
little mermaid original story
little mermaid original story The tale of the Little Mermaid has captivated audiences for
generations, inspiring countless adaptations, movies, and merchandise. However, the original story,
penned by Danish author Hans Christian Andersen in 1837, is a profound and poignant fairy tale
that delves into themes of love, sacrifice, identity, and longing. Unlike the often sanitized versions
popularized by modern media, Andersen’s original narrative presents a bittersweet and thought-
provoking exploration of the mermaid’s journey from the depths of the ocean to the human world.

---

The Origins of the Little Mermaid Story

Hans Christian Andersen: The Author Behind the Tale
Hans Christian Andersen was a Danish writer renowned for his fairy tales that often carry deep
moral and philosophical messages. His stories are distinguished by their emotional depth, complex
characters, and enduring themes. The Little Mermaid is one of his most famous works, reflecting his
fascination with the sea, transformation, and the human condition.

When and Why Andersen Wrote the Little Mermaid
Andersen published the story in 1837 as part of a collection of fairy tales aimed at children and
adults alike. Inspired by Danish folklore and his own longing for love and acceptance, Andersen
crafted a story that explores the desire for a soul and the sacrifices necessary to attain happiness.

---

The Summary of the Original Little Mermaid Story

The Mermaid’s Desire for Humanity
The story centers around a young mermaid who lives beneath the sea with her father, the sea king,
and her five older sisters. She is fascinated by the human world and dreams of experiencing life
above the waves. Her curiosity and longing are fueled by her encounters with ships and humans, and
she yearns for a different existence.

The Transformation and The Cost
When the mermaid turns fifteen, she is allowed to swim to the surface and observe the human world.
She falls instantly in love with a handsome prince she saves from drowning during a storm.



Desperate to be with him, she visits the sea witch, who offers her a potion that will grant her legs
but at a terrible cost: she will lose her voice, and if she fails to win the prince’s love and marry him,
she will turn into sea foam and cease to exist.

The Sacrifice and The Tragedy
The mermaid drinks the potion and becomes human, experiencing pain with every step she takes.
She wins the prince’s affection, but he does not realize her true identity and is betrothed to another
woman. Despite her love and sacrifice, the prince marries the other woman, and the mermaid faces
her tragic fate—turning into sea foam at dawn. However, due to her noble heart, she is granted an
immortal soul and the chance to earn one through acts of kindness.

---

Key Themes in the Little Mermaid Original Story

Love and Sacrifice
The mermaid’s willingness to give up her voice and her life in the sea highlights her profound love
and desire for human connection. Her sacrifices underscore the story’s exploration of the costs
associated with love and yearning.

Identity and Self-Discovery
Throughout her journey, the mermaid grapples with her identity—her true self versus her desire to
become human. Her transformation forces her to confront what it means to be herself and whether
love is worth losing her original form.

The Search for the Soul
One of Andersen’s central themes is the desire for an immortal soul, which the mermaid longs for
more than anything else. Her transformation and suffering symbolize the human quest for spiritual
fulfillment and eternal life.

Tragedy and Hope
While the story ends in tragedy for the mermaid, her act of kindness and her eventual reward of an
immortal soul provide a message of hope and redemption. Andersen’s tale emphasizes that true
nobility lies in selflessness.

---



Differences Between Andersen’s Version and Modern
Adaptations

Key Differences in Plot and Tone
- Original Ending: Unlike Disney’s happy ending where the mermaid marries the prince and lives
happily ever after, Andersen’s story ends tragically with the mermaid turning into sea foam,
symbolizing her death and rebirth into a spiritual existence.
- Moral Lessons: Andersen’s story emphasizes the importance of sacrifice, moral integrity, and
spiritual salvation, whereas modern adaptations often focus on romance and adventure.
- Character Depth: The original tale delves into the mermaid’s inner thoughts and emotional
struggles, providing a more nuanced and somber narrative.

