ways of seeing berger

Ways of Seeing Berger is a phrase that often invokes the profound insights of John Berger’s
influential work, Ways of Seeing. Originally published in 1972 as a supplement to a BBC television
series, the book revolutionized the way we interpret art, images, and visual culture. Berger’s
approach challenges traditional perspectives, urging viewers to consider not just what they see but
how and why they see it. His ideas have had a lasting impact on art criticism, media studies, and
cultural theory, making the "ways of seeing" a vital concept for anyone interested in understanding
the power dynamics behind visual representations. In this article, we will explore the various ways
Berger suggests we can see and interpret images, the influence of his ideas on contemporary visual
culture, and practical ways to apply his insights in everyday life.

Understanding Berger’'s Perspective on Seeing

Berger’s core thesis revolves around the idea that seeing is an active process, shaped by social,
political, and economic contexts. Unlike a passive act of reception, Berger emphasizes that our
interpretation of images is influenced by many factors beyond the visual itself. This section explores
the foundational principles of Berger’s approach to seeing.

The Active Nature of Seeing

Berger asserts that seeing is not merely observing; it involves interpretation. When we look at an
image, we bring with us a constellation of experiences, knowledge, and cultural assumptions that
influence our perception. For example, the way we interpret a painting depends on our understanding
of art history, personal experiences, and societal norms.

Images as Social Constructs

According to Berger, images are not neutral; they are embedded with meanings created by social and
political contexts. He argues that the way images are presented, especially in mass media, reflects
and reinforces power structures. Recognizing this allows us to see beyond the surface and understand
the underlying messages and intentions behind visual representations.

The Role of Context in Seeing

Berger emphasizes that context shapes perception. An image's meaning changes depending on
where and how it is viewed. For instance, a photograph of a political protest taken in the 1960s will
evoke different interpretations than the same photograph viewed today, due to shifting social
attitudes and historical knowledge.



Ways of Seeing in Art and Media

Berger’s insights extend beyond traditional art to encompass media images, advertising, and popular
culture. His work encourages us to critically analyze visual content rather than passively consume it.

Deconstructing Artistic Images

Berger advocates for a deeper analysis of artworks to uncover hidden meanings and social messages.
He suggests asking questions like:

e Who created this image and for what purpose?
e What social or political messages does it convey?

* How does it reflect or challenge societal norms?

By adopting this approach, viewers can see artworks not just as aesthetic objects but as complex
social texts.

The Impact of Reproduction

One of Berger’s key points is that the reproduction of images, especially through photography and
print, alters their meaning. When art is reproduced for mass consumption, its original context and
emotional impact can be diluted or transformed. Recognizing this helps us see reproductions as
different from the original artwork and understand the motives behind their dissemination.

Advertising and Ideology

Berger critically examines how advertising uses images to manipulate desires and reinforce consumer
culture. He argues that ads are not just about selling products but about selling ideologies—ideas
about beauty, success, and happiness. Seeing through these manipulations involves questioning the
messages behind advertising images and understanding their role in shaping societal values.

Practical Ways of Seeing According to Berger

Applying Berger’s insights involves active and conscious observation. Here are practical strategies to
enhance your ability to see critically and interpret images more deeply.

Question the Image’s Origin and Purpose

Whenever you encounter an image, ask:



1. Who created it? A commercial entity, an artist, a political group?
2. What was its original context?

3. What message is it trying to convey or promote?

Consider the Power Dynamics

Reflect on who benefits from the image and who might be marginalized or silenced. Recognize that
images often serve the interests of those in power, whether governments, corporations, or media
outlets.

Analyze Composition and Symbols

Look closely at visual elements:
* What objects or symbols are present?
e How are figures positioned?

e What colors, lighting, and perspectives are used?

These choices can reveal underlying themes or messages.

Reflect on Personal and Cultural Biases

Be aware of your own assumptions and biases. Your cultural background influences how you interpret
images, so consider alternative perspectives and question your initial reactions.

