
harry potter and the the order of the phoenix
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix is the fifth installment in J.K. Rowling’s beloved Harry
Potter series, capturing readers’ imaginations with its darker tone, complex characters, and intricate
plot developments. This novel marks a turning point in Harry’s journey, as he faces new challenges
both within and outside the wizarding world. From the rise of Voldemort’s influence to Harry’s
personal struggles, "Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix" is a pivotal chapter that deepens the
series’ themes of friendship, bravery, and the fight against evil.

---

Overview of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix

"Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix" was published in 2003 and is renowned for its length and
complexity. It explores Harry’s fifth year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, a period
marked by turmoil, resistance, and self-discovery. The story delves into the resurgence of Lord
Voldemort’s power, the formation of a secret resistance group—the Order of the Phoenix—and Harry’s
personal battles with authority and identity.

---

Main Themes and Plot Summary

The Return of Voldemort and the Rise of Dark Forces

One of the central themes of this book is the return of Lord Voldemort. Unlike previous installments,
where the threat was often hinted at or faced indirectly, this novel confronts the reality of Voldemort’s
return head-on. The wizarding community is divided on whether to believe Harry and Dumbledore,
who warn of impending danger, or to dismiss their concerns. This skepticism leads to increased
tension and a sense of paranoia within the wizarding world.

Harry’s Personal Struggles and Adolescence

Harry’s fifth year is also a journey through adolescence. He grapples with feelings of anger,
frustration, and isolation. His experiences with the magical government, the Ministry of Magic, and his
own emotional growth are central to the narrative. Harry’s internal conflicts are heightened by the
presence of a new, oppressive teacher—Dolores Umbridge—who enforces strict, unjust rules at
Hogwarts, symbolizing the corrupting influence of authority.



The Formation of Dumbledore’s Army

In response to the oppressive regime of Dolores Umbridge, Harry and his friends form "Dumbledore’s
Army" (or "the DA")—a secret student-led Defense Against the Dark Arts group. This initiative
empowers students to learn practical spells and fight back against the dark forces threatening their
world. The DA becomes a symbol of resistance, courage, and self-reliance.

The Prophecy and Its Significance

A crucial plot element is the prophecy made by Sybill Trelawney, which reveals that Harry has the
power to defeat Voldemort and that either Harry or Voldemort must die at the hands of the other. This
prophecy intensifies Harry’s sense of destiny and responsibility, shaping much of his actions and
emotional state throughout the story.

---

Key Characters and Their Development

Harry Potter

Harry’s character arc in this book emphasizes maturity. He becomes more introspective, confronts his
fears, and takes on greater responsibilities. His leadership in Dumbledore’s Army and his decision to
seek out the truth about the prophecy showcase his growth beyond the impulsive boy he once was.

Albus Dumbledore

Dumbledore’s role is more complex than ever. He is secretive about the prophecy’s details, which
causes tension with Harry and others. His decision to keep Harry in the dark reflects his cautious
approach to protecting Harry and the wizarding world, though it also raises ethical questions about
transparency and trust.

Dolores Umbridge

As the primary antagonist within Hogwarts, Dolores Umbridge embodies oppressive authority. Her
strict rules, use of cruel punishment, and dismissive attitude symbolize the danger of unchecked
power and institutional corruption.



The Order of the Phoenix

This secret society, founded by Dumbledore, is dedicated to fighting Voldemort and his followers. Key
members include Sirius Black, Remus Lupin, and Arthur Weasley. Their clandestine activities highlight
the importance of unity and resistance in the face of tyranny.

---

Major Events and Their Impact

The Inquisition and the Trial of Harry

Harry’s interactions with the Ministry of Magic become increasingly strained. The Ministry dismisses
Harry’s warnings and attempts to discredit him, culminating in a televised hearing where Harry is
falsely accused of using magic outside school grounds. This event underscores the theme of
government corruption and the suppression of truth.