Modern Interpretations and Changes
- Disney’s adaptation (1989) simplifies the story, making it more family-friendly with a happy ending.
- Contemporary retellings often omit the story’s darker themes, focusing instead on love and self-
discovery.
- The original story’s themes of existential longing and sacrifice remain integral to its literary
significance.

---

Legacy and Cultural Impact of the Little Mermaid
Original Story

Literary Significance
Hans Christian Andersen’s fairy tale is regarded as a masterpiece of children’s literature, illustrating
complex themes through poetic language and symbolism. It has influenced countless writers and
artists and remains a staple in the canon of classic fairy tales.

Influence on Popular Culture
- The story’s characters and themes have inspired movies, ballets, operas, and artworks.
- The Disney adaptation popularized the story globally, but the original’s darker themes continue to
resonate with readers seeking deeper meanings.
- The mermaid’s tragic love story symbolizes universal human experiences of longing, sacrifice, and
hope.



Lessons from the Little Mermaid’s Original Tale
- The importance of staying true to oneself.
- The value of sacrifice and selflessness.
- The pursuit of spiritual and moral growth.
- Recognizing that love often involves pain and sacrifice but also offers redemption.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Andersen’s Little
Mermaid
The original story of the Little Mermaid by Hans Christian Andersen remains a compelling and
emotionally rich fairy tale that explores profound themes of love, sacrifice, and the quest for the
soul. Its enduring legacy lies not only in its tragic beauty but also in its universal messages about the
human condition. While modern adaptations may soften its darker elements, understanding
Andersen’s original narrative offers a deeper appreciation for the story’s moral complexity and
literary significance. Whether read as a children’s tale or a philosophical reflection, the Little
Mermaid continues to enchant and inspire audiences worldwide.

---

Meta Description: Discover the captivating and profound original story of the Little Mermaid by
Hans Christian Andersen. Explore its themes of love, sacrifice, and the quest for the soul, and learn
how it differs from modern adaptations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the original story of The Little Mermaid?
The original story of The Little Mermaid was written by Hans Christian Andersen in 1837. It tells the
tale of a young mermaid who longs for a life on land, makes a deal with a sea witch, and faces
profound sacrifices for love and acceptance.

How does the original Little Mermaid story differ from the
Disney adaptation?
In Andersen's original story, the ending is much more tragic: the mermaid sacrifices everything for
the prince but ultimately loses him and turns into sea foam. The Disney version offers a happier
ending, with the mermaid and prince uniting happily.

What are the main themes of the original Little Mermaid
story?
The story explores themes of longing, sacrifice, identity, and the pain of unrequited love. It also



delves into the idea of personal transformation and the pursuit of one's dreams despite hardships.

Was the original Little Mermaid story inspired by any real
events or folklore?
Hans Christian Andersen's story was inspired by Scandinavian folklore and his own imagination. It
reflects societal themes and personal experiences, rather than specific real events.

How has the original Little Mermaid story influenced popular
culture?
Andersen's tale has inspired numerous adaptations, including ballets, plays, and films. Its themes of
longing and sacrifice continue to resonate, and the story remains a classic in children's literature
and fairy tales.

Are there any controversial or darker elements in the original
story?
Yes, the original tale contains darker elements, such as the mermaid's painful transformation, her
eventual death, and the absence of a guaranteed happy ending, reflecting Andersen's penchant for
moral and emotional depth.

Where can I read the original Little Mermaid story?
The original story by Hans Christian Andersen is available in many published collections of his fairy
tales and can also be read online for free on various literary websites and archives.

Additional Resources
The Little Mermaid Original Story: An In-Depth Exploration of Hans Christian Andersen's Classic
Tale

The little mermaid original story by Hans Christian Andersen is a timeless fairy tale that has
captivated audiences for generations. With its poignant themes of love, sacrifice, and longing, this
story delves into the depths of human emotion and the complexities of transformation. Unlike many
modern adaptations that soften or alter its darker elements, Andersen's original narrative remains a
profound and often bittersweet exploration of desire and the cost of pursuing one's dreams. In this
article, we will provide a comprehensive breakdown of the story's origins, themes, plot structure,
and enduring legacy.

