
the princes in the tower solving history's greatest

cold case

the princes in the tower solving history's greatest cold case has long captivated historians, royal

enthusiasts, and conspiracy theorists alike. The mystery surrounding the disappearance of the two

young princes, Edward V and his brother Richard of Shrewsbury, has persisted for over five centuries,

fueling debates about royal succession, political intrigue, and possible foul play. Despite numerous

theories, the true fate of the princes remains one of the most enduring enigmas in English history. In

this comprehensive exploration, we delve into the historical context, examine the key evidence,

analyze prominent theories, and consider recent developments that may finally shed light on this

centuries-old cold case.

Historical Background: The Rise and Fall of the Princes

The Context of the Wars of the Roses

The princes' story unfolds amidst the chaos of the Wars of the Roses, a protracted civil conflict

between the rival houses of Lancaster and York. Edward IV’s ascension to the throne in 1461

temporarily stabilized the monarchy, but his death in 1483 plunged England into renewed turmoil.

Edward IV's son, Edward V, was only twelve years old at the time, and his right to the throne was

challenged by political rivals and factions seeking to control the royal succession.

King Edward IV’s Death and the Rise of Richard of Gloucester

Following Edward IV’s death in April 1483, the young prince was placed in the Tower of London under

the care of his uncle, Richard of Gloucester, who was named Lord Protector. Shortly thereafter,

Richard declared his intentions to protect the realm and swiftly moved to secure his own claim to the



throne. In June 1483, Richard was proclaimed king as Richard III, effectively usurping the throne from

his nephew.

The Disappearance of the Princes

The last confirmed sighting of the princes was in the Tower in the summer of 1483. They were last

seen alive in the Tower around July. Soon after their disappearance, rumors arose that they had been

murdered, possibly on the orders of Richard III. The young princes were never seen again, and their

fate became one of history’s greatest mysteries.

Key Evidence and Historical Records

Contemporary Accounts and Chronicles

Several medieval chronicles mention the disappearance of the princes, often implying foul play.

Notable sources include:

The Tudor historian Polydore Vergil, who suggested Richard III was responsible for their deaths.

Rival accounts that claim the princes were smuggled away or survived beyond the 15th century.

The Tower of London’s records, which note the princes’ imprisonment but provide little detail

about their fate.

Physical Evidence and Archaeological Discoveries

For centuries, no direct evidence existed regarding the princes’ remains. However:



In 1674, the discovery of two small coffins in the Tower was believed to contain the princes, but

their identities were never conclusively confirmed.

In 1933, a skeleton was found within the Tower’s chapel, thought to be that of a young child, but

without definitive proof.

Recent forensic advances have enabled DNA testing, leading to ongoing debates and

investigations.

Leading Theories About the Princes’ Fate

Richard III Killed the Princes

The most widely accepted theory among historians suggests that Richard III ordered the princes’

murder to secure his throne. This theory is supported by:

Contemporary accusations and chronicles blaming Richard III.

Historical bias, as Tudor writers portrayed Richard as a villain.

Absence of credible evidence that the princes survived.

However, critics argue there’s no definitive proof, and some suggest the princes may have been

hidden away or escaped.



The Princes Were Smothered or Died in the Tower

This theory posits that the princes were murdered in the Tower, possibly by order of Richard III or

others vying for power. The key points include:

Eyewitness accounts that suggest suspicious circumstances surrounding their disappearance.

The lack of any credible sightings or records of their survival.

Forensic evidence that points to the possibility of childhood death within the Tower.

The Princes Survived and Lived in Secret

Some alternative theories propose that the princes survived beyond the 15th century, possibly living in

hiding or exile. Supporters argue:

Historical rumors and legends of royal children surviving.

Claims of individuals who resembled the princes and were alleged to be their descendants.

Speculative stories in later centuries of sightings and escape narratives.

Most historians, however, regard these claims as lacking credible evidence.

Modern Investigations and Scientific Advances



DNA Analysis and Forensic Science

In recent decades, scientific techniques have revolutionized cold cases like this one. Notably:

In 2007, DNA testing was performed on remains believed to be those of the princes and on

living descendants of the royal family.