Compare Different Versions and Reproductions

Look at different reproductions of the same artwork or image to see how context and presentation
alter perception. This practice helps develop a more nuanced understanding.

Contemporary Applications of Berger’'s Ways of Seeing

In today’s digital age, Berger's ideas are more relevant than ever. Visual culture is omnipresent, from
social media to news outlets, making critical viewing essential.



Media Literacy and Critical Thinking

By applying Berger’s principles, individuals can develop media literacy skills, allowing them to:
e |dentify biases and propaganda
e Understand the motives behind images

e Engage with visual content more thoughtfully

Art Education and Appreciation

Educators use Berger’s approach to teach students to appreciate art beyond aesthetics, fostering
critical engagement and awareness of social issues reflected in artworks.

Personal Reflection and Awareness

On a personal level, seeing like Berger encourages mindfulness about how images influence
perceptions of ourselves and others, promoting a more conscious consumption of visual media.

Conclusion: Embracing a Critical Eye

Berger’'s Ways of Seeing invites us to become active participants in our visual culture rather than
passive consumers. By questioning the origins, contexts, and messages of images, we uncover layers
of meaning and challenge dominant narratives. His approach empowers us to see beyond the surface,
revealing the social, political, and ideological forces at play. As we navigate an increasingly visual
world, adopting Berger’s methods fosters critical awareness, enabling us to interpret images with
insight and purpose. Ultimately, seeing like Berger is about understanding that every image carries a
story—one that we have the power to read, question, and, potentially, to rewrite.

References:
- Berger, J. (1972). Ways of Seeing. BBC and Penguin Books.
- Additional resources on visual culture and media literacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument of John Berger's 'Ways of Seeing'?

Berger argues that viewing images is a social activity shaped by cultural contexts, and that traditional



art appreciation often obscures the ways in which images influence and reflect power structures and
societal views.

How does Berger challenge traditional art criticism in 'Ways of
Seeing'?
He critiques the classical Western approach to art criticism by emphasizing the importance of context,

perspective, and the social implications of viewing images, encouraging viewers to question the
motives behind how art is presented and interpreted.

In what ways does 'Ways of Seeing' address the concept of
the male gaze?

Berger discusses how women in art are often depicted from a male perspective, reinforcing
objectification and societal power dynamics, which influences how viewers perceive gender roles and
identities.

How does Berger describe the impact of reproduction on the
value of artworks?

He suggests that reproduction diminishes the uniqueness and aura of original artworks, changing how
audiences perceive their significance and cultural value.

What role does ‘Ways of Seeing' suggest technology plays in
modern image consumption?

Berger highlights that technological reproduction and mass media have democratized access to
images but also alter perceptions by removing artworks from their original context and creating new
ways of seeing.

How does Berger's approach in ‘Ways of Seeing' influence
contemporary visual culture?

His insights encourage a critical approach to viewing images, fostering awareness of the social,
political, and economic forces shaping visual culture today.

What is the significance of the chapter on ‘'The Nude' in 'Ways
of Seeing'?

Berger examines how the nude is constructed through social and gendered lenses, revealing how
representations of the female body are embedded with societal power relations and expectations.

How can 'Ways of Seeing' be applied to understanding
advertising and media today?

The book's principles help analyze how images in advertising and media perpetuate stereotypes,



influence consumer behavior, and reflect societal values and power structures.

Why is 'Ways of Seeing' considered a foundational text in art
criticism and visual studies?

Because it challenges viewers to critically engage with images, emphasizing context and social
critique, it has profoundly influenced how art and visual culture are analyzed and taught.

What are some criticisms or limitations of Berger's 'Ways of
Seeing'?

Some critics argue that Berger's approach can be overly politicized or simplistic in its analysis, and
that it sometimes neglects the aesthetic and formal qualities of artworks in favor of social critique.

