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John Irving's novel The World According to Garp is a literary masterpiece that explores complex
themes such as identity, love, trauma, and the unpredictability of life. Published in 1978, the book
has captivated readers worldwide, offering a profound commentary on the human condition through
the life of its protagonist, T.S. Garp. This article delves into the core elements of Irving’s novel,
analyzing its themes, characters, and cultural impact, providing a comprehensive understanding of
the world Irving depicts through Garp’s eyes.

Introduction to The World According to Garp

John Irving’s The World According to Garp is a semi-autobiographical novel that weaves together
humor, tragedy, and social critique. The story follows the tumultuous life of T.S. Garp, a writer and
former wrestler, as he navigates a world filled with eccentric characters, societal upheavals, and
personal tragedies. Irving’s narrative style combines poignant storytelling with dark humor,
revealing the unpredictable and often chaotic nature of life.

The novel is set against the backdrop of 20th-century America, capturing the societal shifts from the
post-war era through the 1970s. Irving’s portrayal of this period reflects a society grappling with
changing morals, gender roles, and cultural norms. Through Garp’s journey, readers explore the
contradictions and complexities of modern life, making the novel both a personal saga and a broader
social commentary.

The Central Themes of The World According to Garp

Irving’s novel is rich with themes that resonate on multiple levels. Understanding these themes is
essential to appreciating the depth of the story.

1. The Unpredictability of Life

One of the novel’s core messages is that life is inherently unpredictable and often absurd. Garp’s life
is marked by unforeseen tragedies and bizarre coincidences, illustrating that control over one’s
destiny is ultimately limited. Irving emphasizes that embracing life’s chaos is part of the human
experience.

2. The Complexity of Identity and Gender Roles

Irving challenges traditional gender stereotypes through his characters, especially Garp’s wife,
Jenny, and his daughter, Walt. The novel explores how societal expectations shape and sometimes
distort individual identity. Irving’s portrayal of gender fluidity and alternative lifestyles was
groundbreaking at the time.



3. The Power and Fragility of Love

Throughout the novel, love is depicted as both a source of profound joy and deep pain. Garp’s
relationships—romantic, familial, and platonic—highlight the delicate balance between vulnerability
and resilience.

4. The Role of the Writer and Art in Society

Garp’s career as a writer underscores Irving’s reflection on the importance of storytelling. The novel
suggests that literature can serve as a mirror to society, helping individuals make sense of chaos and
find meaning amid disorder.

Key Characters and Their Significance

The richness of Irving’s characters contributes significantly to the novel’s enduring appeal. Here are
some of the pivotal figures and their roles in shaping the narrative.

T.S. Garp

The protagonist, Garp, is a novelist and former wrestler whose life embodies resilience in the face of
adversity. His journey from innocence to experience reflects Irving’s exploration of human
vulnerability and strength.

Jenny Fields

Garp’s mother, Jenny, is a feminist pioneer who becomes a nurse and activist. Her unconventional
views and fierce independence influence Garp’s worldview and highlight themes of female
empowerment.

Walt and Duncan

Garp and Jenny’s children, Walt and Duncan, represent innocence and the future. Walt’s gender
nonconformity and Duncan’s tragic death underscore the novel’s themes of identity and loss.

Roberta Muldoon

A transgender woman and Garp’s close friend, Roberta embodies Irving’s challenge to gender norms
and societal prejudices, emphasizing acceptance and authenticity.

Other Notable Characters

- The Homeless Man: Symbolizes society’s marginalized individuals.
- Helen: Garp’s second wife, representing stability and love.
- The Killer: Introduces themes of violence and randomness.



The Narrative Style and Literary Devices

Irving’s storytelling employs a mix of humor, tragedy, and satire, often blending the absurd with the
profound. His use of vivid, detailed descriptions creates immersive imagery, while his sharp wit
exposes societal hypocrisies.

Nonlinear Narrative

The novel’s structure is nonlinear, often jumping between different timelines and perspectives. This
approach reflects life's chaotic nature and keeps readers engaged in piecing together the story.

Symbolism and Metaphor

Irving uses symbols, such as Garp’s wrestling career representing struggle, and Roberta’s gender
transition symbolizing societal change. Metaphors enrich the narrative, adding layers of meaning.

Dark Humor and Irony

Irving’s use of humor in dark situations serves to both entertain and provoke thought. Irony
underscores the unpredictability of life and human folly.

Cultural Impact and Legacy of The World According to
Garp

Since its publication, Irving’s novel has left a significant mark on American literature and culture.

