
mr tumnus the lion the witch and the
wardrobe

mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe is a beloved character from
C.S. Lewis's classic fantasy novel The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, part
of the Chronicles of Narnia series. This enchanting story has captivated
readers of all ages for decades, and Mr. Tumnus plays a pivotal role in the
narrative's development. His character embodies themes of kindness, courage,
and the transformative power of friendship, making him one of the most
memorable figures in Narnia’s magical world.

---

Introduction to Mr. Tumnus

C.S. Lewis introduces Mr. Tumnus as a faun, a mythical creature that is part
human and part goat, residing in the enchanted land of Narnia. He is depicted
as gentle, kind-hearted, and somewhat shy, especially in the beginning. His
first encounter with Lucy Pevensie marks a significant turning point in the
story, as it sets the stage for the unfolding adventure.

Who is Mr. Tumnus?

- A faun, a creature from Roman and Greek mythology
- Resides in the woods near the Lamp-post, the gateway to Narnia
- Initially appears as cautious and secretive due to the dangerous influence
of the White Witch
- Becomes Lucy Pevensie’s first Narnian friend

Physical Description and Characteristics

Lewis describes Mr. Tumnus as having:

- A human torso and face with a goat’s beard
- Horns curling from his head
- Cloven hooves instead of feet
- A small, furry tail
- A kind and gentle expression, often reflecting his inner warmth

His appearance is both whimsical and endearing, emphasizing his connection to
the natural and magical world of Narnia.

---

Mr. Tumnus’s Role in the Story

The Encounter with Lucy Pevensie

When Lucy first stumbles into Narnia through the wardrobe, she meets Mr.
Tumnus in the woods. He initially appears wary but quickly warms to her
kindness. Recognizing her as a friend, he invites her to his home for tea,
showcasing his friendly nature.



The Dilemma: Loyalty and Fear

Mr. Tumnus faces a moral dilemma when he is ordered by the White Witch to
betray Lucy. The Witch’s spell has cast Narnia into eternal winter, and her
rule is oppressive. Tumnus is torn between:

- Fulfilling his duty to the Witch
- Doing what is morally right by helping Lucy

Ultimately, he chooses kindness over fear, helping Lucy escape and aligning
himself with the Pevensie children and their allies.

His Actions and Their Significance

- Protects Lucy: After learning of her innocence, Tumnus decides to conceal
her whereabouts from the Witch.
- Betrayal and Friendship: Despite the Witch’s influence, he resists her
commands, exemplifying true loyalty.
- Joining the Fight: Later in the story, Tumnus joins the fight against the
White Witch, demonstrating bravery.

---

The Symbolism of Mr. Tumnus

Embodying Goodness and Morality

Mr. Tumnus’s character symbolizes the innate goodness within Narnia and, by
extension, in humans. His internal conflict highlights the importance of
making moral choices, even when they are difficult.

The Power of Friendship and Compassion

His friendship with Lucy underscores the novel’s central theme: kindness can
triumph over evil. Tumnus’s willingness to risk his safety for Lucy
exemplifies the transformative power of compassion.

Representation of Nature and Harmony

As a faun, Mr. Tumnus embodies the harmony between humans and nature. His
gentle demeanor and connection to the woodland environment emphasize themes
of ecological balance and respect for the natural world.

---

Mr. Tumnus in Adaptations and Popular Culture

Film and Television Adaptations

Mr. Tumnus has appeared in multiple adaptations of The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe, including:

- The 1988 BBC television serial
- The 2005 feature film directed by Andrew Adamson



- Stage adaptations and audiobooks

In these versions, actors have brought different interpretations to his
character, but his core kindness and innocence remain central.

Merchandise and Popularity

- Action figures and plush toys depicting Mr. Tumnus
- Figurines and posters inspired by his iconic look
- His character remains a favorite among fans of Narnia

Cultural Impact

Mr. Tumnus has become an enduring symbol of kindness and moral integrity in
children’s literature, inspiring readers to act with compassion and bravery.