The results showed that the remains were not those of the princes, but they did confirm the

remains belonged to two children of similar age.

Ongoing research aims to identify the bones conclusively, possibly involving genetic analysis of

descendants or new archaeological discoveries.

Recent Discoveries and Future Prospects

Advances in archaeology and genetics continue to offer hope:

Excavations in the Tower and nearby sites may uncover new evidence.

Improved DNA comparison techniques could finally confirm or deny the identity of the remains.

Historical reinterpretations and new eyewitness accounts may also shed light on the mystery.

Impact of the Princes’ Disappearance on History



Shaping the Tudor Narrative

The disappearance of the princes became a pivotal element in Tudor propaganda, portraying Richard

III as a villain and justifying Henry Tudor’s rise to the throne in 1485. This narrative has influenced

perceptions of legitimacy and justice for centuries.

Influence on Royal Security and Succession Laws

The mystery highlighted the vulnerabilities in royal succession and led to reforms in royal security and

succession laws, emphasizing the importance of clear and secure lines of inheritance.

Cultural and Literary Legacy

The story of the princes has inspired countless works of literature, drama, and popular culture,

becoming a symbol of betrayal, innocence lost, and the enduring power of unresolved mysteries.

Conclusion: The Quest to Solve the Cold Case

Despite centuries of speculation, the fate of the princes in the Tower remains unresolved. While the

majority of historical evidence points toward their tragic demise, the lack of definitive proof leaves room

for alternative theories. Modern science continues to push the boundaries of possibility, offering hope

that someday, perhaps, the truth will finally emerge. Until then, the princes’ story endures as a

haunting reminder of political intrigue, royal tragedy, and the enduring quest for justice in history’s

greatest cold case.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who were the Princes in the Tower, and why are they considered

England's greatest cold case?

The Princes in the Tower were Edward V and his younger brother Richard, Duke of York, who

disappeared in 1483 during the Wars of the Roses. Their true fate remains a mystery, making it one of

history's greatest cold cases due to the lack of definitive evidence about what happened to them.

What are the leading theories about the fate of the Princes in the

Tower?

The most prominent theories suggest they were murdered, possibly on the orders of Richard III to

secure his throne, while others propose they were hidden for safety or that one or both survived.

However, no conclusive evidence has confirmed any theory, fueling ongoing debate.

How have modern forensic techniques contributed to solving the

mystery of the Princes in the Tower?

Advances such as DNA analysis, examination of remains, and historical research have been applied to

find evidence. Notably, DNA testing on a possible remains has provided clues, but definitive proof

linking any remains to the princes remains elusive, keeping the case open.

Why do historians still debate the guilt of Richard III regarding the

princes' disappearance?

Because contemporary sources are limited and often biased, and no direct evidence conclusively links

Richard III to their deaths. Some historians view him as a villain responsible for their murder, while

others see him as a victim of political propaganda, leading to ongoing debate.

What impact has the mystery of the Princes in the Tower had on



popular culture and historical narratives?

The case has inspired countless books, movies, and theories, cementing Richard III and the princes'

story as a captivating historical mystery. It continues to influence perceptions of medieval monarchy,

royal intrigue, and the complexities of historical truth versus legend.

Additional Resources

Princes in the Tower: Solving History’s Greatest Cold Case

The mystery surrounding the Princes in the Tower has captivated historians, conspiracy theorists, and

the general public for over five centuries. This enduring enigma, shrouded in political intrigue, royal

ambition, and tragic fate, continues to challenge experts seeking definitive answers. As one of history’s

most compelling cold cases, it demands a comprehensive examination of the available evidence,

prevailing theories, and modern investigative approaches. In this in-depth analysis, we will dissect the

case systematically, exploring the historical context, key players, archaeological findings, and

contemporary hypotheses to offer a nuanced perspective on this timeless puzzle.