Additional Resources

Ways of Seeing Berger: An In-Depth Exploration of Visual Perception and Art Interpretation

The phrase Ways of Seeing Berger encapsulates a profound inquiry into how we perceive, interpret,
and assign meaning to visual imagery, particularly within the context of art and media. John Berger’s
seminal 1972 book, Ways of Seeing, revolutionized the understanding of visual culture by challenging
traditional notions of art appreciation and exposing the social and ideological forces that shape our
perceptions. This article delves into the core themes introduced by Berger, examining the various
ways of seeing—how images are constructed, consumed, and understood in contemporary society. By
exploring these perspectives, we aim to uncover the nuanced processes behind visual perception and
their implications for art, culture, and identity.

Understanding the Foundations of Seeing: Berger’s
Perspective

The Context and Significance of Ways of Seeing

John Berger’s Ways of Seeing emerged as a response to the dominant art historical narratives that
often privileged the elite and classical standards of beauty. Berger argued that our perception of
images is not purely instinctive or universal but is heavily influenced by social, political, and economic
contexts. The book critiques traditional art criticism, emphasizing that images—be they paintings,
photographs, or media representations—are embedded within a web of cultural meanings and power
relations.

Berger’s approach shifts the focus from the artwork itself to the act of seeing, emphasizing that
viewing is an active process shaped by various factors. He posits that our relationship with images is



mediated through language, ideology, and societal structures, which collectively influence what we
see, how we interpret it, and what value we assign.

Key Takeaway: Seeing is an active, interpretive act influenced by external factors rather than a
passive reception of visual data.

The Concept of the “Male Gaze” and Power Dynamics

One of Berger’s most influential ideas is the critique of the male gaze, which suggests that visual
culture often constructs images from a male perspective, objectifying women and reinforcing gender
inequalities. He explores how artworks and media images serve to position viewers—particularly male
viewers—as authoritative spectators, while women are depicted as objects of visual pleasure.

This analysis reveals how power dynamics shape the act of seeing, not just in art but across mass
media. Berger’s insights underscore that what we see is often conditioned by societal norms and
expectations, which serve to uphold certain ideologies.

Ways of Seeing: Different Approaches and Perspectives

Berger’s ideas open up multiple avenues for understanding visual perception. These ways of seeing
are not mutually exclusive but intersect and influence each other, creating a layered experience of
visual culture.

1. Seeing as an Active Interpretation

In Berger’s framework, seeing is less about passive reception and more about active interpretation.
Viewers bring their own experiences, knowledge, and cultural background to every image they
encounter. This subjectivity means that different individuals may interpret the same image in vastly
different ways.

Implications:

- The viewer’s context influences their perception.

- Artistic meaning is not fixed but fluid and open to multiple readings.

- Critical engagement enhances understanding, encouraging viewers to question their assumptions.

2. Seeing Through Ideology and Power

Images are never neutral; they carry embedded ideological messages. Berger emphasizes that our
visual consumption is mediated by societal power structures—be it class, gender, race, or
politics—that influence what we see and how we see it.



Examples:

- Advertising images designed to reinforce consumerist values.

- Historical paintings portraying social hierarchies.

- Media representations shaping public perceptions of different groups.

Critical Point: Recognizing ideological underpinnings allows viewers to decode images critically rather
than accepting them at face value.

3. Seeing as a Cultural Construct

Our perception of art and images is shaped by cultural norms. For instance, notions of beauty,
morality, and authenticity vary across societies and historical periods. Berger argues that
understanding these cultural constructs is essential to fully grasp how images function within their
social contexts.

Application:

- Analyzing how Renaissance art reflects the values of its time.
- Comparing contemporary media portrayals across cultures.

- Challenging universal standards of aesthetic judgment.

4. Seeing as a Political Act

Viewing and interpreting images can serve as acts of resistance or conformity. Berger advocates for
conscious awareness of how images influence societal beliefs and individual identities, urging viewers
to engage critically and ethically.

Strategies:

- Questioning the motives behind image production.
- Recognizing propaganda and manipulation.