---

Origins and Historical Context of the Little Mermaid Original Story

Hans Christian Andersen wrote The Little Mermaid in 1837 as part of a collection of fairy tales
aimed at children but imbued with deeper philosophical insights. Andersen, a Danish author, was
inspired by a variety of sources, including folklore, personal experiences, and his fascination with



the sea. The story was initially published as a literary fairy tale, intended for a readership that
appreciated layered storytelling.

Unlike contemporary Disney adaptations, Andersen's little mermaid original story is marked by its
poetic language, symbolic motifs, and a decidedly melancholic tone. The story reflects 19th-century
Romantic ideals emphasizing individual longing, the transient nature of beauty, and the pain of
unfulfilled love.

---

Plot Summary of the Little Mermaid Original Story

The Setting and Main Characters

- The Little Mermaid: A young mermaid who longs to explore the world above the sea and attain an
immortal soul.
- The Sea King: The ruler of the underwater realm and father of the little mermaid.
- The Prince: The human prince whom the mermaid loves.
- The Sea Witch: A sinister figure who grants the mermaid a potion to become human but at a great
cost.
- The Sisters: The mermaid's sisters who attempt to help her and whom she dearly misses.

The Narrative Arc

1. The Mermaid's Curiosity and Desire for Humanity:
The story begins with the little mermaid's fascination with the human world. She often gazes at the
surface from her underwater home, enchanted by the sights and sounds of the human world. Her
curiosity grows into an intense longing to experience life on land.

2. The Mermaids' Ritual and Her First Encounter with the Surface:
On her fifteenth birthday, she is allowed to rise to the surface for the first time. She witnesses a
royal celebration and rescues a drowning prince, falling in love with him instantly.

3. The Mermaids' Sacrifice and the Sea Witch:
Determined to be with the prince, the little mermaid seeks out the sea witch, who offers her a potion
that will grant her human legs—at the cost of her voice and her tail. The transformation is painful,
and the mermaid's new legs cause her great suffering.

4. Her Life as a Human and Her Love for the Prince:
The mermaid becomes a part of the prince’s world, but without her voice, she cannot tell him of her
love. Despite her sacrifice, the prince remains unaware of her true identity, and she endures
emotional pain.

5. The Turning Point and the Heartbreaking Choice:
The prince marries another woman, believing her to be the one who saved him. The mermaid faces
the grim reality of her unrequited love and the impending loss.

6. The Mermaid’s Sacrifice and Spiritual Transformation:
Instead of killing the prince to regain her mermaid form, she chooses to sacrifice herself. Her body
dissolves into foam, but her soul rises to the heavens, gaining an immortal soul through her pure
love and selflessness.



---

Themes and Symbolism in Andersen's Little Mermaid

The little mermaid original story is rich with symbolic meaning, often contrasting superficial beauty
with inner virtue, and exploring existential questions about the soul and mortality.

Key Themes

- Longing and Unfulfilled Desire:
The mermaid's desire to be human reflects universal human longing—whether for love,
understanding, or spiritual fulfillment.

- Sacrifice and Selflessness:
Her willingness to endure pain and give up her voice demonstrates profound selflessness,
highlighting the theme that true love often involves sacrifice.

- The Search for the Soul:
Andersen's tale emphasizes that physical beauty is fleeting, and true immortality lies in the soul,
which can be attained through virtue and love.

- Mortality and Immortality:
The mermaid’s transformation explores themes of death, the afterlife, and spiritual transcendence,
contrasting her ephemeral life in the sea with the eternal soul she seeks.

Symbolic Motifs

- The Sea:
Represents the subconscious, mystery, and the realm of emotions, but also the boundaries between
life and death.

- The Human World:
Symbolizes the material world, superficial beauty, and the pursuit of external validation.

