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Keith Thomas Religion and the Decline of Magic

Understanding the transformation of religious beliefs and magical practices in early modern Europe is
essential to grasping how societies evolved from a worldview deeply embedded in magic to one
dominated by rationalism and scientific inquiry. Keith Thomas's seminal work, Religion and the
Decline of Magic, offers a comprehensive analysis of this transition, exploring the cultural, social, and
intellectual shifts that contributed to the waning influence of magic and superstition. This article
delves into Thomas's key arguments, the historical context of magic's decline, and the lasting impact
on Western thought.

Introduction to Keith Thomas and His Work

Keith Thomas, a distinguished British historian, published Religion and the Decline of Magic in 1971.
The book stands as a foundational text in early modern history, examining the complex relationship
between religion, magic, and society from the late medieval period through the 17th century.
Thomas's meticulous research highlights how widespread magical beliefs and practices gradually
diminished under the influence of religious reform, scientific developments, and changing cultural
attitudes.

The Context of Magic in Early Modern Europe

Prevalence of Magic and Superstition

Before the Renaissance and Reformation, European society was characterized by a worldview where
magic, religion, and daily life were intertwined. People believed in:

e Supernatural forces influencing health, wealth, and luck

e Magical remedies and charms for healing and protection

 Astrology guiding decisions and predicting future events

Magical practices were often integrated into religious rituals, and both clergy and laypeople engaged
in various forms of folk magic.



The Role of Religion and Church

The Catholic Church, during this period, played a dual role:

1. As a spiritual authority promoting doctrine and moral discipline

2. As a mediator of supernatural power through sacraments and prayer

However, the Church also grappled with the pervasive belief in magic, often condemning it as
heretical or superstitious, leading to efforts to suppress magical practices.

The Factors Contributing to the Decline of Magic

Keith Thomas identifies several interconnected factors that facilitated the decline of magical beliefs
and practices, marking a shift toward rationalism.

Religious Reformation and Its Impact
The Protestant Reformation and Catholic Counter-Reformation brought about:
e Stronger emphasis on personal faith and scripture over ritual magic

e Condemnation of superstitions seen as pagan or heretical

e Reform movements aiming to purify religious practices, reducing the influence of magic

This upheaval challenged traditional magical practices, positioning religion as a more authoritative
and rational spiritual authority.

Rise of Scientific Thought

The scientific revolution played a critical role:

1. Empirical observation replaced superstition-based explanations

2. Advances in medicine, astronomy, and natural philosophy diminished reliance on magical
remedies



3. Natural laws and rational inquiry gained prominence, undermining magical causality

Key figures such as Copernicus, Galileo, and Newton exemplified this shift, fostering a worldview
grounded in reason and evidence.

Legal and Social Measures

Authorities increasingly legislated against magical practices:

e Witch hunts and trials targeted alleged practitioners of harmful magic
e Legal prohibitions made certain magical activities illegal

e Public campaigns promoted skepticism towards superstitions

These measures aimed to enforce religious orthodoxy and rational standards, effectively
marginalizing magic.

Changing Cultural Attitudes

Society's perception of magic evolved:

1. From acceptance and integration into daily life to suspicion and fear
2. Intellectual elites viewed magic as primitive or dangerous

3. Popular culture increasingly associated magic with superstition rather than divine or mystical
power

This cultural shift was reinforced by increased literacy, printing, and dissemination of scientific ideas.

The Transformation of Popular Beliefs and Practices

Keith Thomas emphasizes that the decline of magic was a gradual process affecting different social
strata differently.



Changes Among the Common People

While upper classes and intellectuals moved away from magical beliefs, many common folk continued
to hold superstitions:

e Use of charms, amulets, and folk remedies persisted in rural areas
¢ Belief in witches, spirits, and omens remained widespread

e Magical practices often intertwined with local traditions and religious festivals

However, over time, these practices became increasingly marginalized.
Persistence of Magical Beliefs
Despite official disapproval, magic did not entirely vanish:

1. Secret practices and folk magic persisted in communities
2. Some magical beliefs adapted to new religious and cultural contexts

3. The transition to scientific rationality was uneven and complex

This persistence highlights the deep-rooted nature of magical thinking and its role in human culture.

