
richard holmes war walks

richard holmes war walks have become a significant and inspiring way to explore the history of warfare,
offering a unique blend of walking tours, historical insights, and personal stories from one of the most
renowned military historians of our time. These walks not only serve as educational tools but also as
powerful memorials that bring the realities of war to life for modern audiences. Whether you are a history
enthusiast, a student, or a curious traveler, Richard Holmes’s war walks provide an immersive experience that
deepens understanding of the conflicts that have shaped our world.

---

Introduction to Richard Holmes War Walks

Richard Holmes, often dubbed the "father of battlefield tourism," was a distinguished British military historian
with an extraordinary talent for storytelling and historical analysis. His war walks are meticulously
planned journeys through historic battlegrounds and significant military sites, offering participants a chance
to walk in the footsteps of soldiers and commanders alike. These walks are characterized by Holmes’s engaging
narration, expert knowledge, and a profound respect for the history and sacrifice embodied in each location.

The Legacy of Richard Holmes in Battlefield Tourism

Who Was Richard Holmes?
Richard Holmes (1941–2011) was a renowned military historian, author, and broadcaster whose work
focused on the history of warfare and soldiers’ experiences. His publications, such as "Fighting for Peace" and
"Tommy," have been critically acclaimed and widely read. Holmes’s passion for battlefield history extended
beyond books, culminating in his popular war walks that attracted enthusiasts from around the world.

The Significance of War Walks
War walks serve multiple purposes:
- Educational: They bring history to life outside textbooks.
- Commemorative: They honor the memory of those who fought and died.
- Touristic: They attract visitors seeking meaningful travel experiences.
- Personal: They offer reflection on the nature of war and its impact.

Holmes’s approach to these walks was unique because he combined scholarly expertise with storytelling
prowess, making history accessible and engaging.

---

Popular Richard Holmes War Walks and Tours

Holmes led numerous tours across Europe and beyond, covering key battle sites from various conflicts. Some
of his most renowned walks include:



1. The Battlefields of the Western Front (World War I)
- Ypres Salient in Belgium
- The Somme Battlefields
- Arras and Cambrai

2. The Battle of Britain and WWII Sites
- Dover and the White Cliffs
- Battle of Normandy beaches
- Arnhem and Operation Market Garden sites

3. The Napoleonic Wars and Other Historical Campaigns
- Waterloo battlefield
- Peninsular War sites in Spain and Portugal

What Makes Richard Holmes War Walks Unique?

Holmes’s walks are distinguished by several key features:

Expert Historical Narration
His deep knowledge of military history allows him to provide detailed context, tactical analysis, and personal
stories of soldiers and commanders.

Immersive Experience
Participants are encouraged to walk through the actual terrains where historic battles unfolded, fostering a
visceral connection to history.

Focus on Personal Stories and Human Experience
Holmes often highlighted individual stories, bringing a human dimension to the often-abstract accounts of
warfare.

Inclusion of Modern Perspectives
He integrated discussions about the aftermath of battles, remembrance, and lessons learned.

Benefits of Participating in a Richard Holmes War Walk

Engaging in his war walks offers numerous benefits:

Enhanced understanding of military strategies and tactics

Deeper appreciation for the sacrifices made by soldiers



Insight into the social and political contexts of wars

Opportunity to reflect on the costs and lessons of conflict

Memorable travel experience combining education and exploration

---

Planning a Richard Holmes War Walk Tour

While Holmes himself is no longer alive, many organizations and tour companies continue to offer guided war
walks inspired by his methods and philosophies. Here are some tips for planning your own impactful war walk
experience:

Research the Site
- Understand the historical significance
- Read relevant books and articles
- Watch documentaries or survivor accounts

Choose a Guided Tour or Self-Guided Walk
- Guided tours often feature expert commentary
- Self-guided walks allow flexibility and personal reflection

Prepare Physically and Mentally
- Wear suitable walking shoes
- Be ready to engage with sensitive and profound history

Respect the Memorials and the Sites
- Follow local guidelines
- Be respectful during visits to cemeteries and memorials

Where to Experience War Walks Inspired by Richard Holmes

Many organizations and museums offer war walk programs inspired by Holmes’s approach. Notable options
include:

