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John Polidori the Vampyre

John Polidori, a name forever intertwined with the origins of vampire
literature, is best known for his seminal work, "The Vampyre," a story that
helped shape the modern image of the vampire. His contributions to Gothic
fiction and his association with Lord Byron have cemented his place in
literary history. This article explores the life, works, and legacy of John

Polidori, focusing on his role in creating the archetype of the vampire as a
compelling and sinister supernatural figure.

Early Life and Background

Birth and Family

e Born on September 7, 1795, in London, England.

e Son of Gaetano Polidori, an Italian diplomat, and his wife, Ann Mary
Brooke, of English descent.

e Raised amidst a culturally rich environment, which fostered his literary
interests.

Education and Early Interests

e Attended the University of Edinburgh, where he studied medicine.

e Developed an interest in Gothic and Romantic literature during his
university years.

e Connected with literary figures such as Lord Byron, Percy Shelley, and
Mary Shelley.

The Inception of "The Vampyre"



The Context of the Romantic Era

e The early 19th century was a period of Gothic revival, emphasizing
supernatural themes and dark romanticism.

e Literature was exploring themes of mortality, the supernatural, and the
mysterious nature of evil.

e Polidori was part of a literary circle centered around Lord Byron, which
fueled creative experimentation.

The Summer of 1816 and the Ghost-Story Competition

e The infamous "Year Without a Summer," caused by the eruption of Mount
Tambora, led to a gloomy, stormy summer in Switzerland.

e Polidori, Byron, Percy Shelley, and Mary Shelley gathered at Villa
Diodati near Lake Geneva.

e To pass the time, they engaged in a ghost-story writing contest,
inspiring some of the most iconic tales.

Creation of "The Vampyre"

e Initially, Lord Byron suggested the idea of a vampire story, which
inspired Polidori to write his own version.

e Polidori's "The Vampyre" was published anonymously in 1819, leading to
widespread speculation about its authorship.

e The story was heavily influenced by the legend of Lord Byron himself,
blurring the lines between reality and fiction.

Summary of "The Vampyre"

Plot Overview



e The narrative centers around Lord Ruthven, a charismatic but sinister
vampire who preys upon the innocent.

e The story is told through the perspective of Aubrey, a young traveler
who becomes entangled with Ruthven.

e The tale explores themes of seduction, morality, and the supernatural
menace lurking beneath aristocratic veneer.

Key Characters

1. Lord Ruthven: The quintessential vampire figure, charming yet deadly.

2. Aubrey: The protagonist who encounters Ruthven and becomes a victim of
his influence.

3. The Lady of the Vampyre: A mysterious woman linked to Ruthven's dark
past.

Impact and Significance of "The Vampyre"

Introduction of the Modern Vampire Archetype

e Polidori's vampire character is aristocratic, seductive, and morally
ambiguous, setting a template for future vampire stories.

e Contrasts with earlier folklore vampires, which were often depicted as
revenants or evil spirits.

e Introduced the idea of the vampire as a charismatic, upper-class
predator.

Influence on Gothic and Horror Literature

e "The Vampyre" is considered one of the first modern vampire stories,
influencing writers like Bram Stoker, Anne Rice, and others.

e Helped popularize the vampire myth in Victorian England and beyond.



e Inspired numerous adaptations in literature, theater, and film.

Polidori's Literary Career and Other Works

Other Notable Writings

e "The Vampire," a poem published in 1819, often confused with "The
Vampyre."

e "The Last of the Vampires," a short story exploring themes of
immortality and obsession.

e Wrote poetry and essays exploring Gothic themes and romantic ideals.

Challenges and Personal Struggles

e Polidori's career was marred by financial difficulties and personal
tragedies.

e His reputation was affected by accusations of plagiarism and rivalry
with other writers.

e He struggled with health issues and died prematurely at the age of 29 in
1821.

Legacy of John Polidori

Enduring Influence on Vampire Lore

e Polidori's depiction of the vampire as a refined, seductive creature is
a cornerstone of vampire fiction.

e His stories laid the groundwork for the Gothic vampire mythos,
influencing countless authors and creators.

e The character archetype of the aristocratic vampire persists in modern



media, from movies to TV shows.

