
requiem for a dream book
Requiem for a Dream book is a compelling and gripping novel that delves deep
into the dark and often harrowing realities of addiction, obsession, and the
human condition. Written by Hubert Selby Jr., the book is a profound
exploration of how dreams can morph into nightmares when distorted by
substance abuse and personal despair. As one of the most influential works in
modern literature, Requiem for a Dream offers readers a raw, unflinching look
at the destructive power of addiction, making it a must-read for those
interested in psychological fiction and social commentary.

---

Overview of Requiem for a Dream Book

Plot Summary
Requiem for a Dream follows the intertwined lives of four characters living
in Brooklyn, New York:
- Harry Goldfarb, a young man dreaming of a better life with his girlfriend,
Marion.
- Marion Silver, Harry’s girlfriend, who aspires to become a fashion
designer.
- Sara Goldfarb, Harry’s mother, obsessed with appearing on television and
craving social acceptance.
- Tyrone, Harry’s best friend and partner in crime, who shares similar
aspirations.

The novel begins with these characters harboring hopes and dreams of
happiness and success but gradually reveals their descent into addiction and
despair as their pursuits lead them into destructive behaviors. Each
character’s story is a tragic journey marked by illusions and illusions
shattered, culminating in devastating consequences.

The Themes of the Novel
Requiem for a Dream tackles several powerful themes:
- Addiction and Dependency: The destructive grip of drugs and how they
distort reality.
- Obsession and Dreams: The pursuit of personal dreams and how obsession can
lead to self-destruction.
- Isolation and Alienation: How addiction isolates individuals from their
loved ones and society.
- The Illusion of Happiness: The false hope that often accompanies substance
use and pursuit of fleeting pleasures.
- Desperation and Fall from Grace: The inevitable downfall that accompanies



unfulfilled desires.

---

Historical Context and Literary Significance

Background of the Book
Published in 1978, Requiem for a Dream was originally a screenplay before
Hubert Selby Jr. adapted it into a novel. The book’s raw language, stark
realism, and unflinching portrayal of addiction set it apart from other
literary works of its time. Its candid depiction of drug culture and
psychological trauma challenged societal norms and sparked conversations
about mental health and substance abuse.

Impact on Literature and Culture
The novel is considered a landmark in American literature for its innovative
narrative style and unrelenting honesty. It influenced numerous writers and
filmmakers, notably inspiring the 2000 film adaptation directed by Darren
Aronofsky, which further cemented its cultural relevance.

---

Analysis of Key Characters

Harry Goldfarb
Harry embodies youthful ambition and hope. His desire for a better life with
Marion fuels his actions, but his addiction to heroin ultimately destroys his
dreams. His character illustrates how addiction can trap individuals in a
cycle of despair.

Marion Silver
Marion's aspirations of becoming a fashion designer symbolize her desire for
independence and success. Her obsession with appearance and material wealth
leads her into dangerous situations, highlighting how vanity and ambition can
be exploited by addiction.



Sara Goldfarb
Sara's obsession with appearing on television and gaining social acceptance
reflects her longing for love and validation. Her descent into drug
dependency to lose weight and fit societal standards demonstrates the
destructive power of superficial aspirations.

Tyrone
Tyrone’s loyalty to Harry and shared dreams of prosperity make him a tragic
figure. His struggles with addiction reveal the influence of peer
relationships and the difficulty of breaking free from destructive habits.

---

The Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Language and Tone
Hubert Selby Jr. employs a raw and visceral writing style, often using
colloquial language and fragmented sentences to evoke the characters’
fractured mental states. This style immerses readers into the characters’
emotional and psychological worlds.

Structure and Perspective
The novel shifts perspectives, alternating between characters' viewpoints,
which enriches the narrative and emphasizes the interconnectedness of their
fates. The use of stream-of-consciousness technique provides insight into
their inner thoughts and struggles.

Symbolism and Motifs
- The TV: Represents societal superficiality and the desire for fame.
- Drugs: Symbolize escape from reality but lead to destruction.
- The Dream: The characters’ aspirations, often illusions, highlight the
fragile nature of hope.

---

Requiem for a Dream Book: Critical Reception



and Legacy

Critical Acclaim
The novel received praise for its unflinching honesty and literary
innovation. Critics appreciated Selby’s ability to depict addiction without
moral judgment, instead portraying it as a complex human affliction.