---

Historical Context: England at the Turn of the 15th Century

Understanding the Princes in the Tower requires a grasp of the turbulent political landscape of late

15th-century England. The period was marked by dynastic conflicts, familial rivalries, and shifting

allegiances that ultimately culminated in the Wars of the Roses—a series of civil wars between the

houses of Lancaster and York.

Key Background Points:



- King Edward IV (reigned 1461–1470, 1471–1483): A Yorkist king who consolidated power but faced

ongoing threats to his reign.

- Prince Edward (the elder prince): The eldest son of Edward IV, born in 1461, heir apparent.

- Prince Richard (the younger prince): The second son, born in 1473.

- King Edward IV’s death (April 1483): Led to a succession crisis as Edward’s brother, Richard of

Gloucester, was appointed as Lord Protector for the young princes.

- The Princes’ disappearance (June 1483): The event that sparked the mystery—presumed to have

been murdered or hidden away.

The political upheaval following Edward IV’s death created a volatile environment where power

struggles and accusations of treachery thrived. The young princes, considered potential rivals to

Richard of Gloucester, became pawns in a deadly game of royal succession.

---

The Disappearance of the Princes: Timeline and Key Events

June 1483 marked the beginning of the princes’ mysterious absence from public view. The sequence

of events, as documented, is as follows:

- June 26, 1483: Edward IV’s sons are lodged in the Tower of London by their uncle, Richard of

Gloucester, who has declared himself King Richard III.

- Early July 1483: The princes are seen for the last time in public. Shortly thereafter, rumors circulate

that they have been murdered.

- Richard III’s Reign: The princes vanish from history, with no confirmed sighting after their initial

confinement.

Official Accounts and Contemporary Reports:

- The official narrative from Richard III’s reign claims the princes were placed in the Tower for



safekeeping and died of natural causes or illness.

- Rumors and accusations, however, suggest foul play—most notably, that Richard III had them

murdered to secure his throne.

The lack of concrete evidence and the political motives of all parties involved have made it impossible

to establish a definitive timeline or outcome.

---

Key Figures and Allegiances

Understanding the motivations of the principal figures involved is vital in unraveling the case.

Richard of Gloucester / King Richard III

- Position: Lord Protector and later King Richard III.

- Motivation: To secure his claim to the throne, eliminate potential rivals—namely, the princes.

- Alibi: His official account claims he intended to protect the princes, but many consider him the prime

suspect.

Elizabeth Woodville and Elizabeth of York

- Mother of the Princes: Elizabeth Woodville, Queen consort, and Elizabeth of York, the princess.

- Role: Their possible involvement remains speculative, though no concrete evidence supports direct

participation in any crime.

Other Notable Figures

- Henry Tudor: Later Henry VII, who claimed the throne after defeating Richard III at the Battle of

Bosworth Field in 1485. His victory was partially legitimized by the mysterious disappearance of the



princes.

- Tower of London Keepers and Servants: Their testimonies, or lack thereof, are crucial but often

inconsistent or lost to history.

---

Evidence and Investigations: The Cold Case Perspective

Given the centuries of silence and conflicting accounts, modern investigators have turned to various

methods to shed light on the mystery.

Documentary Evidence

- Contemporary Chronicles: Accounts by Sir Thomas More, Polydore Vergil, and others provide

narratives, but often contain biases or inaccuracies.

- Official Records: Lack of direct records detailing the princes’ deaths leaves much to inference.

Archaeological and Forensic Evidence

- The Skeletons in Westminster Abbey: In 1674, the bones of two children believed to be the princes

were discovered during renovations. They were reburied but were later lost or deteriorated.

- Recent Examinations: In 1933, some bones were examined, suggesting they belonged to young boys

of similar age, but no conclusive DNA testing was possible at the time.

- Modern DNA Analysis: Advances in forensic science offer the potential for conclusive identification

through mitochondrial DNA comparison with living descendants or maternal relatives.

Modern Projects and Theories

- The DNA Testing Project (2012): Efforts have been made to analyze the remains thought to be the

princes, but results remain inconclusive due to the absence of verified maternal relatives.



- The “Secret Chamber” Theory: Some believe the princes’ bodies were hidden away in secret

chambers within the Tower or elsewhere.