The Battle at the Ministry of Magic

The climax of the novel involves a battle between Harry’s group and Voldemort’s Death Eaters at the
Ministry. Harry and his friends confront their enemies, leading to pivotal revelations about the
prophecy and Voldemort’s intentions. The battle also results in the death of Sirius Black, a
devastating loss for Harry and his friends.

Harry’s Confrontation with Voldemort

The climax features a duel between Harry and Voldemort, where Harry’s ability to love and his
connection to Voldemort’s Horcruxes play a critical role. This confrontation reveals that Harry is a true
hero who values compassion over revenge.

---

The Significance of "Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix"

Setting the Stage for Future Books

This novel serves as a bridge between the more innocent, magical childhood of Harry’s earlier years



and the darker, more mature conflicts that follow. It introduces complex political themes and moral
dilemmas, preparing readers for the series’ concluding installments.

Exploration of Authority and Rebellion

The character of Dolores Umbridge and the formation of Dumbledore’s Army symbolize the struggle
between oppressive authority and grassroots resistance. The story encourages readers to question
authority and stand up for what is right.

Emphasis on Friendship and Loyalty

Throughout the novel, Harry’s relationships with friends like Ron, Hermione, and Sirius are central.
Their loyalty and courage demonstrate the importance of friendship in overcoming adversity.

---

Impact and Reception

"Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix" received widespread acclaim for its depth, character
development, and thematic complexity. Fans appreciated its darker tone and the way it addressed
real-world issues like government corruption, censorship, and moral ambiguity. Its adaptation into a
blockbuster film in 2007 further cemented its place as a pivotal part of the Harry Potter franchise.

---

Conclusion

"Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix" stands out as a richly layered novel that expands the
Harry Potter universe while exploring mature themes and complex characters. It challenges Harry and
his friends to grow beyond their childhood innocence and face the realities of a world at war. With its
compelling plot, memorable characters, and thought-provoking themes, this book remains a
cornerstone of the series and a favorite among fans worldwide. Whether you’re a long-time reader or
new to the wizarding world, understanding the significance of this novel enhances appreciation for the
entire Harry Potter saga.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Harry Potter and the



Order of the Phoenix'?
The novel explores themes such as the importance of friendship and loyalty, the struggle against
authoritarianism and corruption, the power of resilience in the face of adversity, and the importance
of standing up for what is right despite fear and opposition.

How does 'Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix' develop
Harry's character?
The book depicts Harry as increasingly mature and self-aware, confronting feelings of anger,
frustration, and loss. He also grows in leadership as he takes on more responsibility within
Dumbledore's Army and learns to trust his instincts.

What is the significance of the prophecy in the story?
The prophecy reveals that Harry has a unique connection to Voldemort and that either Harry or
Voldemort must die at the hands of the other to end the dark wizard's reign. It heightens the stakes of
their battle and motivates Harry's actions throughout the series.

How does the portrayal of the Ministry of Magic in this book
reflect real-world issues?
The Ministry of Magic's denial, corruption, and oppressive policies mirror real-world political issues
such as authoritarianism, censorship, and the abuse of power, highlighting themes of resistance and
the importance of truth.

What role does Dumbledore play in this installment compared
to previous books?
Dumbledore becomes more mysterious and distant, withholding information from Harry to protect
him. His strategic and cautious approach contrasts with his earlier more openly supportive role,
emphasizing themes of trust and secrecy.

Why is 'Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix' considered
a pivotal book in the series?
It marks a turning point with Harry facing more mature challenges, the introduction of the Order of
the Phoenix as a resistance group, and significant revelations about Voldemort's return and the
prophecy, setting the stage for the final confrontations.

Additional Resources
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix: An In-Depth Review

---



Introduction: A Darker Turn in the Wizarding World

"Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix" marks a significant turning point in J.K. Rowling's beloved
series. As the fifth installment, it delves into darker themes, complex character development, and the
political upheaval within the wizarding community. This novel is often regarded as the most mature
and nuanced entry in the series, reflecting Harry's internal struggles and the escalating threat posed
by Lord Voldemort.

