
the caliban and the witch

The Caliban and the Witch is a groundbreaking scholarly work by Silvia Federici that explores the

profound connections between capitalism, gender, and the historical processes that have shaped

modern society. Published in 2004, the book challenges traditional narratives of Western history by

focusing on the often-overlooked experiences of women, peasants, and marginalized groups during the

transition from feudalism to capitalism. Federici’s analysis offers a compelling perspective on how

economic transformations have been deeply intertwined with social and gendered violence, ultimately

shaping contemporary notions of labor, body autonomy, and social reproduction.

---

Understanding the Core Thesis of The Caliban and the Witch

The Shift from Feudalism to Capitalism

Federici’s work begins by examining the sociopolitical and economic upheavals that took place during

the late Middle Ages and early modern period. She argues that the rise of capitalism was not merely

an economic development but a revolutionary process that restructured societal relations, especially

those related to gender and the body. The transition involved the systematic dismantling of communal

and customary rights, replacing them with individual property rights and wage labor.

The Role of Witch Hunts and Gender Violence

A central theme of the book is the witch hunts that swept through Europe between the 15th and 17th

centuries. Federici posits that these persecutions were not random acts of superstition but part of a

broader strategy to control women’s bodies and reproductive capacities. The witch hunts served to

instill fear and discipline, stripping women of their traditional roles as community caregivers and



reproductive agents, transforming them into subjects of state and capital control.

---

Historical Context and Key Events

The Emergence of Capitalist Patriarchy

Federici describes the emergence of a new form of patriarchy rooted in capitalism, which she terms

“capitalist patriarchy.” This system enforced women’s subjugation by linking their reproductive roles

directly to economic productivity. Women’s unpaid labor in household and community settings was

devalued, while their bodies became sites of regulation and control.

The Enclosure Movement and the Loss of Common Lands

One of the pivotal moments in the shift toward capitalism was the enclosure movement in England,

where common lands were privatized, forcing peasants off their land and into wage labor. This

dispossession increased women's dependence on male breadwinners and reduced their social and

economic autonomy, setting the stage for the gendered violence that followed.

The Transition from Medieval to Early Modern Societies

Federici traces how medieval social structures, which often recognized communal rights and collective

social reproduction, were systematically dismantled. The early modern period saw the rise of state

institutions that enforced new social hierarchies, including the criminalization of forms of female

autonomy associated with witchcraft.

---



Theoretical Foundations and Influences

Marxist and Feminist Theories

Federici’s analysis is influenced by Marxist theories of labor and capital, juxtaposed with feminist

perspectives on gender and power. She emphasizes that capitalism relies on the exploitation of unpaid

reproductive labor, predominantly performed by women, which sustains the economy without direct

compensation.

Historical Materialism and Social Reproduction

The book introduces the concept of social reproduction—the array of daily and generational labor

necessary to sustain human life—and highlights its central role in capitalist accumulation. Federici

argues that controlling women’s reproductive capacities was essential for establishing a disciplined,

productive labor force.

Witchcraft as Resistance

While the witch hunts are often portrayed as tragic episodes of superstition, Federici interprets them as

moments of social resistance and upheaval. Many women accused of witchcraft were healers,

midwives, or community organizers, whose roles challenged emerging capitalist norms.

---

Impact and Significance of The Caliban and the Witch



Reframing Historical Narratives

Federici’s work radically rethinks Western history by foregrounding gendered violence and social

reproduction in the story of capitalism’s rise. It challenges the traditional focus on political and

economic elites, emphasizing the experiences of marginalized groups, especially women.

Influence on Feminist and Marxist Movements

The book has become a foundational text in feminist economics and social theory. Its insights have

inspired activists and scholars to reconsider the importance of reproductive justice, community

autonomy, and the intersections of gender and labor.

Contemporary Relevance

The themes of social control, reproductive rights, and the exploitation of unpaid labor remain highly

relevant today. Federici’s analysis offers tools for understanding current debates around gender

equality, labor rights, and the ongoing impact of capitalism on bodily autonomy.