- Using visual literacy as a tool for activism.

Modern Manifestations of Ways of Seeing

While Berger’s original analysis predates the digital age, his insights are increasingly relevant in
today’s visual-saturated environment.

Digital Media and the Democratization of Sight

The advent of the internet, social media, and smartphones has transformed how we see and share
images. Berger’'s emphasis on active interpretation is vital in navigating this landscape, where images
are ubiquitous and often manipulated.



Key developments:

- The rise of user-generated content democratizes visual production.

- Memes, filters, and edited images challenge notions of authenticity.

- The instant spread of images amplifies ideological messages and misinformation.

Critical Reflection: Digital platforms demand heightened media literacy, encouraging viewers to
analyze images beyond surface appearances.

Surveillance and the Panopticon of Seeing

Modern surveillance technologies and data collection practices extend Berger’s ideas into the realm
of power and control. The act of seeing becomes a tool for monitoring and influencing behavior.

Implications:

- The pervasive presence of cameras and tracking devices influences personal privacy.
- Social media platforms curate what is visible, shaping perceptions of reality.

- The ethics of visibility and invisibility become central concerns.

Art in the Age of Reproduction and Virtual Reality

New technologies enable immersive and reproducible art forms, complicating traditional notions of
originality, authenticity, and viewing experience.

Topics:

- Digital reproductions of masterpieces challenge the “aura” described by Walter Benjamin.
- Virtual reality offers immersive environments that alter perception.

- The boundaries between real and simulated images blur, prompting reevaluation of seeing.

Implications for Art Criticism and Visual Literacy

Berger’s Ways of Seeing underscores the importance of critical engagement with images, urging
viewers to consider their societal, ideological, and cultural contexts.

Developing Visual Literacy

In @ media-saturated world, cultivating visual literacy is essential. This involves:
- Analyzing the origin and purpose of images.

- Recognizing underlying messages and biases.

- Understanding the historical and cultural background.

Steps to Enhance Visual Literacy:



- Question the motives behind an image.
- Consider who created it and for whom.
- Reflect on how it influences perceptions and beliefs.

Reevaluating Art Appreciation

Traditional art criticism often emphasizes technical mastery and aesthetic qualities. Berger advocates
for a broader approach that considers:

- The social and political context of the artwork.

- The power relations it embodies.

- Its role in shaping or challenging societal norms.

Outcome: This perspective fosters a more inclusive and critical appreciation of art, moving beyond
elitism to recognize diverse voices and interpretations.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Berger’'s Ways
of Seeing

John Berger’s Ways of Seeing remains a cornerstone text in understanding how we perceive and
interpret images within a complex web of societal influences. His emphasis on active interpretation,
ideological critique, and cultural context encourages viewers to become conscious participants rather
than passive consumers. In an era where images proliferate at an unprecedented rate, Berger’s
insights provide vital tools for navigating visual culture ethically and critically.

Whether examining classical paintings, advertising, social media, or surveillance imagery, the
principles outlined in Ways of Seeing foster a deeper awareness of how power, culture, and individual
agency intersect in the act of seeing. As society continues to evolve technologically and socially,
Berger’s call for critical engagement and reflection remains as pertinent as ever—reminding us that
viewing is a dynamic, political act with the potential to challenge or reinforce the status quo.

In summary, understanding the various ways of seeing—as active interpretation, ideological
mediation, cultural construction, and political act—empowers us to analyze images critically, fostering
a more informed and conscious engagement with the visual world. Berger’s work serves as a vital
guide in this ongoing exploration of how we see ourselves and the society we inhabit.