---

Plot Overview

At its core, the story revolves around Harry's return to Hogwarts for his fifth year, which is
overshadowed by the Ministry of Magic's refusal to acknowledge Voldemort's return. The Ministry's
denial leads to a series of conflicts, both external and internal, as Harry grapples with the burden of
prophecy, authority figures, and his own identity.

Key plot points include:

- Harry's troubled summer, marked by visions and the intrusion of Voldemort into his mind.
- The formation of Dumbledore's Army (D.A.), a secret student-led organization aimed at defense
against the dark arts.
- The oppressive presence of Dolores Umbridge, the Ministry's appointed High Inquisitor at Hogwarts,
who enforces strict rules and suppresses student learning.
- The revelation of the prophecy concerning Harry and Voldemort, which profoundly impacts Harry's
understanding of his destiny.
- The climactic Battle at the Department of Mysteries, where Harry and his friends confront Death
Eaters and learn more about Voldemort's plans.

---

Thematic Depth and Tone

Darker Themes and Maturity

Unlike previous books, "Order of the Phoenix" explores themes of:

- Authority and Rebellion: The conflict between Harry and the Ministry, epitomized by Umbridge's
tyranny, reflects broader themes of resistance against oppressive regimes.
- Fear and Denial: Harry's struggles with his mental health and the Ministry's refusal to accept
Voldemort's return mirror real-world societal issues.
- Loss and Resilience: The death of Sirius Black, Harry's godfather, is a pivotal emotional moment that
underscores the series' darker tone.

Tone and Atmosphere



Rowling's tone shifts to a more serious and sometimes bleak atmosphere, emphasizing Harry's
feelings of isolation, frustration, and anger. The narrative doesn't shy away from depicting the
complexities of adolescence, grief, and moral ambiguity.

---

Character Development

Harry Potter

- Harry matures significantly, confronting his fears and accepting the weight of his destiny.
- His internal struggle with anger and grief is portrayed with nuance, especially after Sirius's death.
- The novel explores Harry's leadership qualities as he takes charge of Dumbledore's Army.

Hermione Granger and Ron Weasley

- Hermione's resourcefulness and moral conviction shine as she supports Harry and helps organize
the D.A.
- Ron's loyalty and bravery are highlighted, especially during the Department of Mysteries.

Sirius Black

- Sirius's role as Harry's mentor and surrogate father deepens emotional investment.
- His death marks a turning point, emphasizing the series' darker themes.

New and Supporting Characters

- Dolores Umbridge: A symbol of bureaucratic cruelty and authoritarianism, her character embodies
the oppressive regime Harry opposes.
- Luna Lovegood and Neville Longbottom: Their growth throughout the series is further emphasized
here, with Luna's eccentricity and Neville's bravery coming to the fore.
- The members of the Order of the Phoenix: Their clandestine activities and sacrifices are given more
depth, highlighting the resistance against Voldemort.

---

Setting and World-Building

Hogwarts

- The castle becomes a battleground of ideas and authority, with Umbridge's oppressive regime
creating a tense environment.
- The formation of Dumbledore’s Army adds a new layer of student agency within the school.

The Wizarding World



- The Ministry’s denial and manipulation reveal the political landscape, showcasing a society in denial
and fear.
- The Department of Mysteries introduces readers to the secretive, mystical aspects of the wizarding
universe.

---

Major Themes and Symbols

The Prophecy

- Central to the plot, the prophecy about Harry and Voldemort underscores themes of fate, choice,
and destiny.
- It raises questions about free will versus predetermination.

Order and Chaos

- The "Order of the Phoenix" itself symbolizes resistance and unity against tyranny.
- The chaos at Hogwarts and the Department of Mysteries reflects the tumultuous state of the
wizarding world.

The Room of Requirement

- Serves as a symbol of resourcefulness and hidden strength.
- Its role as the secret meeting place for Dumbledore’s Army emphasizes themes of rebellion and
hope.