Recognition and Modern Interpretations

e Polidori is celebrated in literary circles for his role in shaping
Horror and Gothic fiction.

e His work continues to inspire adaptations in popular culture, including
films like "Nosferatu" and the "Twilight" series.

e Academic studies explore his influence on the evolution of supernatural
fiction.

Conclusion

John Polidori the Vampyre stands as a pivotal figure in Gothic and horror
literature, whose creative genius birthed the modern vampire mythos. His
innovative portrayal of vampires as alluring yet dangerous aristocrats
revolutionized the way supernatural beings are depicted in fiction. Despite a
brief life marked by personal struggles, Polidori's legacy endures through
his groundbreaking stories, which continue to captivate audiences and inspire
writers worldwide. Understanding his contributions provides valuable insight
into the evolution of vampire lore and the enduring fascination with these
enigmatic creatures of the night.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was John Polidori and what is his connection to
'The Vampyre'?

John Polidori was an English physician and writer who authored 'The Vampyre'
in 1819, which is considered one of the first vampire stories in English
literature and heavily influenced the vampire genre.

How did John Polidori's 'The Vampyre' influence
later vampire fiction?

'The Vampyre' introduced the archetype of the charming, aristocratic vampire
and inspired countless later works, including Bram Stoker's 'Dracula‘' and
modern vampire novels and films.



What was the inspiration behind John Polidori's 'The
Vampyre'?
Polidori was inspired by Lord Byron's vampire story idea during the summer of

1816 and may have been influenced by the Gothic tradition and other vampire
legends of the time.

Was John Polidori's 'The Vampyre' based on a real
person?

No, 'The Vampyre' is a work of fiction, but it was loosely inspired by the
myth of the vampire and the real-life figure of the infamous serial killer
and vampire legend, the 'Vampire of Croglin Grange.'

What is the significance of John Polidori's 'The
Vampyre' in Gothic literature?

'The Vampyre' is considered a pioneering work in Gothic horror, establishing
vampire as a literary villain and shaping the conventions of vampire stories
in Western literature.

Did John Polidori write other notable works besides
'The Vampyre'?

Yes, Polidori wrote several other works, including short stories and poetry,
but none achieved the same level of fame as 'The Vampyre.'

How was John Polidori's 'The Vampyre' received upon
publication?

Initially, the story gained popularity and helped popularize the vampire myth
in literature, though some critics later viewed it as derivative of other
Gothic works.

What is the legacy of John Polidori's 'The Vampyre'
today?

‘The Vampyre' remains a foundational text in vampire lore, influencing
countless adaptations in literature, film, and popular culture, and
solidifying the vampire's position as a symbol of Gothic horror.

Additional Resources

John Polidori's The Vampyre is a landmark work in the history of Gothic
literature and the vampire mythos. Published in 1819, this novella is often
credited with shaping the modern image of the vampire, influencing countless



stories, films, and cultural interpretations that followed. Polidori’s
skillful blending of Gothic horror, romanticism, and a touch of psychological
complexity makes The Vampyre not only a fascinating read but also an
essential study for anyone interested in the evolution of supernatural
fiction. This article explores the origins, themes, literary significance,
and cultural impact of Polidori’s The Vampyre, providing a comprehensive
review of this seminal work.

Background and Historical Context

Who Was John Polidori?

John William Polidori (1795-1821) was a British physician and writer, best
known for his association with Lord Byron and Percy Bysshe Shelley during the
famous summer of 1816 at Lake Geneva. Although his literary career was brief,
Polidori's influence has endured, primarily through The Vampyre.

The Literary Climate of the Early 19th Century

The early 19th century was a time of Gothic revival, with authors exploring
themes of horror, the supernatural, and the sublime. The publication of The
Vampyre coincided with this cultural movement, riding the wave of Gothic
fascination that was sweeping across Europe. The story was published
anonymously in 1819 in The New Monthly Magazine, which led to much
speculation about its authorship-later confirmed to be Polidori.

