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Introduction to The North Water by Ian McGuire
The North Water Ian McGuire is a compelling historical novel set in the
brutal and unforgiving Arctic environment of the late 19th century. Published
in 2016, the book has garnered widespread acclaim for its vivid storytelling,
richly developed characters, and meticulous historical detail. As a work of
literary fiction, it delves into themes of survival, morality, and human
depravity, offering readers a gripping narrative that explores the darkest
aspects of human nature amidst the icy wilderness.

Overview of the Novel's Plot and Setting

The Narrative Framework
The North Water follows the harrowing journey of the whaling ship Volunteer,
which departs from England bound for the Arctic in pursuit of whales. The
story is narrated from the perspective of Patrick Sumner, a disgraced ex-army
surgeon seeking redemption, who becomes an onboard medic. The novel’s plot is
driven by the perilous conditions of Arctic exploration, encounters with
indigenous peoples, and the complex moral dilemmas faced by the crew.

Setting and Atmosphere
Set against the icy backdrop of the Arctic Ocean, the novel vividly captures
the perilous environment that challenges every aspect of survival. The
narrative explores the stark, desolate beauty of the frozen landscape as well
as the dangers posed by extreme cold, icebergs, and treacherous sea
conditions. McGuire’s detailed descriptions immerse readers in this hostile
setting, emphasizing the relentless struggle between man and nature.

Key Themes and Literary Elements

Survival and Human Nature
One of the central themes of The North Water is the primal instinct for
survival. The characters are pushed to their physical and moral limits,
revealing the depths of human depravity and resilience. McGuire explores how
extreme circumstances can strip away civility, exposing the darker impulses



that reside within us all.

Morality and Justice
The novel raises compelling questions about morality, justice, and the limits
of human endurance. Characters often face morally ambiguous choices,
illustrating how survival can sometimes necessitate actions that conflict
with societal norms and personal ethics.

Historical Accuracy and Detail
McGuire’s meticulous research into 19th-century whaling and Arctic
exploration lends authenticity to the novel. The detailed descriptions of
ships, equipment, and historical practices provide a credible backdrop that
enriches the story.

Character Analysis

Patrick Sumner
A former army surgeon, Sumner is haunted by his past and seeks to find
purpose in the Arctic voyage. His medical skills and moral compass serve as a
moral anchor in the story, yet he is also vulnerable to the brutal realities
of the environment and his fellow crew members.

Henry Drax
A ruthless and violent harpooner, Drax embodies the primal, often savage side
of humanity. His complex personality and capacity for cruelty make him one of
the most compelling characters in the novel.

The Crew and Their Dynamics
The diverse cast of characters—including sailors, officers, and indigenous
peoples—highlight various facets of human nature. The interactions among
these characters reveal themes of power, loyalty, and betrayal.

Critical Reception and Awards
The North Water received widespread critical acclaim upon release. Reviewers
praised McGuire’s lyrical prose, compelling characters, and authentic
depiction of the Arctic environment. The novel was shortlisted for several
literary awards, including:



The Guardian First Book Award (2016)

The Walter Scott Prize for Historical Fiction (2017)

The Crime Writers’ Association Gold Dagger Award (2016)

The novel’s success has established Ian McGuire as a prominent voice in
contemporary historical fiction.

Author Background: Ian McGuire

Biography and Career
Ian McGuire is an English novelist and academic, known for his richly
detailed storytelling and meticulous historical research. Prior to publishing
The North Water, he authored several short stories and essays, establishing
himself as a talented writer with a keen interest in history and human
psychology.

Writing Style and Influences
McGuire’s writing is characterized by lyrical prose, vivid imagery, and a
focus on character-driven narratives. His influences include classic authors
such as Joseph Conrad and William Golding, whose works also explore the
darker aspects of human nature and the complexities of moral choices.

Other Works
Besides The North Water, McGuire has published other notable works,
including:

In the Snow (2014) – a novella set during the Irish Civil War

Rivers of London (upcoming projects) – anticipated to continue his
exploration of historical and psychological themes

Adaptations and Popularity
As of now, The North Water has not been officially adapted into a film or
television series, but its cinematic quality and gripping narrative make it a
prime candidate for adaptation. The novel’s popularity among readers and
critics alike has led to increased interest from filmmakers and producers.



Why Read The North Water?

For Historical Enthusiasts
McGuire’s detailed portrayal of 19th-century whaling expeditions offers a
fascinating glimpse into a lesser-known chapter of maritime history.

For Fans of Psychological Drama
The novel’s exploration of morality, power dynamics, and human depravity
makes it a compelling psychological study.

For Adventure and Action Lovers
The relentless Arctic setting and perilous voyage create a suspenseful
atmosphere that keeps readers on the edge of their seats.