- The Sea Witch:
Embodies temptation and the cost of desires, often representing darker aspects of human nature.

- The Voice:
A symbol of the soul and the power of expression; losing her voice signifies the loss of her identity.

---

Critical Analysis of the Little Mermaid Original Story

The Melancholic Tone and Moral Ambiguity

Unlike Disney's version, Andersen's little mermaid original story is marked by a somber tone and
moral complexity. The story does not offer a happy ending but rather meditates on the pain of
unfulfilled love and the noble pursuit of spiritual salvation.

The mermaid’s transformation and eventual dissolution into foam serve as metaphors for sacrifice



and spiritual elevation, emphasizing that love often entails suffering and that true fulfillment may
require loss.

The Role of the Composer’s Personal Philosophy

Andersen’s own religious and philosophical beliefs permeate the story. The protagonist’s longing for
an immortal soul and her willingness to sacrifice her happiness for spiritual salvation reflect
Andersen's views on the importance of virtue and divine grace.

---

Legacy and Adaptations

While Disney’s adaptation of The Little Mermaid (1989) is widely recognized for its cheerful tone
and musical numbers, it diverges significantly from Andersen’s original narrative. The original story
remains a profound literary work that continues to inspire adaptations, scholarly analysis, and
artistic interpretations.

Notable Aspects of the Story’s Legacy

- Its influence on literature and art, inspiring countless retellings and reinterpretations.
- Its role as a contemplative meditation on love, mortality, and the soul.
- Its enduring popularity in academic circles exploring Romanticism and fairy tale symbolism.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the Little Mermaid Original Story

The little mermaid original story by Hans Christian Andersen is much more than a simple fairy tale;
it is a poetic meditation on the human condition, exploring themes of longing, sacrifice, and spiritual
transcendence. Its powerful symbolism and emotional depth continue to resonate with readers
worldwide, offering insights into the nature of love and the profound human desire for connection
and understanding. Whether read as a story of tragic sacrifice or as a moral allegory, Andersen’s
tale remains a cornerstone of literary and cultural history, reminding us of the costs and rewards of
pursuing our deepest dreams.

Little Mermaid Original Story

  little mermaid original story: Hans Christian Andersen's the Little Mermaid Hans
Andersen, 2020-05-04 After saving a prince from drowning, a mermaid princess embraces a life of
extreme self-sacrifice to win his love and gain an immortal soul. Over a century after its first
publication, Hans Christian Andersen's The Little Mermaid persists as one of the world's most
enduring works of fantasy for children. Matte Cover 8.5x11'' Can be used as a coloring book
  little mermaid original story: The Little Mermaid Hans Christian Andersen, 1992 Recorded at
slower speed suitable for people with learning disability and ESL. Level 5, 90 words per minute.
  little mermaid original story: The Little Mermaid Hans Christian Andersen, Rachel Louise
Lawrence, 2019-07-15 “More and more, she came to love humans; more and more, she wished she
could rise up among them.” The youngest daughter of the Sea King cannot wait to be old enough to

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-025/little-mermaid-original-story.pdf


