
charles darwin voyage of the beagle
charles darwin voyage of the beagle marks one of the most significant
journeys in the history of science, shaping our understanding of evolution
and natural history. This expedition, which took place from 1831 to 1836, was
not just a voyage across the seas but a voyage into the depths of nature’s
mysteries. Charles Darwin, a young naturalist at the time, embarked aboard
HMS Beagle with a mission that would eventually influence scientific thought
for centuries to come. Over five years, Darwin traveled through South
America, the Pacific Islands, and Australia, collecting specimens, making
observations, and developing ideas that would culminate in his groundbreaking
theory of natural selection. This article explores the details of Darwin’s
voyage of the Beagle, its key discoveries, and its lasting impact on science.

The Origins of the Voyage

Background and Preparations
In the early 19th century, Britain was a hub of scientific curiosity and
exploration. Charles Darwin, then a young graduate of Cambridge University,
was eager to contribute to natural history. He was recommended for the voyage
by his mentor, botanist John Stevens Henslow, and was invited to serve as a
naturalist aboard the HMS Beagle. The ship, a 10-gun brig-sloop, was
preparing for a surveying mission to chart South America's coastline and
gather data on its geography and natural history.

Darwin’s preparations included extensive reading, collecting specimens, and
engaging with fellow scientists. His appointment was a pivotal step,
providing him with the opportunity to explore uncharted territories and
observe the diversity of life firsthand.

The Voyage Begins: From England to South
America

Departure and Early Stops
The Beagle set sail from Plymouth, England, on December 27, 1831. The initial
phase of the voyage involved navigation along the coast of South America,
where Darwin’s keen observations of geology and biology began to take shape.
During this period, Darwin observed the rugged landscape of Patagonia, the
glaciers of Tierra del Fuego, and the diverse ecosystems of the Falkland
Islands.



Observations in South America
Darwin’s time in South America was particularly formative. Key highlights
include:
- Geological observations: Darwin studied volcanic formations, sediment
layers, and uplift phenomena, leading to insights about Earth's geological
processes.
- Biological discoveries: He noted the unique species of the continent, such
as the giant armadillo and the abundant birdlife, including the famous rheas.
- Interaction with indigenous peoples: Darwin documented the cultures and
lifestyles of local inhabitants, adding ethnographic value to his journey.

Key Discoveries and Scientific Contributions

Galápagos Islands: The Crucial Turning Point
One of the most iconic parts of Darwin’s voyage was his time in the Galápagos
Islands. Arriving in 1835, Darwin was struck by the diversity of finches,
each with different beak shapes suited to their food sources. He also
observed giant tortoises with varying shell shapes on different islands.

These observations led Darwin to question the fixity of species and consider
the possibility of adaptation and divergence. The Galápagos became a crucial
piece of evidence in developing his theory of evolution.

Other Significant Discoveries
Beyond the Galápagos, Darwin’s journey yielded numerous scientific insights:
- Variation among species: He observed differences among similar species on
different islands, suggesting adaptation.
- Fossil discoveries: Darwin collected fossils of extinct creatures, linking
past life to current species.
- Geological phenomena: His studies on volcanic activity and uplift helped
explain Earth’s changing landscapes.

The Return and the Development of Darwin’s
Theory

Return to England
The Beagle returned to England in October 1836, after nearly five years at
sea. Darwin brought back an extensive collection of specimens, notes, and
fossils. His extensive observations challenged existing views and laid the



groundwork for his later theories.

From Data to Theory
Back in England, Darwin meticulously analyzed his findings. His observations
about species variation, geographic distribution, and fossil records
contributed to the development of his groundbreaking theory of natural
selection. Although he published his ideas in On the Origin of Species in
1859, the voyage of the Beagle was the catalyst that sparked his scientific
journey.

Legacy of the Voyage of the Beagle

Impact on Science
Darwin’s voyage revolutionized biology and paleontology. It provided concrete
evidence for evolution, challenged the notion of fixed species, and
introduced the idea of common descent. His detailed documentation and
collection set new standards for scientific fieldwork.

Influence on Popular Culture
The voyage captured the imagination of the public and has been immortalized
in literature, documentaries, and popular science. Darwin’s journey
symbolizes curiosity, exploration, and the scientific method.