Key Themes in Keith Thomas’s Analysis

Keith Thomas's exploration centers on several critical themes:

Continuity and Change

- The transition from a magical worldview to a rational one was not abrupt but a gradual evolution.
- Magical beliefs persisted alongside emerging scientific ideas for centuries.

Role of Authority and Power

- Religious and political authorities sought to suppress magic to consolidate control.



- The decline of magic reflected broader societal shifts towards centralized religious and secular
authority.

Impact of Literacy and Printing

- The rise of literacy and printing dissemination of scientific and religious ideas fostered skepticism of
magic.
- Books condemning superstitions contributed to changing attitudes.

Legacy and Modern Perspectives

Keith Thomas’s work remains influential, illustrating how societal attitudes towards magic and religion
have shaped modern Western culture.

Understanding Contemporary Superstitions

- Many modern superstitions have roots in medieval magical beliefs.
- The decline of magic did not eliminate all superstitions but transformed their social significance.

Influence on Modern Science and Rationalism

- The gradual decline of magical thinking paved the way for scientific methodologies.
- Modern skepticism towards supernatural claims can be traced back to this historical transition.

Conclusion

Keith Thomas’s Religion and the Decline of Magic provides a detailed, nuanced account of a pivotal
period in European history. It demonstrates that the decline of magic was a complex process
influenced by religious reform, scientific advancement, legal suppression, and cultural change. This
transformation reflects humanity’s ongoing journey from a worldview rooted in superstition and divine
intervention toward one emphasizing reason, empirical evidence, and scientific inquiry.
Understanding this historical evolution offers valuable insights into how beliefs and knowledge
systems continue to shape societies today.

Keywords: Keith Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic, magical beliefs, early modern Europe,
scientific revolution, religious reform, superstition, cultural change, witch hunts, rationalism



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Keith Thomas and what is his significance in the study
of religion and magic?

Keith Thomas is a renowned British historian known for his work on the history of religion, magic, and
society in early modern England. His influential book, 'Religion and the Decline of Magic,' examines
how religious changes contributed to the decline of magical beliefs.

What is the main thesis of Keith Thomas's 'Religion and the
Decline of Magic'?

Thomas argues that the decline of magic in early modern England was closely linked to the rise of
religious rationalism and institutional religion, which gradually replaced magical practices and beliefs
with more formalized religious doctrines.

How did religious transformations in the 16th and 17th
centuries influence magical practices according to Keith
Thomas?

Thomas suggests that the Reformation and subsequent religious reforms shifted people's focus from
magical and superstitious practices to a more personal and doctrinal understanding of faith, leading
to a decline in magical beliefs and practices.

What role did social and cultural changes play in the decline
of magic as discussed by Keith Thomas?

Thomas highlights that increasing literacy, education, and the rise of scientific thinking contributed to
skepticism towards magic, as society moved towards rationalism and empirical evidence, diminishing
the acceptance of magical explanations.

Does Keith Thomas see the decline of magic as a purely
intellectual process?

No, Thomas views the decline of magic as a complex process involving social, religious, and cultural
shifts, rather than solely an intellectual or scientific advancement.

What impact did the Protestant Reformation have on magical
beliefs according to Keith Thomas?

Thomas notes that the Reformation challenged many magical practices by promoting personal faith
over superstition, thereby reducing the societal acceptance of magic and shifting focus towards
scripture and religious authority.



How has Keith Thomas's work influenced modern
understanding of early modern religion and magic?

Thomas's detailed analysis has shaped contemporary scholarship by highlighting the
interconnectedness of religious change, societal transformation, and the decline of magical beliefs,
encouraging a nuanced view of early modern cultural history.

Are magical beliefs still prevalent today, based on Keith
Thomas's research?

While Thomas's work focuses on the historical decline of magic in early modern Europe, his research
also acknowledges that magical beliefs persisted in various forms and continued to influence popular
culture and folk practices beyond that period.