Conclusion
The North Water Ian McGuire stands out as a masterful work of historical
fiction that combines meticulous research, compelling characters, and a
gripping narrative. Its exploration of human nature under extreme conditions
makes it a must-read for fans of adventure, psychological depth, and literary
storytelling. Whether you are interested in Arctic exploration, moral
dilemmas, or richly crafted characters, McGuire’s novel offers an
unforgettable reading experience that resonates long after the final page.

Further Reading and Resources
- Official website of Ian McGuire
- Interviews and author discussions on The North Water
- Book reviews from major publications such as The Guardian, The New York
Times, and The Times
- Historical resources on 19th-century whaling and Arctic expeditions

For those seeking a captivating blend of history, adventure, and human
psychology, The North Water Ian McGuire provides an immersive journey into
the icy wilderness and the depths of human resilience.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main setting of 'The North Water' by Ian
McGuire?
The novel is primarily set on a whaling ship in the Arctic during the 19th
century, exploring the harsh and dangerous environment of the North Water.

Who are the main characters in 'The North Water'?
The story follows Patrick Sumner, a disgraced ex-army surgeon, and Henry
Drax, a brutal and violent harpooner, as they navigate the treacherous Arctic
waters.

What themes are explored in 'The North Water'?
The novel explores themes of survival, human nature's brutality, morality,
revenge, and the struggle against the unforgiving Arctic environment.

How does Ian McGuire depict the Arctic environment
in 'The North Water'?
McGuire vividly portrays the Arctic as a deadly, icy wilderness that plays a
crucial role in the story, emphasizing its harshness and the danger it poses
to the characters.

Is 'The North Water' based on historical events?
While the novel is a work of fiction, it is set against the backdrop of real
19th-century whaling expeditions and captures the historical atmosphere of
that era.

What has been the critical reception of 'The North
Water'?
The novel has received praise for its gripping narrative, vivid descriptions,
and complex characters, often being highlighted as a compelling and dark
maritime adventure.

How does Ian McGuire develop the character of Henry
Drax in the novel?
McGuire presents Drax as a morally ambiguous and formidable figure, exploring
his violent nature and the complexities behind his brutal exterior.

Would you recommend 'The North Water' to fans of
historical fiction?
Yes, if you enjoy dark, intense stories set in historical maritime settings



with rich character development, 'The North Water' is highly recommended.

Additional Resources
The North Water by Ian McGuire is a gripping, gritty historical novel that
immerses readers in the brutal world of 19th-century Arctic exploration.
Published in 2016, the book has garnered widespread acclaim for its vivid
storytelling, complex characters, and meticulous historical detail. McGuire’s
narrative explores themes of survival, morality, and human nature, set
against the unforgiving backdrop of the icy Arctic wilderness. This review
delves into the novel’s plot, themes, characters, and its significance within
the genre of historical adventure fiction, offering a comprehensive analysis
of what makes The North Water a standout literary work.

---

Overview of the Novel

Plot Summary

Set in 1859, The North Water follows the perilous journey of the whaling ship
The Volunteer, commanded by the ruthless Captain Brownlee. The story centers
around Patrick Sumner, a disgraced ex-surgeon seeking redemption, who joins
the voyage to escape his troubled past. Also aboard is Henry Drax, a brutal
and violent harpooner with a dark past, whose presence introduces an element
of lurking menace.

As the ship ventures into the icy Arctic, the crew faces extreme weather,
starvation, and internal conflicts. The narrative thickens when a series of
violent events unfold: murders, betrayals, and the struggle for survival.
McGuire masterfully depicts the psychological toll of the Arctic environment
and the moral ambiguities faced by the characters, culminating in a tense and
harrowing climax.

Historical Context

The novel vividly depicts the era of 19th-century whaling, a time when the
pursuit of whales was driven by the demand for oil, navigational aids, and
other industrial uses. The Arctic expeditions of this period were notorious
for their perilous conditions and high mortality rates. McGuire’s detailed
descriptions reflect extensive research into maritime history, whaling
technology, and Arctic exploration, anchoring the narrative firmly in its
historical setting.



---

Thematic Analysis

Survival and Human Nature

At its core, The North Water explores the primal instinct to survive amid
extreme adversity. The Arctic environment acts as a relentless force,
stripping away societal norms and revealing the raw, often savage aspects of
human nature. Characters are pushed to their moral limits, with some
resorting to violence and betrayal to ensure their survival.

McGuire questions whether morality is a construct that holds under pressure
or if, in the face of death and hardship, humans revert to their most primal
instincts. The novel suggests that civilization is a thin veneer, easily
shattered by the pressures of nature and circumstance.