---

The Significance of Mr. Tumnus in the Narnia
Series

Catalyst for the Pevensies’ Adventure

Mr. Tumnus’s initial encounter with Lucy acts as the catalyst for the
Pevensies’ journey into Narnia. His decision to help Lucy sparks the larger
resistance against the White Witch’s tyranny.

A Moral Example

Throughout the series, Mr. Tumnus’s actions serve as a moral compass,
showcasing the importance of standing up against evil, even at personal risk.

Thematic Contributions

- Redemption and Change: His character shows that even creatures under evil
influence can choose goodness.
- Hope and Courage: His bravery in defying the Witch provides hope for other
Narnian inhabitants.

---

Conclusion

Mr. Tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe, though a faun rather than a
lion, remains one of the most beloved characters in the Chronicles of Narnia.
His gentle nature, moral courage, and unwavering friendship highlight the
timeless themes of the series: kindness, bravery, and the triumph of good
over evil. Whether in literature or adaptations, Mr. Tumnus continues to
enchant audiences, reminding us all of the importance of standing up for what
is right and cherishing the bonds of friendship.

---



FAQs About Mr. Tumnus

Is Mr. Tumnus a hero?1.
While not a traditional hero, Mr. Tumnus displays heroic qualities such
as bravery, loyalty, and kindness, making him a moral hero within the
story.

What does Mr. Tumnus symbolize?2.
He symbolizes goodness, moral integrity, and the harmonious relationship
between humans and nature.

How has Mr. Tumnus influenced popular culture?3.
His character has become a symbol of kindness and innocence, inspiring
merchandise, adaptations, and fan admiration worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Mr. Tumnus in 'The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe'?

Mr. Tumnus is a faun who befriends Lucy Pevensie and helps her when she first
enters Narnia.

What role does Mr. Tumnus play in the story's plot?

Mr. Tumnus plays a crucial role by introducing Lucy to Narnia, helping her
escape danger, and later assisting the Pevensies in their quest to defeat the
White Witch.

How is Mr. Tumnus characterized in the book?

Mr. Tumnus is depicted as kind, gentle, and initially conflicted about
serving the White Witch, ultimately choosing to do what is right.

What is the significance of Mr. Tumnus's character in
themes of 'The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe'?

Mr. Tumnus represents themes of friendship, redemption, and moral choice,
highlighting the importance of doing what is right despite difficult
circumstances.

How does Mr. Tumnus's fate change throughout the
story?

Initially, he is arrested by the White Witch for aiding Lucy, but later he is
freed and joins the fight against her, symbolizing hope and change.



Is Mr. Tumnus based on a traditional myth or folklore
character?

Yes, Mr. Tumnus is inspired by the mythological faun, a creature from Roman
and Greek mythology known for its woodland nature and connection to nature
spirits.

Additional Resources
Mr. Tumnus the Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe is a fascinating character
that captures the imagination of readers and viewers alike. Though often
overshadowed by the more prominent figures like Aslan or the Pevensie
children, Mr. Tumnus plays a pivotal role in C.S. Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe. His character embodies themes of kindness, moral conflict,
and redemption—making him an essential element in the narrative's rich
tapestry. This guide aims to explore Mr. Tumnus’s character in depth,
analyzing his origins, symbolism, development, and significance within the
story, providing a comprehensive understanding of his role in this timeless
classic.

---

Who Is Mr. Tumnus? An Introduction

A Faun in Narnia

Mr. Tumnus is a faun—a mythical creature with the upper body of a human and
the lower body of a goat—in Narnia, a magical land filled with talking
animals, mythical beings, and enchanted landscapes. He is introduced as the
first Narnian the Pevensie children meet upon their arrival in Narnia,
serving as a guide and initial confidant.

The Significance of His Name and Species

The name “Tumnus” evokes a sense of whimsy and tradition, aligning with
Lewis’s inspiration from classical mythology and English folklore. Fauns are
often depicted as gentle, musical, and woodland creatures, and Mr. Tumnus’s
character adheres to these traits, embodying a connection to nature and the
mystical world of Narnia.

