
riders of the purple sage
riders of the purple sage is a classic Western novel by renowned author Zane Grey, first published
in 1912. It stands as one of the most influential works in the Western genre, captivating readers with
its vivid portrayal of the American frontier, complex characters, and themes of love, justice, and
redemption. Over the decades, "Riders of the Purple Sage" has cemented its place in literary history
and continues to be celebrated through various adaptations and scholarly analyses. This
comprehensive guide will explore the novel's plot, themes, characters, significance, and its enduring
legacy, providing a thorough understanding for both new readers and longtime fans.

Overview of "Riders of the Purple Sage"

Plot Summary
"Riders of the Purple Sage" is set in the rugged Utah territory during the late 19th century. The story
revolves around the conflict between Mormon settlers and outsiders, with themes of law, morality,
and justice woven throughout. The protagonist, Lassiter, is a rugged, morally upright gunman who
arrives in the small town of Cottonwoods to aid a group of oppressed women and settlers.

Lassiter's primary goal is to rescue the young and beautiful Jane Withersteen, a Mormon woman who
faces threats from her own community due to her refusal to abandon her non-Mormon friends and her
defiance of local Mormon leaders. Alongside Lassiter is another key character, the mysterious and
noble cowboy, Steve Slade, whose motives are complex and whose loyalty is tested throughout the
story.

The novel's plot intensifies as conflicts arise involving land disputes, religious tensions, and personal
vendettas. Lassiter's past and his quest for justice intertwine with the broader struggle between
tradition and change in the frontier society. The climax features daring confrontations, acts of
heroism, and moments of emotional revelation, culminating in Lassiter's victory over evil and the
restoration of moral order.

Major Themes
"Riders of the Purple Sage" explores numerous themes that resonate deeply with readers:
- Justice and Morality: The novel examines the blurred lines between right and wrong in a lawless
frontier, emphasizing individual moral integrity.
- Religious Oppression: It critiques the oppressive practices of certain Mormon leaders while
portraying genuine faith and spirituality.
- Love and Sacrifice: Romantic relationships are central to the plot, highlighting themes of sacrifice,
loyalty, and redemption.
- The American West: The novel romanticizes the wild, rugged landscape and the pioneering spirit of
settlers.



Key Characters in "Riders of the Purple Sage"

Lassiter
Lassiter is the archetype of the rugged Western hero—honest, brave, and morally upright. His
backstory involves a troubled past, including a wrongful conviction that fuels his desire for justice.
Lassiter’s unwavering sense of morality makes him a symbol of righteousness in the novel.

Jane Withersteen
A strong-willed Mormon woman, Jane is dedicated to her faith and her community, yet she refuses to
conform blindly to oppressive traditions. Her kindness and moral strength make her a central figure in
the story, as she navigates threats and her own feelings.

Steve Slade
A complex and enigmatic character, Steve Slade is a cowboy with a mysterious past. His loyalty shifts
throughout the story, and his character development involves themes of redemption and inner
conflict.

Mormon Leaders
The antagonists often include the oppressive Mormon leaders who attempt to control the land and
people through religious authority. Their portrayal adds depth to the novel's critique of religious
authoritarianism.

The Significance of "Riders of the Purple Sage"

Literary Impact and Legacy
"Riders of the Purple Sage" is credited with popularizing the Western novel genre. Its vivid
descriptions, memorable characters, and moral themes set a standard for future Western literature.
Zane Grey’s storytelling techniques—combining adventure, romance, and moral dilemmas—created a
blueprint that many authors followed.

Influence on Western Culture
The novel has influenced countless Western films, TV shows, and other media. Its iconic imagery of
horses, wide-open landscapes, and rugged heroes has become synonymous with the American West.



Adaptations and Media
The story has been adapted into several films, starting from the silent era through modern
productions. Notable adaptations include:
- The 1914 silent film directed by Thomas H. Ince
- The 1931 version starring George O’Brien
- The 1941 adaptation featuring George Montgomery
- Modern renditions continue to draw inspiration from Grey’s original work

The Themes and Symbols in "Riders of the Purple
Sage"

Symbolism of the Title
The "purple sage" in the title symbolizes the wild, untamed nature of the American frontier. It also
reflects themes of nobility and spiritual elevation, as purple is traditionally associated with royalty and
sacrifice.