The Origins of The Vampyre

Inspiration from Lord Byron and the Gothic Tradition

The story’'s origins are intertwined with the infamous gathering at Villa
Diodati, where Lord Byron challenged Percy Shelley and others to write ghost
stories. Byron’s own fragmentary vampire story, as well as the broader Gothic
tradition, served as inspiration. Polidori, acting as Byron’s personal
physician, was present and influenced by these creative exchanges.

The Role of Lord Byron

Despite Byron’s minimal direct involvement in writing The Vampyre, his
persona and reputation heavily influenced the story’s tone and
characterizations. The central character, Lord Ruthven, is often seen as a



reflection of Byron himself-charming, aristocratic, and morally ambiguous.

Plot Summary and Literary Features

Concise Overview of the Plot

The Vampyre tells the story of Aubrey, a young man of high society, who
encounters the mysterious and seductive aristocrat Lord Ruthven. Ruthven’s
vampiric nature gradually unfolds as he manipulates and endangers those
around him, culminating in a series of tragic events. The narrative explores
themes of seduction, morality, and the supernatural, culminating in Ruthven’s
death and the revelation of his true nature.

Key Literary Features

- Narrative Style: The novella employs a straightforward yet atmospheric
narrative, blending first-person and third-person perspectives.

- Characterization: Ruthven embodies a charismatic yet sinister figure,
embodying the archetype of the vampire as a suave, predatory aristocrat.
- Themes: The story explores the allure of the supernatural, the tension
between civilization and primal instincts, and the dangers of seduction.

Major Themes and Interpretations

The Vampire as a Symbol

The vampire in Polidori’s work symbolizes more than just a creature of
horror; it represents societal fears about aristocratic decadence, moral
corruption, and the seductive power of evil. Ruthven’s aristocratic charm
masks a predatory nature, reflecting anxieties about the upper class and
moral decay.

Romanticism and the Gothic

The Vampyre exemplifies Romantic ideals—emphasizing emotion, individualism,
and the sublime terror of the unknown. The story’s atmospheric descriptions
and focus on personal passion align with Romantic literature’s themes.

Morality and Humanity

The novella raises questions about morality, especially through Ruthven’s
manipulations and the protagonist’s moral dilemmas. The story suggests that



evil can be charming and seductive, making it a compelling exploration of
human nature’s darker sides.

Literary Significance and Influence

Impact on Vampire Literature

The Vampyre is widely regarded as the first modern vampire story,
establishing many conventions that persist today, such as the aristocratic
vampire and the vampire’s seductive allure. It influenced subsequent works,
including Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1897), which built upon and diverged from
Polidori’s archetype.

Relation to Other Gothic Works

The novella shares themes with Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and other Gothic
classics, emphasizing the uncanny and the exploration of human fears. Its
emphasis on psychological horror and societal critique set it apart as a
significant Gothic milestone.

Literary Criticism and Reception

Initially received with mixed reviews, The Vampyre gained recognition over
time as a pioneering work. Critics have appreciated its atmospheric
qualities, character development, and its role in shaping vampire lore.

Pros and Cons of The Vampyre

Pros:

- Pioneering influence on vampire mythology and Gothic literature.

- Rich atmospheric descriptions that evoke a sense of dread and intrigue.
- Complex characterizations, especially of Ruthven, embodying charm and
menace.

- Thematic depth exploring morality, seduction, and societal fears.

- Concise and compelling narrative that maintains suspense.

Cons:

- Some critics find the plot somewhat simple or predictable by modern
standards.

- The novella’s portrayal of women is limited and often stereotypical.

- The character of Aubrey may seem passive compared to Ruthven’s dominance.
- The story’s language can be archaic, posing challenges for contemporary
readers.

- The influence of Byron’s persona sometimes overshadows the work’s



independent literary merit.

Cultural Impact and Modern Relevance

Vampire Archetypes Established by Polidori

The image of the vampire as an aristocratic, seductive figure owes much to
Ruthven. This archetype has persisted across centuries, influencing countless
adaptations and portrayals, from film to literature.

Influence on Popular Culture

From Bram Stoker’'s Dracula to modern vampire novels and movies like Twilight
and Interview with the Vampire, Polidori’s The Vampyre laid the groundwork
for the vampire’s role as both villain and tragic hero.