---

Writing Style and Narrative Structure

Rowling's writing in this installment is notably darker, more introspective, and emotionally charged.
The narrative employs multiple perspectives, primarily through Harry’s point of view, allowing readers
to experience his internal conflicts firsthand.

The pacing varies, with tense action scenes like the Battle of the Department of Mysteries contrasted
by introspective moments, character reflections, and political commentary.

Her descriptive prose effectively builds atmosphere, from the gloomy corridors of Hogwarts to the
eerie depths of the Ministry of Magic.

---



Critical Reception and Impact

Reception

- Critics and fans alike praised "Order of the Phoenix" for its mature themes, complex characters, and
intricate plotting.
- Some pointed out its darker tone and length as challenges, but overall, it was seen as a pivotal
evolution in the series.

Impact on the Series

- The novel deepens the overarching narrative, setting the stage for the final confrontations.
- It introduces critical plot elements, such as the prophecy and the real threat of Voldemort, which
drive the series forward.

Cultural Significance

- The portrayal of authority figures like Umbridge has resonated as a critique of bureaucratic
oppression.
- The D.A. became a symbol of resistance, inspiring many young readers to stand up against injustice.

---

Adaptations and Visual Representation

The 2007 film adaptation, directed by David Yates, captures much of the novel's dark tone and
complex characters. While condensing certain plot points, the film emphasizes the oppressive
atmosphere and the emotional depth of Harry’s journey. Notable visual elements include:

- The depiction of Hogwarts under Umbridge’s regime.
- The Battle of the Department of Mysteries, with its atmospheric special effects.
- The portrayal of Sirius Black’s death, which remains a poignant moment.

---

Conclusion: A Landmark in the Series

"Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix" stands out as a mature, emotionally layered addition to
the series. It challenges readers with its darker themes, nuanced characters, and political
commentary, all while maintaining the magic and adventure that define the franchise.

This installment is essential for understanding Harry’s growth, the escalating conflict with Voldemort,
and the broader societal issues within the wizarding world. Its influence extends beyond literature,
inspiring discussions about authority, resistance, and the importance of unity in the face of adversity.



For fans and newcomers alike, "Order of the Phoenix" offers a compelling, thought-provoking chapter
that deepens the Harry Potter universe and sets the stage for the series' climactic conclusion.