Influence on Literature

Irving’s blending of personal story with social critique has inspired countless authors to explore
similar themes with honesty and wit. The novel’s style has become a benchmark for blending humor
with serious issues.

Film Adaptation

In 1982, the novel was adapted into a film starring Robin Williams and Glenn Close, further
cementing its place in popular culture. Although the film diverged from the book in some aspects, it
introduced Irving’s themes to a broader audience.

Social and Political Conversations

The novel’s portrayal of gender diversity, feminism, and societal violence contributed to ongoing
discussions about social norms and acceptance.



Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Irving’s Garp

The World According to Garp remains a vital exploration of the human experience, capturing the
chaos, love, loss, and resilience that define life. Irving’s masterful storytelling, complex characters,
and profound themes ensure that the novel continues to resonate with readers across generations. It
challenges us to accept life’s unpredictability and find meaning amid the disorder, making it a
timeless piece of literature that reflects the world’s multifaceted nature.

Whether viewed as a critique of societal norms or a celebration of individual resilience, Irving’s Garp
offers a compelling, honest portrayal of the world we live in—sometimes absurd, often painful, but
ultimately beautiful in its complexity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes explored in "‘The World According
to Garp' by John Irving?

The novel explores themes such as love and sexuality, identity and self-discovery, the
unpredictability of life, trauma and resilience, and the complexity of family relationships.

How does John Irving portray the character of T.S. Garp in
‘The World According to Garp'?

Garp is portrayed as a compassionate, complex, and often conflicted individual whose
unconventional life experiences challenge societal norms, highlighting themes of acceptance and the
unpredictability of life.

What impact has 'The World According to Garp' had on
contemporary literature and popular culture?

The novel is considered a landmark in American literature for its candid exploration of taboo
subjects, its dark humor, and its innovative narrative style, influencing later works that address
complex social issues.

Why is 'The World According to Garp' considered a reflection
of 20th-century American society?

The novel captures the social upheavals, changing attitudes toward sexuality, gender roles, and
family dynamics of the 20th century, making it a mirror of American cultural shifts.

What are some of the most discussed symbols or motifs in 'The
World According to Garp'?

Key motifs include the typewriter, symbolizing storytelling and identity; the recurring presence of
violence and tragedy, reflecting life's unpredictability; and the theme of motherhood, exemplified



through Garp’s relationships with his daughter and wife.

Additional Resources
The World According to Garp Irving: An In-Depth Investigation

Introduction

John Irving’s The World According to Garp stands as a seminal work that explores the complex
fabric of American life through the lens of its eponymous protagonist, T.S. Garp. First published in
1978, the novel has captivated readers and critics alike for its audacious storytelling, layered
themes, and unflinching portrayal of human nature. As a cornerstone of contemporary American
literature, Irving’s novel invites a thorough examination of its worldview, narrative structure,
thematic depth, and cultural impact. This investigation aims to unpack the intricate universe Irving
constructs, revealing the underlying philosophies and societal commentaries embedded within the

pages.

Contextual Background: Irving’s Literary and Cultural
Landscape

Before delving into the world Irving creates, it is essential to understand the author’s milieu and the
literary environment of the late 20th century. John Irving, known for his richly detailed characters
and moral complexity, emerged as a distinctive voice during a period marked by social upheaval,
evolving gender roles, and a questioning of traditional values.

Key Influences and Literary Trends:

- Postmodern skepticism towards grand narratives and fixed truths

- The rise of feminist and LGBTQ+ awareness, reflected in Irving’s characters
- A focus on personal morality amid societal chaos

- A tendency towards blending humor and tragedy

Irving’s work, including The World According to Garp, is situated at this crossroads, embodying a

worldview that acknowledges the chaos but seeks meaning through individual resilience and moral
integrity.

Worldview and Philosophical Underpinnings in Garp

Irving’s narrative is built upon a worldview that recognizes the absurdity and unpredictability of life,
yet champions human connection, perseverance, and the pursuit of authenticity.



The Philosophy of Chaos and Control

At its core, Garp portrays a universe where chaos reigns but is counterbalanced by personal agency.
Garp’s life is punctuated by violent tragedies, bizarre coincidences, and societal upheavals, yet his
responses emphasize resilience and moral choice.

- The randomness of events underscores a universe indifferent to individual desires.

- Characters often grapple with uncontrollable circumstances, highlighting a worldview that accepts
chaos as fundamental.

- However, Irving suggests that meaning is constructed through human relationships and moral acts.