Landscape as a Character
The Utah wilderness is depicted almost as a character itself—representing freedom, danger, and the
possibility of renewal. Grey’s detailed descriptions evoke the expansive, rugged beauty of the West.

Religious and Moral Symbols
The novel explores religious symbolism through its critique of oppressive religious authority versus
genuine faith. Characters like Jane Withersteen embody moral righteousness, standing against
corruption.

The Enduring Popularity of "Riders of the Purple Sage"

Why Readers Continue to Love This Novel
The novel's timeless appeal lies in its combination of action, romance, and moral complexity. Its vivid
storytelling transports readers to a different era, offering both adventure and reflection.

Relevance to Modern Audiences
Themes of justice, individual morality, and resistance against oppression remain relevant today. The
novel also offers insight into the history and culture of the American West, making it a valuable
educational resource.



Recommended Reading and Study Tips
- Read with an eye for the detailed descriptions of landscape and setting.
- Analyze character development, especially Lassiter’s moral journey.
- Consider the novel’s critique of religious authority and its implications.
- Explore adaptations to see how the story has been interpreted visually.

Conclusion: The Legacy of "Riders of the Purple Sage"
"Riders of the Purple Sage" by Zane Grey remains a cornerstone of Western literature, celebrated for
its compelling characters, vivid landscapes, and profound themes. Its influence extends beyond the
pages into American cultural mythology, shaping perceptions of the frontier and heroism. Whether as
a thrilling adventure, a moral tale, or a historical reflection, this novel continues to captivate readers
worldwide. Its enduring legacy is a testament to Grey’s storytelling genius and the timeless allure of
the American West.

Meta Description: Discover the timeless classic "Riders of the Purple Sage" by Zane Grey. Explore its
plot, themes, characters, and legacy in this comprehensive guide to one of the most influential
Western novels.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Riders of the Purple Sage'?
'Riders of the Purple Sage' follows the story of Jane Withersteen, a Mormon woman, as she navigates
conflicts involving her faith, her land, and the outlaws and cowboys who cross her path, ultimately
exploring themes of love, morality, and independence.

Who are the main characters in 'Riders of the Purple Sage'?
The main characters include Jane Withersteen, the Mormon ranch owner; Lassiter, a gunslinger and
outsider; and Venters, a cowboy and herder, along with other supporting characters like Bern Venters
and the antagonist Elder Tull.

What are the central themes of 'Riders of the Purple Sage'?
'Riders of the Purple Sage' explores themes such as religious intolerance, individual freedom,
morality, justice, and the clash between modernity and tradition in the American West.

How does 'Riders of the Purple Sage' reflect the Western
genre?
'Riders of the Purple Sage' embodies classic Western elements like frontier life, lawlessness, rugged
landscapes, moral ambiguity, and heroic outlaws, making it a quintessential example of Western
fiction.



Why is 'Riders of the Purple Sage' considered a
groundbreaking Western novel?
Published in 1912, it is considered one of the first Western novels to feature a strong female
protagonist, complex moral conflicts, and a nuanced portrayal of Western life, influencing the
development of the genre.

What role does the setting play in 'Riders of the Purple Sage'?
The arid, rugged Utah landscape is central to the story, shaping the characters' lives and conflicts,
and emphasizing themes of isolation, freedom, and the harsh realities of frontier life.

Who wrote 'Riders of the Purple Sage' and when was it
published?
The novel was written by Zane Grey and published in 1912, establishing Grey as a prominent author
of Western fiction.

How has 'Riders of the Purple Sage' influenced Western
literature and popular culture?
The novel has inspired numerous adaptations, including films, TV series, and other media, and has
helped define Western archetypes, influencing countless authors and creators in the genre.

Are there any notable film adaptations of 'Riders of the Purple
Sage'?
Yes, there have been several film adaptations, starting from silent films in the early 20th century to
more recent versions, with the story being retold in various formats reflecting its lasting popularity.

What is the significance of the title 'Riders of the Purple
Sage'?
The title references the purple sage plant found in the Western landscape, symbolizing the novel's
setting and the spirit of the Western frontier, as well as the mystique and grandeur of the American
West.