---

Key Concepts and Ideas from The Caliban and the Witch

Social Reproduction and Its Importance

Federici emphasizes that social reproduction—the care, nurturing, and maintenance of life—is

fundamental to any economy. Under capitalism, this work is devalued and rendered invisible, despite

being essential for the reproduction of labor power.



Reclaiming Women’s History

The book advocates for a reexamination of women’s roles throughout history, highlighting their

contributions to community resilience and their resistance against oppression. It argues that

understanding these histories is crucial for building a more equitable future.

The Body as a Site of Power and Resistance

Federici explores how control over women’s bodies has been a central mechanism of social control,

from witch hunts to modern reproductive policies. Recognizing this helps illuminate pathways for

resistance and emancipation.

---

Critiques and Discussions Surrounding The Caliban and the

Witch

Academic Reception

Federici’s work has been widely praised for its depth and originality, though some critics argue that it

occasionally overemphasizes the role of witch hunts in the broader economic transformation.

Nonetheless, it is considered a seminal contribution to feminist and Marxist historiography.

Debates on Historical Methodology

Scholars have engaged in discussions about the interpretation of witch hunts and their connection to

capitalism. Federici’s thesis invites ongoing debate about the extent to which social violence is

intertwined with economic change.



Relevance to Modern Movements

The book’s insights have influenced contemporary movements advocating for reproductive rights,

social justice, and anti-capitalist activism. It underscores the enduring importance of understanding

history to challenge ongoing systems of oppression.

---

Conclusion: The Legacy of The Caliban and the Witch

Silvia Federici’s The Caliban and the Witch remains a vital text for anyone interested in understanding

the historical roots of gender inequality, social control, and capitalism. By highlighting the connections

between economic transformations and violence against women and marginalized groups, it offers a

powerful framework for analyzing contemporary social struggles. Its call to recognize and valorize

social reproduction and community resilience continues to inspire activists and scholars alike,

emphasizing that the fight for bodily autonomy, gender equality, and economic justice is deeply rooted

in history—and still ongoing.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of 'The Caliban and the Witch' by Silvia

Federici?

'The Caliban and the Witch' explores the connection between the rise of capitalism and the

suppression of women's social and reproductive roles, highlighting how witch hunts and gendered



violence were integral to the transition from feudalism to capitalism.

How does Federici interpret the role of witch hunts in shaping modern

capitalism?

Federici argues that witch hunts served to criminalize and eliminate women who challenged patriarchal

and economic norms, thus consolidating control over women's bodies and labor, which was essential

for the development of capitalist accumulation.

Why has 'The Caliban and the Witch' gained popularity among

contemporary feminist and Marxist scholars?

The book's analysis links gendered violence and economic systems, providing a historical foundation

for understanding gender inequalities today, making it a pivotal resource for those studying gender,

labor, and capitalism.

What historical periods does Federici focus on in 'The Caliban and the

Witch'?

Federici primarily focuses on the European witch hunts from the 15th to 17th centuries, examining their

social, economic, and political contexts during the transition from feudalism to early capitalism.

How does 'The Caliban and the Witch' contribute to our understanding

of gender and labor history?

The book highlights how gendered violence and the suppression of women's roles were central to

economic transformations, emphasizing the importance of gender as a factor in historical processes of

labor and capital accumulation.



Additional Resources

The Caliban and the Witch: Unveiling the Roots of Modern Gender and Class Struggles

Introduction

In her groundbreaking work, The Caliban and the Witch, Italian Marxist-feminist historian Silvia Federici

delves into the complex history of capitalism’s emergence, exploring how gender, class, and power

intertwined during the transformative period of the late Middle Ages and early modern Europe. By

examining the social, economic, and ideological shifts that accompanied the transition from feudalism

to capitalism, Federici presents a compelling narrative that challenges conventional historiography. Her

analysis emphasizes the centrality of gendered violence, witch hunts, and reproductive control in

shaping the modern capitalist world. This article offers a comprehensive overview of Federici’s work,

unpacking its core themes, historical context, and contemporary relevance.