go to the surface and see the world of humans. Her first visit there changes her life forever when
she saves a prince from drowning, and comes to love him above all others. For the chance to win his
love and gain an immortal soul, the little sea princess is willing to risk everything… First published
in 1837, Hans Christian Andersen’s haunting tale of love is brought to an English readership in this
unabridged edition, which has been translated directly from the original Danish into English.
  little mermaid original story: The Little Mermaid (with Original Illustrations) Hans
Christian Anderson, 2022-07-24 After saving a prince from drowning, a mermaid princess embraces
a life of extreme self-sacrifice to win his love and gain an immortal soul. Over a century after its first
publication, Hans Christian Andersen's The Little Mermaid persists as one of the world's most
enduring works of fantasy for children. This edition combines the world-famous translation of H.B.
Paull with two sets of classic illustrations, the engravings of Vilhelm Pedersen from the original
Danish edition and Helen Stratton's illustrations from the first English edition of The Fairy Tales of
Hans Christian Andersen. Both sets provide a beautiful and dramatic visual compliment to this
haunting and inexpressibly moving tale of love. Also included are notes with pronunciations and
definitions of some words that may be unfamiliar to grade school readers.
  little mermaid original story: The Little Mermaid - The Golden Age of Illustration Series Hans
Christian Andersen, 2013-04-16 This volume of the Golden Age of Illustration Series contains Hans
Christian Andersen's most famous tale 'The Little Mermaid', first published in May of 1837. This
classic fairy tale has been continuously in print in different editions since its first publication, with
many, many, different artists illustrating the story over the years. This edition features a beautiful
collection of the best of that art, taken from the likes of Arthur Rackham, W. Heath Robinson, Harry
Clarke, Honor Appleton, Anne Anderson, Edmund Dulac, Mable Lucie Attwell, among others. This
series of books celebrates the Golden Age of Illustration. During this period, the popularity,
abundance and - most importantly - the unprecedented upsurge in the quality of illustrated works
marked an astounding change in the way that publishers, artists and the general public came to view
this hitherto insufficiently esteemed art form. The Golden Age of Illustration Series, has sourced the
rare original editions of these books and reproduced the beautiful art work in order to build a unique
collection of illustrated fairy tales.
  little mermaid original story: The Little Mermaid Katie Daynes, Hans Christian Andersen,
2012-09-21 The classic story by Hans Christian Andersen, retold for young readers in picture book
format. The Little Mermaid tells the story of a mermaid who gives up her beautiful voice in an
attempt to be with the handsome prince she loves. This timeless story includes sumptuous, evocative
watercolour illustrations by Alan Marks.
  little mermaid original story: Hans Christian Andersen's the Little Mermaid Hans
Andersen, 2020-04-24 After saving a prince from drowning, a mermaid princess embraces a life of
extreme self-sacrifice to win his love and gain an immortal soul. Over a century after its first
publication, Hans Christian Andersen's The Little Mermaid persists as one of the world's most
enduring works of fantasy for children. Matte Cover 8.5x11'' Can be used as a coloring book
  little mermaid original story: The little mermaid Catherine Perriolat-Baron, Renée Perriolat,
H.C. Andersen, 1989
  little mermaid original story: Little Mermaid Jaz Kiddies Books, Hans Christian Andersen,
2020-07-31 This is the original fairy tale version of The Little Mermaid Story. It is one of the most
layered and fascinating fairy tales written by the Danish author Hans Christian Andersen. The story
follows the journey of a young mermaid who is willing to give up her life in the sea as a mermaid to
gain a human soul.
  little mermaid original story: The Little Mermaid (Esprios Classics) Hans Christian
Andersen, 2022-12-23 The Little Mermaid is a literary fairy tale written by the Danish author Hans
Christian Andersen. The story follows the journey of a young mermaid who is willing to give up her
life in the sea as a mermaid to gain a human soul. The tale was first published in 1837 as part of a
collection of fairy tales for children. The original story has been a subject of multiple analyses by
scholars such as Jacob Bøggild and Pernille Heegaard as well as the folklorist Maria Tatar. These