Academic and Literary Legacy

Scholars regard The Vampyre as a crucial stepping stone in Gothic and horror
literature. Its themes of seduction, morality, and the supernatural continue
to resonate, making it a staple in literary studies.

Conclusion

John Polidori’s The Vampyre stands as a seminal work that transformed the
vampire myth from folklore into a complex literary figure embodying societal
fears, romantic allure, and supernatural dread. Its influence is undeniable,
shaping the vampire archetype that dominates modern popular culture. Despite
some limitations, its atmospheric style, character depth, and thematic
richness ensure its enduring relevance. For readers and scholars alike, The
Vampyre remains a foundational text, offering insights into the Gothic
imagination and the enduring fascination with the undead.

In summary, Polidori’s The Vampyre is more than just an early vampire story;
it is a cultural artifact that encapsulates the anxieties and fantasies of
its time while laying the groundwork for a genre that continues to evolve
today. Its blend of romanticism, Gothic horror, and social critique makes it
a timeless piece worth exploring for anyone interested in the origins of
vampire lore and Gothic literature.



John Polidori The Vampyre

john polidori the vampyre: Polidori's John William Polidori, James Robinson Planché, Darrell
Schweitzer, 2002 The weather went from being beautiful to tempestuous: torrential thunderstorms
plagued the Shelleys, Byron and Polidori. The weather -- along with the company and the eerie
ambiance of the locale -- contributed to the genesis of Frankenstein, Polidori's The Vampyre, and,
in all likelihood, modern weird fiction. On the night of June 16th, the group read aloud a collection of
German ghost stories, The Fantasmagoriana. This inspired Byron to challenge the group to write a
ghost story. Shelley wrote an forgettable story; Byron wrote a story fragment; and Polidori began
the The Vampyre, the first modern vampire tale. (Jacketless library hardcover.

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre John William Polidori, 2020-09-28

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre John Polidori, 2025-09-04 A triptych of vampire
stories to make your blood run cold, in a Little Black Classics edition “Twilight, in these southern
climates, is almost unknown; immediately the sun sets, night begins’ Danger lurks in the dead of
night. Written during the infamous gathering that also produced Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, John
Polidori’s short story “The Vampyre’ travels across countries, twists and turns through treacherous
forests, and reveals the perils of staying out after dark. It is accompanied here by two other classic
tales of the vampire genre, by Karl Adolf von Waschmann and Bram Stroker.

john polidori the vampyre: The legacy of John Polidori Sam George, Bill Hughes, 2024-10-01
John Polidori’s novella The Vampyre (1819) is perhaps ‘the most influential horror story of all time’
(Frayling). Polidori’s story transformed the shambling, mindless monster of folklore into a
sophisticated, seductive aristocrat that stalked London society rather than being confined to the
hinterlands of Eastern Europe. Polidori’s Lord Ruthven was thus the ancestor of the vampire as we
know it. This collection explores the genesis of Polidori’s vampire. It then tracks his bloodsucking
progeny across the centuries and maps his disquieting legacy. Texts discussed range from the
Romantic period, including the fascinating and little-known The Black Vampyre (1819), through the
melodramatic vampire theatricals in the 1820s, to contemporary vampire film, paranormal romance,
and science fiction. The essays emphasise the background of colonial revolution and racial
oppression in the early nineteenth century and the cultural shifts of postmodernity.

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre John William Polidori, 2009-05-01 The Vampyre is a
short story written by John William Polidori and first published in 1819. Christopher Frayling wrote
that it was the first story successfully to fuse the disparate elements of vampirism into a coherent
literary genre. The work quickly became a popular success, exploiting the public's penchant for
gothic horror and transforming the mythology of the vampire from a creature of folklore to an
aristocratic fiend preying on society.

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre, a Tale John Polidori, 2016-07-07 The Vampyre is a
short story by John William Polidori. It is based on a fragment written by Lord Byron in 1816 during
a gathering of author friends who, trapped inside due to bad weather, decided to write ghost stories.
At the request of a friend, Polidori wrote a complete story from the premise outlined in Byron's
fragment. Without either author's prior knowledge, the story was published in the April 1819 issue
of New Monthly Magazine as The Vampyre: A Tale by Lord Byron; despite immediate protests from
both Byron and Polidori, the attribution stuck, for a well-known author such as Byron attracted a
much better audience.