Controversies and Challenges
The explicit language and graphic scenes initially sparked controversy, but
these elements are integral to the book’s purpose—shining a light on
uncomfortable truths.

Legacy and Influence
Today, Requiem for a Dream remains a significant work in discussions about
addiction and mental health. It continues to inspire writers, filmmakers, and
social activists to address substance abuse with honesty and empathy.

---

Requiem for a Dream Book: Why Read It?

Educational Value
The novel provides insights into the destructive nature of addiction, making
it a valuable resource for students, psychologists, and social workers.

Literary Significance
It exemplifies innovative narrative techniques and a compelling exploration
of human psychology.

Social Awareness
Reading Requiem for a Dream fosters empathy and understanding for individuals
battling addiction and mental health issues.

---



How to Approach Reading Requiem for a Dream
Book

Preparation
Given its intense content, readers should approach the book with an
understanding of its graphic themes and emotional depth.

Discussion and Reflection
Engaging in discussions or reading groups can enhance understanding and
provide support when confronting difficult topics.

Supplementary Resources
Pairing the book with documentaries or articles on addiction can deepen
comprehension and contextualize its themes.

---

Conclusion

The Requiem for a Dream book is a powerful literary work that offers an
unvarnished look at the destructive consequences of obsession, addiction, and
unfulfilled dreams. Its compelling characters, innovative storytelling, and
profound themes make it a timeless piece that resonates with readers seeking
to understand the depths of human despair and resilience. Whether read for
academic purposes, personal insight, or social awareness, Requiem for a Dream
continues to leave a lasting impact, urging society to confront the realities
of addiction with honesty and compassion.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Requiem for a Dream' by
Hubert Selby Jr.?
The main theme revolves around addiction and the destructive pursuit of
dreams, illustrating how obsession can lead to self-destruction.

How does the novel 'Requiem for a Dream' differ from
the film adaptation?
While both explore similar themes, the novel offers a more detailed and
introspective look into the characters' inner thoughts, whereas the film
emphasizes visual storytelling and emotional intensity.

Who are the main characters in 'Requiem for a Dream'
and what are their goals?
The main characters are Harry, Marion, Sara, and Tyrone, each with
aspirations of love, success, or happiness, but their ambitions are
ultimately thwarted by their addictions.

What is the significance of the title 'Requiem for a
Dream'?
The title signifies a mournful tribute to shattered dreams and the
destructive consequences of addiction, serving as a requiem or lament for the
characters' lost hopes.

Has 'Requiem for a Dream' been influential in
contemporary literature or culture?
Yes, the novel and its film adaptation have become culturally significant,
highlighting issues of addiction and mental health, and inspiring discussions
and works related to these themes.

Where can I find a copy of 'Requiem for a Dream' and
is it suitable for all readers?
The novel is widely available in bookstores and online platforms. Due to its
intense themes and graphic content, it may not be suitable for younger
readers or those sensitive to depictions of addiction and despair.



Additional Resources
Requiem for a Dream Book: A Deep Dive into Darren Aronofsky’s Literary
Origins and Themes

The phrase Requiem for a Dream Book often evokes images of intense
psychological turmoil, raw emotional landscapes, and a haunting exploration
of addiction and despair. While many are familiar with Darren Aronofsky’s
acclaimed 2000 film adaptation, the novel that inspired it—Requiem for a
Dream by Hubert Selby Jr.—stands as a profound literary work in its own
right. This article offers a comprehensive analysis of the book, exploring
its themes, narrative structure, characters, and its enduring cultural
significance.

---

Introduction to Requiem for a Dream: Origins
and Context

Requiem for a Dream was originally published in 1978 by Hubert Selby Jr., an
American novelist known for his gritty, unflinching portrayals of
marginalized individuals and the darker facets of human existence. The novel
emerged amidst a cultural landscape grappling with widespread drug abuse,
societal alienation, and the search for meaning in a fragmented world.

Selby’s work is characterized by a visceral prose style—short, punchy
sentences, repetitive structures, and a tone that oscillates between poetic
lyricism and brutal realism. This stylistic approach mirrors the tumultuous
mental states of the characters, immersing readers directly into their
psychological worlds.

The novel’s significance extends beyond its narrative; it is considered a
landmark of American literary modernism, challenging conventional
storytelling and moral perspectives. Its influence is evident in its
adaptation into a critically acclaimed film, which further cemented its
cultural impact.