Morality and Ambiguity

Irving’s depiction of morality is nuanced, refusing simplistic notions of good and evil. Characters
often face moral dilemmas that defy easy categorization.

- Garp’s own actions reflect a commitment to honesty and kindness amid a corrupt world.

- The novel explores themes of sexual identity, gender roles, and societal norms, challenging
conventional moral binaries.

- Irving advocates for compassion and understanding as moral imperatives.

Deep Dive into the Universe of Garp

The universe Irving depicts is a microcosm of American society, layered with cultural, social, and
political commentary. It is a world both familiar and surreal, where the boundaries between reality
and absurdity blur.

Major Themes and Their Worldview Implications

The novel’s themes serve as windows into Irving’s worldview, revealing his perspectives on life and
society.

1. Sexuality and Gender Identity

- The novel features openly gay characters, transgender themes, and unconventional sexual
relationships.

- Irving challenges societal taboos, advocating for acceptance and understanding.

- The universe he constructs is one where gender and sexuality are fluid and individualistic.

2. Violence and Tragedy
- Garp'’s life is marked by violence—from his father’s death to personal tragedies.

- Irving presents violence as an inherent part of life, often used to critique societal violence.
- Yet, he emphasizes the capacity for love and resilience in the face of such adversity.



3. Fame and Media Influence

- The novel satirizes celebrity culture and media sensationalism.
- Irving suggests that fame can distort reality and moral judgment.
- The universe reflects a skeptical view of society’s obsession with notoriety.

4. Family and Relationships

- The novel’s core revolves around Garp’s family—his wife, children, and extended relations.
- Irving underscores the importance of authentic relationships amid societal chaos.
- The universe promotes the idea that love and connection are vital sources of stability.

Character as a Reflection of Irving’s Worldview

Irving’s characters embody his philosophical outlook, serving as moral agents navigating a chaotic
universe.

- T.S. Garp: An earnest writer and caring individual who strives for authenticity.

- Jenny Fields: Garp’s mother, a feminist and activist who champions independence.

- Roberta Muldoon: A transgender woman whose journey reflects themes of self-acceptance.
- Helen: Garp’s wife, a writer and feminist, embodying resilience and moral conviction.

Each character’s struggles and growth mirror Irving’s belief in the importance of moral integrity and
compassion.

The Narrative Structure and Its Reflection of Irving’s
Worldview

Irving employs a non-linear, multi-layered narrative that mirrors the chaotic universe he depicts.

Use of Humor and Tragedy

- The novel balances dark themes with humor, emphasizing resilience and the absurdity of life.
- Irving’s humor often serves as a coping mechanism, illustrating his worldview that life’s chaos can
be navigated with wit and compassion.

Interwoven Stories and Multiple Perspectives

- The narrative shifts between characters’ viewpoints, reflecting the complexity of human
experience.

- This structure underscores Irving’s belief that understanding life requires empathy for diverse
perspectives.



Cultural and Societal Commentary: Irving’s Perspective
on America

The World According to Garp is as much a critique of American society as it is a personal story.

Critique of American Values

- Irving questions notions of American exceptionalism, materialism, and conformity.
- The novel depicts a society rife with hypocrisy, violence, and superficiality, yet also capable of
profound love and activism.

Representation of Social Movements

- The novel features characters involved in feminism, LGBTQ+ rights, and anti-war activism.
- Irving’s universe is one in flux, reflecting societal struggles for equality and justice.

Media and Popular Culture

- Irving critiques the media’s role in shaping perceptions and sensationalizing tragedy.
- The universe reveals a landscape where fame and spectacle often overshadow moral substance.

Impact and Legacy: How Irving’s World Continues to
Resonate

The World According to Garp has left an indelible mark on literature and culture, shaping
perceptions of morality, identity, and societal critique.

- Its portrayal of gender fluidity and acceptance was ahead of its time.

- The novel’s blend of humor and tragedy offers a blueprint for navigating chaos with compassion.
- Irving’s worldview encourages readers to seek authenticity, moral integrity, and empathy amid
societal tumult.

Critical Reception and Interpretations

- Celebrated for its daring themes and narrative innovation.

- Criticized by some for its melodrama or perceived inconsistencies, yet these criticisms often
overlook its core philosophical messages.

- Its influence persists in contemporary discussions about gender, sexuality, and social justice.