- The “Murder by Richard III” Theory: The most prevalent hypothesis suggests Richard III orchestrated

their murder to secure his throne, possibly in a cellar beneath the White Tower or in a nearby location.

---

The Leading Theories and Their Strengths & Weaknesses

The case remains unsolved, but several prominent theories have emerged:

1. The Murder Theory (Richard III as the Perpetrator)

Summary: Richard III ordered the princes’ execution to eliminate rivals.

Supporting Evidence:

- Motive of securing the throne.

- Contemporary accusations and suspicions.

- Absence of credible sightings or records after 1483.

Counterarguments:

- Lack of direct evidence linking Richard III to the crime.

- Some suggest other parties (e.g., Henry Tudor) could have been involved.

- The possibility that the princes died of natural causes or illness.

2. Accidental Death or Natural Causes

Summary: The princes died due to illness, neglect, or accident while confined.



Supporting Evidence:

- No definitive proof of murder.

- Poor conditions in the Tower could have led to disease.

Counterarguments:

- The sudden disappearance and lack of records of their deaths cast doubt.

- The high stakes made natural death less likely to be kept secret.

3. The Hidden or Secreted Away Theory

Summary: The princes survived in hiding or were secretly disposed of elsewhere.

Supporting Evidence:

- Some argue that evidence of their death is circumstantial.

- Speculations about secret chambers or alternative hiding places.

Counterarguments:

- No concrete proof of survival or secret chambers.

- Lack of any verified sightings or credible evidence post-1483.

4. The Posthumous Theories and Modern Reinterpretations

- Reburial and Relics: Some believe the bones found or lost are indeed the princes’, but without DNA

confirmation, certainty remains elusive.

- Historical Revisionism: Some propose that the princes may have survived or that their deaths were

fabrications or cover-ups.



---

Modern Investigative Tools and Future Directions

The advent of scientific techniques has revitalized efforts to resolve the case conclusively.

DNA Analysis and Forensic Science

- Potential for definitive identification: Comparing mitochondrial DNA from relics with living maternal

descendants could provide conclusive evidence.

- Challenges: The original remains are either lost or degraded; establishing verified maternal lines is

difficult.

Ground-Penetrating Radar and Archaeological Surveys

- Searching for secret chambers: Non-invasive methods could locate hidden spaces within the Tower

or other suspected sites.

Historical Re-examination and Digital Reconstruction

- Digital archives: New interpretations of old documents and records.

- Computer simulations: To model possible scenarios and assess plausibility.

---

Conclusion: The Legacy of the Princes’ Cold Case

Despite the passage of over 500 years, the mystery of the Princes in the Tower remains a defining



riddle of English history. The combination of limited physical evidence, biased contemporary accounts,

and the passage of time has made definitive answers elusive. Nonetheless, advancements in forensic

techniques, archaeological methods, and historical scholarship continue to offer hope that someday,

the truth may emerge.

Is the case truly unsolvable? While certainty remains out of reach, the accumulation of evidence and

modern investigative tools have transformed this historical cold case into a fascinating intersection of

history, science, and detective work. The Princes in the Tower serve as a poignant reminder of how

history often leaves us with more questions than answers—yet also inspires relentless inquiry and the

pursuit of truth.

---

In summary: The Princes in the Tower exemplify one of history’s most enduring mysteries. With every

new archaeological discovery or technological breakthrough, we inch closer to unveiling their fate, but

the full story continues to elude us. Whether they perished mysteriously, survived in secret, or their

deaths were part of a larger political conspiracy, their story remains a powerful symbol of the dangers