---

Synopsis and Narrative Structure

Requiem for a Dream weaves the stories of four interconnected characters
whose lives spiral into despair due to their struggles with addiction and
unmet desires.

Main Characters Overview:



1. Sara Goldfarb - An aging widow obsessed with appearing youthful and
gaining social acceptance; her addiction to amphetamines and her obsession
with television threaten her mental health.
2. Harry Goldfarb - Sara’s son, a young man aspiring to escape his
impoverished life through drug dealing and dreams of a better future.
3. Marion Silver - Harry’s girlfriend, a aspiring fashion designer, whose
ambitions are thwarted by her addiction and dependence on Harry.
4. Tyrone C. Love - Harry’s best friend and partner in crime, also battling
addiction while dreaming of a brighter future.

Narrative Style and Progression:

The novel is structured into three sections: The First Part, The Second Part,
and The Requiem. Each part depicts a downward spiral, emphasizing the
destructive nature of addiction and obsession.

- The First Part: Characters’ hopes and dreams are portrayed vividly; Sara’s
anticipation of appearing on television, Harry and Marion’s plans for a new
life.
- The Second Part: The characters’ lives begin to deteriorate as their
addictions deepen, leading to betrayals, financial ruin, and emotional
breakdowns.
- The Requiem: A bleak, harrowing culmination where characters face the
consequences of their choices—physical and psychological deterioration,
institutionalization, and tragic loss.

Selby employs a stylistic technique called “repetition,” emphasizing the
characters’ obsessive thoughts and the cyclical nature of their addictions.
This narrative method enhances the sense of entrapment and inevitability.

---

Thematic Analysis

Requiem for a Dream explores multiple profound themes, each contributing to
its reputation as a harrowing psychological portrait.

1. Addiction and Dependency

At its core, the novel is a meditation on addiction—not only to drugs but
also to dreams, hope, and societal validation. Selby depicts addiction as a
destructive force that distorts reality, erodes identity, and ultimately
leads to self-destruction.

Key aspects:
- The characters’ increasing reliance on substances to escape their
realities.
- The illusion of control versus the loss of agency.
- The cyclical nature of addiction, depicted through repetitive prose and



scenes.

2. Desperation and Obsession

Each character’s obsession—Sara’s desire to appear on television, Harry’s
hope for a better life, Marion’s pursuit of fame—becomes a trap. The novel
explores how obsession blinds individuals to their circumstances, fueling
their downward spiral.

3. The Illusion of Happiness

Selby portrays happiness as an elusive, often fleeting illusion. Characters
chase after idealized futures—fame, beauty, acceptance—but find only despair
and disillusionment. The narrative warns of the danger of placing all hope in
external validation.

4. Societal Alienation and Marginalization

The novel contextualizes personal despair within a broader societal
framework—poverty, aging, mental health neglect—highlighting how systemic
issues exacerbate individual suffering.

5. Loss of Humanity

As characters’ addictions intensify, their human qualities—empathy,
rationality, love—deteriorate, replaced by obsession, paranoia, and violence.
Selby vividly depicts this dehumanization process.

---

Stylistic Features and Literary Techniques

Hubert Selby Jr.’s distinctive writing style in Requiem for a Dream is
integral to its emotional impact.

Stylistic Elements:

- Repetition: Emphasizes obsession and cyclical despair, e.g., “It’s not
real” repeated to mirror denial.
- Fragmented Sentences: Short, punchy sentences create a staccato rhythm
mimicking mental fragmentation.
- Stream of Consciousness: Immerses readers into characters’ internal worlds,
blurring the lines between reality and perception.
- Raw, Unvarnished Language: No euphemisms—depictions of drug use, mental
breakdowns, and violence are unflinching.
- Symbolism: The recurring motif of the television as a symbol of
superficiality and escapism.

Literary Techniques:



- Parallel Narratives: Interwoven stories highlight the interconnectedness of
their fates.
- Foreshadowing: Early hopes are contrasted with tragic outcomes, emphasizing
inevitability.
- Imagery: Vivid descriptions evoke visceral reactions, especially in scenes
of addiction and breakdown.

---

Comparison with Darren Aronofsky’s Film
Adaptation

While the novel provides a raw literary exploration, Darren Aronofsky’s 2000
film adaptation brought visual intensity to the story. The film is notable
for its innovative cinematography, rapid editing, and soundtrack, which
amplify the novel’s themes.