---

Character Analysis: Mr. Tumnus’s Traits and Personality

Compassion and Moral Conflict

One of Mr. Tumnus’s defining features is his innate kindness. When he first
encounters Lucy Pevensie, he immediately feels a moral obligation to protect
her, despite the danger posed by the White Witch’s rule.

- Compassionate: He offers Lucy tea and comfort, showing genuine concern.
- Moral conflict: He is torn between loyalty to the Witch and his innate
sense of goodness, which leads him to choose the right path.

Courage and Redemption

Initially, Mr. Tumnus is tempted to betray Lucy under the Witch’s influence,



but his conscience ultimately prevails.

- Courageous: He risks punishment and his own safety to help Lucy escape.
- Redemption: His act of kindness signifies his moral growth and commitment
to doing what is right, even at personal cost.

Personality Traits Summary:

- Gentle and kind-hearted
- Loyal and empathetic
- Morally conflicted but ultimately courageous
- Respectful of tradition and nature

---

Symbolism and Themes Associated with Mr. Tumnus

Embodiment of Narnia’s Natural World

Mr. Tumnus’s character symbolizes the harmony and innocence of Narnia’s
natural environment. His woodland origins and gentle demeanor reflect the
land’s purity and magic.

The Power of Mercy and Forgiveness

His initial betrayal and subsequent redemption highlight key themes in the
story—mercy, forgiveness, and the possibility of moral growth.

- His act of aiding Lucy symbolizes hope and the triumph of goodness over
evil.
- His subsequent actions reinforce the importance of compassion and second
chances.

Reflection of the Moral Dilemmas

Mr. Tumnus’s internal struggle mirrors the broader moral dilemmas faced by
characters throughout Narnia, exemplifying the importance of choosing
righteousness over fear or self-interest.

---

Development and Evolution of Mr. Tumnus’s Character

From Fear to Loyalty

In the beginning, Mr. Tumnus fears the consequences of defying the Witch, but
his encounter with Lucy awakens his conscience.

Key moments include:

- His initial willingness to betray Lucy under threat from the Witch.
- His decision to help her escape, risking his safety and defying the Witch’s
authority.
- His subsequent imprisonment and eventual release, which deepen his resolve
to oppose evil.

His Role in the Resistance Against the Witch

Following his escape and return to Narnia, Mr. Tumnus becomes part of the



resistance movement that opposes the White Witch’s tyrannical rule.

- His actions inspire others to stand against tyranny.
- He demonstrates that even small, seemingly insignificant beings can
contribute to great change.

---

Significance within the Plot

Catalyst for Lucy’s Adventure

Mr. Tumnus’s initial encounter with Lucy sets the entire story in motion, as
it introduces the magical world of Narnia and the looming threat of the White
Witch.

Moral Compass

He acts as a moral compass, embodying the theme that goodness and kindness
can prevail even in the face of evil.

Symbol of Hope

His eventual redemption and continued resistance serve as symbols of hope for
Narnia’s eventual liberation and the triumph of good over evil.

---

Cultural and Literary Influences

Mythological Roots

Mr. Tumnus draws inspiration from classical mythology, particularly fauns
like Pan from Greek mythology, symbolizing nature, music, and harmony.

Literary Archetype

He fits the archetype of the “fallen but redeemed” character—someone who
falters but ultimately chooses righteousness, embodying hope and moral
integrity.

---

Comparing Mr. Tumnus to Other Narnia Characters

| Character | Traits | Role in the Story | Significance |
|------------|--------|-------------------|--------------|
| Mr. Tumnus | Kind, moral, courageous | Guide, moral symbol | Embodies
innocence and moral growth |
| Aslan | Noble, powerful, sacrificial | Savior figure | Represents divine
authority and redemption |
| White Witch | Evil, manipulative | Antagonist | Embodies tyranny and evil |

While characters like Aslan symbolize divine power, Mr. Tumnus’s human (or
faun) qualities remind readers that heroism often resides in everyday acts of
kindness and moral choices.

---



The Lasting Legacy of Mr. Tumnus

In Literature and Popular Culture

Mr. Tumnus remains a beloved character, inspiring adaptations, merchandise,
and discussions about morality and character development in children’s
literature.