Additional Resources
Riders of the Purple Sage: An In-Depth Exploration of Zane Grey’s Western Classic

Introduction: The Enduring Legacy of Riders of the Purple Sage

Riders of the Purple Sage stands as one of the most iconic novels in American Western literature.
Published in 1912 by Zane Grey, the book not only defined the genre but also cemented Grey’s
reputation as a master storyteller of the American frontier. Its compelling narrative, vivid characters,



and evocative depiction of the rugged West have fascinated readers for over a century. This article
delves into the origins, themes, characters, and cultural impact of Riders of the Purple Sage, offering
a comprehensive understanding of why this novel remains a cornerstone of Western fiction.

---

The Origins and Context of Riders of the Purple Sage

Zane Grey’s Entry into Western Literature

Zane Grey (1872–1939) was a prolific American author whose works largely revolved around the
Western frontier. Prior to Riders of the Purple Sage, Grey had written several stories, but it was this
novel that catapulted him into literary stardom. Grey's background as a dentist and avid fisherman
gave him a unique perspective on adventure and resilience, traits he infused into his Western
narratives.

Inspiration Behind the Novel

Grey drew inspiration from his own experiences and observations of the American West, particularly
Utah and Arizona, regions rich in history and striking landscapes. The novel is set amidst the Mormon
community, a backdrop that was both fascinating and controversial at the time. Grey’s depiction was
influenced by his interest in the frontier’s lawlessness, religious conflicts, and the rugged
individualism of its inhabitants.

Publishing and Reception

When Riders of the Purple Sage was published, it quickly gained popularity among readers craving
tales of adventure and the untamed West. Its success was attributed to Grey's evocative prose,
complex characters, and the novel’s blend of romance, action, and moral dilemmas. Critics of the era
recognized its vivid storytelling, though some also pointed out its romanticized portrayal of frontier
life.

---

Plot Overview: A Tale of Love, Justice, and the Western Frontier

The Main Characters

- Jane Withersteen: A wealthy Mormon woman who values her independence and faith. She is central
to the novel’s moral fabric and symbolizes virtue amidst chaos.
- Rider Stagg: A rugged, morally upright cowboy who becomes Jane’s protector and love interest.
- Garrick Utley: A conflicted, morally ambiguous character torn between societal expectations and
personal morality.
- Riders of the Purple Sage (the eponymous group): A band of outlaws and vigilantes whose actions
significantly influence the story’s trajectory.

The Core Narrative

Set against the breathtaking backdrop of the Utah desert, the story revolves around Jane Withersteen,
who faces threats from both external forces and her own community. She seeks to maintain her land
and independence amid a society rife with religious fanaticism and lawlessness.



Rider Stagg arrives as a symbol of justice and righteousness, fighting against corrupt Mormon elders
and outlaws. His relationship with Jane develops as he protects her from various threats, including the
villainous cattle rustlers and the oppressive societal norms.

The novel explores themes of love and loyalty—Jane’s love for her land and her faith, Rider’s devotion
to justice, and the complex morality of the frontier. As conflicts escalate, characters are forced to
confront their beliefs and choices, culminating in action-packed sequences and moral reckonings.

---

Themes and Symbolism in Riders of the Purple Sage

The Romanticization of the West

Grey’s portrayal of the American West is both romantic and idealized. He emphasizes heroism, moral
clarity, and the nobility of frontier life, often glossing over its harsher realities. This romanticism
helped cement the Western mythos in American culture.

Good vs. Evil

At its core, the novel depicts a struggle between virtue and vice. Jane Withersteen embodies
righteousness, while the antagonists—ranchers, outlaws, and religious fanatics—represent corruption
and oppression. Grey’s moral universe is clear-cut, with heroes triumphing over villains through
courage and steadfastness.

Religious and Cultural Tensions

The novel offers insights into Mormon culture and the conflicts surrounding religious freedom and
societal control. Grey’s depiction, while romanticized, highlights the complexities and tensions
inherent in frontier communities.

Nature as a Character

Grey’s descriptive prowess shines in his portrayal of the Utah landscape. The deserts, mountains, and
skies are more than mere settings; they serve as symbolic backdrops that reflect the characters’
internal struggles and the vastness of the frontier.