Modern Perspectives
Today, Darwin’s voyage remains a model of scientific exploration. Researchers
continue to study the specimens and locations he documented, and his theories
underpin modern evolutionary biology.

Key Locations and Their Significance

Galápagos Islands: Finches, tortoises, and a natural laboratory for
evolution.

Patagonia: Geological formations and diverse ecosystems.

Tierra del Fuego: Glaciers and indigenous cultures.

Falkland Islands: Unique bird species and flora.



Australia: Endemic animals like kangaroos and unique flora, expanding
Darwin’s understanding of species diversity.

Conclusion
The voyage of the Beagle was more than a maritime expedition; it was a
journey that changed the course of science. Charles Darwin’s meticulous
observations, collection of specimens, and open-minded inquiry laid the
foundation for evolutionary biology. The voyage exemplifies the importance of
exploration, scientific curiosity, and the pursuit of knowledge. Today,
Darwin’s journey continues to inspire scientists and explorers, reminding us
that understanding our world often begins with venturing into the unknown.
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This comprehensive overview illustrates how the voyage of the Beagle not only
shaped Darwin’s scientific career but also transformed our understanding of
life on Earth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main purpose of Charles Darwin's voyage
on the HMS Beagle?
The primary purpose was to chart unknown parts of the South American coast
and gather scientific data, including biological and geological observations,
which would later influence Darwin's theory of evolution.

Which islands did Darwin visit during the Beagle
voyage that significantly impacted his scientific
ideas?
Darwin visited the Galápagos Islands, where he observed unique species such
as finches and mockingbirds that contributed to his theory of natural
selection.



How long did Charles Darwin's voyage on the Beagle
last?
The voyage lasted nearly five years, from December 1831 to October 1836.

What geological findings did Darwin make during the
Beagle voyage?
Darwin studied volcanic formations, fossil beds, and uplifted marine
terraces, which helped him understand Earth's geological processes and the
concept of gradual change over time.

How did Darwin's observations during the Beagle
voyage influence his development of the theory of
evolution?
His observations of diverse species and their adaptations to different
environments led him to propose natural selection as the mechanism for
evolution.

What was the significance of Darwin's time in the
Galápagos Islands?
It was crucial because he noted the variations in species like finches across
different islands, which supported his ideas about adaptation and speciation.

Did Darwin publish any works based on his Beagle
voyage findings?
Yes, Darwin published 'The Voyage of the Beagle' in 1839, along with other
scientific papers that detailed his observations and contributed to
evolutionary biology.

How did Darwin's voyage on the Beagle impact
scientific understanding at the time?
It provided extensive empirical data on geology, biology, and ecology that
challenged existing views and laid the groundwork for the modern theory of
evolution.

What were some challenges Darwin faced during the
Beagle voyage?
He faced harsh weather conditions, health issues, limited supplies, and the
difficulty of making accurate observations in unfamiliar terrains, all of
which he documented and learned from.



Additional Resources
Charles Darwin's Voyage of the Beagle: A Pioneering Journey into Natural
History

The voyage of the HMS Beagle, which carried Charles Darwin across the globe
from 1831 to 1836, stands as one of the most significant explorations in the
history of science. This five-year expedition not only reshaped Darwin’s
understanding of the natural world but also laid the foundational stones for
the theory of evolution by natural selection. The journey combined meticulous
observation, scientific inquiry, and adventurous exploration, culminating in
groundbreaking insights that challenged long-held beliefs and propelled
biological sciences into a new era.

---

Introduction: Setting Sail into the Unknown

In December 1831, a young naturalist named Charles Darwin embarked aboard the
HMS Beagle, a Royal Navy survey ship, bound for a voyage that would span over
40,000 miles across the world's oceans. Darwin, then only 22 years old, was
chosen as the ship’s naturalist, a role that would place him at the forefront
of scientific discovery. The voyage was initially intended for cartographic
and hydrographic surveys along the coasts of South America, but it evolved
into an extraordinary scientific expedition that would influence Darwin’s
life and the trajectory of biological science forever.