Additional Resources
Keith Thomas: Religion and the Decline of Magic — An In-Depth Exploration

Keith Thomas's seminal work, Religion and the Decline of Magic, published in 1971, remains a
cornerstone in the fields of social history, religious studies, and the history of magic and superstition.
This comprehensive analysis examines the profound transformations in religious belief, magical
practices, and societal perceptions from the late medieval period through early modern England,
offering invaluable insights into how rationality, science, and institutional change gradually displaced
older magical and religious paradigms.

Introduction: Context and Significance of Keith
Thomas’s Work

Keith Thomas’s Religion and the Decline of Magic explores the complex interplay between religion,
magic, and societal change in early modern England, roughly spanning from the 15th to the 17th
centuries. The book challenges simplistic notions of progress by demonstrating that the decline of
magic was neither abrupt nor entirely rational but was deeply intertwined with broader cultural,
religious, and economic shifts.

The work is significant because it:

- Provides a detailed historical account of magical and religious beliefs.

- lllustrates how these beliefs were embedded in everyday life.

- Analyzes the gradual transformation of worldview amid social upheaval, religious reform, and
scientific advancement.

- Highlights the persistence of magical thinking well into the early modern period, contrary to
assumptions of a swift rationalist breakthrough.



Understanding Magic and Religion in Early Modern
England

Defining Magic and Its Role

In Thomas's analysis, magic is understood as a set of practices and beliefs aimed at influencing the
natural world through supernatural means. It includes:

- Popular magic: Folk practices, charms, and superstitions practiced by common folk.

- Ceremonial magic: More formalized rituals, often associated with learned traditions like alchemy or
astrology.

- Protective magic: Amulets, charms, and rituals intended to ward off evil or iliness.

Magic was deeply integrated into daily life, serving functions such as:
- Healing and protection.
- Ensuring good harvests.

- Securing love or success.
- Communicating with spirits or ancestors.

Religion’s Dominance and Its Intersection with Magic

Religion, especially Christianity in England, was the dominant worldview, but it coexisted with
widespread magical beliefs. The church officially condemned magic as heretical or superstitious, yet
many of its followers continued to practice or believe in magical remedies and charms, often blending
religious and magical elements seamlessly.

Key aspects include:

- The use of religious symbols and prayers alongside charms.

- Belief in divine intervention and miracles.
- The idea that saints, angels, and demons could influence worldly events.

The Cultural and Societal Foundations of Belief

Worldview Before the Scientific Revolution

In early modern England, the worldview was largely pre-scientific, characterized by:



- A belief in a universe filled with spiritual beings and supernatural forces.
- A close relationship between religious doctrine and everyday practice.
- The perception that divine forces actively intervened in human affairs.

This worldview made magic a natural extension—either as a form of devotion or as a genuine attempt
to manipulate divine or spiritual forces.

The Role of Authority and Authority’s Challenge

Religious and political authorities attempted to suppress magic through laws, inquisitions, and public
condemnations. Notable aspects include:

- The Witchcraft Acts (from 1542 onwards), which criminalized magical practices.
- The Inquisition’s efforts to root out heresy and magic.

- The tension between popular practices and official doctrines.

Despite these efforts, magical practices persisted, often publicly condemned but privately practiced.

Transformations Leading to the Decline of Magic

The Reformation and Religious Change

The Protestant Reformation (16th century) was instrumental in reshaping religious beliefs, which in
turn affected magical practices:

- Emphasis on personal faith reduced reliance on charms and relics.
- The rejection of saints and relics undermined some magical practices associated with Catholicism.
- The rise of biblical literalism led to skepticism of superstitions.

However, the decline was gradual, and many magical practices persisted alongside new religious
doctrines.

Scientific Revolution and Rational Thought

The shift towards empirical observation and scientific inquiry marked a significant turning point:
- The rise of figures like Copernicus, Galileo, and Newton challenged traditional views of the cosmos.
- Natural philosophy and experimental methods began to replace reliance on magic and superstition.

- The development of medical science reduced the reliance on charms and folk remedies.

Thomas emphasizes that the decline of magic was not just a matter of intellectual progress but also a



social process involving the gradual marginalization of magical thinking.

Legal and Institutional Measures

Legal efforts played a crucial role:

- The Witchcraft Acts criminalized practices deemed malicious or superstitious.