analyses cover various aspects of the story from interpreting the themes to discussing why Andersen
chose to write a tragic story with a happy ending. It has been adapted to various media, including
musical theatre, anime, ballet, opera, and film. There is also a statue portraying the mermaid in
Copenhagen, Denmark, where the story was written and first published.
  little mermaid original story: The Little Mermaid Hans Christian Andersen, 2016-09-14 Hans
Christian Andersen (1805-1875) was born in Odense, Denmark. The author is considered the father
of the modern fairy tales. To honor his memory the International Children's Book Day is celebrated
on April 2, the birthday of Hans Andersen. International Day. After him is also named the Hans
Christian Andersen Award, the most relevant award of children's literature, also known as the Nobel
Prize for children's literature The Little Mermaid, which was originally named Den lille Havfrue, was
published in 1837. The story shows a young mermaid in the search for the real love, aiming to
conquest a prince that lives in the surface. Succeeding to her plan, her soul would become immortal.
  little mermaid original story: The Little Mermaid Hans Christian Andersen, 1991 A little sea
princess, longing to be human, trades her mermaid's tail for legs, hoping to win a prince's love and
earn an immortal soul for herself.
  little mermaid original story: Hans Christian Andersen's the Little Mermaid Dyno
Designs, Hans Andersen, 2020-04-24 After saving a prince from drowning, a mermaid princess
embraces a life of extreme self-sacrifice to win his love and gain an immortal soul. Over a century
after its first publication, Hans Christian Andersen's The Little Mermaid persists as one of the
world's most enduring works of fantasy for children. Matte Cover 8.5x11'' Can be used as a coloring
book
  little mermaid original story: The Little Mermaid Hans Christian Andersen, 2016-10-23 The
Little Mermaid Hans Christian Andersen The Little Mermaid is a fairy tale by the Danish author
Hans Christian Andersen about a young mermaid who is willing to give up her life in the sea and her
identity as a mermaid to gain a human soul. The Little Mermaid dwells in an underwater kingdom
with her widowed father (the sea king or Mer-King), her dowager grandmother, and her five older
sisters, each of whom had been born one year apart. When a mermaid turns fifteen, she is permitted
to swim to the surface for the first time to glimpse the world above, and when the sisters become old
enough, each of them visits the upper world one at a time every year. As each returns, the Little
Mermaid listens longingly to their various descriptions of the world inhabited by human beings.
When the Little Mermaid's turn comes, she rises up to the surface, watches a birthday celebration
being held on a ship in honor of a handsome prince, and falls in love with him from a safe distance. A
violent storm hits, sinking the boat, and the Little Mermaid saves the prince from drowning. She
delivers him unconscious to the shore near a temple. Here, she waits until a young woman from the
temple and her ladies in waiting find him. To her dismay, the prince never sees the Little Mermaid
or even realizes that it was she who had originally saved his life.
  little mermaid original story: The Little Mermaid Rosemary Nursey-Bray, 1982-09
  little mermaid original story: Every Body's Story Branson Parler, 2022-10-11 Every story
entails a way of life and how every way of life implies a big story. In Every Body's Story, Branson
Parler focuses on three predominant myths of sexuality in our secular age--individualism, romance,
and materialism--and three dominant myths in Christian circles--anti-body theology, legalism, and
the sexual prosperity gospel--exploring how those stories shape our practice. Our views of sexuality
and our practices around sex are never just about sex. How we use and view our bodies reveals
who/what we think God is (or is not) and who we are. If we truly understand the biblical logic of
marriage, sexuality, and singleness--that they are meant to embody the gospel--then we will better
understand why this witness is so vital. As God's self-giving faithfulness is put on display by both
married and single Christians, those formed by our secular age will have to ask: What if it's true?
What if there's more? What if God really does love us that much? Rather than viewing our sexuality
as an isolated matter of ethics, we can see how the gospel places our sexuality in the context of
God's rescue mission of the world.
  little mermaid original story: Hans Christian Andersen's Fairy Tales Hans Christian