This journey was not merely a navigation through waters but an odyssey
through diverse ecosystems, climates, and geological formations. It was a
quest for understanding the Earth's natural history, its flora and fauna, and
the processes shaping the planet’s surface. As Darwin navigated through
uncharted territories, he amassed a wealth of observations, specimens, and
ideas that would challenge the prevailing views of species immutability and
divine creation.

---

Preparation and Objectives

Before setting sail, Darwin's voyage was shaped by a combination of personal
curiosity, scientific curiosity, and the broader goals of the British
Admiralty. The Royal Navy aimed to improve navigational charts and conduct
hydrographic surveys, but Darwin's role added a scientific dimension focused
on collecting biological, geological, and anthropological data.

Key objectives of the voyage included:



- Charting coastlines, especially of South America.
- Collecting specimens of plants, animals, and fossils.
- Studying geology and understanding Earth's history.
- Observing indigenous peoples and cultures.
- Recording meteorological and oceanographic data.

Darwin’s preparation involved extensive reading, including geology, botany,
and zoology, as well as equipping with the necessary scientific tools such as
specimen jars, notebooks, and microscopes. His naturalist background, though
limited compared to later experts, was sufficient to recognize the importance
of detailed documentation and specimen preservation.

---

The Route and Major Stops

The Beagle’s route was ambitious, covering South America, the Galápagos
Islands, Australia, New Zealand, and various Pacific islands, ending in
England in 1836. Major stopovers included:

South America
- Brazil: Darwin observed the lush rainforests and extensive river systems.
- Argentina: He studied fossils and geological formations, notably the
Pampean region.
- Falkland Islands: He examined geology and native fauna.
- Chilean Coast: Darwin experienced earthquakes and studied volcanic activity
and glaciers.

The Galápagos Islands
Perhaps the most iconic stop, the Galápagos Islands, profoundly influenced
Darwin’s thinking. The archipelago’s unique species, such as finches with
varied beak shapes, provided critical insights into adaptation and
speciation.

Australia and Pacific Islands
Darwin studied the distinctive flora and fauna, noting differences from
similar species elsewhere. His observations on marsupials and monotremes
contributed to understanding Australia's isolated evolution.

New Zealand
He explored diverse ecosystems and observed the similarities and differences



among species across islands, further informing his ideas on species
distribution and evolution.

---

Key Scientific Observations and Discoveries

Darwin’s voyage yielded a multitude of scientific data across disciplines,
but several observations stood out as pivotal:

Geology and Earth's Changing Surface
- Darwin's studies of volcanic formations, earthquakes, and uplifted marine
terraces revealed that Earth's surface was dynamic and constantly changing.
- His detailed notes on fossils, such as extinct mammals in South America,
challenged the notion of fixed species and supported the idea of extinction.

Biological Diversity and Adaptation
- The finches of the Galápagos Islands, with their varied beak shapes suited
to different food sources, became emblematic of adaptive radiation.
- Darwin noted how species appeared adapted to their environments, hinting at
a process of natural selection.

Distribution of Species
- Observations of species on islands and mainland areas supported the idea
that geographic isolation could lead to speciation.
- The presence of similar but distinct species across different regions
suggested common ancestry and divergence over time.

Fossil Records and Extinction
- Fossil discoveries, especially in South America, revealed extinct species,
indicating that Earth's biota was subject to change over geological time
scales.

---

The Influence of Darwin’s Observations on
Scientific Thought



Darwin’s meticulous collection and interpretation of data during the voyage
laid the groundwork for revolutionary ideas:

Challenging Fixity of Species
- The evidence of extinct species and regional variations undermined the
belief that species were immutable and created independently.

Concept of Common Descent
- The similarities among species across different regions suggested they
descended from common ancestors.

Natural Selection as a Mechanism
- Although Darwin did not formulate his theory during the voyage, his
observations of adaptation and variation later culminated in the theory of
natural selection, published in "On the Origin of Species" in 1859.

Influence on Geology and Earth Sciences
- The recognition of Earth's geological processes informed by Darwin’s
observations supported the concept of deep geological time, essential for
understanding evolution.