Ways Of Seeing Berger

ways of seeing berger: Ways of Seeing John Berger, 1972 Seeing comes before words. The
child looks and recognizes before it can speak. But there is also another sense in which seeing
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comes before words. It is seeing which establishes our place in the surrounding world; we explain
that world with words, but word can never undo the fact that we are surrounded by it. The relation
between what we see and what we know is never settled. John Berger's Ways of Seeing is one of the
most stimulating and the most influential books on art in any language. First published in 1972, it
was based on the BBC television series about which the (London) Sunday Times critic commented:
This is an eye-opener in more ways than one: by concentrating on how we look at paintings . . . he
will almost certainly change the way you look at pictures. By now he has. Berger has the ability to
cut right through the mystification of the professional art critics . . . He is a liberator of images: and
once we have allowed the paintings to work on us directly, we are in a much better position to make
a meaningful evaluation -Peter Fuller, Arts Review The influence of the series and the book . . . was
enormous . . . It opened up for general attention to areas of cultural study that are now
commonplace -Geoff Dyer in Ways of Telling

ways of seeing berger: Ways of Seeing John Berger, 1977 Seeing comes before words. The
child looks and recognizes before it can speak. But there is also another sense in which seeing
comes before words. It is seeing which establishes our place in the surrounding world; we explain
that world with words, but word can never undo the fact that we are surrounded by it. The relation
between what we see and what we know is never settled. John Berger's Ways of Seeing is one of the
most stimulating and the most influential books on art in any language. First published in 1972, it
was based on the BBC television series about which the (London) Sunday Times critic commented:
This is an eye-opener in more ways than one: by concentrating on how we look at paintings . . . he
will almost certainly change the way you look at pictures. By now he has. Berger has the ability to
cut right through the mystification of the professional art critics . . . He is a liberator of images: and
once we have allowed the paintings to work on us directly, we are in a much better position to make
a meaningful evaluation -Peter Fuller, Arts Review The influence of the series and the book . . . was
enormous . . . It opened up for general attention to areas of cultural study that are now
commonplace -Geoff Dyer in Ways of Telling

ways of seeing berger: Ways of Seeing John Berger, 1972 Seeing comes before words. The
child looks and recognizes before it can speak.But there is also another sense in which seeing comes
before words. It is seeing which establishes our place in the surrounding world; we explain that
world with words, but word can never undo the fact that we are surrounded by it. The relation
between what we see and what we know is never settled.John Berger's Ways of Seeing is one of the
most stimulating and the most influential books on art in any language. First published in 1972, it
was based on the BBC television series about which the (London) Sunday Times critic commented:
This is an eye-opener in more ways than one: by concentrating on how we look at paintings . . . he
will almost certainly change the way you look at pictures. By now he has.

ways of seeing berger: An Analysis of John Berger's Ways of Seeing Emmanouil Kalkanis,
2018-02-21 Ways of Seeing is a key art-historical work that continues to provoke widespread debate.
It is comprised of seven different essays, three of which are pictorial and the other containing texts
and images. Berger first examines the relationship between seeing and knowing, discussing how our
assumptions affect how we see a painting. He moves on to consider the role of women in artwork,
particularly regarding the female nude. The third essay deals with oil painting looking at the
relationship between subjects and ownership. Finally, Berger addresses the idea of ownership in a
consumerist society, discussing the power of imagery in advertising, with particular regards to
photography.

ways of seeing berger: Seeing Berger Peter Fuller, 1981 In this incisive counter-polemic Peter
Fuller underlines what is most valuable in Berger's criticism, while attacking the art ideologists who
would negate the existence of any aesthetic experience. He succinctly agues the case for a
materialistic understanding of art and its value which moves beyond ideology and permits one to
confront the 'masterpiece’, the work of art which breaks free from the norms of tradition and
transcends its time.--back cover.

ways of seeing berger: John Berger's Ways of Seeing Emmanouil Kalkanis, 2018-02-19 Ways



of Seeing is a key art-historical work that continues to provoke widespread debate. It is comprised of
seven different essays, three of which are pictorial and the other containing texts and images.
Berger first examines the relationship between seeing and knowing, discussing how our assumptions
affect how we see a painting. He moves on to consider the role of women in artwork, particularly
regarding the female nude. The third essay deals with oil painting looking at the relationship
between subjects and ownership. Finally, Berger addresses the idea of ownership in a consumerist
society, discussing the power of imagery in advertising, with particular regards to photography.