Morality and Justice

Throughout the novel, issues of justice and morality are central. The
characters’ decisions often blur the line between right and wrong, prompting
readers to ponder the nature of morality itself. For example, Drax’s violent
tendencies and the crew’s brutal treatment of each other challenge notions of
justice and civility.

McGuire also explores the idea of redemption, especially through Patrick
Sumner’s character arc. His journey from a disgraced doctor to a figure
confronting his own moral ambiguities provides a nuanced perspective on
guilt, atonement, and resilience.

Isolation and Humanity

The Arctic setting amplifies themes of isolation and the human need for
connection. The characters’ interactions reveal how loneliness and despair
can lead to both compassion and cruelty. The stark environment strips away
societal masks, exposing both the best and worst facets of humanity.

---



Character Analysis

Patrick Sumner

A former army surgeon, Sumner is haunted by personal loss and professional
disgrace. His role on the Volunteer becomes a journey of self-discovery and
moral reevaluation. McGuire paints him as a complex, introspective
figure—intelligent, vulnerable, yet capable of decisive action. His internal
struggles mirror the external dangers of the Arctic, making him a compelling
protagonist.

Henry Drax

Drax embodies brutality and violence. His violent history and ruthless
survival instincts make him both feared and intriguing. His character
challenges the reader’s moral comfort, forcing questionings about the nature
of evil versus necessity. Drax’s interactions with other characters reveal a
man shaped by harsh environments and even harsher instincts.

Captain Brownlee

The authoritative figure steering the Volunteer, Brownlee is depicted as a
pragmatic but morally ambiguous leader. His decisions reflect the brutal
realities of Arctic whaling, where survival often overrides ethical
considerations. Brownlee’s characterization adds layers of complexity,
illustrating the often morally murky world of 19th-century maritime
enterprise.

Other Notable Characters

- The Crew Members: Each crewman has a distinctive background, representing
different aspects of Victorian society. Their interactions highlight social
hierarchies, class struggles, and the universal human instinct for self-
preservation.

- The Indigenous and Polar Characters: While primarily centered on European
explorers and sailors, the novel hints at indigenous Arctic peoples and the
environment’s indomitable force, emphasizing humanity’s smallness in the face
of nature.

---



Stylistic and Literary Features

Writing Style

McGuire employs a visceral, descriptive prose style that vividly captures the
bleak beauty of the Arctic landscape. His language is often gritty and
unflinching, immersing the reader in the sensory experience of cold, hunger,
and violence. The novel’s pacing fluctuates between tense action sequences
and contemplative introspection, creating a dynamic rhythm.

Historical Accuracy and Research

The novel’s authenticity stems from meticulous research into maritime
history, whaling practices, and Arctic exploration. McGuire’s detailed
descriptions of ships, equipment, and survival techniques lend credibility
and depth to the narrative. This dedication to accuracy enhances the reader’s
immersion and understanding of the period.

Symbolism and Imagery

The Arctic itself functions as a powerful symbol of both nature’s
indifference and human vulnerability. The ice and cold symbolize death,
isolation, and the fragility of civilization. Conversely, elements like the
whale symbolize both nature’s grandeur and its brutality, embodying the
novel’s themes of life and death’s precarious balance.

---

Critical Reception and Impact

The North Water received widespread critical acclaim upon release. Reviewers
praised McGuire’s skillful storytelling, vivid descriptions, and complex
characterizations. The novel was lauded for its unflinching portrayal of
violence and moral ambiguity, as well as its historical authenticity.

The book was shortlisted for numerous awards, including the Walter Scott
Prize for Historical Fiction, highlighting its significance within
contemporary historical literature. Its success also sparked discussions
about the portrayal of environmental and human forces in fiction, emphasizing
the importance of setting as a character in storytelling.

---



The Novel’s Place in Literature

The North Water stands out within the genre of historical adventure and
maritime fiction. Its combination of meticulous historical detail,
psychological depth, and philosophical inquiry makes it a compelling read for
those interested in the human condition under extreme circumstances.

It draws comparisons to classic works like Melville’s Moby-Dick but
distinguishes itself through its focus on moral ambiguity and the
psychological toll of survival. McGuire’s novel contributes to a tradition of
literature that explores humanity’s relationship with nature, morality, and
mortality.

---

Conclusion: An Unforgettable Journey into the
Arctic’s Heart

Ian McGuire’s The North Water is a masterful exploration of survival,
morality, and human nature set against the icy, treacherous landscape of the
Arctic. Through rich characterizations, immersive descriptions, and probing
themes, the novel challenges readers to confront the limits of civilization
and the primal instincts lurking beneath. Its detailed historical context
offers an authentic glimpse into the perilous world of 19th-century whaling,
making it both a compelling adventure story and a profound philosophical
inquiry.

