hypnotize system of a down

hypnotize system of a down is a compelling album that showcases the band’s
unique blend of alternative metal, nu-metal, and Armenian influences.
Released in 2005, Hypnotize is the fifth studio album by the American rock
band System of a Down, and it continues the band's tradition of combining
powerful lyrics with innovative musical compositions. This article explores
the album’s background, themes, musical style, and its significance within
the band’s discography, providing an in-depth understanding for both new
listeners and longtime fans.

Background and Release of Hypnotize

Formation and Evolution of System of a Down

System of a Down was formed in Los Angeles in 1994, comprising members Serj
Tankian (vocals, keyboards), Daron Malakian (guitar, vocals), Shavo Odadjian
(bass), and John Dolmayan (drums). Known for their energetic performances and
socially conscious lyrics, the band quickly gained recognition with their
debut album, System of a Down (1998).

The Creative Process Behind Hypnotize

Following the success of their previous albums, including Toxicity (2001),
the band members took a hiatus but reconvened to work on new material.
Hypnotize was recorded alongside its companion album, Mezmerize, during the
same sessions in 2004-2005. The band chose to release these albums separately
but within months of each other, creating a thematic and musical connection.

Release and Reception

Hypnotize was officially released on November 22, 2005. It debuted at number
one on the US Billboard 200 chart and received generally positive reviews
from critics. Its success solidified System of a Down’s reputation as one of
the most innovative and socially aware bands in the rock scene.

Thematic Overview of Hypnotize

Central Themes Explored

The album delves into a variety of themes, including political corruption,
war, media manipulation, mental health, and societal control. The band’s



lyrics often contain satirical and provocative messages aimed at exposing
uncomfortable truths and encouraging critical thinking.

Some prominent themes include:
e Anti-war sentiments and commentary on conflicts such as the Iraq War
e Critique of political authority and government corruption
e Media influence and propaganda
e Psychological struggles and mental health issues

e Existential reflections and personal introspection

Notable Songs and Their Messages

- Hypnotize: The title track explores the idea of manipulation and control,
suggesting how society is hypnotized into compliance.

- Attack: An aggressive critique of military violence and war.

- Stealing Society: Addresses societal corruption and the loss of innocence.
- Bring It Down: A call for resistance against oppressive forces.

Musical Style and Composition

Distinctive Sound of Hypnotize

System of a Down is known for their eclectic and experimental approach to
metal and rock. Hypnotize continues this tradition with a mix of heavy riffs,
melodic passages, and unconventional song structures.

Key musical elements include:

e Complex guitar riffs and aggressive breakdowns

Dynamic shifts between soft melodies and intense sections

Use of Armenian folk influences, especially in melodies and scales

Serj Tankian's versatile vocal style, ranging from melodic singing to
aggressive screams

Experimental production techniques that add depth and texture



Notable Tracks and Their Musical Characteristics

- Hypnotize: Opens with a hypnotic, looping riff, building into a powerful,
groove-laden chorus.

- Lonely Day: A somber ballad with melancholic melodies and acoustic
instrumentation.

- Violent Pornography: Combines heavy riffs with satirical lyrics criticizing
media sensationalism.

- Holy Mountains: Features Armenian folk melodies blended with metal,
emphasizing cultural identity and political themes.

Impact and Legacy of Hypnotize

Critical and Commercial Success

Hypnotize was praised for its ambitious scope and lyrical depth. Critics
highlighted the album’s diversity and the band’s ability to blend genres
seamlessly. Commercially, it was a success, debuting at number one on the
Billboard 200 and selling over 300,000 copies in its first week.

Influence on Rock and Metal Genres

The album reinforced System of a Down’s reputation for pushing genre
boundaries. Its politically charged lyrics and experimental sound influenced
many bands within alternative and metal scenes, inspiring a new generation of
musicians committed to social activism through music.

Fan Reception and Cultural Impact

Fans appreciate Hypnotize for its emotional depth and thought-provoking
content. Songs like "Hypnotize" and "Lonely Day" have become staples in the
band’s live performances. The album also remains relevant due to its timely
themes on war, media, and societal control.

Conclusion: The Significance of Hypnotize in
System of a Down’s Discography

Hypnotize stands as a testament to System of a Down’s innovative spirit and
their dedication to addressing pressing social issues through music. Its
blend of aggressive riffs, melodic passages, and incisive lyrics makes it a
landmark album that continues to resonate with listeners worldwide. Whether
exploring themes of manipulation, war, or personal struggle, Hypnotize
invites audiences to question the world around them and seek truth beneath
the surface.



Why Listen to Hypnotize Today?