---

Understanding the Central Thesis of The Caliban and the Witch

Federici’s book is more than a historical account; it is a critical intervention in debates about

capitalism, patriarchy, and social justice. Her central thesis posits that the rise of capitalism was not

merely an economic shift but a profound social transformation that involved the systematic destruction

of communal and gendered bonds, particularly targeting women’s reproductive and productive

capacities. She argues that the period from 1450 to 1850 was marked by violent campaigns—most

notably the witch hunts—that served to enforce new social hierarchies and capitalist modes of

production.

Key elements of her thesis include:

- The connection between the repression of women and the rise of capitalism.



- The role of witch hunts as a means of social control and gendered violence.

- The transformation of peasant and communal practices into individual, commodified labor.

- The importance of bodily autonomy and reproductive labor in capitalist accumulation.

By framing these elements within a broader socio-economic context, Federici reveals how gendered

violence and economic transformation are deeply intertwined processes that continue to influence

contemporary society.

---

Historical Context: From Feudalism to Capitalism

Federici situates her analysis within a specific historical framework, focusing on the late Middle Ages

and the early modern period. This era was characterized by profound upheaval—politically,

economically, and socially—as Europe transitioned from a largely feudal society to a capitalist one.

Major developments during this transition include:

- The enclosure movement: Privatization of common lands, displacing peasants and disrupting

traditional communal practices.

- The commercialization of agriculture: Introduction of new farming techniques and the shift toward

cash crops.

- The rise of trade and markets: Expansion of merchant capitalism and the growth of urban centers.

- The decline of peasant and guild-based production: Moving toward wage labor and individual

enterprise.

Federici emphasizes that these economic shifts were accompanied by ideological campaigns that

justified and reinforced new social hierarchies, often through accusations of witchcraft and the

persecution of women. The witch hunts, which peaked between the 16th and 17th centuries, served as

a tool to eliminate those seen as threats to the emerging capitalist order—many of whom were women,



especially those who maintained traditional roles or communal practices.

---

The Witch Hunts as a Gendered and Classed Campaign

One of Federici’s most influential contributions is her detailed analysis of the witch hunts. She argues

that these episodes were not random or solely religious in nature but were deliberate social campaigns

aimed at consolidating new forms of social control.

Main features of the witch hunts include:

- Targeting women, especially those who were independent, marginalized, or involved in traditional

healing and reproductive practices.

- The association of women’s bodies and reproductive labor with economic stability and social

cohesion.

- The use of torture, accusations, and executions to instill fear and obedience.

- The destruction of communal and matriarchal traditions that challenged patriarchal authority.

Federici interprets the witch hunts as a means to suppress women’s autonomy, particularly their

control over their bodies and labor. The persecution of witches effectively erased a significant part of

the social fabric rooted in communal sharing, collective knowledge, and reproductive sovereignty.

Impacts of the witch hunts:

- Disempowerment of women and the erosion of matriarchal traditions.

- Reinforcement of patriarchal authority and gendered violence.

- Facilitation of the transition to a wage-labor system that depended on individual reproductive and

productive labor being subordinated to capitalist interests.



Through this lens, Federici presents the witch hunts as a form of class warfare—targeting those who

threatened the emerging capitalist order through their resistance or alternative social practices.

---

The Role of Reproductive Labor and Bodily Autonomy

A central theme of The Caliban and the Witch is the importance of reproductive labor—women’s unpaid

and often invisible work—in underpinning the capitalist economy. Federici argues that the transition to

capitalism involved not only the commodification of labor but also a systematic control over women’s

bodies and reproductive capacities.

Key points include:

- The erosion of women’s traditional roles in kinship, community, and production.

- The transformation of reproductive labor into a source of capitalist profit—through practices like forced

sterilization, confinement, and the regulation of sexuality.

- The doubling of violence against women—both physical and ideological—to ensure their subjugation.

Federici contends that the suppression of women’s reproductive autonomy was essential for the

expansion of capitalist production. By controlling women’s bodies and reproductive functions, the

emerging capitalist class aimed to secure a stable labor force and eliminate traditional social bonds

that could challenge authority.