Lessons from Mr. Tumnus’s Character

- The importance of kindness and compassion.
- Moral courage in the face of fear.
- The capacity for redemption and change.

Reflection for Readers

His story encourages readers to reflect on their own moral choices,
emphasizing that even small acts of goodness can have profound impacts.

---

Conclusion: Why Mr. Tumnus Matters

Mr. Tumnus the Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe exemplifies the enduring power
of kindness, moral courage, and hope. As a character, he embodies the
delicate balance between fear and bravery, illustrating that true heroism
often comes from acts of compassion and moral conviction. His journey from
fear to bravery offers valuable lessons for readers of all ages—reminding us
that even in the darkest times, small acts of goodness can light the way
toward redemption and peace. Whether as a symbol of Narnia’s natural harmony
or as a reflection of human moral struggles, Mr. Tumnus continues to be a
beloved figure in the literary world, inspiring generations to stand for what
is right.

Mr Tumnus The Lion The Witch And The Wardrobe

  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe: Tea
with Mr. Tumnus Jennifer Frantz, 2005-11-01 Lucy makes friends with a faun, Mr Tumnus, who
invites her to his cottage for tea.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe:
Tea with Mr. Tumnus Jennifer Frantz, 2005-10-25 Lucy befriends Mr. Tumnus in the magic land of
Narnia.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
(rack) C. S. Lewis, 1978 They open a door and enter a world Narnia ... a land frozen in eternal
winter ... a country waiting to be set free. Four adventurers step through a wardrobe door and into
the land of Narnia -- a land enslaved by the power of the White Witch. But when almost all hope is
lost, the return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great change ... and a great sacrifice.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE
WARDROBE NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2023-11-22 If you need a free PDF practice set of this book for
your studies, feel free to reach out to me at cbsenet4u@gmail.com, and I'll send you a copy! THE
LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A
VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF
VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR
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ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO
ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY
ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR
THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ
COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE
QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS
TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: Tea with Mister Tumnus Jennifer Fox,
2005 When Lucy stumbles unexpectedly into the magical land of Narnia, she is afraid she will never
make is back home. Luckily she meets a friendly Faun named Mr. Tumnus, who offers Lucy
afternoon tea and helps her find her way.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: The Chronicles of Narnia Clive Staples
Lewis, 1998 Journeys to the end of the world, fantastic creatures and epic battles between good and
evil.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: C.S. Lewis & Narnia For Dummies
Richard Wagner, 2011-05-04 Explore C.S. Lewis's life, works, and the world of Narnia the fun and
easy way. Curious about C.S. Lewis and The Chronicles of Narnia? This plain-English guide provides
a friendly introduction to the master storyteller and Christian apologist, revealing the meanings
behind The Chronicles of Narnia and The Screwtape Letters as well as his other works. You'll also
discover why Lewis went from being a confirmed atheist to a committed Christian and how he
addressed his beliefs in his writings. Discover * How his life influenced his writings * His friendship
with Tolkien and the Inklings * The parallels between Narnia and Christianity * His use of allegory
and symbolism * Resources for further exploration
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: A Christian Teacher’s Guide to the
Chronicles of Narnia, Grades 2 - 5 Christin Ditchfield, 2008-08-28 Have fun with faith using A
Christian Teacher's Guide to The Chronicles of Narnia for grades 2–5! This 240-page book teaches
the Christian significance of The Chronicles of Narnia series through traditional language arts
exercises that emphasize the biblical parallels in C.S. Lewis’ work. The book includes ideas for
journals, book reports, debates, just-for-fun puzzles, recipes, and party ideas.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA
NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2023-11-21 If you need a free PDF practice set of this book for your studies,
feel free to reach out to me at cbsenet4u@gmail.com, and I'll send you a copy! THE CHRONICLES
OF NARNIA MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR
INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE
EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS
EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF
THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT,
IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA KNOWLEDGE
AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS.
THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT
EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: The Chronicles of Narnia
Comprehension Guide Ned Bustard, 2002
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: Audition Speeches for 6-16 Year Olds Jean
Marlow, 2009-10-26 Intended for students and children taking part in speech and drama
competitions and exams, this book contains a range of audition speeches. It includes female, male
and unisex speeches selected from both plays and children's books. Where relevant the author has