1. The Imperial War Museum’s Battlefield Tours
- Focus on WWI and WWII sites
- Guided by historians with similar storytelling techniques



2. Battlefield Tours UK
- Customizable tours across European battlefields
- Emphasis on immersive experiences

3. Local Historical Societies and Heritage Groups
- Often organize specialized walks
- Incorporate local history and personal stories

Impact and Legacy of Richard Holmes’s War Walks

Holmes’s dedication to making military history accessible has left a lasting legacy. His war walks have:
- Inspired a new generation of battlefield tourism
- Promoted remembrance and understanding of war’s human toll
- Elevated the importance of historical literacy in public consciousness

His work has also influenced how military history is communicated, emphasizing narrative storytelling and
personal connection over mere dates and facts.

Conclusion

Richard Holmes war walks continue to resonate with history enthusiasts and travelers who seek a meaningful,
immersive way to connect with the past. By walking the same terrains as soldiers and listening to Holmes’s
compelling stories, participants gain a deeper appreciation for the complexities of war, the courage of those
involved, and the importance of remembrance. These walks serve not only as educational journeys but also as
powerful memorials that honor the sacrifices made in conflicts around the world.

Whether you are exploring the battlefields of Europe or engaging with local war memorials, adopting Holmes’s
approach can transform a simple walk into a profound historical experience. As his legacy endures, so too does
the importance of remembering and understanding the profound impacts of war through the immersive lens of his
inspired war walks.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Richard Holmes and what is his 'War Walks' series about?

Richard Holmes is a renowned British military historian who created the documentary series 'War Walks,'
which explores historical battle sites across the UK and Europe, providing insights into significant military
events and their landscapes.

What are some notable locations featured in Richard Holmes' 'War Walks'
series?

Some notable locations include the Battle of Hastings site, the Battle of the Somme trenches, and the Battle
of Agincourt in France, among others, where Holmes walks the grounds and shares historical narratives.



How does Richard Holmes' 'War Walks' enhance understanding of military
history?

By physically walking the battle sites and providing detailed commentary, Holmes offers viewers a visceral
connection to historical events, making military history more tangible and engaging.

Has Richard Holmes contributed to any other military history projects
besides 'War Walks'?

Yes, Richard Holmes has authored several books on military history, contributed to documentaries, and served
as a military historian for various television programs beyond the 'War Walks' series.

Where can I watch Richard Holmes' 'War Walks' series today?

The series is often available on platforms like YouTube, BBC iPlayer, or DVD collections, and may also be
featured on educational streaming services or military history channels.

What impact has Richard Holmes' 'War Walks' had on popular
understanding of historical battle sites?

Holmes' series has popularized the exploration of battlefields, inspiring many to visit historical sites and
deepening public appreciation for military history through immersive storytelling and site visits.

Additional Resources
Richard Holmes War Walks: An In-Depth Exploration of History, Heritage, and Personal Narratives

The name Richard Holmes War Walks resonates deeply with history enthusiasts, military aficionados, and
those seeking a profound understanding of the human experiences behind warfare. These guided walks, curated and
led by Richard Holmes—renowned military historian and author—offer a unique blend of historical
storytelling, personal narratives, and immersive exploration of iconic battlefields and war sites. Holmes’s war
walks are more than just tours; they are journeys into the heart of history, designed to foster appreciation
for the sacrifices made and to provide a nuanced perspective on warfare's complex legacy.

---

Origins and Evolution of Richard Holmes War Walks

Background of Richard Holmes
Richard Holmes (1948-2011) was a distinguished British military historian, author, and broadcaster renowned
for his engaging storytelling and deep expertise in 20th-century warfare. His works, including "Fighting for
Time" and "The Western Front," have cemented his reputation as one of the most respected voices in military
history. Holmes’s passion for immersive history and field research led him to develop war walks as a means to
bring history out of the books and into the physical landscape.

Development of War Walks
The concept of Richard Holmes War Walks originated in the early 2000s as a response to the desire to
connect people more intimately with the past. Holmes believed that walking through historic battlefields could



evoke emotions and insights that static museums or books might not fully capture. His walks initially focused
on significant sites from World War I and World War II, with later expansions into other conflicts such as
the Napoleonic Wars and the Boer War.