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre John William Polidori, George Gordon Byron Baron
Byron, 1819

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre John William Polidori, 2012-01 Unlike some other
reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this
leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there are images such as
portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they
represent accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections
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with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to enjoy.

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre A Tale John William Polidori, 2021-01-01 First
published in the year 1819, famous English suspense and thriller writer John William Polidori's book
'The Vampyre a Tale' is often viewed as the progenitor of the romantic vampire genre of fantasy
fiction.

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre' and Other Writings John William Polidori,
2014-10-28 June 18. Began my ghost story after tea. Twelve o' clock, really began to talk ghostly.
[Lord Byron] repeated some verses of Coleridge's Christabel, of the witch's breast; when silence
ensued, and Shelley, suddenly shrieking and putting his hands to his head, ran out of the room with
a candle. (from the Diary of Dr John William Polidori, 1816) So Polidori (1795-1821) records one of
the most famous storytelling evenings in English literature, the stormy night at the Villa Diodati that
was the source of Mary Shelley's Frankenstein and his own tale The Vampyre, as well as his Gothic
novel Ernestus Berchtold. Polidori's still-compelling works, included here in full, created figures of
seductive evil that continue to exert a powerful hold over literature and popular culture. In addition,
this collection makes available some of Polidori's fascinating lesser-known works such as his medical
thesis on nightmares, his essay on the death penalty, his poetry and diary. Many of these have not
been republished since the nineteenth century. Franklin Charles Bishop's introduction illuminates
the context in which The Vampyre was written, This book, first published in 1993, collects Spark's
essays on the Brontes, her selection of their letters and of Emily's poetry. Evident throughout are
Spark's critical intelligence, dry wit, and refusal to sentimentalise - qualities that gave her own
novels their particular appeal. At the same time, The Essence of the Brontés is Muriel Spark's
tribute to the sisters whose talents placed them on a stage from where they could hypnotize their
own generation and, even more, posterity.

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre John William Polidori, 2016-12-06 John William
Polidori (7 September 1795 - 24 August 1821) was an English writer and physician. He is known for
his associations with the Romantic movement and credited by some as the creator of the vampire
genre of fantasy fiction. His most successful work was the short story The Vampyre (1819), the first
published modern vampire story. Although originally and erroneously accredited to Lord Byron, both
Byron and Polidori affirmed that the story is Polidori's

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre John Polidori, 2010-11-05 The Vampyre is a short
story written by John William Polidori and is a progenitor of the romantic vampire genre of fantasy
fiction.The work is described by Christopher Frayling as the first story successfully to fuse the
disparate elements of vampirism into a coherent literary genre.The story has its genesis in the
summer of 1816, the Year Without a Summer, when Europe and parts of North America underwent a
severe climate abnormality. Lord Byron and his young physician John Polidori were staying at the
Villa Diodati by Lake Geneva and were visited by Percy Bysshe Shelley, Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley
and Claire Clairmont. Kept indoors by the incessant rain of that wet, ungenial summer, over three
days in June the five turned to telling fantastical stories, and then writing their own. Mary Shelley
produced what would become Frankenstein, or The Modern Prometheus. Polidori was inspired by a
fragmentary story of Byron's, Fragment of a Novel (1816), and in two or three idle mornings
produced The Vampyre.

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre; a Tale by John William Polidori John Polidori,
2017-11-29 The Vampyre is a short story by John William Polidori. It is based on a fragment written
by Lord Byron in 1816 during a gathering of author friends who, trapped inside due to bad weather,
decided to write ghost stories. At the request of a friend, Polidori wrote a complete story from the
premise outlined in Byron's fragment. Without either author's prior knowledge, the story was
published in the April 1819 issue of New Monthly Magazine as The Vampyre: A Tale by Lord Byron;
despite immediate protests from both Byron and Polidori, the attribution stuck, for a well-known
author such as Byron attracted a much better audience.

john polidori the vampyre: ,

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampire a Tale John William Polidori, 2018-09-26 The



Vampyre is a short story by John William Polidori. It is based on a fragment written by Lord Byron in
1816 during a gathering of author friends who, trapped inside due to bad weather, decided to write
ghost stories. At the request of a friend, Polidori wrote a complete story from the premise outlined in
Byron's fragment. Without either author's prior knowledge, the story was published in the April 1819
issue of New Monthly Magazine as The Vampyre: A Tale by Lord Byron; despite immediate protests
from both Byron and Polidori, the attribution stuck, for a well-known author such as Byron attracted
a much better audience.