- Courts increasingly viewed magical practitioners with suspicion, leading to prosecutions.
- The decline of witch hunts by the late 17th century reflects changing attitudes.

Despite these measures, many continued to believe in and practice magic privately.

Educational and Cultural Shifts

Improvements in literacy and education contributed to skepticism:
- The dissemination of printed material exposing the frauds of magicians and witches.
- The rise of skepticism towards folk beliefs among educated classes.

- The decline in the authority of traditional healers and magicians.

Cultural shifts also included a move towards individualism and secularism, reducing the societal
acceptance of magical practices.

Persistence of Magical Beliefs and Practices

Despite the general decline, magical practices did not vanish overnight:
- Superstitions persisted in rural communities.
- Folk magic remained resilient, often intertwined with local customs.

- Some practices adapted to new religious contexts rather than disappearing altogether.

This persistence highlights the deep roots of magical thinking and its significance in cultural identity.

Impacts of the Decline of Magic on Society and Belief
Systems



Transition to Rationalism and Scientific Worldview

The gradual decline facilitated:
- A more scientific approach to understanding natural phenomena.

- The development of modern medicine, astronomy, and physics.
- A shift from supernatural explanations to empirical ones.

Changes in Popular Culture and Literature

Literature and popular culture reflected shifting beliefs:

- Moving from tales of witches and magic to stories emphasizing reason and skepticism.
- The emergence of new genres that questioned traditional superstitions.

Enduring Legacy and Modern Perspectives

While magic declined significantly, its cultural legacy persists:

- Modern occult practices often draw on historical magical traditions.
- Contemporary debates about superstition and rationality echo themes from Thomas’s analysis.
- The work remains influential in understanding the social history of belief.

Critical Analysis and Contemporary Relevance

Keith Thomas’s Religion and the Decline of Magic offers profound insights into how societal change
influences belief systems. Its relevance extends beyond early modern England to contemporary
discussions about:

- The persistence of superstitions in modern societies.
- The interplay between religion, science, and popular belief.
- The sociocultural processes that lead to the marginalization or revival of magical thinking.

The book encourages a nuanced understanding that the decline of magic was neither a
straightforward triumph of reason nor an outright rejection of the supernatural but a complex
transformation driven by multifaceted social forces.



Conclusion: A Landmark in the History of Belief

Keith Thomas’s Religion and the Decline of Magic remains an essential resource for anyone interested
in the history of religion, magic, and societal change. It vividly illustrates that magical beliefs, far from
being relics of a primitive past, were integral to early modern life and only gradually receded amidst
the profound upheavals of religious reform, scientific advancement, and legal regulation.

The work challenges readers to appreciate the complexity of cultural transformations and the
persistence of human tendencies toward superstition and belief, even in the face of rationalist
progress. Its detailed, nuanced approach makes it a timeless masterpiece in understanding how
societies transition from mystical to scientific paradigms—a journey that continues in various forms
today.

In summary, Keith Thomas's Religion and the Decline of Magic offers an intricate, richly detailed
account of how and why magical beliefs diminished in early modern England, emphasizing that this
process was shaped by religious upheaval, scientific progress, legal measures, and cultural shifts. It
remains a vital reference for understanding the enduring human fascination with the supernatural and
the social forces that shape belief systems over centuries.

Keith Thomas Religion And The Decline Of Magic

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Religion and the Decline of Magic Keith
Thomas, 1997 Presents an analysis of the religious beliefs of English society in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, including the use of popular magic, and the role the Protestant Reformation
played in taking magic out of religion.

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: An Analysis of Keith Thomas's Religion and
the Decline of Magic Simon Young, Helen Killick, 2017-07-05 Keith Thomas's classic study of all
forms of popular belief has been influential for so long now that it is difficult to remember how
revolutionary it seemed when it first appeared. By publishing Religion and the Decline of Magic,
Thomas became the first serious scholar to attempt to synthesize the full range of popular thought
about the occult and the supernatural, studying its influence across Europe over several centuries.
At root, his book can be seen as a superb exercise in problem-solving: one that actually established
magic as a historical problem worthy of investigation. Thomas asked productive questions, not least
challenging the prevailing assumption that folk belief was unworthy of serious scholarly attention,
and his work usefully reframed the existing debate in much broader terms, allowing for more
extensive exploration of correlations, not only between different sorts of popular belief, but also
between popular belief and state religion. It was this that allowed Thomas to reach his famous
conclusion that the advent of Protestantism - which drove out much of the superstition that
characterised the Catholicism of the period - created a vacuum filled by other forms of belief; for
example, Catholic priests had once blessed their crops, but Protestants refused to do so. That left
farmers looking for other ways of ensuring a good harvest. It was this, Thomas argues, that explains
the survival of what we now think of as magic at a time such beliefs might have been expected to
decline - at least until science arose to offer alternative paradigms.