---

Literary Significance and Influence

Genre-Building and Popularization

Riders of the Purple Sage is often credited with popularizing the Western novel as a major literary
genre. Grey’s vivid descriptions, action-packed scenes, and moral themes set standards for future
Western writers.

Impact on American Culture

The novel’s influence extends beyond literature into film, television, and popular imagination. Its
archetypal characters—heroic cowboys, virtuous heroines, and villainous outlaws—have become



staples of Western media.

Adaptations and Legacy

Over the decades, Riders of the Purple Sage has been adapted into numerous films, television series,
and stage productions. Notable adaptations include silent films in the early 20th century and more
recent television versions, each interpreting Grey’s story through different lenses.

---

Critical Perspectives and Modern Reassessment

Literary Criticism

While celebrated for its storytelling, some critics have viewed Grey’s work as overly simplistic,
especially in its portrayal of religious communities and frontier life. Modern readers and scholars
analyze the novel's romanticism and its role in shaping American myth.

Cultural Relevance Today

Contemporary discussions consider Riders of the Purple Sage in the context of cultural representation,
gender roles, and historical accuracy. Some scholars examine how Grey’s portrayal of Mormon
characters reflects early 20th-century stereotypes, prompting ongoing dialogue about representation.

---

The Enduring Appeal of Riders of the Purple Sage

Why Read Grey Today?

Despite its age, Riders of the Purple Sage remains compelling for its storytelling, vivid landscapes,
and moral clarity. Its themes of justice, love, and resilience resonate across generations, making it a
timeless piece of American literature.

Influence on Western Identity

The novel helped shape the Western American identity—emphasizing rugged individualism, moral
steadfastness, and a deep connection to the land. It contributed to the mythic image of the cowboy
and frontier life that persists in American culture.

---

Conclusion: A Classic That Defines a Genre

Riders of the Purple Sage is more than just a novel about the American West; it is a cultural artifact
that encapsulates the hopes, fears, and ideals of a burgeoning nation. Zane Grey’s masterful
storytelling, set against the sweeping vistas of Utah, created a template for Western fiction that
continues to influence writers, filmmakers, and audiences today. Its enduring legacy lies in its ability
to evoke a landscape and a spirit that remain central to the American mythos—bold, rugged, and
fiercely independent. As readers continue to explore Grey’s classic, they partake in a timeless journey
through the heart of the American frontier.