of power, betrayal, and the
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  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: The Princes in the Tower
Philippa Langley, 2023-11-19 In 1483, Edward V (age twelve) and his brother Richard, Duke of York
(age nine), disappeared from the Tower of London. History has judged they were murdered on the
orders of Richard III. This new book reveals the truth behind the greatest unsolved mystery in
English history. Philippa Langley took the world by storm when, against all the odds and after a
seven-year investigation, she discovered the grave of King Richard III (1452-1485) in a Leicester car
park. A king finally laid to rest, the rediscovery and reburial of Richard III was watched by a global
audience of over 366 million. Now, in The Princes in the Tower, Langley reveals the findings of a
remarkable new research initiative: The Missing Princes Project. In the summer of 1483, Edward V
(age 12) and his brother Richard Duke of York (age 9), disappeared from the Tower of London. For
over five hundred years, history has judged that they were murdered on the orders of their uncle,
Richard III. Following years of intensive research in British, American, and European archives,
Philippa has uncovered astonishing new archival discoveries that radically change what we know
about the fate of the princes in the Tower. Established by Langley in 2016, The Missing Princes

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-025/the-princes-in-the-tower-solving-history-s-greatest-cold-case.pdf
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Project employs the methods of a cold-case police inquiry. Using investigative methodology, it aims
to place this most enduring of mysteries under a forensic microscope for the very first time. In The
Princes in the Tower, Langley narrates the painstaking investigative work and research of the
project. By questioning received wisdom, she and her international team of researchers shed light
upon one of history's greatest miscarriages of justice, in turn revealing a surprising and phenomenal
untold story.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: PRINCES IN THE TOWER
PHILIPPA. LANGLEY, 2025
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: The Making of the Tudor
Dynasty: Classic Histories Series Ralph A. Griffiths, Roger S. Thomas, 2011-10-24 The peculiar
origins of the Tudor family and the improbable saga of their rise and fall and rise again in the
centuries before the Battle of Bosworth have been largely overlooked. Based on both published and
manuscript aources from Britain and France, The Making of the Tudor Dynasty sets the record
straight by providing the only coherant and authoritative account of the ancestors of the Tudor royal
family from their beginnings in North Wales at the start of the thirteenth century, through royal
English and French connections in the fifteenth century, to Henry Tudor's victory at Bosworth Field
in 1485.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: The Last Conquistador
Stuart Stirling, 1999-10-21 The Inca civilization of Peru was one of the gratest of the ancient
civilizations of the Americas. Famous for their massive temples and fortresses built from huge blocks
of stone and decorated with sheets of pure gold, the Incas also developed a system of government,
capable of holding a vast area of territory together, and an extensive system of roads, connecting
administrative centres, which acted as a means of colonization. Their religion of human sacrifice,
worshipping Inti, the Sun God, was forcibly imposed throughout the empire. The population in 1500
numbered between six and seven million, but in the 1530s the Spanish, led by conquistador Pizarro,
arrived in Peru. In their search for gold they devastated the Inca culture, destroying its treasures,
killing its leaders and bringing to an end the infrastructure of its empire. By the 1570s, native
American control in Peru had been completely lost and the civilization was no more. With Pizarro
came Mansio Serra de Leguizamon, who became the last of the Spanish conquistadors to die. This
book tells his story. After crossing the Atlantic when still in his teens, he played a central part in the
conquest of the Incas, survived imprisonment and torture, took an Inca princess as his lover,
abandoned his wife for the gaming tables of Lima, and spent the rest of his life in Peru. He died at
the age of 78, leaving a famous apology for the conquest in his will. This book takes this document
as its starting point, weaving a tale of the vicious subjugation of the Inca civilization.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: Lifeline Across the Sea
David L. Williams, 2015-07-06 The safe exchange of wounded or gravely ill prisoners of war,
'protected personnel' – medical staff and clergy – and diplomats, civilians and alien internees is a
little known dimension of the Second World War, yet it was highly dangerous work. Here, David L.
Williams tells the gripping story of some fifty mercy ships engaged in these repatriation voyages,
each of the exchanges arranged individually between Allied nations and the Axis belligerents,
through neutral intermediaries, and often conducted under the supervision of the International Red
Cross. Sailing alone and undefended through hostile waters, and conspicuously illuminated at night,
the ships were constantly in danger from submarine and aircraft, their safety depending totally on
the transmission and receipt of 'safe passage' commands to the armed units in their paths. However,
despite the risk of attack and severe loss of life, these exchange operations were essential for
providing a lifeline to thousands of people caught up in a cruel and brutal war.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: A Plain Cookery Book for the
Working Classes Charles Elme Francatelli, 2010-10-11 First published in 1852, Charles Elmé
Francatelli's A Plain Cookery Book for the Working Classes features 241 recipes suitable for small
budgets. From the simple art of boiling potatoes to the more advanced Pumpkin Porridge, each
recipe is described in detail by Francatelli to ensure a delicious dish every mealtime. With recipes