For readers drawn to stories of resilience and moral complexity, The North
Water offers an unforgettable voyage into the heart of darkness—both external
and internal. McGuire’s work stands as a significant contribution to
contemporary historical fiction, reaffirming the enduring fascination with
humanity’s struggle against nature’s formidable forces.

The North Water Ian Mcguire

  the north water ian mcguire: The North Water Ian McGuire, 2016-03-15 One of The New York
Times Book Review's 10 Best Books of the Year National Bestseller Longlisted for the Man Booker
Prize Winner of the RSL Encore Award Finalist for the Los Angeles Book Prize A New York Times
and Wall Street Journal Bestseller Named a Best Book of the Year by Chicago Tribune, The Wall
Street Journal, The Guardian, New Statesman, Publishers Weekly, and Chicago Public Library
Behold the man: stinking, drunk, and brutal. Henry Drax is a harpooner on the Volunteer, a
Yorkshire whaler bound for the rich hunting waters of the arctic circle. Also aboard for the first time
is Patrick Sumner, an ex-army surgeon with a shattered reputation, no money, and no better option
than to sail as the ship's medic on this violent, filthy, and ill-fated voyage. In India, during the Siege

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-024/the-north-water-ian-mcguire.pdf


of Delhi, Sumner thought he had experienced the depths to which man can stoop. He had hoped to
find temporary respite on the Volunteer, but rest proves impossible with Drax on board. The
discovery of something evil in the hold rouses Sumner to action. And as the confrontation between
the two men plays out amid the freezing darkness of an arctic winter, the fateful question arises:
who will survive until spring? With savage, unstoppable momentum and the blackest wit, Ian
McGuire's The North Water weaves a superlative story of humanity under the most extreme
conditions.
  the north water ian mcguire: The Abstainer Ian McGuire, 2020 The rebels will be hanged at
dawn, and their brotherhood is already plotting revenge. Stephen Doyle, an Irish-American veteran
of the Civil War, arrives in Manchester from New York with a thirst for blood. He has joined the
Fenians, a secret society intent on ending British rule in Ireland by any means necessary. Head
Constable James O'Connor has fled grief and drink in Dublin for a sober start in Manchester, and
connections with his fellow Irishmen are proving to be particularly advantageous in spying on
Fenian activity. When a long-lost nephew returns from America and arrives on O'Connor's doorstep
looking for work, O'Connor cannot foresee the way his fragile new life will be imperiled--and how his
and Doyle's fates will be intertwined. In an epic tale of revenge and obsession, master storyteller Ian
McGuire once again transports readers to a time when blood begot blood. Moving from the gritty
streets of Manchester to the rolling hills of Pennsylvania, The Abstainer is a searing novel in which
two men, motivated by family, honor and revenge, must fight for life and legacy--
  the north water ian mcguire: White River Crossing Ian McGuire, 2025-09-25 A breathtaking
and cinematic novel about the lust for gold and its bloody consequences, set in the unforgiving
landscape of the sub-Arctic Canadian wilderness, from the acclaimed author of The North Water A
ragged fur peddler arrives at a remote outpost of the Hudson Bay Company in the winter of 1766
with a lump of gold, claiming that there is plenty more like it further north at a place called Ox Lake.
The outpost's chief factor, Magnus Norton, dreams of instant riches and launches a secret and
perilous expedition to find the treasure and bring it back. Led by a family of native guides, the party
of prospectors includes Norton's brutish deputy, John Shaw, and Thomas Hearn, the insular and
intellectual first mate from the factory's whaling sloop. During their long journey north, Shaw's
callousness and arrogance lead him to commit an act of sexual violence whose disastrous
consequences will only fully emerge once they reach their final destination. There, amidst the bleak
beauty of the Barren Grounds, as Norton's carefully crafted plans begin to fall apart and the brutal
arctic winter starts to descend, Hearn is forced to make a choice that will define his character and
determine his future forever. Utterly captivating, White River Crossing transports us back to the
furthest edges of the eighteenth-century British empire where two radically different
worlds--indigenous and European--collide with calamitous and deadly results.
  the north water ian mcguire: Visual Representations of the Arctic Markku Lehtimäki, Arja
Rosenholm, Vlad Strukov, 2021-03-30 Privileging the visual as the main method of communication
and meaning-making, this book responds critically to the worldwide discussion about the Arctic and
the North, addressing the interrelated issues of climate change, ethics and geopolitics. A
multi-disciplinary, multi-modal exploration of the Arctic, it supplies an original conceptualization of
the Arctic as a visual world encompassing an array of representations, imaginings, and
constructions. By examining a broad range of visual forms, media and forms such as art, film,
graphic novels, maps, media, and photography, the book advances current debates about visual
culture. The book enriches contemporary theories of the visual taking the Arctic as a spatial entity
and also as a mode of exploring contemporary and historical visual practices, including imaginary
constructions of the North. Original contributions include case studies from all the countries along
the Arctic shore, with Russian material occupying a large section due to the country’s impact on the
region
  the north water ian mcguire: Nature and Narrative Markku Lehtimäki, 2025-05-23 The
book explores environmental issues in twenty-first-century Anglophone fiction and how those issues
are dealt with by specific literary means. It proposes a reciprocal relationship between nature and