Implications for contemporary society:

Federici’s analysis underscores that issues of reproductive rights, gender violence, and bodily

autonomy are deeply rooted in historical processes. The legacy of the witch hunts and the repression

of women’s reproductive labor continue to influence debates around gender equality, reproductive

justice, and social welfare.



---

Beyond History: Contemporary Relevance

While The Caliban and the Witch is rooted in historical analysis, its insights resonate profoundly with

contemporary struggles. Federici’s work invites readers to view capitalism not just as an economic

system but as a social order built on the foundations of gendered violence and reproductive control.

Contemporary issues connected to Federici’s analysis include:

- The ongoing fight for women’s reproductive rights and access to healthcare.

- The persistence of gender-based violence and discrimination.

- The privatization and commodification of reproductive labor, including paid maternity/paternity leave

and healthcare.

- The resurgence of witch hunts and anti-witch sentiment in some parts of the world, often linked to

political or religious extremism.

- The broader critique of capitalism’s impact on social bonds, community resilience, and environmental

sustainability.

Federici’s work encourages activists, scholars, and policymakers to recognize the historical roots of

these issues and to challenge the systemic structures that perpetuate inequality and violence.

---

Critical Reception and Impact

Since its publication, The Caliban and the Witch has garnered widespread acclaim among historians,

feminists, and social theorists. Its interdisciplinary approach, combining history, feminist theory, and



political economy, offers a fresh perspective on a formative period of social change.

Key contributions and debates include:

- Challenging traditional narratives that frame capitalism solely as an economic evolution.

- Highlighting the centrality of gendered violence and bodily autonomy in social transformation.

- Inspiring contemporary movements for reproductive justice, anti-capitalist activism, and gender

equality.

However, some critics have argued that Federici’s focus on gendered violence may underemphasize

other social forces or the diversity of experiences during the period. Nonetheless, her work remains a

vital contribution to understanding the intersections of gender, class, and power.

---

Conclusion: Reimagining Social Justice

The Caliban and the Witch is more than a historical account—it is a call to reexamine the foundations

of our social and economic systems. Federici’s analysis reveals that the violence against women and

the repression of reproductive labor were not incidental but central to the birth of capitalism.

Recognizing these roots allows for a more comprehensive approach to social justice—one that

champions bodily autonomy, communal resilience, and equitable economic participation.

As societies grapple with ongoing crises—economic inequality, gender violence, environmental

degradation—Federici’s work offers critical insights and a compelling argument for transformative

change. By understanding the historical processes that shaped our present, we can better envision a

future rooted in solidarity, justice, and respect for bodily and reproductive rights.

---
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Final Note: The Caliban and the Witch remains an essential text for anyone interested in the

intersections of history, gender, and capitalism. Its analytical depth and revolutionary perspective