ranging from Sheep's Head Broth to A Pudding made of Small Birds, Francatelli ably instructs even
the most impoverished homemaker on how to prepare meals on a small budget. Accompanied by
contemporary advertisements, this collection intends that 'your families may be well fed, and your
homes made comfortable' with handy hints for meals and cures for common ailments.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: The Will to Survive Arthur
Godman, 2009-04-01 The compelling story of the life and conditions of prisoners of war working on
the Burma-Siam railway during World War II.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: When Giants Ruled the Sky
John J. Geoghegan, 2021-10-29 Almost everything you know about airships is wrong. Between 1917
and 1935, the US Navy poured tens of millions of dollars into their airship programme, building a
series of dirigibles each one more enormous than the last. These flying behemoths were to be the
future of long-distance transport, competing with trains and ocean liners to carry people, post and
cargo from country to country, and even across the sea. But by 1936 all these ambitious plans had
been scrapped. What happened? When Giants Ruled the Sky is the story of how the American rigid
airship came within a hair's breadth of dominating long-distance transportation. It is also the story
of four men whose courage and determination kept the programme going despite the obstacles
thrown in their way – until the Navy deliberately ignored a fatal design flaw, bringing the
programme crashing back to earth. The subsequent cover-up prevented the truth from being told for
more than eighty years. Now, for the first time, what really happened can be revealed.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: The Jewel of Knightsbridge
Robin Harrod, 2017-02-02 In 1836, Charles Henry Harrod found himself in a prison hulk awaiting
transportation to Tasmania for seven years' hard labour. He had been convicted at the Old Bailey of
receiving stolen goods, and this should have been the beginning of the end for his fledgling business
and his family. And yet, in miraculously escaping his fate and vowing to turn his back on crime, he
would become the much esteemed founder of the now legendary Harrods in London's fashionable
Knightsbridge district. Some years later Charles was succeeded by his son, who brought with him
the necessary energy and drive to take the shop from a successful local grocer's to a remarkable and
complex department store, patronised by the wealthy and famous. Robin Harrod's fascinating family
story reveals the previously unknown origins of the store, and follows its remarkable fortunes
through family scandal, the devastating fire of 1883 and its subsequent rise from the ashes, to the
end of the nineteenth century when its shares were floated on the stock exchange, thus completing
one of the most extraordinary comeback stories in the history of commerce.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: Poisonous Lies: The Croydon
Arsenic Mystery Diane Janes, 2010-01-12 In suburban Croydon over a period of ten months during
1928-9, three members of the same family died suddenly. A complex police investigation followed,
but no charges were ever brought and the mystery remains officially unsolved. In the eighty years
which followed, the finger of suspicion has been pointed at one member of the family after another:
now, using the original police files and other contemporary documents, Diane Janes meticulously
reconstructs these astonishing events and offers a new solution to an old murder mystery.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: The German Occupation of
the Channel Islands Charles Cruickshank, 2016-07-22 Charles Cruickshank provides a full account
of the German invasion, the subsequent landings of various British agents, raids and an attempt to
end the occupation using psychological warfare. He also looks at how the islanders and Wehrmacht
lived, the reality of collaboration with the occupying powers and the extent of support for the
Resistance.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: An Oxford Childhood Phyl
Surman, 2009-05-29 An Oxford Childhood is a personal reminiscence of growing up in Cowley,
Oxford in the 1920s. The author's detailed memories describe every aspect of life in the years
following the Great War. The clothes she wore, the furnishings of her parents' house and the food
they ate are graphically remembered. She describes the fun they had with a newly made rag rug,
trying to identify the pieces of old clothing that it was made from and remembers that on bath