narrative—the idea according to which nature both informs and inspires artistic creations, while
literary designs and rhetoric also shape our ideas and perceptions of the natural environment. It is
argued that in order to address design and rhetoric in environmental texts, we need a close analysis
of those world-shaping functions of literary narratives that unite ecocritical and narratological
interests. The author presents readings of contemporary novels and their varying ways of seeing
nature through narrative devices and fictional minds. The novels discussed in the book are Hilary
Mantel’s Wolf Hall, Toni Morrison’s A Mercy, Ian McGuire’s The North Water, Barbara Kingsolver’s
The Lacuna, Paul Harding’s Tinkers and Enon, J. M. Coetzee’s Elizabeth Costello, Ian McEwan’s
Solar, and Jenny Offill’s Weather.
  the north water ian mcguire: The Compass of Character David Corbett, 2019-11-19 Just as
a compass provides direction for an explorer, so does motivation provide direction for characters in
fiction. The compass of character motivation is composed of four points: Lack, Yearning, Resistance,
and Desire. In The Compass of Character you'll learn to deeply consider the key question What does
my character want? and learn techniques to answer that question by writing realistic and
empathetic characters without falling into formulaic, unsatisfying results that only diminish the
character. Bestselling author and acclaimed writing instructor David Corbett provides writers with
the essentials for building characters with motivations that range from clear to complex by exploring
topics such as: • human yearning • pathological maneuvers • the pain of life vs. the promise of life •
backstory and behavior • mechanics of growth and transformation • dramatizing mistaken desire
and misbegotten yearnings • moral arguments The key to fascinating characters is rendering subtle
inner states in straightforward external circumstances, which requires a fundamental understanding
of the simple building blocks of complex motivation as they manifest themselves in behavior, where
complexity of purpose collides with the messy, indifferent world. The Compass of Character is the
one book that can guide writers to that end with both instruction and inspiration.
  the north water ian mcguire: Literary Prizes and Cultural Transfer Petra Broomans, Mathijs
Sanders, Jeanette den Toonder, Elise Bijl, 2022-02-05 Literary Prizes and Cultural Transfer
addresses the multilevel nature of literary and translation prizes, with the aim of expanding our
knowledge about them as an international and transnational phenomenon. The contributions to this
book analyse the social, institutional, and ideological functions of such prizes. This volume not only
looks at famous prizes and celebrities but also lesser known prizes in more peripheral language
areas and regions, with a special focus on cultural transmitters and their networks, which play a
decisive role in the award industry. Cultural transfer and translations are at the heart of this book
and this approach adds a new dimension to the study of literary and translation prizes. The
contributions reveal the diverse ways in which a cultural transfer approach enhances the study of
literary prizes, presenting the state of the art regarding recent developments in the field. Articles
with a broader scope discuss definitions, concepts, and methods, while other contributions deal with
specific case studies. A variety of theoretical and methodological approaches are explored, applying
field theory, network analysis, comparative literature, and cultural transfer studies. By providing
multiple perspectives on the literary prize, this volume aims to contribute to our knowledge and
understanding of this intriguing phenomenon.
  the north water ian mcguire: Haunted Soundtracks Kevin J. Donnelly, Aimee Mollaghan,
2023-10-05 The turn of the millennium has heralded an outgrowth of culture that demonstrates an
awareness of the ephemeral nature of history and the complexity underpinning the relationship
between location and the past. This has been especially apparent in the shifting relationship
between landscape, memory and sound in film, television and other media. The result is growing
interest in soundtracks, as part of audiovisual culture, as well as an interest in the spectral aspects
of culture more generally. This collection of essays focuses on audiovisual forms that foreground
landscape, sound and memory. The scope of inquiry emphasises the ghostly qualities of a certain
body of soundtracks, extending beyond merely the idea of 'scary films' or 'haunted houses.' Rather,
the notion of sonic haunting is tied to ideas of trauma, anxiety or nostalgia associated with spatial
and temporal dislocation in contemporary society. Touchstones for the approach are the concepts of