Conclusion: The Enduring Worldview of Garp Irving

In examining The World According to Garp, it becomes clear that Irving’s universe is one of
contradictions and complexities, yet fundamentally rooted in hope, resilience, and moral
authenticity. His portrayal of a chaotic world underscores a belief that meaning is not inherent but
constructed through human connection, acceptance, and unwavering integrity. Irving’s worldview
challenges readers to confront life's absurdities with humor, compassion, and a commitment to
moral clarity.

As a mirror to American society and a testament to individual resilience, Irving’s universe remains
profoundly relevant. It invites us to reflect on our own lives, embracing the chaos while striving for
authenticity and kindness. In this way, the world Irving depicts—both tumultuous and
hopeful—continues to resonate, inspiring ongoing conversations about morality, identity, and the
human condition.
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the world according to garp john irving: The World According to Garp John Irving, 1978 T.S.
Garp, a man with high ambitions for an artistic career and with obsessive devotion to his wife and
children, and Jenny Fields, his famous feminist mother, find their lives surrounded by an assortment
of people including teachers, whores, and radicals

the world according to garp john irving: The World According to Garp John Irving,
2018-10-25 Now available as an ebook for the first time ever in America, the bestselling
coming-of-age classic novel by John Irving—the 40th anniversary edition with a new introduction by
the author. “He is more than popular. He is a Populist, determined to keep alive the Dickensian
tradition that revels in colorful set pieces...and teaches moral lessons.”—The New York Times The
opening sentence of John Irving’s breakout novel The World According to Garp signals the start of
sexual violence, which becomes increasingly political. “Garp’s mother, Jenny Fields, was arrested in
Boston in 1942 for wounding a man in a movie theater.” Jenny is an unmarried nurse; she becomes a
single mom and a feminist leader, beloved but polarizing. Her son, Garp, is less beloved, but no less
polarizing. From the tragicomic tone of its first sentence to its mordantly funny last line—"“we are all
terminal cases”—The World According to Garp maintains a breakneck pace. The subject of sexual
hatred—of intolerance of sexual minorities and differences—runs the gamut of “lunacy and sorrow.”
Winner of the National Book Award, Garp is a comedy with forebodings of doom. In more than thirty
languages, in more than forty countries—with more than ten million copies in print—Garp is the
precursor of John Irving’s later protest novels.

the world according to garp john irving: The World According to Garp John Irving,
2009-07-10 T. S. Garp, a man with high ambitions for an artistic career and with obsessive devotion
to his wife and children, and Jenny Fields, his famous feminist mother, find their lives surrounded by
an assortment of people including teachers, whores, and radical

the world according to garp john irving: John Irving Harold Bloom, 2001 A collection of
eleven chronologically arranged pieces of literary criticism on the works of twentieth-century
American author John Irving, with a chronology and secondary bibliography; essays cover the
novels, The World According to Garp, The Hotel New Hampshire, The 158-Pound Marriage, A Prayer
for Owen Meany, and The Cider House Rules.

the world according to garp john irving: The World According to Garp John Irving, 2000 T.S.
Garp, a man with high ambitions for an artistic career and with obsessive devotion to his wife and
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children, and Jenny Fields, his famous feminist mother, find their lives surrounded by an assortment
of people including teachers, whores, and radicals

the world according to garp john irving: A Broken Heart Still Beats Anne McCracken, Mary
Semel, 2000-09-01 A Broken Heart Still Beats Softcover

the world according to garp john irving: A Study Guide for John Irving's The World
According to Garp Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-09-24

the world according to garp john irving: A Study Guide for John Irving's The World
According to Garp Cengage Learning Gale, 2015

the world according to garp john irving: Tales of incompleteness in "The world
according to Garp" by John Irving Stefan Fluckiger, 1983

the world according to garp john irving: John Irving Josie P. Campbell, 1998-11-24 One of
America's most noted contemporary novelists, John Irving has created a body of fiction of
extraordinary range, moving with ease from romance to fairytale to thriller. Although his fiction
follows in the tradition of the great 19th-century world novelists, he is a quintessential American
writer—his novels are laced with broad humor, farce, and absurd situations. He does not hesitate to
tackle the troubling issues that have faced our nation in the past few decades, such as war, racism,
sexism, abortion, violence, and AIDS. This study offers a clear, accessible reading of Irving's fiction.
It analyzes in turn all of his novels from Setting Free the Bears (1968) to his newest novel A Widow
for One Year (1998). It also provides the reader with a complete bibliography of Irving's fiction, as
well as selected reviews and criticism. Following a biographical chapter on Irving's life, an overview
of his fiction explores his work in light of his literary heritage and use of a variety of genres. Each of
the following chapters examines an individual novel: Setting Free the Bears (1968), The
Water-Method Man (1972), The 158-Pound Marriage (1973), The World According to Garp (1976),
The Hotel New Hampshire (1981), The Cider House Rules (1985), A Prayer for Owen Meany (1989),
A Son of the Circus (1994), and A Widow for One Year (1998). The discussion of each novel includes
sections on plot and character development, thematic issues, and a new and fresh critical approach
from which to read the novel. Campbell explores the great moral range in Irving's novels. She shows
that all his novels deal with a character's quest to discover the self, a journey of raw energy that
touches us because we recognize it as our own. This study will help readers to appreciate the
experimental fiction that is Irving's trademark and his ability to capture the essence of American life
in the last part of the twentieth century.