challenge us to rethink the origins of social inequalities and imagine a more just and equitable world.
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  the caliban and the witch: Caliban and the Witch Silvia Federici, 2004 Women, the body
and primitive accumulation--Cover.
  the caliban and the witch: Witches, Witch-Hunting, and Women Silvia Federici, 2018-10-01
We are witnessing a new surge of interpersonal and institutional violence against women, including
new witch hunts. This surge of violence has occurred alongside an expansion of capitalist social
relations. In this new work that revisits some of the main themes of Caliban and the Witch, Silvia
Federici examines the root causes of these developments and outlines the consequences for the
women affected and their communities. She argues that, no less than the witch hunts in sixteenth-
and seventeenth-century Europe and the “New World,” this new war on women is a structural
element of the new forms of capitalist accumulation. These processes are founded on the destruction
of people’s most basic means of reproduction. Like at the dawn of capitalism, what we discover
behind today’s violence against women are processes of enclosure, land dispossession, and the
remolding of women’s reproductive activities and subjectivity. As well as an investigation into the
causes of this new violence, the book is also a feminist call to arms. Federici’s work provides new
ways of understanding the methods in which women are resisting victimization and offers a powerful
reminder that reconstructing the memory of the past is crucial for the struggles of the present.
  the caliban and the witch: Caliban and the Witch Silvia Federici, 2013 Caliban and the
Witch is a history of the body in the transition to capitalism. Moving from the peasant revolts of the
late Middle Ages to the witch-hunts and the rise of mechanical philosophy, Federici investigates the
capitalist rationalization of social reproduction. She shows how the battle against the rebel body and
the conflict between body and mind are essential conditions for the development of labor power and
self-ownership, two central principles of modern social organization.--Back cover.
  the caliban and the witch: Caliban and the Witches Silvia Federici, 1998-01-01
  the caliban and the witch: Caliban and the Witch Silvia Federici, 2014 . . . A history of the
body in the transition to capitalism. Moving from the peasant revolts of the late Middle Ages to the
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witch-hunts and the rise of mechanical philosophy, Federici investigates the capitalist rationalization
of social reproduction. She shows how the battle against the rebel body and the conflict between
body and mind are essential conditions for the development of labor power and self-ownership, two
central principles of modern social organization. --back cover.
  the caliban and the witch: Capitalism's Sexual History Nicola Jo-Anne Smith, 2020 As
ongoing controversies over commercial sex attest, the relationship between capitalism and sexuality
is deeply contentious. Economic and sexual practices are assumed to be not only separable but
antithetical, hence why paid sex is so often criminalized and morally condemned. Yet, while sexuality
is highly politicized in moral terms, it has largely been overlooked in the discipline devoted to the
study of global capitalism, international political economy (IPE). Likewise, the prevailing field in
sexuality studies, queer theory, has frequently sidelined questions of political economy. This book
calls for critical scholarship to challenge the economy/sexuality dichotomy as it not only structures
disciplinary debates but is part and parcel of capitalism itself.Capitalism's Sexual History brings IPE
and queer theory into close dialogue to explore how the division between economy and sexuality has
been historically produced to appear both natural and moral. By examining sex work in Britain,
Nicola J. Smith draws on in-depth archival research to chart a history of capitalism's sexual relations
from medieval times to the present day. She shows how capitalist development was made possible
by the appropriation of unpaid sexual labor that relied, in turn, on the repression and production of
paid sex. By tracing the historical construction of boundaries around sex and work, this book
exposes how capitalism has long profited from the notion that the sexual and economic spheres can
and must be kept apart. In so doing, it offers a distinctive contribution to the study of sex and work
as well as to wider scholarly, activist, and policy debates about political economy, reproductive
labor, gender equality, and sexual justice.
  the caliban and the witch: Silvia Federici's Caliban and the Witch Silvia Federici, 2019 A
history of the body in the transition to capitalism. Moving from the peasant revolts of the late Middle
Ages to the witch-hunts and the rise of mechanical philosophy, Federici investigates the capitalist
rationalization of social reproduction. She shows how the battle against the rebel body and the
conflict between body and mind are essential conditions for the development of labor power and
self-ownership, two central principles of modern social organization. Volume 4 of 5.
  the caliban and the witch: Spinoza’s Authority Volume I A. Kiarina Kordela, Dimitris
Vardoulakis, 2017-12-28 Spinoza's political thought has been subject to a significant revival of
interest in recent years. As a response to difficult times, students and scholars have returned to this
founding figure of modern philosophy as a means to help reinterpret and rethink the political
present. Spinoza's Authority Volume I: Resistance and Power in Ethics makes a significant
contribution to this ongoing reception and utilization of Spinoza's political thought by focusing on his
posthumously published Ethics. By taking the concept of authority as an original framework, this
books asks: How is authority related to ethics, ontology, and epistemology? What are the social,
historical and representational processes that produce authority and resistance? And what are the
conditions of effective resistance? Spinoza's Authority features a roster of internationally established
theorists of Spinoza's work, and covers key elements of Spinoza's political philosophy, including:
questions of authority, the resistance to authority, sovereign power, democratic control, and the role
of Spinoza's multitudes.
  the caliban and the witch: Apocalyptic Political Theology Thomas Lynch, 2019-01-24
Hegel's philosophy of religion contains an implicit political theology. When viewed in connection
with his wider work on subjectivity, history and politics, this political theology is a resource for
apocalyptic thinking. In a world of climate change, inequality, oppressive gender roles and racism,
Hegel can be used to theorise the hope found in the end of that world. Histories of apocalyptic
thinking draw a line connecting the medieval prophet Joachim of Fiore and Marx. This line passes
through Hegel, who transforms the relationship between philosophy and theology by philosophically
employing theological concepts to critique the world. Jacob Taubes provides an example of this
Hegelian political theology, weaving Christianity, Judaism and philosophy to develop an