Andersen, 2024-01-11 Hans Andersen's Fairy Tales is an enchanting collection, retold by writer and
critic Naomi Lewis, and contains twelve of Hans Christian Andersen's magnificent stories including
Thumbelina, a little girl no more than a thumb-joint high, The Emperor's New Clothes, the tale of a
man who cares only for his appearance and The Little Mermaid, who longs to one day marry a
human prince. With a wonderful introduction by award-winning picture-book creator Jan Pienkowski.
The book includes a behind-the-scenes journey, including an author profile, a guide to who's who,
activities and more.. The Puffin Classics reissue includes: A Little Princess Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland Alice's Adventures Through the Looking Glass Anne of Green Gables series Black
Beauty Hans Andersen's Fairy Tales Heidi Journey to the Centre of the Earth Little Women series
Peter Pan Tales of the Greek Heroes The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn The Adventures of King
Arthur The Adventures of Tom Sawyer The Call of the Wild The Jungle Book The Odyssey The Secret
Garden The Wind in the Willows The Wizard of Oz Treasure Island
  little mermaid original story: Fairy-tale Inheritance Series: The Collection Shonna Slayton,
2022-10-08 Cinderella set in the 1940s. Snow White in a 1900s mining town. The Little Mermaid
aboard the Titanic! These exciting fairy tales re-imagine events throughout history as fairy tale
heirlooms are passed down through the ages. New generations of heroines will navigate their
magical inheritances to save those they love and possibly find a little romance along the way. Perfect
for fans of history, fairy tales, and clean romance. The Fairy-tale Inheritance Series: The Collection
is a box set of six full-length fairy tale novels and one bonus novella. Books include: * Cinderella's
Dress * Cinderella's Shoes * Cinderella's Legacy (novella) * Sleeping Beauty's Spindle * Snow
White's Mirror * Beauty's Rose * The Little Mermaid's Voice
  little mermaid original story: Writing Adaptations and Translations for the Stage Jacqueline
Goldfinger, Allison Horsley, 2022-08-16 Writing Adaptations and Translations for the Stage is a
practical guide for writing adapted works for theatrical performance. Broadway translator and
dramaturg Allison Horsley and award-winning playwright and educator Jacqueline Goldfinger take
readers step-by-step through the brainstorming, writing, revision, and performance processes for
translations and adaptations. The book includes lectures, case studies, writing exercises, and advice
from top theater professionals on the process of creating, pitching, and producing adaptations and
translations, covering a wide range of topics such as jukebox musicals, Shakespeare adaptations,
plays from novels, theater for young adults, and theater in translation and using Indigenous
language. Artists who share their wisdom in this book include: Des McAnuff (Tony Award), Emily
Mann (Tony Award), Dominique Morisseau (Broadway Adaptor, Tony Award nominee, MacArthur
Genius Fellow), Lisa Peterson (Obie Award, Lortel Award), Sarah Ruhl (Broadway Playwright, Tony
Award nominee, Pulitzer Prize finalist, MacArthur Genius Fellow), and Tina Satter (Broadway
Director, Obie Award, Guggenheim Fellowship). The book also features interviews with artists
working both in the US and internationally, as well as guest columns from artists who work in less
traditional adaptive forms including cabaret, burlesque, opera, community-engaged process, and
commercial theater. Writing Adaptations and Translations for the Stage is an essential resource for
students and instructors of Dramatic Writing, Playwriting, and Creative Writing courses and for
aspiring playwrights.
  little mermaid original story: The Disfigured Face in American Literature, Film, and
Television Cornelia Klecker, Gudrun M. Grabher, 2021-11-29 The face, being prominent and visible,
is the foremost marker of a person’s identity as well as their major tool of communication. Facial
disfigurements, congenital or acquired, not only erase these significant capacities, but since ancient
times, they have been conjured up as outrageous and terrifying, often connoting evil or criminality in
their associations – a dark secret being suggested behind the mask, the disfigurement indicating
punishment for sin. Complemented by an original poem by Kenneth Sherman and a plastic surgeon’s
perspective on facial disfigurement, this book investigates the exploitation of these and further
stereotypical tropes by literary authors, filmmakers, and showrunners, considering also the ways in
which film, television, and the publishing industry have more recently tried to overcome negative
codifications of facial disfigurement, in the search for an authentic self behind the veil of facial



disfigurement. An exploration of fictional representations of the disfigured face, this book will appeal
to scholars of sociology, cultural and media studies, American studies and literary studies with
interests in representations of disfigurement and the Other.
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