the world according to garp john irving: John Irving and Cultural Mourning Bouchra Belgaid,
2011-01-01 John Irving and Cultural Mourning offers a chronological survey of his eleven novels,
examining his prose via thematically focused chapters on postmodernism, the sixties, fatherhood,
narcissism, mourning and finally self-redemption.

the world according to garp john irving: Fictional Feminism Kim A. Loudermilk,
2013-08-21 This book focuses on the ways in which second-wave feminism has been represented in
American popular culture, and on the effects that these representations have had on feminism as a
political movement. Kim Loudermilk provides close readings of four best-selling novels and their film
adaptations. According to Loudermilk, each of these novels contains explicitly feminist characters
and themes, yet each presents a curiously ambivalent picture of feminism; these texts at once take
feminism seriously and subtly undercut its most central tenets. This book argues that these texts
create a kind of fictional feminism that recuperates feminism's radical potential, thereby lessening
the threat it presents to the status quo.

the world according to garp john irving: Fictive Fathers in the Contemporary American
Novel Debra Shostak, 2020-02-20 Fictive Fathers in the Contemporary American Novel explores the
unstable construction of heteronormative white masculinity in the contemporary United States by
focusing on relationships between fathers and their children. Debra Shostak reads the novels of 18
North American writers publishing in the late 20th and early 21st centuries as allegories of cultural
conflict and change within the nuclear family; the authors considered include Paul Auster, Don
DelLillo, Jeffrey Eugenides, Jonathan Safran Foer, Jonathan Franzen, John Irving, Jonathan Lethem,




Carole Maso, Bobbie Ann Mason, Cormac McCarthy, Claire Messud, Viet Thanh Nguyen, Tim
O'Brien, Marilynne Robinson, Philip Roth, Mona Simpson, Jane Smiley, and Anne Tyler. These
novelists portray father figures who, often literally or figuratively absent from the family scene,
disrupt the familial order and their family members' identities. Shostak's close readings illuminate
unexpectedly conservative, even subversive, ideological positions at the heart of these fictions.
Fictive Fathers traces the eroding myth of paternal authority that sustained a patriarchal model
within real American families and their literary representations.

the world according to garp john irving: 1,000 Books to Read Before You Die James
Mustich, 2018-10-02 “The ultimate literary bucket list.” —THE WASHINGTON POST Celebrate the
pleasure of reading and the thrill of discovering new titles in an extraordinary book that’s as
compulsively readable, entertaining, surprising, and enlightening as the 1,000-plus titles it
recommends. Covering fiction, poetry, science and science fiction, memoir, travel writing,
biography, children’s books, history, and more, 1,000 Books to Read Before You Die ranges across
cultures and through time to offer an eclectic collection of works that each deserve to come with the
recommendation, You have to read this. But it’s not a proscriptive list of the “great works”—rather,
it’s a celebration of the glorious mosaic that is our literary heritage. Flip it open to any page and be
transfixed by a fresh take on a very favorite book. Or come across a title you always meant to read
and never got around to. Or, like browsing in the best kind of bookshop, stumble on a completely
unknown author and work, and feel that tingle of discovery. There are classics, of course, and
unexpected treasures, too. Lists to help pick and choose, like Offbeat Escapes, or A Long Climb, but
What a View. And its alphabetical arrangement by author assures that surprises await on almost
every turn of the page, with Cormac McCarthy and The Road next to Robert McCloskey and Make
Way for Ducklings, Alice Walker next to Izaac Walton. There are nuts and bolts, too—best editions to
read, other books by the author, “if you like this, you'll like that” recommendations , and an
interesting endnote of adaptations where appropriate. Add it all up, and in fact there are more than
six thousand titles by nearly four thousand authors mentioned—a life-changing list for a lifetime of
reading. “948 pages later, you still want more!” —THE WASHINGTON POST

the world according to garp john irving: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys
American literature from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of
American works and authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful
and engaging material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of
American literary history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary
American Literature in Context profiles authors and their works and provides overviews of literary
movements and genres through which readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political
contexts that have shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are
emblematic of the diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary movements represented,
such as the Beats, but this work also highlights the emergence and development of modern Native
American literature, African American literature, and other representative groups that showcase the
diversity of American letters. A rich selection of primary documents and background material
provides indispensable information for student research.