nights, in front of the fire, mother covered the hearth with newspapers to prevent splashes staining
the black leading. She describes schooldays, shopping, street games, the 'cat's whisker' crystal set
and the arrival of Welsh miners who walked to Cowley from Wales to find work at the new Morris
Motor Works. This charming book is illustrated with drawings by Max Surman and some delightful
contemporary photographs.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: The Little Book of
Hogmanay Bob Pegg, 2013-09-01 Did You Know? No one knows the origin of the word Hogmanay.
Until late in the twentieth century, Hogmanay was celebrated on two distinct dates, twelve days
apart. On the island of Islay, it was a Hogmanay custom to predict who you would marry by throwing
fish at the wall. There is more to Hogmanay than fireworks – firstfooting, Guisers, thiggers, mass
ball games, clavies and the Dingwall Crate all feature within. Oh, and don't forget to look out for the
Trows! The Little Book of Hogmanay is a feast of information exploring the history, folklore, tales,
food, drink and traditions of Hogmanay, from its pagan roots to its celebratory present. Whether you
need a user's guide or an anthology of entertainment, The Little Book of Hogmanay will tell you all
you ever wanted to know about Scotland's most widely and wildly celebrated festival.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: Richard III: The Maligned
King Annette Carson, 2017-04-13 Richard III, King of England from 1483 to 1485, made good laws
that still protect ordinary people today. Yet history concentrates on the fictional hunchback as
depicted by Shakespeare: the wicked uncle who stole the throne and killed his nephews in the Tower
of London. Voices have protested during the intervening years, some of them eminent and scholarly,
urging a more reasoned view to replace the traditional black portrait. But historians, whether as
authors or presenters of popular TV history, still trot out the old pronouncements about ruthless
ambition, usurpation and murder. After centuries of misinformation, the truth about Richard III has
been overdue a fair hearing. Annette Carson seeks to redress the balance by examining the events of
his reign as they actually happened, based on reports in the original sources. She traces the actions
and activities of the principal characters, investigating facts and timelines revealed in documentary
evidence. She also dares to investigate areas where historians fear to tread, and raises some
controversial questions. In 2012 Carson was a member of Philippa Langley's Looking For Richard
Project, which provided important new answers from the DNA-confirmed discovery of the king's
remains. Her involvement in Langley's Missing Princes Project, with its international research
initiative on the 'princes in the Tower', has now informed her revelatory extra chapter.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: Truly Criminal Martin
Edwards, 2015-04-06 Truly Criminal showcases a group of highly regarded writers who all share a
special passion for crime, reflected in this superb collection of essays re-examining some of the most
notorious cases from British criminal history. Contributors are all members of the Crime Writers'
Association (CWA), including leading novelists Peter Lovesey, Andrew Taylor and Catherine Aird
(winner of the 2015 CWA Diamond Dagger). There is also a bonus essay by the late great Margery
Allingham about the controversial William Herbert Wallace case, which has only recently been
rediscovered. Among the real-life crimes explored in the book are the cases of some of the most
infamous killers in British history, including Samuel Herbert Dougal, the Moat Farm murderer;
George Joseph Smith, the 'brides in the bath' killer; and Catherine Foster, who murdered her
husband with poisoned dumplings. With a foreword by international best-selling author Peter James
and updated with a new introduction from Martin Edwards, this collection demonstrates the art of
'true crime' writing at its very best.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: The Little Book of Scotland
Geoff Holder, 2014-02-03 Did You Know? One of the biggest battles between the Scots and the
English was fought in France. The success of his first book of poems saved Robert Burns from
working on a slave plantation. Six craters on Mars are named after places in Scotland. The Little
Book of Scotland is a funny, fast-paced, fact-packed compendium of the sort of frivolous, fantastic or
simply strange information that no one will want to be without. Discover the most unusual crimes
and punishments, eccentric inhabitants, famous sons and daughters and literally hundreds of other