For new listeners, Hypnotize offers a comprehensive introduction to System of
a Down’s eclectic style and potent lyrical message. For longtime fans, it'’s a
culmination of their artistic evolution, showcasing their ability to craft
music that is both sonically innovative and socially meaningful.

Final Thoughts

In an era where music can serve as a catalyst for change, Hypnotize remains a
powerful album that challenges listeners to think critically about the world.
Its enduring relevance and artistic excellence make it a must-listen for
anyone interested in the intersection of music and social consciousness.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind System of a Down's song
'Hypnotize'?

The song 'Hypnotize' explores themes of manipulation, mass media influence,
and societal control, reflecting on how people can be hypnotized by the
powers that be and the importance of awareness.

How does 'Hypnotize' fit within System of a Down's
overall discography?

Released as part of their 2005 double album 'Mezmerize,' the song 'Hypnotize'
continues SOAD's signature blend of alternative metal and political
commentary, showcasing their tendency to address societal issues through
provocative lyrics.

Are there any music videos associated with
'Hypnotize' by System of a Down?

While there isn't a dedicated official music video for 'Hypnotize,' the song
is often associated with the visual themes from the 'Mezmerize' album, which
includes various symbolic imagery related to control and societal influence.



What are some notable live performances of
'Hypnotize' by System of a Down?

System of a Down has performed 'Hypnotize' at numerous major festivals and
concerts, including their 2005 world tour, often featuring intense energy and
crowd interaction, emphasizing the song's powerful message.

How has 'Hypnotize' been received by fans and
critics?

The song has been praised for its compelling lyrics and energetic
composition, with fans appreciating its commentary on societal control,
making it a memorable part of SOAD's discography.

What inspired System of a Down to write 'Hypnotize'?

The band was inspired by concerns over political manipulation, media
influence, and the general tendency of society to be passive consumers of
information, prompting them to create a song that encourages awareness.

Is there any symbolism in the lyrics of 'Hypnotize'?

Yes, the lyrics contain symbolism related to mind control and societal
distraction, using imagery such as 'hypnotize' to represent how people can be
easily influenced or manipulated.

How does 'Hypnotize' compare to other System of a
Down songs in terms of themes?

Similar to many of SOAD's tracks, 'Hypnotize' tackles political and social
issues, aligning with their characteristic themes of government corruption,
media manipulation, and societal awareness.

Will System of a Down perform 'Hypnotize' in future
tours or reunions?

While there are no official announcements, fans hope the band will include
'Hypnotize' in future performances, given its popularity and relevance,
especially during reunion shows and special events.

Additional Resources

Hypnotize System of a Down: An In-Depth Investigation into the Band'’s
Masterpiece and Its Cultural Impact

System of a Down’s album Hypnotize stands as a monumental work within the



landscape of early 2lst-century rock and metal music. Released in 2005 as the
second part of a conceptual double album—the companion to Mezmerize—-Hypnotize
showcases the band’s unique blend of aggressive metal, Armenian folk
influences, and politically charged lyricism. This investigative review seeks
to unpack the album’s musical intricacies, lyrical themes, production
nuances, and its enduring influence on both fans and critics alike.

Context and Background: The Making of Hypnotize

Band Dynamics and Creative Process

By 2005, System of a Down (SOAD) had established itself as a band unafraid to
challenge conventions. Comprising Serj Tankian (vocals, keyboards), Daron
Malakian (guitar, vocals), Shavo Odadjian (bass), and John Dolmayan (drums),
the band’s chemistry was characterized by a willingness to experiment and
address controversial topics.

The creation of Hypnotize was driven by a desire to respond to the political
climate post-9/11, with the band members taking a somewhat fragmented
approach—-writing separately and then collaborating. The album’s recording
sessions took place over a period of approximately two years, largely in Los
Angeles, with producer Rick Rubin overseeing the process.

Release and Reception

Upon its release on November 22, 2005, Hypnotize debuted at number one on the
Billboard 200 chart, signaling immediate commercial success. Critics praised
the album’s eclecticism, lyrical depth, and technical proficiency, though
some noted that the album’s intensity could be overwhelming. Its dual release
with Mezmerize marked a significant moment in rock history, as few bands had
attempted such a conceptual pairing.

Musical Composition and Style

Genre Blending and Song Structures

Hypnotize is a testament to SOAD’s genre-defying approach. The album



seamlessly integrates:

- Alternative Metal

- Progressive Rock

- Armenian Folk Influences
- Punk Rock

- Experimental Sounds

This fusion creates a sonic palette that is both aggressive and intricate,
often shifting abruptly within songs.

Notable features include:

- Use of unconventional time signatures (e.g., 7/8, 9/8)

- Sudden tempo changes

- Layered instrumentation

- Vocal diversity, from melodic singing to ferocious screams

Key Tracks and Their Musical Elements

- Hypnotize: Opens with a hypnotic riff, blending groove with dissonance,
featuring a chorus that subtly shifts meters.