---

Impact on Biology and Beyond

The voyage of the Beagle is often heralded as a turning point for biology. It
exemplified how systematic observation and open-minded inquiry could
challenge established doctrines.

- Darwin’s findings provided compelling evidence for evolution, transforming
biology from a descriptive science to a theory-based discipline.
- His work influenced other scientific fields, including genetics, ecology,
and paleontology.
- The voyage also impacted social and philosophical thought, prompting
debates about humanity’s place in nature and the nature of scientific
inquiry.

---



Legacy of the Voyage

Darwin’s Beagle voyage remains a symbol of scientific exploration and
discovery. Its legacy persists in various ways:

- Scientific Methodology: Emphasized the importance of detailed, empirical
data collection.
- Evolutionary Theory: Provided the essential evidence base for natural
selection.
- Conservation Biology: Highlighted the importance of biodiversity and
species preservation.
- Public Understanding: Inspired generations of scientists and explorers.

The voyage exemplifies how curiosity coupled with rigorous scientific
investigation can revolutionize our understanding of the natural world.

---

Conclusion: A Journey That Changed the World

The voyage of the HMS Beagle was more than a circumnavigation; it was a
transformative expedition that reshaped human understanding of life on Earth.
Charles Darwin’s observations and collections during this period laid the
foundation for evolutionary biology and challenged centuries of dogma about
species stability and divine creation. His journey exemplifies the power of
exploration, meticulous science, and open-minded inquiry, reminding us that
the pursuit of knowledge often requires venturing into uncharted waters—both
literally and figuratively. Today, Darwin’s voyage continues to inspire
scientific discovery and exemplifies the enduring human quest to understand
our planet’s intricate web of life.
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  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin,
2013-11-27 The Voyage of the Beagle is Charles Darwin's account of the momentous voyage which
set in motion the current of intellectual events leading to The Origin of Species.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin, 1906
Opmålingsskibet Beagles togt til Sydamerika og videre jorden rundt
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin, 2002-01-01
Classic of adventure travel and cornerstone in the development of evolutionary theory recounts
Darwin's five-year sojourn in South America, where he made the observations that led to his concept
of natural selection, basing many of his conclusions upon his study of the unique creatures of the
Galápagos.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin, 1989-06-29
When HMS Beagle sailed out of Devonport on 27 December 1831, Charles Darwin was twenty-two

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-025/charles-darwin-voyage-of-the-beagle.pdf


and setting off on the voyage of a lifetime. His journal, here reprinted in a shortened form, shows a
naturalist making patient observations concerning geology, natural history, people, places and
events. Volcanoes in the Galapagos, the Gossamer spider of Patagonia and the Australasian coral
reefs � all are to be found in these extraordinary writings. The insights made here were to set in
motion the intellectual currents that led to the most controversial book of the Victorian age: The
Origin of Species.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin, 2015-09-25
Enjoy the best-selling memoir of Charles Darwin's journey of discovery aboard the HMS Beagle--now
fully illustrated for the first time. The Voyage of the Beagle is Darwin's fascinating account of his
groundbreaking sea voyage that led to his writing On the Origin of Species. When the HMS Beagle
sailed out of Devonport on December 27, 1831, Charles Darwin was only twenty-two and setting off
on the voyage of a lifetime. His journal reveals him to be a naturalist making patient observations
concerning geology and natural history as well as people, places, and events. He witnessed and
visited volcanoes in the Galapagos, saw the Gossamer spider of Patagonia, sailed through the
Australasian coral reefs, and recorded the brilliance of the firefly--these recollections are found in
these extraordinary writings. The insights made on the five-year voyage set in motion the intellectual
currents that led to the most controversial book of the Victorian age: On the Origin of Species. An
introduction on the background to Darwin's work, as well as notes, maps, appendices, and an essay
on scientific geology and the Bible by Robert FitzRoy, Darwin's friend and captain of the Beagle,
provide context for this incredible story. This volume is the first fully illustrated edition of Darwin's
journal and includes excerpts of On the Origin of Species so the reader can connect the author's
journey with his discovery that made him famous.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin, E. J. Browne,
Michael Neve, 2008-07-10 An account of the five years that English naturalist Charles Darwin spent
traveling around the world on the HMS Beagle, a voyage that led him to develop his theory of the
evolution of the species.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle (annotated) Charles Darwin,
2015-11-25 This volume contains, in the form of a Journal, a history of our voyage, and a sketch of
those observations in Natural History and Geology, which I think will possess some interest for the
general reader. I have in this edition largely condensed and corrected some parts, and have added a
little to others, in order to render the volume more fitted for popular reading; but I trust that
naturalists will remember that they must refer for details to the larger publications which comprise
the scientific results of the Expedition.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin,
2017-09-29 Voyage of the Beagle chronicles Charles Darwin's five years as a naturalist on board the
H.M.S. Beagle. The notes and observations that he recorded in his diary included Chile, Argentina
and Galapagos Islands and encompasses the ecology, geology and anthropology of the places he
visits. A fascinating travel memoir the ideas that were later to evolve into Darwin's theory of natural
selection find their naissance in Voyage of the Beagle.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: Charles Darwin's Voyage of the Beagle Round the World
Charles Darwin, 2006-04-01
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle - a Naturalist's Voyage Round
the World Charles Darwin, 2009-03-01 The Voyage of the Beagle is a title commonly given to the
book written by Charles Darwin published in 1839 as his Journal and Remarks, which brought him
considerable fame and respect. The title refers to the second survey expedition of the ship HMS
Beagle, which set sail from Plymouth Sound on 27 December 1831 under the command of captain
Robert FitzRoy. While the expedition was originally planned to last two years, it lasted almost
five-the Beagle did not return until 2 October 1836. Darwin spent most of this time exploring on land
(three years and three months on land; 18 months at sea).
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin, 1997
Darwin's notes from his 1831 trip provide an account of the HMS Beagle and the first hints of his