Harry Potter And The The Order Of The Phoenix

  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
J.K. Rowling, 2015-12-08 'You are sharing the Dark Lord's thoughts and emotions. The Headmaster
thinks it inadvisable for this to continue. He wishes me to teach you how to close your mind to the
Dark Lord.' Dark times have come to Hogwarts. After the Dementors' attack on his cousin Dudley,
Harry Potter knows that Voldemort will stop at nothing to find him. There are many who deny the
Dark Lord's return, but Harry is not alone: a secret order gathers at Grimmauld Place to fight
against the Dark forces. Harry must allow Professor Snape to teach him how to protect himself from
Voldemort's savage assaults on his mind. But they are growing stronger by the day and Harry is
running out of time... Having become classics of our time, the Harry Potter eBooks never fail to
bring comfort and escapism. With their message of hope, belonging and the enduring power of truth
and love, the story of the Boy Who Lived continues to delight generations of new readers.
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix J. K. Rowling, 2008-08-11 When the government of the magic world and authorities at
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry refuse to believe in the growing threat of a freshly
revived Lord Voldemort, fifteen-year-old Harry Potter finds support from his loyal friends in facing
the evil wizard and other new terrors.As Harry faces his upcoming fifth year at Hogwarts Academy,
there are increasing rumors of dark times coming and of Lord Voldemort's return to power, and a
secret anti-Voldemort society, The Order of the Phoenix, begins meeting again.
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter and the order of the phoenix
(Arabic). J. K. Rowling, 19??
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix J.
K. Rowling, 2004 The phenomenal bestseller is now in paperback. In his fifth year at Hogwart's,
15-year-old Harry faces challenges at every turn, from the dark threat of
He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named to the rise of Ron Weasley as the keeper of the Gryffindor Quidditch
Team. Illustrations.
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix BLOOMSBURY, J. K. Rowling, 2003-06
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter Film Vault: The Order of the
Phoenix and Dark Forces Insight Editions, 2021-11-23 Good versus evil brought to cinematic life:
the opposing forces of Dumbledore's benevolent wizards and the power-hungry Voldemort and the
Death Eaters. From Alastor Mad-Eye Moody to Sirius Black and Nymphadora Tonks, members of the
Order of the Phoenix play a central role in the Harry Potter films. This volume gives an in-depth look
at the secret society and also covers the Death Eaters and other Dark forces that oppose it. Harry
Potter Film Vault compiles the filmmaking secrets and visionary artistry behind the Harry Potter
films into a series of twelve deluxe collectible volumes. Intricately designed and packed with
gorgeous concept art and unit photography from the Warner Bros. archive, each volume in the series
gives fans striking insights about bringing the Wizarding World to the big screen. Praise for the
Harry Potter Film Vault series A detailed, behind-the-scenes look at creating some aspect of the
wizarding world for the films. — The Leaky Cauldron These are great! They're gorgeous, and
because they break down the different aspects of the films into twelve volumes, they may have more
detail than some of the other compendiums out there . . . these might just be my new favorite Potter
film books. — MuggleNet [A] super cool behind the scenes series of the Harry Potter films . . .
Twelve volumes that take the viewer on distinct adventures that unveil various aspects of the
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beloved movies. — Apartment Therapy You're going to want to collect them all. — Wizards and
Whatnot
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix - Book # 5 J.K. Rowling, 2003
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter Magical Magical Stories,
2016-01-18 Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix is the fifth novel in the Harry Potter series,
written by J. K. Rowling. It follows Harry Potter's struggles through his fifth year at Hogwarts School
of Witchcraft and Wizardry, including the surreptitious return of the antagonist Lord Voldemort,
O.W.L. exams, and an obstructive Ministry of Magic. The novel was published on 21 June 2003 by
Bloomsbury in the United Kingdom, Scholastic in the United States, and Raincoast in Canada. Five
million copies were sold in the first 24 hours of publication.[2] It is the longest book of the series.
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix has won several awards, including being named an
American Library Association Best Book for Young Adults in 2003. The book has also been made into
a film, which was released in 2007, and into a video game by Electronic Arts.
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: 哈利+!JY'T2'b3!3G!Na (Harry Potter and
the Order of the Phoenix) , 2016
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: The Harry Potter Generation Emily Lauer,
Balaka Basu, 2019-04-10 The generation of readers most heavily impacted by J.K. Rowling's Harry
Potter series--those who grew up alongside the boy who lived--have come of age. They are poised to
become teachers, parents, critics and writers, and many of their views and choices will be influenced
by the literary revolution in which they were immersed. This collection of new essays explores the
many different ways in which Harry Potter has shaped this generation's views on everything from
politics to identity to pedagogical spaces online. It seeks to determine how the books have affected
fans' understanding of their place in the world and their capacity to create it anew.
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix (SparkNotes Literature Guide) SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 Harry Potter and the Order of
the Phoenix (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by J.K. Rowling Making the reading experience fun!
Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide:
smarter, better, faster.Geared to what today's students need to know, SparkNotes
provides:chapter-by-chapter analysis explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols a review quiz
and essay topics Lively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night studying and writing
papers.
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter ,
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: The Ivory Tower and Harry Potter Lana A.
Whited, 2004 Now available in paper, The Ivory Tower and Harry Potter is the first book-length
analysis of J. K. Rowling's work from a broad range of perspectives within literature, folklore,
psychology, sociology, and popular culture. A significant portion of the book explores the Harry
Potter series' literary ancestors, including magic and fantasy works by Ursula K. LeGuin, Monica
Furlong, Jill Murphy, and others, as well as previous works about the British boarding school
experience. Other chapters explore the moral and ethical dimensions of Harry's world, including
objections to the series raised within some religious circles. In her new epilogue, Lana A. Whited
brings this volume up to date by covering Rowling's latest book, Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix.
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: The Ivory Tower, Harry Potter, and
Beyond Lana A. Whited, 2024-02-26 In her follow-up to The Ivory Tower and Harry Potter, Lana A.
Whited has compiled a new collection of essays analyzing the books, films, and other media by J. K.
Rowling. This includes pieces on the Harry Potter books and movies, Fantastic Beasts and Where to
Find Them (films), The Cursed Child (play), as well as her writing outside the wizarding universe,
such as The Ickabog, The Casual Vacancy, and the Cormoran Strike series. Many of the chapters
explore works that influenced the Harry Potter series, including Classical epic, Shakespearian
comedy and tragedy, and Arthurian myth. In addition to literary comparison, the volume delves into