- Soldier Side: A haunting acoustic ballad with a somber melody and layered
harmonies.

- B.Y.0.B.: Famous for its energetic pace, syncopated rhythms, and
politically charged lyrics, it combines punk energy with complex guitar work.
- Cigaro: Satirical and provocative, with a funky bassline and sarcastic
vocal delivery.

- Question!: An experimental track with a jazz-influenced intro, evolving
into a heavy, riff-driven segment.

Lyrical Themes and Political Commentary

Core Themes Explored in Hypnotize

System of a Down’s lyrics on Hypnotize are characterized by their
incisiveness and social critique. Themes include:

- War and Militarism

- Media Manipulation

- Political Corruption

- American Imperialism

- Religious and Cultural Identity



- Mental Health and Personal Struggles
- The Nature of Hypnosis and Control

Notable Lyrics and Their Significance

- "Why do they always send the poor?" (from B.Y.0.B.): Highlights societal
inequality and the exploitation of the underprivileged in war.

- "I'm just a man, I'm not a hero" (from Cigaro): A satirical take on
celebrity culture and arrogance.

- "Hypnotize": The title track’s lyrics evoke themes of manipulation and mass
control, drawing parallels to societal conditioning.

Political and Cultural Impact

The album’s lyrical content resonated strongly during a period of global
unrest. Its critique of government policies, media complicity, and societal
apathy made it an anthem for activism among fans. The band’s Armenian
heritage also subtly informed their perspectives on genocide recognition and
cultural identity, underscoring their commitment to social justice.

Production and Technical Aspects

Recording Techniques and Sound Engineering

Produced by Rick Rubin, Hypnotize features a raw yet polished sound,
emphasizing clarity and power. Techniques include:

- Layered guitars with heavy distortion

- Dynamic vocal effects to enhance emotional delivery

- Use of traditional Armenian instruments subtly incorporated into
arrangements

- Strategic use of silence and space to create tension

Mixing and Mastering

The album’s mix balances the dense layers without sacrificing clarity.
Rubin’s approach accentuates the contrast between melodic sections and
aggressive riffs, allowing each element to stand out. The mastering process
ensured a loud, impactful sound suitable for both radio play and headphone



listening.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Reception by Critics and Fans

Hypnotize was met with widespread critical acclaim, often praised for its
musical daring and lyrical depth. Many critics lauded its consistency as a
follow-up to Mezmerize, though some noted the album’s intense energy could be
exhausting.

Fans appreciated the album’s authenticity and relevance, with tracks like
B.Y.0.B. becoming anthems for political activism and Soldier Side serving as
a poignant reminder of the human cost of conflict.

Influence on the Genre and Subsequent Artists

System of a Down’s Hypnotize influenced a generation of musicians who seek to
combine social consciousness with experimental musicality. Its success
demonstrated that politically charged content could be commercially viable,
encouraging other bands to address pressing societal issues.

Furthermore, the album’s innovative blend of genres and complex arrangements
set a new standard for alternative metal and nu-metal bands, inspiring a
broader acceptance of musical experimentation.

Controversies and Interpretations

Reception of Lyrics and Content

Some critics and listeners debated the interpretation of certain lyrics,
perceiving them as ambiguous or provocative. The satirical tone of songs like
Cigaro and B.Y.0.B. sparked discussions about artistic expression versus
offensive content.

Additionally, the band’s outspoken political stance drew both admiration and
controversy, with some accusing them of alienating certain audiences.



Band’s Public Statements and Intentions

Daron Malakian and Serj Tankian have clarified that their intent was to
provoke thought and challenge complacency. They viewed Hypnotize as a
reflection of a tumultuous era, aiming to inspire awareness and activism.

Conclusion: Hypnotize'’'s Enduring Significance

System of a Down’s Hypnotize remains a landmark album that encapsulates the
band’s artistic vision and social consciousness. Its innovative musicality,
provocative lyrics, and cultural relevance have cemented its place in rock
history. The album not only showcases a band at the height of its creative
powers but also serves as a mirror to the turbulent times of the early 2000s.

For listeners and critics alike, Hypnotize continues to be a compelling
exploration of the human condition, societal manipulation, and the power of
music to challenge and inspire. Its legacy endures as a testament to the
transformative potential of art that refuses to shy away from difficult
truths.

In summary, Hypnotize by System of a Down is more than just an album; it’s a
cultural artifact that captures a moment of global upheaval through a lens of
musical innovation and lyrical honesty. Its influence persists, making it a
subject worthy of ongoing analysis and appreciation in both music circles and
scholarly discussions.
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