apocalypticism that is not invested in the world. Taubes awaits the end of the world knowing that
apocalyptic destruction is also a form of creation. Catherine Malabou discusses this relationship
between destruction and creation in terms of plasticity. Using plasticity to reformulate
apocalypticism allows for a form of apocalyptic thinking that is immanent and materialist. Together
Hegel, Taubes and Malabou provide the resources for thinking about why the world should end. The
resulting apocalyptic pessimism is not passive, but requires an active refusal of the world.
  the caliban and the witch: Anarchafeminism Chiara Bottici, 2021-11-18 How can we be sure
the oppressed do not become oppressors in their turn? How can we create a feminism that doesn't
turn into yet another tool for oppression? It has become commonplace to argue that, in order to fight
the subjugation of women, we have to unpack the ways different forms of oppression intersect with
one another: class, race, gender, sexuality, disability, and ecology, to name only a few. By arguing
that there is no single factor, or arche, explaining the oppression of women, Chiara Bottici proposes
a radical anarchafeminist philosophy inspired by two major claims: that there is something specific
to the oppression of women, and that, in order to fight that, we need to untangle all other forms of
oppression and the anthropocentrism they inhabit. Anarchism needs feminism to address the
continued subordination of all femina, but feminism needs anarchism if it does not want to become
the privilege of a few. Anarchafeminism calls for a decolonial and deimperial position and for a
renewed awareness of the somatic communism connecting all different life forms on the planet. In
this new revolutionary vision, feminism does not mean the liberation of the lucky few, but liberation
for all living creatures from both capitalist exploitation and an androcentric politics of domination.
Either all or none of us will be free.
  the caliban and the witch: How the West Came to Rule Alexander Anievas, Kerem
Nişancıolu, 2015-06-20 *Winner of International Studies Association (ISA)'s International Political
Sociology Best Book Prize for 2017* *Winner of British International Studies Association (BISA)'s
International Political Economy Working Group Book Prize of 2016* *Shortlisted for the ISA Book
Prize* Mainstream historical accounts of the development of capitalism describe a process which is
fundamentally European - a system that was born in the mills and factories of England or under the
guillotines of the French Revolution. In this groundbreaking book, a very different story is told. How
the West Came to Rule offers a interdisciplinary and international historical account of the origins of
capitalism. It argues that contrary to the dominant wisdom, capitalism's origins should not be
understood as a development confined to the geographically and culturally sealed borders of
Europe, but the outcome of a wider array of global processes in which non-European societies
played a decisive role. Through an outline of the uneven histories of Mongolian expansion, New
World discoveries, Ottoman-Habsburg rivalry, the development of the Asian colonies and bourgeois
revolutions, Alexander Anievas and Kerem Nisancioglu provide an account of how these diverse
events and processes came together to produce capitalism.
  the caliban and the witch: Subversive Spiritualities Frederique Apffel-Marglin, 2011-11-15
In this book, Frederique Apffel-Marglin draws on a lifetime of work with the indigenous peoples of
Peru and India to support her argument that the beliefs, values, and practices of such traditional
peoples are ''eco-metaphysically true.''
  the caliban and the witch: Bargain Witch Brooke Palmieri, 2025-10-07 An occult history that
grounds the sacred yearning for magic in real life. In these essays by scholar and self-initiated witch
Brooke Palmieri, occult history, the eternal now, and our magickal queer futures align, connecting
us to an enchantment both contemporary and classic. Drawing upon the knowledge and influence of
practitioners from Rachel Pollack to Tituba, Palmieri grounds the sacred yearning for magic in real
life, whether exploring the gossip of feuding Salem witches, paying the rent by playing “wizard” for
news cameras, or detailing the psychic ups and downs of working in an occult bookshop. Written in a
voice electrified with love for the craft and its lineage of eccentrics, Bargain Witch shows us witch
life in all its quotidian humor and splendor, taking its place amongst the magickal classics that
inspired it, a literary ouroboros.
  the caliban and the witch: Birth Justice Rodante Waal, 2025-10-01 Reproductive injustice is