topics like political authoritarianism, distrust of the media, racial and social justice, and
developments in fandom. It’s fair to say that much has changed in regard to Harry Potter and J. K.
Rowling scholarship in the twenty years since the first volume’s publication. While it was once
considered a universally beloved book series, the relationship between HP and its fans has grown
more complicated in recent years. As its readers have grown older and Rowling’s reputation has
wavered in the public eye, Whited and her contributors consider the complicated legacy of Harry
Potter and its author and explore how the series will evolve in the next twenty years.
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix -
Gryffindor Edition J. K. Rowling, 2020 The noble values of Gryffindor house shine through the
gathering darkness in Harry's fifth year at Hogwarts. The Weasley family remains steadfast in
friendship as Harry awaits trial and Dumbledore revives the Order of the Phoenix, a secret society
devoted to thwarting the Dark Lord. Gryffindor house provides its staunch heart, none more so than
Sirius Black... This Gryffindor edition of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix celebrates the
house famed for its courage, bravery and determination.
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
(SparkNotes Literature Guide) SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
(SparkNotes Literature Guide) by J.K. Rowling Making the reading experience fun! Created by
Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide: smarter,
better, faster.Geared to what today's students need to know, SparkNotes
provides:chapter-by-chapter analysis explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols a review quiz
and essay topics Lively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night studying and writing
papers.
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter: Film Vault: Volume 8 Jody
Revenson, 2020-03-17 Discover the filmmaking secrets that brought the Order of the Phoenix and
the Dark forces of the Wizarding World to life on-screen. From Alastor “Mad-Eye” Moody to Sirius
Black and Nymphadora Tonks, members of the Order of the Phoenix play a central role in the Harry
Potter films. This volume gives an in-depth look at the secret society and also covers the Death
Eaters and other Dark forces that oppose it. Harry Potter: Film Vault compiles the filmmaking
secrets and visionary artistry behind the Harry Potter films into a series of twelve deluxe collectible
volumes. Intricately designed and packed with gorgeous concept art and unit photography from the
Warner Bros. archive, each volume in the series gives fans striking insights about bringing the
Wizarding World to the big screen. Included in each book is a collectible art print, making this series
a must-have for all Harry Potter fans and collectors everywhere.
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: Harry Potter J. J K.Rowling, Fantastic
Fantastic stories, 2015-05-25 As the reviews started to appear after J.K. Rowling's publication of
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix on June 21, 2003, they all commented on the same thing:
Harry Potter is getting darker. We found these reviews a little surprising before we read the book:
after all, Book 4, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, is pretty dark, what with Voldemort's murder
of Cedric Diggory at the end. How much darker could Book 5 really be? But Order of the Phoenix is a
whole new level of grim: Harry is angry for pretty much the whole book, which is both (a)
understandable, given what's happened to him over the past four years, and (b) kind of hard to read.
The whole idea behind the Harry Potter series is that the novels are aging along with the characters.
And of course, the whole world knows that the teenage years can get pretty angsty, somewhat
self-involved, and difficult to be around. In Book 5, Harry Potter has all of those traits: he spends a
lot of time hurting his closest friends, flaring up at imagined insults, and generally being brooding
and emo. When asked about her inspiration for making Harry so very grouchy in Book 5, Rowling
replied: Well, I taught teenagers for a while. They were my favourite age group to teach in fact. So I
think I drew a bit on that, and I drew on memories of how grumpy we all were when we were
teenagers. [...] My sister's here to watch this and she was very grumpy so I drew a lot on her.
(source) So Harry is angry because J.K. Rowling has known a lot of teenagers (and has been one
herself) and she knows that teens can get that way. It's a tough time, filled with hormones and