ways of seeing berger: Ways of Seeing John Berger, 2002-01

ways of seeing berger: Ways of Seeing , 1974

ways of seeing berger: Ways of Seeing Katja Lang, 2017

ways of seeing berger: Another Way of Telling John Berger, 1995-03-07 “There are no
photographs which can be denied. All photographs have the status of fact. What is to be examined is
in what way photography can and cannot give meaning to facts.” With these words, two of our most
thoughtful and eloquent interrogators of the visual offer a singular meditation on the ambiguities of
what is seemingly our straightforward art form. As constructed by John Berger and the renowned
Swiss photographer Jean Mohr, that theory includes images as well as words; not only analysis, but
anecdote and memoir. Another Way of Telling explores the tension between the photographer and
the photographed, between the picture and its viewers, between the filmed moment and the
memories that it so resembles. Combining the moral vision of the critic and the practical
engagement of the photographer, Berger and Moher have produced a work that expands the
frontiers of criticism first charged by Walter Benjamin, Roland Barthes, and Susan Sontag.

ways of seeing berger: Ways of Seeing , 1972

ways of seeing berger: About Looking John Berger, 1992-01-08 As a novelist, art critic, and
cultural historian, Booker Prize-winning author John Berger is a writer of dazzling eloquence and
arresting insight whose work amounts to a subtle, powerful critique of the canons of our civilization.
In About Looking he explores our role as observers to reveal new layers of meaning in what we see.
How do the animals we look at in zoos remind us of a relationship between man and beast all but
lost in the twentieth century? What is it about looking at war photographs that doubles their already
potent violence? How do the nudes of Rodin betray the threats to his authority and potency posed by
clay and flesh? And how does solitude inform the art of Giacometti? In asking these and other
questions, Berger quietly -- but fundamentally -- alters the vision of anyone who reads his work.

ways of seeing berger: The Shape of a Pocket John Berger, 2009-09-09 From Booker
Prize-winning author John Berger, a collection of essays that explores the relationship of art and
artists and includes examinations of the work of Brancusi, Degas, Michelangelo, and Frida Kahlo,
among others. The pocket in question is a small pocket of resistance. A pocket is formed when two
or more people come together in agreement. The resistance is against the inhumanity of the New
World Economic Order. The people coming together are the reader, me, and those the essays are
about-Rembrandt, Paleolithic cave painters, a Romanian peasant, ancient Egyptians, an expert in
the loneliness of a certain hotel bedroom, dogs at dusk, a man in a radio station. And unexpectedly,
our exchanges strengthen each of us in our conviction that what is happening in the world today is
wrong, and that what is often said about it is a lie. I've never written a book with a greater sense of
urgency. -John Berger

ways of seeing berger: Portraits John Berger, 2016-10-25 “A rich and lovely exploration of art
history” from the world-renowned art critic behind Ways of Seeing (Slate)! A diverse cast of artists
comes to life in this jargon-free study Zadie Smith hails as “among the greatest books on art I've
ever read.” One of the world’s most celebrated art writers takes us through centuries of drawing and
painting, revealing his lifelong fascination with a diverse cast of artists. Berger grounds the artists in
their historical milieu in revolutionary ways, whether enlarging on the prehistoric paintings of the
Chauvet caves or Cy Twombly’s linguistic and pictorial play. In penetrating and singular prose,
Berger presents entirely new ways of thinking about artists both canonized and obscure, from
Rembrandt to Henry Moore, Jackson Pollock to Picasso. Throughout, Berger maintains the essential




connection between politics, art and the wider study of culture. The result is an illuminating walk
through many centuries of visual culture featuring 100 black and white images, from one of the
contemporary world’s most incisive critical voices. “A wonderful artist and thinker.” —Susan Sontag