psychogeography and hauntology, pervasive and established critical strategies that are interrogated
and refined in relation to the reification of the spectral within the soundtracks under consideration
here.
  the north water ian mcguire: The Readers' Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction, Third
Edition Neal Wyatt, Joyce G. Saricks, 2019-07-03 Everyone’s favorite guide to fiction that’s thrilling,
mysterious, suspenseful, thought-provoking, romantic, and just plain fun is back—and better than
ever in this completely revamped and revised edition. A must for every readers’ advisory desk, this
resource is also a useful tool for collection development librarians and students in LIS programs.
Inside, RA experts Wyatt and Saricks cover genres such as Psychological Suspense, Horror, Science
Fiction, Fantasy, Romance, Mystery, Literary and Historical Fiction, and introduce the concepts of
Adrenaline and Relationship Fiction; include everything advisors need to get up to speed on a genre,
including its appeal characteristics, key authors, sure bets, and trends; demonstrate how genres
overlap and connect, plus suggestions for guiding readers among genres; and tie genre fiction to the
whole collection, including nonfiction, audiobooks, graphic novels, film and TV, poetry, and games.
Both insightful and comprehensive, this matchless guidebook will help librarians become familiar
with many different fiction genres, especially those they do not regularly read, and aid library staff
in connecting readers to books they’re sure to love.
  the north water ian mcguire: The Sailor's Bookshelf James Stavridis, 2021-12-15 Admiral
Stavridis, a leader in military, international affairs, and national security circles, shares his love of
the sea and some of the sources of that affection. The Sailor's Bookshelf offers synopses of fifty
books that illustrate the history, importance, lore, and lifestyle of the oceans and of those who “go
down to the sea in ships.” Stavridis colors those descriptions with glimpses of his own service—“sea
stories” in popular parlance—that not only clarify his choices but show why he is held in such high
esteem among his fellow sailors. ​Divided into four main categories—The Oceans, Explorers, Sailors
in Fiction, and Sailors in Non-Fiction—Admiral Stavridis’ choices will appeal to “old salts” and to
those who have never known the sights of the ever-changing seascape nor breathed the tonic of an
ocean breeze. The result is a navigational aid that guides readers through the realm of sea
literature, covering a spectrum of topics that range from science to aesthetics, from history to
modernity, from solo sailing to great battles. ​Among these eclectic choices are guides to
shiphandling and navigation, classic fiction that pits man against the sea, ecological and strategic
challenges, celebrations of great achievements and the lessons that come with failure, economic
competition and its stepbrother combat, explorations of the deep, and poetry that beats with the
pulse of the wave. Some of the included titles are familiar to many, while others, are likely less
well-known but are welcome additions to this encompassing collection. Admiral Stavridis has chosen
some books that are relatively recent, and he recommends other works which have been around
much longer and deserve recognition. ​
  the north water ian mcguire: The Accident on the A35 Graeme MaCrae Burnet, 2018-10-16
The Accident on the A35 returns to the scene of Burnet’s accomplished first novel, The
Disappearance of Adèle Bedeau--the small French town of Saint-Louis. Detective Gorski is called
away from his night of solitary drinking to the site of a car accident that left Bertrand Barthelme, a
respected solicitor, dead. When the deceased's rather attractive wife suggests that the crash may
not have been an accident, Gorski looks closer into Barthelme's circumspect movements on the night
of his death. His investigation leads him to various bars, hotels, and brothels in the nearby city of
Strasbourg. At the same time, Barthelme's rebellious son, drunk on Jean Paul Sartre novels, is
conducting an investigation of his own. Their independent, dual inquiries lead the reader down a
twisted road marked by seedy back rooms, bar brawls, a moment of accidental incest, and--as we
have come to expect from Burnet--copious amounts of wine. The Accident on the A35 is a darkly
humorous, subtle, and sophisticated novel that burrows into the psyches of its characters and
explores the dark corners of life in a sleepy town.
  the north water ian mcguire: Troubling Late Modernism Doug Battersby, 2022 Discusses how
modernist techniques for depicting characters' thoughts, feelings, and desires have been reinvented