Holmes’s meticulous research, combined with his charismatic storytelling style, transformed these walks into
compelling educational experiences. The walks are carefully curated to include key locations, memorials,
trenches, and strategic sites, with Holmes offering expert commentary that contextualizes each element within
broader historical narratives.

---

The Structure and Content of Richard Holmes War Walks

Core Components
Richard Holmes War Walks typically follow a structured format designed to maximize educational value and
emotional impact:

- Historical Context: Each walk begins with an overview of the conflict or campaign, setting the scene for
participants.
- Site Visits: Guided visits to specific locations such as trenches, memorials, battle sites, and strategic
landmarks.
- Personal Narratives: Integration of personal stories and letters from soldiers, providing human perspectives.
- Strategic Analysis: Insights into military tactics, battlefield engineering, and logistical challenges faced
during battles.
- Reflection and Discussion: Opportunities for participants to reflect on the significance of the sites and ask
questions.

Key Topics Covered
Holmes’s walks encompass a variety of themes, including:

- The brutality and chaos of trench warfare
- The strategic importance of key battles like the Somme, Passchendaele, and Normandy
- The experiences of soldiers, civilians, and war correspondents
- The evolution of military technology and tactics
- The psychological impact of war on individuals and nations

Types of War Walks Offered
Richard Holmes’s war walks are tailored to different interests and levels of expertise:

- Historical Tours: Focused on specific battles or campaigns, suitable for history buffs.
- Memorial Walks: Emphasizing remembrance, honoring fallen soldiers at cemeteries and memorials.
- Thematic Walks: Exploring themes like trench life, military innovation, or home front stories.
- Educational Programs: Designed for schools and universities, integrating academic curricula.

---



Notable Locations and Campaigns Explored in Holmes’s Walks

World War I Battlefields
Holmes’s walks extensively cover the Western Front, including iconic sites such as:

- Ypres Salient: The site of fierce battles and the infamous Ypres Salient’s extensive network of trenches.
- Somme Battlefield: Where the infamous 1916 offensive resulted in staggering casualties; Holmes offers
insights into the tactical objectives and personal stories from soldiers.
- Passchendaele (Third Battle of Ypres): A muddy, grueling campaign that exemplifies the horrors of trench
warfare.

World War II Landmarks
Holmes’s WWII walks include:

- Normandy Beaches: The landing sites of D-Day, with detailed discussions of amphibious warfare and strategic
planning.
- Bunker Complexes and Airfields: Exploring the Atlantic Wall defenses and the Battle of Normandy.
- Berlin and Eastern Front Sites: For advanced groups interested in the final stages of the war in Europe.

Other Historic Campaigns
While Holmes is best known for WWI and WWII walks, he also led tours
covering:

- The Napoleonic Wars, including Waterloo
- The Boer War, with visits to sites in South Africa
- The Falklands War, through memorial sites and strategic locations

---

The Educational and Emotional Impact of Holmes’s War Walks

Bringing History to Life

One of Holmes’s most celebrated achievements is his ability to animate
history through vivid storytelling and on-site exploration. Walking
through a battlefield where soldiers fought decades ago, guided by Holmes’s
narratives, creates an immersive experience that textbooks alone cannot



provide. Participants often report a heightened emotional connection, gaining
a visceral understanding of the sacrifices involved.

Understanding the Human Cost

Holmes emphasizes personal stories—letters, diaries, and testimonies—to
humanize the often abstract or sanitized view of war. This approach fosters
empathy and a deeper appreciation for the individuals behind the historical
events, making the experience resonate long after the walk concludes.

Educational Benefits

For students and academics, Holmes’s walks serve as an experiential
supplement to classroom learning. They facilitate active engagement with
history, critical thinking about strategic decisions, and reflection on the
moral complexities of warfare.

---

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Holmes’s Legacy in Military History

Although Richard Holmes passed away in 2011, his influence endures
through the ongoing popularity of his war walks and educational
initiatives. His approach set a benchmark for experiential history, inspiring
other historians and tour operators to develop similar immersive experiences.

Impact on Heritage Tourism

Holmes’s war walks have contributed significantly to heritage tourism,
attracting diverse audiences—from veterans and military personnel to



families and history enthusiasts. They have helped preserve battlefield sites
and fostered a culture of remembrance and education.