confusion and changes - enough to make anyone grouchy. But of course, Harry's anger isn't just
aimless brooding. He's got a lot on his plate: much of the plot of Book 5 focuses on an evil
government bureaucracy targeting Harry with a coordinated smear campaign that destroys his
credibility within wizarding society. You know how it's easy to feel isolated and lonely in high
school? Well, add to that the Ministry of Magic forces that are actively trying to separate Harry from
his friends and supporters and you'll get a sense of how conflicted and miserable he must feel.
What's more, Harry has witnessed the death of a schoolmate and the rise of Voldemort - enough to
stress anyone out. Harry's rage is understandable, which is what makes us stick by him even when
he's at his most stubborn and difficult. Rowling comments: He's a lot, lot, lot angrier in this book. He
really is quite angry a lot of the time and I think justifiably so, look at what he has gone through. It is
about time he started feeling a little bit miffed at the hand life has dealt him. (source) Harry's
prolonged emotional breakdown in Book 5 is a necessary part of his character development: since
he's been systematically targeted by a deranged murderer his whole life, we think we can give Harry
a pass for one book full of conflicting emotions. Still, note that we say his breakdown is prolonged
that's the other thing that nearly every reviewer mentions about Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix. It's dark. And it's long. The Scholastic edition of the novel is nearly nine hundred pages -
pretty intense for a young adult novel!
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: J.K. Rowling: A Bibliography Philip W.
Errington, 2017-09-21 This is the definitive bibliography of the writings of J. K. Rowling. In addition
to bibliographical details of each edition of all her books, pamphlets and original contributions to
published works, there is detailed information on the publishing history of her work, including
fascinating extracts from correspondence, and information on Rowling at auction. This edition has
been fully revised and updated to include over 50 new editions published since 2013, including the
newly jacketed 2014 children's editions of the Harry Potter books as well as the 2015 illustrated
edition of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone. The works of Robert Galbraith are also included.
  harry potter and the the order of the phoenix: The Phoenix Joseph Nigg, 2016-11-04 An
“insightful cultural history of the mythical, self-immolating bird” from Ancient Egypt to
contemporary pop culture by the author of The Book of Gryphons (Library Journal). The phoenix,
which rises again and again from its own ashes, has been a symbol of resilience and renewal for
thousands of years. But how did this mythical bird come to play a part in cultures around the world
and throughout human history? Here, mythologist Joseph Nigg presents a comprehensive biography
of this legendary creature. Beginning in ancient Egypt, Nigg’s sweeping narrative discusses the
many myths and representations of the phoenix, including legends of the Chinese, where it was
considered a sacred creature that presided over China’s destiny; classical Greece and Rome, where
it appears in the writings of Herodotus and Ovid; medieval Christianity, in which it came to embody
the resurrection; and in Europe during the Renaissance, when it was a popular emblem of royals.
Nigg examines the various phoenix traditions, the beliefs and tales associated with them, their
symbolic and metaphoric use, and their appearance in religion, bestiaries, and even contemporary
popular culture, in which the ageless bird of renewal is employed as a mascot and logo. “An
exceptional work of scholarship.”—Publishers Weekly
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