Key differences:
- The novel relies heavily on internal monologue and stylistic prose, while
the film uses visual and auditory cues to evoke emotion.
- The film condenses some storylines, focusing more narrowly on the
characters’ descent.
- Both works share a bleak outlook, but the film’s visceral imagery makes the
suffering more immediate and visceral.

Critics praise for its faithfulness in capturing the novel’s despair, though
some argue that the film’s heightened visuals can sometimes overshadow the
novel’s introspective depth.

---

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

Requiem for a Dream has garnered critical acclaim for its unflinching
portrayal of addiction and mental health. Its literary significance lies in
its stylistic innovation and thematic depth, inspiring both literary scholars
and filmmakers.

Impact Highlights:
- Considered a modern classic of American literature.
- Influenced subsequent works exploring addiction and mental health.
- Its adaptation spurred discussions about the portrayal of drug abuse in
media.

Controversies and Criticisms:
- The graphic nature of the novel and film has been criticized for



potentially glamorizing addiction.
- Some readers find its style challenging, as the repetitive structure can be
disorienting.

Despite this, Requiem for a Dream remains a powerful cautionary tale and a
testament to the destructive potential of obsession and despair.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of
Requiem for a Dream

Requiem for a Dream by Hubert Selby Jr. stands as a stark, uncompromising
exploration of human vulnerability. Its narrative, stylistic innovation, and
thematic complexity elevate it from mere storytelling to a profound
meditation on the human condition.

The novel’s enduring relevance lies in its unflinching depiction of
addiction’s corrosive effects and its reflection on societal neglect. It
challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about desire, dependency,
and the elusive pursuit of happiness.

For those willing to immerse themselves in its visceral prose, Requiem for a
Dream offers a haunting, unforgettable journey into the depths of despair—and
perhaps, a cautionary reflection on the importance of hope, connection, and
resilience in the face of adversity.