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre and Carmilla John Polidori, Sheridan Le Fanu,
2025-10-14 The first vampire short story and novella, which came before Dracula, together in one
Penguin Classics hardcover, a Penguin Speculative Fiction Special, with a foreword by #1 New York
Times-bestselling author V. E. Schwab A Penguin Classic Hardcover The first vampire short story in
English, The Vampyre by John Polidori, and the first vampire novella, Carmilla by Joseph Sheridan
Le Fanu, are published together in one volume. The Vampyre, first published in 1819, features Lord
Ruthven, a deathly pale yet fatally charismatic nobleman who preys on women of high society and is
generally considered as the first fully developed vampire narrative in English literature. It is here
accompanied by Alaric Watts’s introduction, with which it was published throughout the nineteenth
century, and which contains important supplementary material on vampire beliefs. Carmilla
(1871-2) by Joseph Sheridan Le Fanu is a nineteenth-century Gothic novella featuring a protagonist
who typifies the long line of female and lesbian vampires in literature, movies, television series, and
artwork. In a castle deep in the Austrian forest, Laura, a young woman, leads an isolated life with
her father. A horse-drawn carriage crashes and an unexpected guest, the mysterious and seductive
Carmilla, enters their lives. An early, sophisticated, and influential vampire novel, Carmilla predates
Bram Stoker’s Dracula by twenty-five years and the film Nosferatu by fifty. Penguin Speculative
Fiction Special is a hardcover series of horror, science fiction, fantasy, and more published by
Penguin Classics. Featuring custom endpapers, specially commissioned cover art, and introductions
by scholars and notable figures, these collectible editions celebrate classics that invite us to ask,
“What if?” and that, through bold imagination, alternative visions, and magical realms, transform
our perception of our world.

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre : a Tale John William Polidori, 2018-09-22 The
Vampyre is a short work of prose fiction written in 1819 by John William Polidori. The work is often
viewed as the progenitor of the romantic vampire genre of fantasy fiction.The work is described by
Christopher Frayling as the first story successfully to fuse the disparate elements of vampirism into
a coherent literary genre.

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre John William Polidori, 2017-12-10 Excerpt from The
Vampyre: A Tale Thevuniversal belief is, that a person sucked by a; vainpyre becomes a yampyre
himself, and'sucksin his turn. 'l' Chief bailiff. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is
a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present
in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.

john polidori the vampyre: The Vampire the Tale John William Polidori, 2016-10-11 The
Vampyre, a Tale: The Vampyre is a short story by John William Polidori. It is based on a fragment
written by Lord Byron in 1816 during a gathering of author friends who, trapped inside due to bad
weather, decided to write ghost stories. At the request of a friend, Polidori wrote a complete story
from the premise outlined in Byron's fragment. Without either author's prior knowledge, the story
was published in the April 1819 issue of New Monthly Magazine as The Vampyre: A Tale by Lord
Byron; despite immediate protests from both Byron and Polidori, the attribution stuck, for a
well-known author such as Byron attracted a much better audience.




john polidori the vampyre: The Vampyre; a Tale John William Polidori, 2019-05-25 When a
young Englishman by the name of Aubrey meets the mysterious new arrival in London society Lord
Ruthven, the two embark on a trip to Rome. They are soon separated, only to meet once again at the
scene of what appears to be a vampire attack in Greece. John William Polidori (1795 - 1821) was an
English physician and writer most famous for writing this book, which is widely acknowledged as
being the first modern vampire story. It was originally and erroneously attributed to Lord Byron, but
both Byron and Polidori confirmed that the story is Polidori's. The Vampyre will appeal to lovers of
horror and macabre fiction, and it is not to be missed by the discerning collector. Other notable
works by this author include: Cajetan (1816), Boadicea (1816), and On the Punishment of Death
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