Modern Adaptations

In recent years, virtual tours and digital reconstructions have sought to
emulate Holmes’s immersive style, extending access to those unable to
attend in person. Nonetheless, the physical experience of walking a
battlefield remains unparalleled in its emotional and educational impact.

---

Criticisms and Challenges

While widely celebrated, Holmes’s war walks are not without critiques:

- Accessibility: The physical demands of walking through uneven terrain can
be challenging for some participants.
- Historical Representation: As with any interpretation, there is a risk of
oversimplification or bias; Holmes’s personal perspective inevitably shapes
the narrative.
- Commercialization: The popularity of war walks can lead to
commercialization, potentially diluting the educational intent.

Despite these challenges, Holmes’s meticulous research and storytelling
prowess generally ensure that his walks remain both respectful and
enlightening.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Richard Holmes War Walks

Richard Holmes War Walks stand out as a pioneering approach to



experiential history. By combining rigorous research, compelling
storytelling, and on-site exploration, Holmes created a powerful method
for engaging with the past. These walks serve as vital tools for
remembrance, education, and cultural preservation, ensuring that the
stories of those who fought and suffered are never forgotten.

In an era where history can sometimes feel distant or abstract, Holmes’s
legacy reminds us that walking through history’s battlegrounds can foster
understanding, empathy, and respect. As more generations seek meaningful
connections to the past, Holmes’s war walks continue to inspire and
educate, offering a profound journey into the human stories behind the guns
and trenches.