Requiem For A Dream Book

  requiem for a dream book: Requiem for a Dream Hubert Selby, 2011-12-13 A tale of four
people trapped by their addictions, the basis for the acclaimed Darren Aronofsky film, by the author
of Last Exit to Brooklyn. Sara Goldfarb is devastated by the death of her husband. She spends her
days watching game shows and obsessing over appearing on television as a contestant—and her
prescription diet pills only accelerate her mania. Her son, Harry, is living in the streets with his
friend Tyrone and girlfriend Marion, where they spend their days selling drugs and dreaming of
escape. When their heroin supply dries up, all three descend into an abyss of dependence and
despair, their lives, like Sara’s, doomed by the destructive power of drugs. Tragic and captivating,
Requiem for a Dream is one of Selby’s most powerful works, and an indelible portrait of the ravages
of addiction. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Hubert Selby Jr. including rare photos
from the author’s estate.
  requiem for a dream book: Requiem for a dream Hubert Selby, 1976
  requiem for a dream book: Requiem for a Dream , 2000
  requiem for a dream book: Requiem for a Dream Hubert Selby (Jr.), 2003
  requiem for a dream book: REQUIEM for a Dream , 2001
  requiem for a dream book: Requiem for a Dream? , 2014
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  requiem for a dream book: Requiem for a Dream Clint Mansell, Kronos Quartet, 2000
  requiem for a dream book: Requiem for a dream , 2000 Based upon the novel celebrated
author Hubert Selby Jr. the story intricately links the lives of a lonely widowed mother, her son
Harry, his beautiful girlfriend Marion and his best friend Tyrone. A hypnotic tale of four human
beings each pursuing their vision of happiness. Even as everything begins to fall apart, they refuse
to let go, plummeting with their dreams into a nightmarish, gut-wrenching freefall.
  requiem for a dream book: Requiem for a Dream Darren Aronofsky, 1999
  requiem for a dream book: Requiem for a Dream Na Yon Cho, 2014-11-20
  requiem for a dream book: The Solaris Effect Steven Dillon, 2010-01-01 What do
contemporary American movies and directors have to say about the relationship between nature and
art? How do science fiction films like Steven Spielberg's A.I. and Darren Aronofsky's π represent the
apparent oppositions between nature and culture, wild and tame? Steven Dillon's intriguing new
volume surveys American cinema from 1990 to 2002 with substantial descriptions of sixty films,
emphasizing small-budget independent American film. Directors studied include Steven Soderbergh,
Darren Aronofsky, Todd Haynes, Harmony Korine, and Gus Van Sant, as well as more canonical
figures like Martin Scorcese, Robert Altman, David Lynch, and Steven Spielberg. The book takes its
title and inspiration from Andrei Tarkovsky's 1972 film Solaris, a science fiction ghost story that
relentlessly explores the relationship between the powers of nature and art. The author argues that
American film has the best chance of aesthetic success when it acknowledges that a film is actually a
film. The best American movies tell an endless ghost story, as they perform the agonizing nearness
and distance of the cinematic image. This groundbreaking commentary examines the rarely seen
bridge between select American film directors and their typically more adventurous European
counterparts. Filmmakers such as Lynch and Soderbergh are cross-cut together with Tarkovsky and
the great French director, Jean-Luc Godard, in order to test the limits and possibilities of American
film. Both enthusiastically cinephilic and fiercely critical, this book puts a decade of U.S. film in its
global place, as part of an ongoing conversation on nature and art.
  requiem for a dream book: The Book Lover's Quiz Book 2 Gary Wigglesworth, 2023-10-05 Put
your bookworm reputation on the line and prove your literary knowledge with this collection of
quizzes for book whizzes. Book lovers can answer questions by themselves or host a quiz among
friends with twenty-four quizzes to keep you guessing with a variety of question styles including: -
'Blankety Books', where you must fill in the missing word in each title - Anagrams to decipher - 'Two
of a Kind', where you must identify a character and author who share the same initials - Guess the
book with 'Say What You See' pictures and badly drawn covers - 'Book Bingo' The quizzes are
carefully weighted so avid bookworms will get a workout, while more casual readers can still have
lots of fun having a go. All questions are designed to aid guessing, with multiple-choice answers and
hints, and make the reader smile with amusing wrong answers, clever red herrings, little-known
facts and footnotes.
  requiem for a dream book: Publish This Book Stephen Markley, 2010 Basically, it's like this:
fed up with the Byzantine quest of trying to publish a novel, I decide instead to cut to the chase and
write a memoir about trying to publish a book-this book, to be precise.
  requiem for a dream book: Naked Lens Jack Sargeant, 2009-01-01 Celebrating the celluloid
expression of the Beat spirit—arguably the most sustained legacy in U.S. counterculture—Naked
Lens is a comprehensive study of the most significant interfaces between the Beat writers, Beat
culture, and cinema. Naked Lens features key Beat players and their collaborators, including
William Burroughs, Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, Charles Bukowski, Brion Gysin, Antony Balch, Ron
Rice, John Cassavetes, Andy Warhol, Bob Dylan, Klaus Maeck, and Gus van Sant. As well as
examining clearly Beat-inspired films such as Pull My Daisy, Chappaqua, and The Flower Thief, Jack
Sargeant discusses cinéma vérité and performance films (Shadows and Wholly Communion),
B-movies (The Subterraneans and Roger Corman’s Bucket of Blood), and Hollywood adaptations
(Heart Beat and Barfly). The second half of the book is devoted to an extensive analysis of the films
relating to William Burroughs, from Antony Balch’s Towers Open Fire to David Cronenberg’s Naked