an urgent global problem. We are faced with the increased criminalization of abortion, higher
maternal and neonatal mortality rates for people of color, and more and more research addressing
the structural nature of obstetric violence. In this collection of essays, the cause of reproductive
injustice is understood as the institutionalized isolation of (potentially) pregnant people, making
them vulnerable for bio- and necropolitical disciplination and control. The central thesis of this book
is that reproductive justice must be achieved through a radical reappropriation of relationality in
reproductive care to safeguard the access to knowledge and care needed for safe bodily
self-determination. Through empirical research as well as decolonial, feminist, midwifery, and Black
theory, reproductive justice is reimagined as abolitionist care, grounded in the abolition of
authoritative obstetric institutions, state control of reproduction, and restrictive abortion laws in
favor of community practices that are truly relational.
  the caliban and the witch: The Witch Studies Reader Soma Chaudhuri, Jane Ward,
2025-02-21 Stories about witches are by their nature stories about the most basic and profound of
human experiences—healing, sex, violence, tragedies, aging, death, and encountering the mystery
and magic of the unknown. It is no surprise, then, that witches loom large in our cultural
imaginations. In academia, studies of witches rarely emerge from scholars who are themselves
witches and/or embedded in communities of witchcraft practitioners. The Witch Studies Reader
brings together a diverse group of scholars, practitioners, and scholar-practitioners who examine
witchcraft from a critical decolonial feminist perspective that decenters Europe and departs from
exoticizing and pathologizing writing on witchcraft in the global South. The authors show how
witches are keepers of suppressed knowledges, builders of new futures, exemplars of praxis, and
theorists in their own right. Throughout, they account for the vastly different national,
political-economic, and cultural contexts in which “the witch” is currently being claimed and
repudiated. Offering a pathbreaking transnational feminist examination of witches and witchcraft
that upends white supremacist, colonial, patriarchal knowledge regimes, this volume brings into
being the interdisciplinary field of feminist witch studies. Contributors. Maria Amir, Ruth Asiimwe,
Bernadette Barton, Ethel Brooks, Shelina Brown, Ruth Charnock, Soma Chaudhuri, Carolyn
Chernoff, Saira Chhibber, Simon Clay, Krystal Cleary, Adrianna L. Ernstberger, Tina Escaja, Laurie
Essig, Marcelitte Failla, D Ferrett, Marion Goldman, Jaime Hartless, Margaretha Haughwout,
Patricia Humura, Apoorvaa Joshi, Govind Kelkar, Oliver Kellhammer, Ayça Kurtoğlu, Helen
Macdonald, Isabel Machado, Brandy Renee McCann, Dev Nathan, Mary Jo Neitz, Amy Nichols-Belo,
Allison (or AP) Pierce, Emma Quilty, Anna Rogel, Karen Schaller, Jacquelyn Marie Shannon,
Shashank Shekhar Sinha, Gabriella V. Smith, Nathan Snaza, Shannon Hughes Spence, Eric
Steinhart, Morena Tartari, Nicole Trigg, Katie Von Wald, Tushabe wa Tushabe, Jane Ward
  the caliban and the witch: Magic Jamie Sutcliffe, 2021-12-14 The first accessible reader on
magic’s generative relationship with contemporary art practice. From the hexing of presidents to a
renewed interest in herbalism and atavistic forms of self-care, magic has furnished the
contemporary imagination with mysterious and often disorienting bodies of arcane thought and
practice. This volume brings together writings by artists, magicians, historians, and theorists that
illuminate the vibrant correspondences animating contemporary art’s varied encounters with
magical culture, inspiring a reconsideration of the relationship between the symbolic and the
pragmatic. Dispensing with simple narratives of reenchantment, Magic illustrates the intricate ways
in which we have to some extent always been captivated by the allure of the numinous. It
demonstrates how magical culture’s tendencies toward secrecy, occlusion, and encryption might
provide contemporary artists with strategies of remedial communality, a renewed faith in the
invocational power of personal testimony, and a poetics of practice that could boldly question our
political circumstances, from the crisis of climate collapse to the strictures of socially sanctioned
techniques of medical and psychiatric care. Tracing its various emergences through the shadows of
modernity, the circuitries of ritual media, and declarations of psychic self-defence, Magic deciphers
the evolution of a “magical-critical” thinking that productively complicates, contradicts and expands
the boundaries of our increasingly weird present.