Riders Of The Purple Sage

  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage Zane Grey, 2020-09-02 Riders of the
Purple Sage presents the conflict between a Mormon community and non-Mormon people, Gentiles.
Jane Withersteen is a born-and-raised Mormon. She however sympathizes both Mormons and
Gentiles which gets her often into trouble. The gunfighter Jim Lassiter arrives in the town just in
time. There is a lurking danger in Jane’s life. Elder Tull, a local leader of the Mormon community and
a polygamist, wants to have Jane as a third wife. Will Lassiter succeed to save Jane from the
unwanted marriage or the Mormon polygamy will prevail? Riders of the Purple Sage is Zane Grey’s
most popular Western novel which is considered to have played a significant role in the shaping of
the genre Western. The novel was first published in 1912. Pearl Zane Grey was an American author
born in 1872. He is best known with his adventure novels which idealize the American frontier and
which largely created a new genre called western. The novel Riders of the Purple Sage, published in
1912, earned Grey wide popularity. The book turned to the author’s all-time-best seller and also one
of the most successful Western novels. Zane Grey wrote more than 80 books which later inspired
many Western writers who followed in Zane Grey’s footsteps.
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage Annotated Zane Grey, 2021-08-30 Riders
of the Purple Sage is a classic of the Western genre. It is the story of Lassiter, a gunslinging avenger
in black, who shows up in a remote Utah town just in time to save the young and beautiful rancher
Jane Withersteen from having to marry a Mormon elder against her will.
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage Zane Grey, 2018-12-11 Riders of the
Purple Sage is a Western novel by Zane Grey, first published by Harper & Brothers in 1912.
Considered by many critics[who?] to have played a significant role in shaping the formula of the
popular Western genre, the novel has been called the most popular western novel of all time.Riders
of the Purple Sage tells the story of Jane Withersteen and her battle to overcome persecution by
members of her polygamous Mormon fundamentalist church. A leader of the church, Elder Tull,
wants to marry her. Withersteen gets help from a number of friends, including Bern Venters and
Lassiter, a notorious gunman and killer of Mormons. Throughout most of the novel she struggles
with her blindness to the evil nature of her church and its leaders, and tries to keep Venters and
Lassiter from killing the adversaries who are slowly ruining her. When she adopts a child, Fay, she
abandons her beliefs and discovers her true love. A second plot strand tells of Venters and his
escape to the wilderness with a girl named Bess, the rustler's girl, whom he has shot, ignorant of her
gender and believing her to be one of the thieves. Venters falls in love with the girl while caring for
her. Together they escape to the East, while Lassiter, Fay, and Jane, pursued by both Mormons and
rustlers, escape into a paradise-like valley and topple a giant rock to forever close off the only way in
or out...Pearl Zane Grey (January 31, 1872 - October 23, 1939) was an American author and dentist
best known for his popular adventure novels and stories associated with the Western genre in
literature and the arts; he idealized the American frontier. Riders of the Purple Sage (1912) was his
best-selling book.Early lifePearl Zane Grey was born January 31, 1872, in Zanesville, Ohio. His birth
name may have originated from newspaper descriptions of Queen Victoria's mourning clothes as
pearl grey.He was the fourth of five children born to Alice Allie Josephine Zane, whose English
Quaker immigrant ancestor Robert Zane came to the North American colonies in 1673, and her
husband, Lewis M. Gray, a dentist. His family changed the spelling of their last name to Grey after
his birth. Later Grey dropped Pearl and used Zane as his first name. He grew up in Zanesville, a city
founded by his maternal great-grandfather Ebenezer Zane, an American Revolutionary War patriot,
and from an early age, he was intrigued by history. Grey developed interests in fishing, baseball, and
writing, all of which contributed to his writing success. His first three novels recounted the heroism
of ancestors who fought in the American Revolutionary War.As a child, Grey frequently engaged in
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violent brawls, despite (or because of) his father's punishing him with severe beatings. Though
irascible and antisocial like his father, Grey was supported by a loving mother and found a father
substitute. Muddy Miser was an old man who approved of Grey's love of fishing and writing, and
who talked about the advantages of an unconventional life. Despite warnings by Grey's father to
steer clear of Miser, the boy spent much time during five formative years in the company of the old
man.Grey was an avid reader of adventure stories such as Robinson Crusoe and the Leatherstocking
Tales, as well as dime novels featuring Buffalo Bill and Deadwood Dick. He was enthralled by and
crudely copied the great illustrators Howard Pyle and Frederic Remington. He was particularly
impressed with Our Western Border, a history of the Ohio frontier that likely inspired his earliest
novels. Zane wrote his first story, Jim of the Cave, when he was fifteen. His father tore it to shreds
and beat him...
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of The Purple Sage Zane Grey, 2021-01-01 Riders of the
Purple Sage by Zane Grey: This iconic Western novel follows the captivating tale of Jane
Withersteen, a strong-willed and independent rancher, as she confronts a powerful and oppressive
religious sect in the Utah frontier. As Jane's life intertwines with that of the enigmatic gunslinger
Lassiter, the novel explores themes of love, justice, and the struggle against social constraints. Zane
Grey's evocative prose and vivid portrayal of the American West make this a timeless and cherished
work of Western fiction. Key Aspects of the Book Riders of the Purple Sage: American Western: The
novel captures the spirit and essence of the American West, painting a vivid picture of its landscape,
culture, and challenges. Strong Female Protagonist: Jane Withersteen's character challenges
traditional gender roles, and her resilience and determination make her a trailblazing figure in
Western literature. Outlaw Hero: Lassiter, the gunslinger, embodies the archetype of the mysterious
and honorable outlaw, adding depth and intrigue to the narrative. Zane Grey was an American
author and dentist, born in Ohio in 1872. He is considered one of the pioneers of Western fiction,
with a writing career spanning over fifty years. Drawing inspiration from his travels in the West,
Grey's novels became immensely popular and established him as one of the best-selling authors of
his time. His stories not only celebrated the allure of the frontier but also explored themes of justice,
morality, and the clash between civilization and the untamed wilderness.
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage By Zane Grey Zane Grey, 2021-05-03
Riders of the Purple Sage is a Western novel by Zane Grey, first published by Harper & Brothers in
1912. Considered by scholars to have played a significant role in shaping the formula of the popular
Western genre, the novel has been called the most popular western novel of all time
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage Illustrated Annotated Zane Grey,
2020-11-13 Riders of the Purple Sage is a Western novel by Zane Grey, first published by Harper &
Brothers in 1912. Considered by scholars[1] to have played a significant role in shaping the formula
of the popular Western genre, the novel has been called the most popular western novel of all time
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage Illustrated Zane Grey, 2021-05 Riders of
the Purple Sage is a classic of the Western genre. It is the story of Lassiter, a gunslinging avenger in
black, who shows up in a remote Utah town just in time to save the young and beautiful rancher Jane
Withersteen from having to marry a Mormon elder against her will.
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage (Annotated) Raging Bull Publishing,
Zane Grey, 2017-03-19 First published in 1912, this new Raging Bull Edition contains the original
text as well as background articles including:- Zane Grey - A Biography of a Western Literary
Genius- Zane Grey - A List of Books by the Great Western Author - The Wild West - A Brief Overview
RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE Riders of the Purple Sage tells the story of Jane Withersteen and
her battle to overcome her persecution by members of her church. Throughout most of the novel she
struggles with her blindness in seeing the evil nature of her church and its leaders, trying to keep
both Venters and Lassiter from killing her adversaries, who are slowly ruining her. VISIT
WWW.RAGINGBULLPUBLISHING.COM AND DOWNLOAD YOUR FREE WESTERN STARTER
LIBRARY
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage Zane Grey, 2020-05-04 A sharp clip-crop