the world according to garp john irving: HSA Heritage Auctions Rare Books Auction Catalog
#6030 James Gannon, 2009-09

the world according to garp john irving: Forty Books Peter Michael Cox, 2015-04-30 It all
started out in pre-adolescence in the mid-1960s. Stuck in the house during those lazy hazy summer
days I read Illustrated Classics comic books inside the backyard screened porch. While slurping on a
Popsicle those wondrous images and suspenseful narratives whisked me away to worlds of
adventure (The Three Musketeers), terror (Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde), and glory (Camelot). And
walking back from the general store to our seaside cottage in Green Harbor, I used to read the latest
baseball news from Sports Illustrated. Reading was my way of combating boredom and loneliness.



the world according to garp john irving: Part Blood, Part Ketchup Karen R. Tolchin,
2007-01-01 Part Blood, Part Ketchup analyzes novels by 20th century authors Edith Wharton, J.D.
Salinger, Philip Roth, John Irving, and Jamaica Kincaid, uncovering trends that obliterate cultural
divides. With unrestrained American voices, the collective pitch of their complaints soars, revealing
an unmistakable formula of heightened self-exposure and fury. As in the case of protagonists on the
page and the screen, it becomes difficult to distinguish authentic suffering from performance or in
the words of one reviewer the ratio of blood to ketchup. Breathtaking in scope, Part Blood, Part
Ketchup situates over one hundred years of literature and film within national, historical, and global
contexts, tracing 19th century European allegations of a troubling narrowness in the American
character to contemporary insights about the global superpower. Ultimately, Karen Tolchin finds
that subtle evolution of the American coming-of-age narrative has performed significant cultural
work in the construction of our national mythology.

the world according to garp john irving: 100 Must-Read American Novels Nick Rennison,
Ed Wood, 2010-09-26 This is the definitive literary guide to the one hundred best American novels,
giving witty, concise, and insightful reviews; historical and literary context; and opinions as to why
these novels were chosen as must-reads. It also features an in-depth introduction to the theme of the
American novel. Covering the works of major literary figures and some lesser-known writers who
you may not have discovered yet, this pocket-size resource is like a friend's recommendation in
helping you find your way to great reading, with just enough background information, plot, and
details about how readers and critics have felt about these works over the years to pique your
curiosity. From literary masterpieces such as James Fenimore Cooper's The Last of the Mohicans to
books that changed the direction of American literature such as Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet
Letter to writers who defined an era such as F. Scott Fitzgerald and Jack Kerouac to contemporary
novels such as Toni Morrison's Beloved and Barbara Kingsolver's The Poisonwood Bible, these
must-read novels cover American literature from nineteenth-century classics to present-day
bestsellers. The guide also includes literary gems from authors such as Dawn Powell and William
Maxwell, writers who didn't achieve the same level of success or fame as some of their
contemporaries but have made notable literary contributions nonetheless,. The book also features a
“Read-On” suggestion list of up to five hundred more recommendations for further reading.

the world according to garp john irving: Postwar America James Ciment, 2015-03-26 From
the outbreak of the Cold War to the rise of the United States as the last remaining superpower, the
years following World War II were filled with momentous events and rapid change. Diplomatically,
economically, politically, and culturally, the United States became a major influence around the
globe. On the domestic front, this period witnessed some of the most turbulent and prosperous years
in American history. Postwar America: An Encyclopedia of Social, Political, Cultural, and Economic
History provides detailed coverage of all the remarkable developments within the United States
during this period, as well as their dramatic impact on the rest of the world. A-Z entries address
specific persons, groups, concepts, events, geographical locations, organizations, and cultural and
technological phenomena. Sidebars highlight primary source materials, items of special interest,
statistical data, and other information; and Cultural Landmark entries chronologically detail the
music, literature, arts, and cultural history of the era. Bibliographies covering literature from the
postwar era and about the era are also included, as are illustrations and specialized indexes.
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