theory of evolution and natural selection.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: A Naturalist's Voyage Round the World Charles Darwin,
2014-03-11 When On the Origin of Species came out in 1859, it changed the understanding of life
and was the foundation of evolutionary biology. All the material that he received for this book was
from the famous expeditions he took on the Beagle during the 1830s. This is the story of that voyage.
A Naturalist’s Voyage Round the World follows Charles Darwin over his almost five-year journey
around the world, in which he studied animals, plants, geology, and much more. From the tip of
South America and the Galapagos Islands to Australia and Tahiti, Darwin set out to study geology,
but ended up finding the information that would lead to his theory of evolution by natural selection.
With the original images from Darwin’s journal, A Naturalist’s Voyage Round the World is an
incredible look into the past at one of the most important documentations of a sea voyage ever. The
information collected by Darwin changed our world, and now you can relive every moment in his
own words and illustrations.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: A Naturalist's Voyage Round the World Charles Darwin,
2016-02-22 Chapter I Porto Praya—Ribeira Grande—Atmospheric Dust with Infusoria—Habits of a
Sea-slug and Cuttle-fish—St. Paul's Rocks, non-volcanic—Singular Incrustations—Insects the first
Colonists of Islands—Fernando Noronha—Bahia—Burnished Rocks—Habits of a Diodon—Pelagic
Confervæ and Infusoria—Causes of discoloured Sea. ST. JAGO—CAPE DE VERD ISLANDS After
having been twice driven back by heavy south-western gales, Her Majesty's ship Beagle, a ten-gun
brig, under the command of Captain Fitz Roy, R.N., sailed from Devonport on the 27th of December,
1831. The object of the expedition was to complete the survey of Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego,
commenced under Captain King in 1826 to 1830--to survey the shores of Chile, Peru, and of some
islands in the Pacific--and to carry a chain of chronometrical measurements round the World. On the
6th of January we reached Teneriffe, but were prevented landing, by fears of our bringing the
cholera: the next morning we saw the sun rise behind the rugged outline of the Grand Canary Island,
and suddenly illumine the Peak of Teneriffe, whilst the lower parts were veiled in fleecy clouds. This
was the first of many delightful days never to be forgotten. On the 16th of January 1832 we anchored
at Porto Praya, in St. Jago, the chief island of the Cape de Verd archipelago.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin, 2017-06-02 The
Voyage of the Beagle is the title most commonly given to the book written by Charles Darwin and
published in 1839 as his Journal and Remarks, bringing him considerable fame and respect. This was
the third volume of The Narrative of the Voyages of H.M. Ships Adventure and Beagle, the other
volumes of which were written or edited by the commanders of the ships. Journal and Remarks
covers Darwin's part in the second survey expedition of the ship HMS Beagle.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin,
2017-12-17 The Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin The Beagle sailed from Plymouth Sound on 27
December 1831 under the command of Captain Robert FitzRoy. While the expedition was originally
planned to last two years, it lasted almost five--the Beagle did not return until 2 October 1836. I have
stated in the preface to the first Edition of this work, and in the Zoology of the Voyage of the Beagle,
that it was in consequence of a wish expressed by Captain Fitz Roy, of having some scientific person
on board, accompanied by an offer from him of giving up part of his own accommodations, that I
volunteered my services, which received, through the kindness of the hydrographer, Captain
Beaufort, the sanction of the Lords of the Admiralty. AFTER having been twice driven back by heavy
southwestern gales, Her Majesty's ship Beagle, a ten-gun brig, under the command of Captain Fitz
Roy, R. N., sailed from Devonport on the 27th of December, 1831. The object of the expedition was
to complete the survey of Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego, commenced under Captain King in 1826
to 1830,--to survey the shores of Chile, Peru, and of some islands in the Pacific--and to carry a chain
of chronometrical measurements round the World. On the 6th of January we reached Teneriffe, but
were prevented landing, by fears of our bringing the cholera: the next morning we saw the sun rise
behind the rugged outline of the Grand Canary island, and suddenly illuminate the Peak of Teneriffe,
whilst the lower parts were veiled in fleecy clouds. This was the first of many delightful days never