  the caliban and the witch: The Ashgate Encyclopedia of Literary and Cinematic
Monsters Jeffrey Andrew Weinstock, 2016-04-01 From vampires and demons to ghosts and
zombies, interest in monsters in literature, film, and popular culture has never been stronger. This
concise Encyclopedia provides scholars and students with a comprehensive and authoritative A-Z of
monsters throughout the ages. It is the first major reference book on monsters for the scholarly
market. Over 200 entries written by experts in the field are accompanied by an overview
introduction by the editor. Generic entries such as 'ghost' and 'vampire' are cross-listed with
important specific manifestations of that monster. In addition to monsters appearing in
English-language literature and film, the Encyclopedia also includes significant monsters in Spanish,
French, Italian, German, Russian, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, African and Middle Eastern traditions.
Alphabetically organized, the entries each feature suggestions for further reading. The Ashgate
Encyclopedia of Literary and Cinematic Monsters is an invaluable resource for all students and
scholars and an essential addition to library reference shelves.
  the caliban and the witch: Interdisciplinary Essays on Cannibalism Giulia Champion,
2021-04-21 Interdisciplinary Essays on Cannibalism: Bites Here and There brings together a range
of works exploring the evolution of cannibalism, literally and metaphorically, diachronically and
across disciplines. This edited collection aims to promote a conversation on the evolution and the
different uses of the tropes and figures of cannibalism, in order to understand and deconstruct the
fascination with anthropophagy, its continued afterlife and its relation to different disciplines and
spaces of discourse. In order to do so, the contributing authors shed a new light not only on the
concept, but also propose to explore cannibalism through new optics and theories. Spanning 15
chapters, the collection explores cannibalism across disciplines and fields from Antiquity to
contemporary speculative fiction, considering history, anthropology, visual and film studies,
philosophy, feminist theories, psychoanalysis and museum practices. This collection of thoughtful
and thought-provoking scholarly contributions suggests the importance of cannibalism in
understanding human history and social relations.
  the caliban and the witch: A Modern Guide to Uneven Economic Development Erik S.
Reinert, Ingrid H. Kvangraven, 2023-01-13 In contrast to neo-classical mainstream approaches to
economics, this innovative Modern Guide addresses the complex reality of economic development as
an inherently uneven process, exploring the ways of theorizing and empirically exploring the
mechanisms with which the unevenness manifests itself. It covers a wide array of issues influencing
wealth and poverty, technological innovation, ecology and sustainability, financialization, population,
gender, and geography, considering the dynamics of cumulative causations created by the interplay
between these factors.
  the caliban and the witch: The Limits of Okinawa Wendy Matsumura, 2015-04-26 Since its
incorporation into the Japanese nation-state in 1879, Okinawa has been seen by both Okinawans and
Japanese as an exotic “South,” both spatially and temporally distinct from modern Japan. In The
Limits of Okinawa, Wendy Matsumura traces the emergence of this sense of Okinawan difference,
showing how local and mainland capitalists, intellectuals, and politicians attempted to resolve
clashes with labor by appealing to the idea of a unified Okinawan community. Their numerous
confrontations with small producers and cultivators who refused to be exploited for the sake of this
ideal produced and reproduced “Okinawa” as an organic, transhistorical entity. Informed by recent
Marxist attempts to expand the understanding of the capitalist mode of production to include the
production of subjectivity, Matsumura provides a new understanding of Okinawa's place in Japanese
and world history, and it establishes a new locus for considering the relationships between empire,
capital, nation, and identity.
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