wacky facts. A reliable reference and quirky guide, this book can be dipped into time and tagain to
reveal something you never knew.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: D-Day: The First 72 Hours
William F Buckingham, 2004-05-01 The Allied invasion of occupied France began by delivering three
airborne and six infantry divisions onto a 60-mile stretch of the Normandy coast. Accomplishing this
involved over 1,200 transport aircraft, 450 gliders, 325 assorted warships and more than 4,000
landing vessels. The first 72 hours of the D-Day invasion were pivotal – from the initial airborne
landings in the early hours of Tuesday 6 June 1944 we follow the Allied attackers and their German
opponents hour-by-hour as they fought until fresh units began to take over from Thursday 8 June
1944. William F. Buckingham's astounding history finally lays to rest the myths surrounding the
Normandy invasion. He contradicts the popular perception that the American OMAHA landing force
suffered disproportionately. In fact, the fighting on the British and Canadian beaches (GOLD,
SWORD and JUNO) was no less intense, and the cost was much closer to that of OMAHA than is
commonly thought. The reality of D-Day was that a devastating number of men from all sides of the
Allied forces who landed on the beaches that day would never set foot on their native soil again.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: The Butcher of Poland Garry
O'Connor, 2013-11-01 The life of Bavarian Hans Frank, one of the ten war criminals hanged at
Nuremburg in 1946, has not received the full attention the world has given to other Nazi leaders. In
many ways, he warrants it more. His life symbolised Germany's hubristic and visionary ambition to
an alarming degree, much better than anyone else's, perhaps because he was an intellectual of the
highest calibre. An early supporter of the Nazi Party, Frank ultimately became Hitler's personal
lawyer and later served as Governor General of Poland during the Second World War. He was a
fervent advocate of Nazi racist ideology and became the primary – if not the archetypal – symbol of
evil, establishing a reign of terror against Polish civilians and becoming directly involved in the mass
murder of Jews. The Butcher of Poland is a harrowing account of Hans Frank, the man who
formalised the Nazi race laws.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: The Little Book of Limerick
Sharon Slater, 2013-11-01 Did You Know? At least 189,429 Limerick residents migrated from Ireland
between 1851 and 1911. A Limerick man, George Geary Bennis, saved the life of King Louis Phillipe
of France during a street fracas in 1848. For this he was awarded the title of 'Chevalier'. The last
Limerick woman hanged was Annie Walsh, who was executed on 5 August 1925 after being found
guilty of murdering her husband. In 1849 an Adare man called Hamilton attempted to assassinate
Queen Victoria. The Little Book of Limerick is a compendium of fascinating information about the
city and county, past and present. Here you will find out about Limerick's buildings and bridges,
crime and punishment, tragic accidents, and its famous (and occasionally infamous) men and
women. It covers not only the well-known aspects of Limerick's history but also focuses on the
details of the everyday man in the street, recording facts that could so easily have been forgotten. A
reliable reference book and a quirky guide, this can be dipped into time and again to reveal
something new about the people, the heritage, the secrets and the enduring fascination of this
ancient city and county. It is essential reading for visitors and locals alike.
  the princes in the tower solving history s greatest cold case: The Little Book of Cork
Kieran McCarthy, 2015-09-07 Did You Know? Cork's Lord Mayors still annually perform the
traditional 'Throwing the Dart' ceremony to signify their authority over the port and harbour. On the
corner of the Grand Parade and Tuckey Street, embedded into the pavement, is a cannon that was
reputedly used during the Siege of Cork. In November 1930 a world speed record was set by Joseph
S. Wright when he rode his motorcycle at 150mph up the Carrigrohane Straight Road in Cork. The
Little Book of Cork is a compendium of fascinating, obscure, strange and entertaining facts about
Cork City. Here you will find out about Cork's buildings and businesses, its proud sporting heritage,
its hidden corners and its famous (and occasionally infamous) men and women. Through its bustling
thoroughfares and down winding laneways, this book takes the reader on a journey through Cork
and its vibrant past, recalling the people and events that shaped this great city. A reliable reference



book and a quirky guide, this can be dipped into time and again to reveal something new about the
people, the heritage and the secrets of Cork.
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