Richard Holmes War Walks

��richard holmes war walks: Complete War Walks Richard Holmes, 2003 This one-volume
edition comprises both Richard Holmes' War Walks and War Walks 2. Dates such as 1066 and names
such as Dunkirk often strike a chord of nostalgia, but the details of the historic events associated
with them are forgotten. In The Complete War Walks Richard Holmes takes us on a journey through
time to visit 12 battlefields throughout Britain, Northern France and Belgium that mark crucial
moments in Britain's bloody and turbulent history. From Hastings to Dunkirk, Agincourt to The
Somme, Richard vividly recreates the atmosphere of these key battles in our history. With his expert
knowledge of weapons and warfare and using specially commissioned maps, Richard Holmes
provides a clear picture of the events which led up to each battle, the conflicts themselves, and the
people who fought them. Using practical views of the field, he travels the battlefields as they exist
today, pointing out their places of interest, paying tribute to the men who fought there, and bringing
history to life.
  richard holmes war walks: In The Footsteps of Churchill Richard Holmes, 2009-02-23 As one
of the most admired political leaders of the twentieth century, Winston Churchill holds iconic status
in popular memory. But in this incisive new biography, acclaimed military historian Richard Holmes
offers a remarkable reappraisal of Churchill by examining the influences that shaped his character.
Drawing upon never-before-seen materials such as letters between the young Churchill and his
parents, Holmes paints the most complete portrait to date of the man who stood up to Hitler and led
his people to victory against all odds. Detailing the decisive events of Churchill's life -- from his
childhood to his experiences in the Boer War through his rapid rise in politics -- Holmes
demonstrates the central role Churchill's character played in the key decisions of his public life.
With an already inflated sense of self, Churchill had several lucky escapes in combat -- in the Boer
War and in the trenches of WWI -- convincing him that he was saved for a reason and was destined
for greatness. In the Footsteps of Churchill uncovers a surprisingly different Churchill -- both
admirable and difficult -- through the lens of his character.
  richard holmes war walks: A New History of British Documentary J. Chapman, 2015-03-11
A New History of British Documentary is the first comprehensive overview of documentary
production in Britain from early film to the present day. It covers both the film and television
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industries and demonstrates how documentary practice has adapted to changing institutional and
ideological contexts.
  richard holmes war walks: The Unquiet Western Front Brian Bond, 2002-07-11 Britain's
outstanding military achievement in the First World War has been eclipsed by literary myths. Why
has the Army's role on the Western Front been so seriously misrepresented? This 2002 book shows
how myths have become deeply rooted, particularly in the inter-war period, in the 1960s, and in the
1990s. The outstanding 'anti-war' influences have been 'war poets', subalterns' trench memoirs, the
book and film of All Quiet on the Western Front, and the play Journey's End. For a new generation in
the 1960s the play and film of Oh What a Lovely War had a dramatic effect, while more recently
Blackadder has been dominant. Until more recently, historians had either reinforced the myths, or
had failed to counter them. This book follows the intense controversy from 1918 to the present, and
concludes that historians are at last permitting the First World War to be placed in proper
perspective.
  richard holmes war walks: The Tudors on Film and Television Sue Parrill, William B. Robison,
2013-02-06 With its mix of family drama, sex and violence, Britain's Tudor dynasty (1485-1603) has
long excited the interest of filmmakers and moviegoers. Since the birth of movie-making technology,
the lives and times of kings Henry VII, Henry VIII, and Edward VI and queens Mary I, Jane Grey and
Elizabeth I have remained popular cinematic themes. From 1895's The Execution of Mary Stuart to
2011's Anonymous, this comprehensive filmography chronicles every known movie about the Tudor
era, including feature films; made-for-television films, mini-series, and series; documentaries;
animated films; and shorts. From royal biographies to period pieces to modern movies with
flashbacks or time travel, this work reveals how these films both convey the attitudes of Tudor times
and reflect the era in which they were made.
  richard holmes war walks: War Walks 2 Richard Holmes, 1997
  richard holmes war walks: Wherever the Firing Line Extends Ronan McGreevy, 2016-06-02
The First World War was the biggest conflict in Irish history. More men served and more men died
than in all the wars before or since that the Irish fought in. Often forgotten at home and written out
of Irish history, the Irish soldiers and their regiments found themselves more honoured in foreign
fields. From the first shot monument in Mons to the plaque to the Royal Irish Lancers who liberated
the town on Armistice Day 1918, Ronan McGreevy takes a tour of the Western Front. At a time when
Ireland is revisiting its history and its place in the world, McGreevy looks at those places where the
Irish made their mark and are remembered in the monuments, cemeteries and landscapes of France
and Flanders.
  richard holmes war walks: Rethinking Military History Jeremy Black, 2004 This volume
re-positions military history at the beginning of the 21st century. Jeremy Black reveals the main
trends in the practice and approach to military history and proposes a new manifesto for the subject
to move forward.
  richard holmes war walks: The Scum of the Earth Colin Brown, 2015-05-04 The Scum of the
Earth explores the common soldiers the Duke of Wellington angrily condemned as 'scum' for their
looting at Vitoria, from their great victory over Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815 to their
return home to a Regency Britain at war with itself. It follows men like James Graham, the Irishman
hailed as the bravest man in the British Army for his heroic action in closing the north gate at
Hougoumont, and fresh documentary evidence that he was forced to plead for charity because he
was so poor; Francis Styles, who went to his grave claiming that he had captured the eagle that was
credited to his superior officer; and John Lees, a spinner from Oldham who joined up at 15, braved
shell and shot to deliver ammunition to the guns at Waterloo and was cut down four years later at
the Peterloo Massacre by some of the cavalry with whom he served. All this is set against a backdrop
of civil unrest on a scale unprecedented in British history. The Regency age is famous for its
elegance, its exuberance, the industrial revolution that made Britain the powerhouse of Europe and
the naval might that made it a global superpower. But it was also an age of riots and the fear that