Lunch. This book also contains the last ever interview with writer Allen Ginsberg, recorded three
months before his death in April 1997.
  requiem for a dream book: Close Reading New Media Jan van Looy, Jan Baetens, 2003
Close Reading New Media is the first publication to apply the method of close analysis to new
media.Since the early nineteen-nineties, electronic art and literature have continually gained
importance in artistic and academic circles. Significant critical and theoretical attention has been
paid to how new media allow the text to break traditional power relations and boundaries. The
passive reader becomes an active participant choosing his own path and assembling not just his own
interpretation of the text (level of the signified), but also his own text (level of the signifier). Texts no
longer have a beginning or an ending, being a web of interlinked nodes. The decentered nature of
electronic text empowers and invites the reader to take part in the literary process. Poststructuralist
theorists predicted a total liberation of textual restrictions imposed by the medium of print.
However, while these are culturally significant claims, little attention has been paid to their
realization. The goal of this volume is twofold. Our aim is to shed light on how ideas and theories
have been translated into concrete works, and we want to comment on the process of close reading
and how it can be applied to electronic literature. While all contributions deal with particular works,
their aim is always to provide insight into how electronic fiction and new media can be read.This
book proposes close readings of work by Mark Amerika, Darren Aronofsky, M.D. Coverley, Raymond
Federman, Shelley Jackson, Rick Pryll, Geoff Ryman and Stephanie Strickland.
  requiem for a dream book: Darren Aronofsky’s Films and the Fragility of Hope Jadranka
Skorin-Kapov, 2015-11-19 Darren Aronofsky's Films and the Fragility of Hope offers the first
sustained analysis of the current oeuvre of the film director, screenwriter, and producer Darren
Aronofsky. Including Pi (1998), Requiem for a Dream (2000), The Fountain (2006), The Wrestler
(2008), Black Swan (2010), and Noah (2014), Aronofsky's filmography is discussed with respect to
his style and the themes of his films, making astute connections with the work of other directors,
other movies and works of art, and connecting his films with other disciplines such as math,
philosophy, psychology, and art history. Jadranka Skorin-Kapov deploys her background in
philosophy and math to analyze an American filmmaker with an individual voice, working on both
independent productions and big-budget Hollywood films. Aronofsky is revealed to be a
philosopher's director, considering the themes of life and death, addiction and obsession, sacrifice,
and the fragility of hope. Skorin-Kapov discusses his ability to visually present challenging
intersections between art and philosophy. Concluding with a transcript of a conversation between
the author and Aronofsky himself, Darren Aronofsky's Films and the Fragility of Hope is a
much-needed study on this American auteur.
  requiem for a dream book: Understanding Hubert Selby, Jr James Richard Giles, 1998 Since
the publication in 1964 of his novel Last Exit to Brooklyn, which arguably achieved the status of a
cult classic, Hubert Selby, Jr., has held a place as one of the foremost exponents of American
underground literature. His work has yet to receive extensive critical attention, in part because of its
deliberately shocking subject matter and its resistance to precise classification. In Understanding
Hubert Selby, Jr., James R. Giles examines the writer's four novels and one collection of short stories
to make the case that the full complexity of his fiction has not previously been understood. Giles
contends that Selby's writings, which are usually labelled as either naturalistic or surrealistic,
represent an innovative merger of both narrative modes.
  requiem for a dream book: The Penguin Modern Classics Book Henry Eliot, 2021-11-18
The essential guide to twentieth-century literature around the world For six decades the Penguin
Modern Classics series has been an era-defining, ever-evolving series of books, encompassing works
by modernist pioneers, avant-garde iconoclasts, radical visionaries and timeless storytellers. This
reader's companion showcases every title published in the series so far, with more than 1,800 books
and 600 authors, from Achebe and Adonis to Zamyatin and Zweig. It is the essential guide to
twentieth-century literature around the world, and the companion volume to The Penguin Classics
Book. Bursting with lively descriptions, surprising reading lists, key literary movements and over



two thousand cover images, The Penguin Modern Classics Book is an invitation to dive in and
explore the greatest literature of the last hundred years.
  requiem for a dream book: The Table Book, of Daily Recreation and Information William
Hone, 1878
  requiem for a dream book: 100 Must-read Books for Men Stephen E. Andrews, Duncan
Bowis, 2008-09-16 What do men like to read? This latest title in the successful 100 Must-read series
provides a rich crop of selected reads of eternal fascination to men everywhere. With 100 titles fully
featured and over 500 recommended, there is something for everyone, from the macho to the
sentimental, sex, drugs and rock and roll, old age, childhood, power, seduction, courage and
adventure. Written by two experienced male booksellers and writers, the selection draws from a
wide range of genres: crime, thrillers, cult classics, classics, biography and non-fiction. Deftly
researched with the male audience in mind, this book is an enabling tool for extending your range of
reading. A lengthy introduction examines mens attitudes to reading, the differences between male
and female reading tastes, the varying ways in which the sexes use/respond to language and how
this is reflected in their choices of reading matter. Books featured include: Crash by J. G. Ballard,
Junkie by William S. Burroughs, American Psycho by Bret Easton Ellis, Steppenwolf by Herman
Hesse, Master and Commander by Patrick O'Brian, The Book of Dave by Will Self, Touching the Void
by Joe Simpson and Bonfire of the Vanities by Tom Wolfe.
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