by some of the most influential and innovative writers of the postwar period, including Vladimir
Nabokov, Samuel Beckett, Toni Morrison, John Banville, J. M. Coetzee, and Eimear McBride.
  the north water ian mcguire: Jeff Herman's Guide to Book Publishers, Editors & Literary
Agents, 28th edition Jeff Herman, 2018-10-19 If You Want to Get Published, Read This Book! Jeff
Herman’s Guide is the writer’s best friend. The 28th edition, updated for 2019, includes strategies to
finding your way through today’s field of publishers, editors, and agents. Get the most up-to-date
information on the who’s who in publishing: The best way to ensure that your book stands out from
the crowd is to find the right person to read it. In this guidebook, Jeff Herman reveals names,
contact information, and personal interests for hundreds of literary agents and editors, so you can
find the publishing professional who’s been waiting for you. In addition, the comprehensive index
makes it easy to search by genre and subject. Learn to write a winning pitch: This highly-respected
resource has helped countless authors achieve their highest goals. It starts with the perfect pitch.
You’ll learn the language that publishers use, and ways to present yourself and your book in the best
light. Trust the expert that insiders trust: Bestselling authors and publishing insiders recognize Jeff
Herman’s Guide as honest, informative, and accurate. New and veteran writers of both fiction and
nonfiction have relied on this no-nonsense guidebook for decades. Everything you need to know to
publish your book is compiled in this one go-to resource. In Jeff Herman's Guide to Book Publishers,
Editors & Literary Agents you’ll find: Invaluable information about 245 publishers and imprints
Independent book editors who can help make your book publisher-friendly Methods for spotting a
scam before it’s too late Methods to becoming a confident partner in the business of publishing your
book. This guide is an excellent addition to your collection if you have read Guide to Literary Agents
2019, Writer's Market 2019, or The Essential Guide to Getting Your Book Published.
  the north water ian mcguire: The Last Karankawas Kimberly Garza, 2022-08-09 A New York
Times Book Review Editors' Choice • An Indie Next Pick • Named a Most Anticipated and Must-Read
Book by BuzzFeed, Book Riot, and Ms. Magazine • One of Washington Independent Review of Books'
Favorite Books of 2022 Vivid . . . Garza's accomplished debut enriches the public imagination of this
corner of America, and the communities within. —Melissa Chadburn, The New York Times Book
Review (Editors' Choice) A blazing and kaleidoscopic debut about a tight-knit community of Mexican
and Filipino American families on the Texas coast from a voice you won't soon forget. Welcome to
Galveston, Texas. Population 50,241. Carly Castillo has only ever known Galveston. Her
grandmother Magdalena claims that they descend from the Karankawas, an extinct indigenous
Texan tribe, thereby tethering them to the land. Meanwhile, her boyfriend and all-star shortstop
turned seaman, Jess, treasures the salty, familiar air. He’s gotten chances to leave for bigger cities,
but he didn’t take them then and he sure as hell won’t now. When word spreads of a storm gathering
strength offshore known as Hurricane Ike, each Galveston resident must make a difficult decision:
board up the windows and hunker down or flee inland and abandon their hard-won homes. Moving
through the extraordinary lives of these characters and the many individuals who circle them, The
Last Karankawas weaves together a multitude of voices to present a lyrical, emotionally charged
portrait of everyday survival. The result is an unforgettable exploration of familial inheritance,
human resilience, and the histories we assign to ourselves.
  the north water ian mcguire: Climate, Society and Subsurface Politics in Greenland
Mark Nuttall, 2017-05-18 Once imagined as a place on the very edge of the world, Greenland is now
viewed as being at the epicentre of climate change. At the same time, international attention is
focused on opportunities for oil and mineral development, seemingly made possible as the inland ice
melts and sea ice disappears, revealing geological riches and making access to remote areas easier.
In this book, Mark Nuttall takes the reader on a journey through landscapes, seascapes and
icescapes of memory, movement and anticipation. Unravelling the entanglements of climate change,
indigenous sovereignty and the politics surrounding non-renewable resource extraction, he
describes how the country is on the verge of major environmental, political and social
transformations as it aspires to greater autonomy and possible independence from Denmark. At the
heart of this is discussion about how resources and the environment are given meaning and how