of iron-shod hoofs deadened and died away, and clouds of yellowdust drifted from under the
cottonwoods out over the sage.Jane Withersteen gazed down the wide purple slope with dreamy and
troubled eyes. Arider had just left her and it was his message that held her thoughtful and almost
sad, awaiting the churchmen who were coming to resent and attack her right to befriend aGentile
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage Zane Grey, 2020-03-16 Riders of the
Purple Sage is a classic of the Western genre. There had long been a feud between the gentiles and
the Mormons in Utah, a feud that Jane Withersteen, daughter of a prominent Mormon leader,
chooses to ignore. When Elder Tull discovers that the woman he meant to make one of his wives has
offered hospitality to an outsider, he vows vengeance. But Tull underestimates Jane's courage and
the determination of the riders of the beautiful-and dangerous-plains of the old west.
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage by Zane Grey, Fiction, Westerns Zane
Grey, 2007-02 First published in 1912. Considered by many critics to have played a significant role
in shaping the formula of the popular Western genre, Riders of the Purple Sage has been called the
most popular western novel of all time.
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage (Illustrated Edition) Zane Grey,
2021-05-24 Riders of the Purple Sage is a Western novel by Zane Grey, first published by Harper &
Brothers in 1912. Considered by scholars[1] to have played a significant role in shaping the formula
of the popular Western genre, the novel has been called the most popular western novel of all time
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage Zane Grey Zane Grey, 2017-03-31
Riders of the Purple Sage is a classic of the Western genre. It is the story of Lassiter, a gunslinging
avenger in black, who shows up in a remote Utah town just in time to save the young and beautiful
rancher Jane Withersteen from having to marry a Mormon elder against her will.
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage : Complete and Uncut Zane Grey,
2009-03-09 Riders of the Purple Sage is Zane Grey's best-known novel. Originally published in 1912,
it was one of the earliest works of Western fiction and played a significant role in popularizing that
genre. Unlike many Western novels which are often straightforward and stylized morality tales,
Riders of the Purple Sage is a long novel with a complex plot that develops in many threads.
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage Zane Grey, 2013-07-24 New 6x9 inch
paperback edition. Riders of the Purple Sage tells the story of Jane Withersteen and her battle to
overcome her persecution by members of her polygamous Mormon Church. A second plot follows
Venters and his escape to the wilderness with a girl named Bess, whom he has accidentally shot.
Venters falls in love with the girl, and together they escape to the East, while Lassiter, Fay, and
Jane, pursued by both Mormons and rustlers, escape into a paradise-like valley by toppling a giant
balancing rock, forever closing off the only way in or out. Zane Grey was an American author best
known for his popular adventure novels and stories that presented an idealized image of the
American frontier. Grey wrote over 100 books, mostly westerns, but also a few history books and
many sporting stories about baseball and his favorite pastime, fishing. Grey's books became very
popular during his lifetime with countless movies being adapted from them.
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage Illustrated Zane Grey, 2021-04-20
Riders of the Purple Sage is a Western novel by Zane Grey, first published by Harper & Brothers in
1912. Considered by scholars to have played a significant role in shaping the formula of the popular
Western genre, the novel has been called the most popular western novel of all time.
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage Zane Grey, 2013-10-31 A combination of
adventure, action, violence, crisis, conflict, sentimentalism, and sex. No has done the Western genre
better than Zane Grey.This large print edition of Zane Grey's classic Riders of the Purple Sage is
printed on high quality paper in an easy-to-read format. The beautiful cover will look great in any
collection.
  riders of the purple sage: The Riders of the Purple Sage Collection Zane Grey, 2015-11-04
Includes the following:Riders of the Purple SageThe Rainbow TrailThe Lone Star RangerThe Border
LegionZane Grey was an American author best known for writing Western novels. Many of Grey's
novels have been made into movies and TV shows. Grey's most famous novel is Riders of the Purple