to be forgotten. On the 16th of January, 1832, we anchored at Porto Praya, in St. Jago, the chief
island of the Cape de Verd archipelago.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin, 2001-06-26
Darwin's journal of his voyage around the world in 1831-1836.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle Charles Charles Darwin,
2017-04-30 How is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography included Unabridged (100%
Original content) Illustrated About The Voyage of the Beagle by Charles Darwin In 1831, Charles
Darwin embarked on an expedition that, in his own words, determined my whole career. The Voyage
of the Beagle chronicles his five-year journey around the world and especially the coastal waters of
South America as a naturalist on the H.M.S. Beagle. While traveling through these unexplored
countries collecting specimens, Darwin began to formulate the theories of evolution and natural
selection realized in his master work, The Origin of Species. Travel memoir and scientific primer
alike, The Voyage of the Beagle is a lively and accessible introduction to the mind of one of history's
most influential thinkers. The Voyage of the Beagle details and catalogues Darwin's incredible
observations and theories and affords the reader the unique opportunity to witness the natural world
unfold through his eyes.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle Darwin Charles,
2017-06-22 Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical
Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where
there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of
these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally there may be
certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future
generations to enjoy.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin,
2015-09-14 The voyage of the Beagle (1831-1836) was one of the most important scientific
expeditions in history. On board was the young naturalist Charles Darwin. His investigations would
change science and the world forever. There was no sudden discovery on the Galapagos sparked by
the finches as popular legend has it. Instead he intensively studied the geology, animals, plants and
peoples of the lands visited. Along the way he made a number of striking discoveries, particularly in
South America, which eventually led him to realize that living things must evolve over time. After his
return home he formulated what he called natural selection to explain how living things adapt to a
changing world. When he published his revolutionary On the Origin of Species in 1859, he began
with the famous opening line When on board H.M.S. 'Beagle, ' as naturalist, I was much struck with
certain facts. As a research vessel HMS Beagle may not have had the internet, but she did have an
impressive state-of-the-art library of about 400 volumes. The library was housed in book cases in the
poop cabin at the stern of the ship, which was also Darwin's cabin. Thus, Darwin lived and worked in
the Beagle library for five years.
  charles darwin voyage of the beagle: The Voyage of the Beagle [Facsimile Edition] Charles
Darwin, 2008-02 This volume reprints in facsimile The Voyage of the Beagle, by Charles Darwin. The
text is taken from the 1906 edition and features introduction, notes, and illustrations.
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