indicated how a speech could be shortened for younger children. There is also an introductory
section with contributions from Alan Ayckbourn, Carol Schroder (teacher and examiner for the
London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art), Richard Carpenter (TV writer) and Ed Wilson
(Director of the National Youth Theatre) and senior casting directors for the RSC, TV and film. This
edition has been freshly revised to include 10 new speeches from well known recent productions as
well as children's books including Harry Potter. 'A superb compilation' Amateur Stage
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: Inklings of Heaven Sean Connolly, 2007
Together with his brother Warnie, and his friends J.R.R. Tolkien, Charles Williams, and others, C.S.
Lewis made up an intellectual group which called themselves the Inklings. The joke, of course, was a
literary one, for Lewis, above all, the heaven-directed was never lacking. (Christian)
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: Narnian Virtues Thomas Lickona, Mark
A. Pike, 2021-11-25 In this engaging and practical book Mark Pike and Thomas Lickona show how
C.S. Lewis' wisdom for nurturing good character, and his much-loved Chronicles of Narnia, inspire
us to virtue. Drawing upon the Judeo-Christian virtues of faith, hope and love and 'Narnian' virtues
such as courage, integrity and wisdom, they present an approach to contemporary character
education validated by recent research. An introduction to C.S. Lewis' thought on character and
faith is followed by practical examples of how to use well-known passages from the Narnia novels as
a stimulus for rich character development at home and in the classroom.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: The Magical Worlds of Narnia David
Colbert, 2005 Examines the origins and hidden meanings of the characters and plots within C.S.
Lewis's Narnia series.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: Audition Speeches for Young Actors 16+
Jean Marlow, 2013-10-18 Audition Speeches for 6-16 Year Olds offers a generous helping of carefully
selected speeches that children can prepare for auditions. Each speech is introduced with
commentary to set the scene and help the young actor.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: C.S. Lewis Michelle Ann Abate, Lance
Weldy, 2012-11-01 Beginning with the publication of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe in 1950
and concluding with the appearance of The Last Battle in 1956, C. S. Lewis's seven-book series
chronicling the adventures of a group of young people in the fictional land of Narnia has become a
worldwide classic of children's literature. This stimulating collection of original essays by critics in a
wide range of disciplines explores the past place, present status, and future importance of The
Chronicles of Narnia. With essays ranging in focus from textual analysis to film and new media
adaptations, to implications of war/trauma and race and gender, this cutting-edge New Casebook
encourages readers to think about this much-loved series in fresh and exciting ways.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
(The Chronicles of Narnia, Book 2) C. S. Lewis, 2009-05-05 Illustrations in this ebook appear in
vibrant full colour on a full colour ebook device, and in rich black and white on all other devices.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: Inside Stories Janice Montgomery, 2005
Educational title for gifted and advanced learners.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: Everything I Need to Know I Learned
from a Children's Book Anita Silvey, 2009-10-13 What children's book changed the way you see
the world? Anita Silvey asked this question to more than one hundred of our most respected and
admired leaders in society, and she learned about the books that shaped financiers, actors, singers,
athletes, activists, artists, comic book creators, novelists, illustrators, teachers... The lessons they
recall are inspiring, instructive, and illuminating. And the books they remember resonate as
influential reading choices for families. EVERYTHING I NEED TO KNOW I LEARNED FROM A
CHILDREN'S BOOK--with its full color excerpts of beloved children's books, is a treasury and a
guide: a collection of fascinating essays and THE gift book of the year for families.
  mr tumnus the lion the witch and the wardrobe: Essential C. S. Lewis Clive Staples Lewis,
1996 A selection of Lewis' work, including essays, letters, poems, and texts of The Lion, the Witch,
and the Wardrobe, Perelandra and Abolition of Man.
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