ways of seeing berger: Selected Essays of John Berger John Berger, 2008-12-10 The writing
career of Booker Prize winner John Berger-poet, storyteller, playwright, and essayist-has yielded
some of the most original and compelling examinations of art and life of the past half century. In this
essential volume, Geoff Dyer has brought together a rich selection of many of Berger’s seminal
essays. Berger’s insights make it impossible to look at a painting, watch a film, or even visit a zoo in
quite the same way again. The vast range of subjects he addresses, the lean beauty of his prose, and
the keenness of his anger against injustice move us to view the world with a new lens of awareness.
Whether he is discussing the singleminded intensity of Picasso’s Guernica, the parallel violence and
alienation in the art of Francis Bacon and Walt Disney, or the enigmatic silence of his own mother,
what binds these pieces throughout is the depth and fury of Berger’s passion, challenging us to
participate, to protest, and above all, to see.

ways of seeing berger: Basic Critical Theory for Photographers Ashley la Grange,
2013-08-06 Basic Critical Theory for Photographers generates discussion, thought and practical
assignments around key debates in photography. Ashley la Grange avoids the trap of an elitist and
purely academic approach to critical theory, taking a dual theoretical and practical approach when
considering the issues. Key critical theory texts (such as Sontag's 'On Photography' and Barthes'
'‘Camera Lucida') are clarified and shortened. La Grange avoids editorilising, letting the arguments
develop as the writers had intended; it is the assignments which call into question each writer's
approach and promote debate. This is the ideal book if you want to understand key debates in
photography and have a ready-made structure within which to discuss and explore these fascinating
issues. It is accessible to students, from high school to university level, but will also be of interest to
the general reader and to those photographers whose training and work is concerned with the
practical aspects of photography. Also includes invaluable glossary of terms and a substantial index
that incorporates the classic texts, helping you to navigate your way through these un-indexed
works. The book also contains useful information on photo-mechanical processes, explaining how a
photograph can appear very differently, and as a result be interpreted in a range of ways, in a
variety of books.

ways of seeing berger: Permanent Red John Berger, 2025-03-25 Why should an artist’s way
of looking at the world have any meaning for us? Any artwork reflects the artist’s intentions, but also
its times: therefore all art is political In Permanent Red, John Berger argues that the contemporary
artist should strive for a realism that aims for hope, to transform the world. Surveying the work of
historical artists as well as that of near contemporaries such as Picasso, Léger and Matisse, he
explores the role of the artist, dividing these figures into those that struggle, those that fail, and the
true masters. He explains why we should study the work of the past: in order to understand the
present and to rethink the future. First published in 1960, Permanent Red established John Berger
as a firebrand critic willing to broadcast controversial opinions on some of the most important
British artists of the day, including Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth.

ways of seeing berger: Seeing Berger: A Revaluation of Ways of Seeing , 1981

ways of seeing berger: Confabulations John Berger, 2016 'Language is a body, a living
creature ... and this creature's home is the inarticulate as well as the articulate'. John Berger's work
has revolutionized the way we understand visual language. In this new book he writes about
language itself, and how it relates to thought, art, song, storytelling and political discourse today.
Also containing Berger's own drawings, notes, memories and reflections on everything from Albert
Camus to global capitalism, Confabulations takes us to what is 'true, essential and urgent'.

ways of seeing berger: And Our Faces, My Heart, Brief as Photos John Berger, 1992-01-08
Booker Prize-winning author John Berger reveals the ties between love and absence, the ways poetry
endows language with the assurance of prayer, and the tensions between the forward movement of
sexuality and the steady backward tug of time. He recreates the mysterious forces at work in a



Rembrandt painting, transcribes the sensorial experience of viewing lilacs at dusk, and explores the
meaning of home to early man and to the hundreds of thousands of displaced people in our cities
today. And Our Faces, My Heart, Brief as Photos is a seamless fusion of the political and personal.
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