they have become subject to intense political and ideological struggle. Climate, Society and
Subsurface Politics in Greenland: Under the Great Ice is a key resource for academics, practitioners
and students of anthropology, geography, development studies, political ecology and polar studies.
  the north water ian mcguire: My Name Is Yip Paddy Crewe, 2022-06-14 For readers of
Charles Portis and Cormac McCarthy, My Name Is Yip is a bold, revisionist take on the Western
novel set in the Georgia gold rush, by a powerful debut novelist with an original voice. It’s 1815 in
the small town of Heron’s Creek, Georgia, when Yip Tolroy––mute, medical anomaly, and social
outcast––is born. His father has disappeared under mysterious circumstances, so he is raised by his
mother: a powerful, troubled, independent woman who owns and runs a general store. She struggles
to manage his needs, leaving Yip to find the means of asserting himself in an unforgiving, hostile
environment. With the help of a retired doctor, he begins to transform his life by learning to read
and write, his portal into the community a piece of slate and a supply of chalk. And then at the age of
15, Yip’s life is altered irrevocably. In the space of a few days, he witnesses the discovery of gold,
meets his faithful friend and comrade, Dud Carter, and commits a grievous crime. Thrust unwittingly
into a world of violence and sin, Yip and Dud are forced to leave town and embark on an odyssey
that will introduce them to the wonder and horror of the American frontier until the revelation of a
secret means they must return to Heron’s Creek and the fate that awaits them. With its colorful
description of people and places, comic backbone, and compelling narrator, My Name Is Yip is a
bold adventure––a gripping tale of courage, struggle, hope, and brotherhood––that reckons with the
seductive pull of the American South and its dark and complex histories.
  the north water ian mcguire: The Sea Richard Hamblyn, 2021-10-13 Sailing across time and
geography, the imaginary and the real, The Sea chronicles the many physical and cultural meanings
of the watery abyss. This book explores the sea and its meanings from ancient myths to
contemporary geopolitics, from Atlantis to the Mediterranean migrant crisis. Richard Hamblyn
traces a cultural and geographical journey from estuary to abyss, beginning with the topographies of
the shoreline and ending with the likely futures of our maritime environments. Along the way he
considers the sea as a site of work and endurance; of story and song; of language, leisure, and
longing. By meditating on the sea as both a physical and a cultural presence, the book shines new
light on the sea and its indelible place in the human imagination.
  the north water ian mcguire: Climate Crisis and the 21st-Century British Novel Astrid
Bracke, 2017-11-02 This book is available as open access through the Bloomsbury Open Access
programme and is available on www.bloomsburycollections.com. The challenge of rapid climate
change is forcing us to rethink traditional attitudes to nature. This book is the first study to chart
these changing attitudes in 21st-century British fiction. Climate Crisis and the 21st-Century British
Novel examines twelve works that reflect growing cultural awareness of climate crisis and
participate in the reshaping of the stories that surround it. Central to this renegotiation are four
narratives: environmental collapse, pastoral, urban and polar. Bringing ecocriticism into dialogue
with narratology and a new body of contemporary writing, Astrid Bracke explores a wide range of
texts, from Zadie Smith's NW through Sarah Hall's The Carhullan Army and David Mitchell's Cloud
Atlas to the work of a new generation of novelists such as Melissa Harrison and Ross Raisin. As the
book shows, post-millennial fictions provide the imaginative space in which to rethink the stories we
tell about ourselves and the natural world in a time of crisis.
  the north water ian mcguire: A Cultural History of Color in the Modern Age Anders
Steinvall, Sarah Street, 2022-08-31 A Cultural History of Color in the Modern Age covers the period
1920 to the present, a time of extraordinary developments in colour science, philosophy, art, design
and technologies. The expansion of products produced with synthetic dyes was accelerated by mass
consumerism as artists, designers, architects, writers, theater and filmmakers made us a 'color
conscious' society. This influenced what we wore, how we chose to furnish and decorate our homes,
and how we responded to the vibrancy and chromatic eclecticism of contemporary visual
cultures.The volume brings together research on how philosophers, scientists, linguists and artists
debated color's polyvalence, its meaning to different cultures, and how it could be measured,



manufactured, manipulated and enjoyed. Color shapes an individual's experience of the world and
also how society gives particular spaces, objects, and moments meaning. The 6 volume set of the
Cultural History of Color examines how color has been created, traded, used, and interpreted over
the last 5000 years. The themes covered in each volume are color philosophy and science; color
technology and trade; power and identity; religion and ritual; body and clothing; language and
psychology; literature and the performing arts; art; architecture and interiors; and artefacts. Anders
Steinvall is Senior Lecturer in English Linguistics at Umeå University, Sweden. Sarah Street is
Professor of Film at the University of Bristol, UK. Volume 6 in the Cultural History of Color set.
General Editors: Carole P. Biggam and Kirsten Wolf
  the north water ian mcguire: Global Literary Studies Diana Roig-Sanz, Neus Rotger,
2022-12-05 While the very existence of global literary studies as an institutionalised field is not yet
fully established, the global turn in various disciplines in the humanities and the social sciences has
been gaining traction in recent years. This book aims to contribute to the field of global literary
studies with a more inclusive and decentralising approach. Specifically, it responds to a double
demand: the need for expanding openness to other ways of seeing the global literary space by
including multiple literary and cultural traditions and other interdisciplinary perspectives in the
discussion, and the need for conceptual models and different case studies that will help develop a
global approach in four key avenues of research: global translation flows and translation policies,
the post-1989 novel as a global form, global literary environments, and a global perspective on film
and cinema history. Gathering contributions from international scholars with expertise in various
areas of research, the volume is structured around five target concepts: space, scale, time,
connectivity, and agency. We also take gender and LGBTQ+ perspectives, as well as a digital
approach.
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