Sage, published in 1912. Riders of the Purple Sage is considered by many to be the most popular
Western novel ever written.
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage Zane Grey, 2016-12-09 Why buy our
paperbacks? Standard Font size of 10 for all books High Quality Paper Fulfilled by Amazon
Expedited shipping 30 Days Money Back Guarantee BEWARE of Low-quality sellers Don't buy cheap
paperbacks just to save a few dollars. Most of them use low-quality papers & binding. Their pages
fall off easily. Some of them even use very small font size of 6 or less to increase their profit margin.
It makes their books completely unreadable. How is this book unique? Unabridged (100% Original
content) Font adjustments & biography included Illustrated About Riders of the Purple Sage by Zane
Grey Riders of the Purple Sage is a Western novel by Zane Grey, first published by Harper &
Brothers in 1912. Considered by many critics[who?] to have played a significant role in shaping the
formula of the popular Western genre, the novel has been called the most popular western novel of
all time. Riders of the Purple Sage tells the story of Jane Withersteen and her battle to overcome
persecution by members of her polygamous Mormon fundamentalist church. A leader of the church,
Elder Tull, wants to marry her. Withersteen gets help from a number of friends, including Bern
Venters and Lassiter, a famous gunman and killer of Mormons. Throughout most of the novel she
struggles with her blindness to the evil nature of her church and its leaders, and tries to keep
Venters and Lassiter from killing the adversaries who are slowly ruining her. When she adopts a
child, Fay, she abandons her beliefs and discovers her true love. A second plot strand tells of Venters
and his escape to the wilderness with a girl named Bess, the rustler's girl, whom he has accidentally
shot. Venters falls in love with the girl while caring for her. Together they escape to the East, while
Lassiter, Fay, and Jane, pursued by both Mormons and rustlers, escape into a paradise-like valley
and topple a giant rock to forever close off the only way in or out.
  riders of the purple sage: Riders of the Purple Sage Zane Grey, 2015-04-29 Support
Struggle for Public Domain: like and share http://facebook.com/BookLiberationFront Initially
published in 1912 and the first of Zane Grey's many bestsellers, this stirring tale of adventure in the
high country established the prototype for western novels of the twentieth century. The plot's focus
is a proud young heroine who's determined to defend her Utah ranch. She stands alone against the
villains who rustle and stampede her cattle - until a stranger rides into the territory. Notorious as
the scourge of Mormon transgressors, the stranger stays on to assist in the inevitable showdown,
and romance blooms amid the canyons and cottonwoods. A classic of American frontier fiction,
Riders of the Purple Sage teems with color, authenticity, and thrills.
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