the mob would win control just as it had done in Paris. Britain came closer to bloody revolution than
ever before or since, as ordinary men – including some of the men whom Wellington called the scum
of the earth – took to the streets to fight for their voices to be heard in Parliament. The riots were
put down by a series of repressive measures while Wellington stood like a bastion against the tide of
history. He was defeated with the passage of the Great Reform Act in 1832. There is no one better
placed to take a cold, hard look at the battle and its aftermath in order to save us from a bicentenary
of misty-eyed backslapping than a former political editor with a reputation for myth busting. Colin
Brown provides original research into the heroes of Waterloo and the myths that have clouded the
real story.
  richard holmes war walks: The Art of War Tzu Sun, Anthony Tucker-Jones, 2019-04-04 A new
illustrated edition of Sun Tzu's classic ancient Chinese meditation on military strategy and human
psychology, with a new commentary that highlight its continued relevance for modern readers.
Poetic and immensely readable, The Art of War was written 2,500 years ago and the military manual
is still relevant today. A fascinating historical document that sheds light on ancient warfare, it is also
a profound meditation on human psychology, interrogating the subjects of leadership, self-discipline
and self-awareness. This new edition of the classic work is specially designed for modern readers. It
includes an insightful introduction to the historical and philosophical context, and is accompanied by
explanation and analysis of how Sun Tzu's lessons have been applied in some of the world's most
famous battles. Renowned strategists from Field Marshal Montgomery to General Schwarzkopf have
cited the book as an inspiration. The ancient text, attributed to Sun Tzu, is divided into 13 chapters
that provide a logical and strategic approach to conflict and competition. Each focuses on a different
aspect of warfare, including the importance of planning, managing your forces, decision-making,
knowing your strengths and weaknesses, the art of deception and understanding the power of
information. This edition, featuring more than 28 evocative photographs, offers a new perspective on
a classic work and enables new generations to discover The Art of War and find new applications for
the wisdom of Sun Tzu.
  richard holmes war walks: Acts of War Richard Holmes, 2004 The reality of what it is to be a
soldier, by Britain's foremost military historian. This ambitious, wide-ranging, exhaustively
researched book is a compelling attempt to grasp the very nature of war. It takes us through the
soldier's experience in its entirety - from the humiliation of basic training and the intense
comradeship of army life, to the terror, isolation and exhaustion of battle. What does it feel like to be
in the firing line? How does killing change a man? And what do the extreme conditions of war reveal
about a man's basic instincts, his courage or his fear, his urge for self-preservation or self-sacrifice?
Covering several centuries of warfare, and including the personal recollections of veterans from two
World Wars, from Korea, Vietnam, the Falklands and the Arab-Israeli conflicts, Richard Holmes gives
us a powerful picture of what motivates the soldier and enables him to maintain the struggle in
conditions of extreme degradation and danger.
  richard holmes war walks: Tracing Your First World War Ancestors Simon Fowler, 2021-06-09
The First World War was perhaps the most traumatic event of the Twentieth Century. Millions of
men, women and children were affected by it. And it still has a resonance today more than a
hundred years after the Armistice. This guide offers a simple, yet comprehensive, guide to
researching the men and women from Britain - and its dominions and colonies - who took part in the
First World War either at the front or at home It is an accessible, up-to-date and expert introduction
to get you on your way and to answer those questions you might come across during your
researches. In a straightforward, easy-to-follow style the book introduces readers to the multitude of
sources they can use to explore the history of the First World War for themselves. In a series of
short, instructive chapters the book takes the reader through the process of researching ancestors
who served during the First World War providing short cuts and background information as
required. The book covers the key sources, including the National Archives and the many online
sites that researchers can turn to. It also covers records of casualties, munitions workers,



