



Strategic Services during World War II, and became a renowned dog expert in her later years and
many more! An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Women in Early American Films: 1895-1930 also includes
comprehensive appendices of the WAMPAS Baby Stars, the silent stars remembered in the
Graumann Chinese Theater Forecourt of the Stars and those immortalized on the Hollywood Walk of
Stars. The book is invaluable as a resource for researchers, librarians, academics working in film,
popular culture, and women'’s history, and to anyone interested either professionally or casually in
the early days of Hollywood and the motion picture industry.

the secret of convict lake: Television Western Players, 1960-1975 Everett Aaker,
2017-06-08 This biographical encyclopedia covers every actor and actress who had a regular role in
a Western series on American television from 1960 through 1975, with analyses of key players. The
entries provide birth and death dates, family information, and accounts of each player's career, with
a cross-referenced videography. An appendix gives details about all Western series, network or
syndicated, 1960-1975. The book is fully indexed.

the secret of convict lake: Hearings [and Reports] 82d Congress, 1st Session United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Un-American Activities, 1951

the secret of convict lake: Edmond O'Brien Derek Sculthorpe, 2018-10-18 One of the most
versatile actors of his generation, Edmond O'Brien made a series of iconic noir films. From a man
reporting his own murder in D.O.A. (1949) to the conflicted title character in The Bigamist (1953),
he portrayed the confusion of the postwar Everyman. His memorable roles spanned genres from
Shakespeare to westerns and comedies--he also turned his hand to directing. He won the Academy
Award for Best Supporting Actor as the harassed press agent Oscar Muldoon in Joseph Mankiewicz's
bitter Cinderella fable The Barefoot Contessa (1954). This first in-depth study of O'Brien charts his
life and career from Broadway to Hollywood and to the rise of television, revealing a devoted family
man dedicated to his craft.

the secret of convict lake: Killer Tomatoes Ray Hagen, Laura Wagner, 2015-01-28 No
delicate ingenues, these. In the middle of the twentieth century, the Mary Pickfords of the movie
world were replaced by a different sort of woman--drop-dead gorgeous, witty, not afraid to speak
their minds, they could slay you with a look--and if that didn't work, look out for the pistol in the
garter. These ground-breaking actresses helped change the course of movie history, charting a path
for generations to come. These profiles of fifteen leading ladies--Lucille Ball, Lynn Bari, Joan
Blondell, Ann Dvorak, Gloria Grahame, Jean Hagen, Adele Jergens, Ida Lupino, Marilyn Maxwell,
Mercedes McCambridge, Jane Russell, Ann Sheridan, Barbara Stanwyck, Claire Trevor and Marie
Windsor--include overviews of their lives and careers, and excerpts from interviews. Five photos
supplement each profile. Jane Russell (one of the actresses profiled) provides a foreword.
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