conscientious objectors and service personnel from the British Dominions.
  richard holmes war walks: The Bloody Crown Jim Keys, 2007-03-09 The story of the lives and
deaths of Kings of England from 1066 to 1485 in a warts and all manner. Nothing dry but all fast
moving, quirky and with many anecdotes and personal details that bring them all to life.
  richard holmes war walks: Battle of Aughrim 1691 Michael McNally, 2008-11-17 With over
60,000 combatants, the Battle of the Boyne, which took place on 1 July 1690 was the largest battle
ever fought on Irish soil, and has long been regarded as the pivotal event of the Williamite War. But
despite the Boyne's celebrated place in Irish protestant folklore, the critical engagement of the
campaign was to take place the following year outside the village of Aughrim, in County Galway.
Here the outnumbered and outgunned Jacobites, their backs to the wall, faced the Williamite army in
a battle that was to decide the course of Irish, and indeed European history. In the first major
history of the battle in forty years, Michael McNally brings vividly to life the personalities and events
of the bloodiest day in Irish history. Placing the battle firmly in the context of the wider campaign,
and of early modern European power politics, he uses evocative eyewitness testimony to reconstruct
the events of that fateful encounter, and reveal just how close to defeat the Williamites came.
  richard holmes war walks: Televising History E. Bell, A. Gray, 2010-05-19 This volume brings
together scholars from across Europe to critically examine TV history programming in a period of
political, economic and cultural change. They look at links between programming and national
identity, consider the representation of minorities, and explore a range of televisual genres and
techniques.
  richard holmes war walks: Consuming History Jerome de Groot, 2016-02-08 Consuming
History examines how history works in contemporary popular culture. Analysing a wide range of
cultural entities from computer games to daytime television, it investigates the ways in which society
consumes history and how a reading of this consumption can help us understand popular culture
and issues of representation. In this second edition, Jerome de Groot probes how museums have
responded to the heritage debate and how new technologies from online game-playing to internet
genealogy have brought about a shift in access to history, discussing the often conflicted
relationship between ‘public’ and academic history and raising important questions about the theory
and practice of history as a discipline. Fully revised throughout with up-to-date examples from
sources such as Wolf Hall, Game of Thrones and 12 Years a Slave, this edition also includes new
sections on the historical novel, gaming, social media and genealogy. It considers new,
ground-breaking texts and media such as YouTube in addition to entities and practices, such as
re-enactment, that have been underrepresented in historical discussion thus far. Engaging with a
broad spectrum of source material and comparing the experiences of the UK, the USA, France and
Germany as well as exploring more global trends, Consuming History offers an essential path
through the debates for readers interested in history, cultural studies and the media.
  richard holmes war walks: Gallipoli Jenny Macleod, 2004-07-01 This new book traces the
disparities in the memory of Gallipoli that are evident in the countries that participated in the
campaign. It explores the way in which history is written at the personal, local, professional, and
national levels.
  richard holmes war walks: Great War on the Small Screen Emma Hanna, 2009-10-20 In
Britain since the 1960s television has been the most influential medium of popular culture.
Television is also the site where the Western Front of popular culture clashes with the Western
Front of history.This book examines the ways in which those involved in the production of historical
documentaries for this most influential media have struggled to communicate the stories of the First
World War to British audiences. Documents in the BBC Written Archives Centre at Caversham,
Berkshire, the Imperial War Museum, and the Liddell Hart Centre for Military Archives all inform
the analysis. Interviews and correspondence with television producers, scriptwriters and production
crew, as well as two First World War veterans who appeared in several recent documentaries
provide new insights for the reader.Emma Hanna takes the reader behind the scenes of the making



of the most influential documentaries from the landmark epic series The Great War (BBC, 1964) up
to more recent controversial productions such as The Trench (BBC, 2002) and Not Forgotten: The
Men Who Wouldn't Fight (BBC, 2008). By examining the production, broadcast and reception of a
number of British television documentaries this book examines the difficult relationship between the
war's history and its popular memory.
  richard holmes war walks: Tracing your Great War Ancestors: The Somme Simon Fowler,
2015-11-19 If you want to find out about an ancestor who served on the Somme during the First
World War during the Battle of the Somme in 1916 or at any time during the fighting in this sector
of the Western Front this book is the ideal guide. It provides practical information and advice on how
to conduct your research. It will help you to discover when and where your ancestors served and
give you an insight into his experience of the war. It is also a fascinating introduction to researching
the Great War as a whole.Simon Fowler outlines the course of the fighting on the Somme,
introducing the many historical resources that you can use to explore the history for yourself. He
identifies the key sources for family historians, including at The National Archives and Imperial War
Museum and the many online sites that researchers can turn to. There is also advice on the
literature, archives, museums and monuments that may help you to gain an insight into your
ancestor's story.
  richard holmes war walks: Unknown Warriors Rufus Archer, 2024-09-28 The year is 1940
and the world is at war… A Royal Air Force aeroplane crash lands on the German occupied Channel
Island of Jersey. The aeroplane holds a cargo of vital importance that cannot fall into enemy hands.
The future of the war depends upon it. Two survivors emerge from the smoking wreckage in
desperate need of help…and help is coming. A twelve-year-old boy has seen the crash and is running
to their aid. His name is Jos Bailey. Unknown Warriors is a thrilling children’s adventure story filled
with fascinating history and suspense. It is the first book in The Balliwick Chronicles and includes
fantastic illustrations by award winning artist Keith Burns. Unknown Warriors is accessible to all
readers and is formatted in line with the British Dyslexia Association ‘Dyslexia Style guide’.
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