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Religion and the Decline of Magic Keith
Vivian Thomas, 1982
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keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Religion and the Decline of Magic Keith
Thomas, 1997 In this detailed, scholarly and immensely facsinating book, Sir Keith Thomas has
analysed the thoughts and practices of an age when the supernatural was such a real and important
part of men's lives.

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe
Jonathan Barry, Marianne Hester, Gareth Roberts, 1996 This important collection brings together
both established figures and new researchers to offer fresh perspectives on the ever-controversial
subject of the history of witchcraft. Using Keith Thomas's Religion and the Decline of Magic as a
starting point, the contributors explore the changes of the last twenty-five years in the
understanding of early modern witchcraft, and suggest new approaches, especially concerning the
cultural dimensions of the subject. Witchcraft cases must be understood as power struggles, over
gender and ideology as well as social relationships, with a crucial role played by alternative
representations. Witchcraft was always a contested idea, never fully established in early modern
culture but much harder to dislodge than has usually been assumed. The essays are European in
scope, with examples from Germany, France, and the Spanish expansion into the New World, as well
as a strong core of English material.

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Religion and the Decline of Magic Keith
Thomas, 1971

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Religion and the Decline of Magic Keith
Thomas, 1980

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Religion and the Decline of Magic Simon
Young, Helen Killick, 2017-07-04 Few social historians had examined the popular religious beliefs of
the 1500s at the time Thomas published Religion and the Decline of Magic in 1971. His analysis of
how deeply held beliefs in witchcraft, spirits, and magic evolved during the Reformation remains one
of the great works of post-war scholarship.

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Religion and the decline of magic Keith
Thomas, 1971

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Contesting Christendom James L.
Halverson, 2008 The pervasiveness of the Christian religion has long been treated as one of the key
features of medieval society. Indeed, Europe in the Middle Ages is often described simply as a
Christian culture. Yet what do we mean when we say that medieval Europe was a Christian society,
and what did it mean to be a Christian in the Middle Ages? These questions are fundamental to any
understanding of the Middle Ages, yet the variety of theoretical approaches and conclusions
represented in this carefully selected and provocative collection of key works in the field highlights
the complexity of the answers. Introducing students to medieval Christianity, James L. Halverson
presents a rich array of readings that offers a variety of ways to study the history of religion within a
chronological setting. His opening chapter and introductions to each section and selection frame the
essays and provide a strong conceptual framework to build upon. Making it clear that scholars have
approached religion from many perspectives and used many different methodologies, this collection
presents some of the best scholarship of religion as culture and practice, emphasizing the ongoing
attempt to understand the social and cultural aspects of medieval Christianity. Contributions by:
Rudolf Bell, Constance Brittain Bouchard, Peter Brown, Marcus Bull, Caroline Walker Bynum, Mark
R. Cohen, Georges Duby, Eamon Duffy, Joan Ferrante, Richard Fletcher, Katherine L. French,
Thomas A. Fudge, Herbert Grundmann, James L. Halverson, Karen Louise Jolly, Lester Little, Rob
Means, Bernd Moeller, Andrew P. Roach, Jane Tibbets Schulenburg, Keith Thomas, and Ian Wood.

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: (Keith Thomas: Religion and the decline of
magic, 1978). [Review] Lion Murard,

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Witchcraft and Magic in Europe,
Volume 3 Karen Jolly, 2002-01-01 Between the age of St. Augustine and the sixteenth century
reformations magic continued to be both a matter of popular practice and of learned inquiry. This
volume deals with its use in such contexts as healing and divination and as an aspect of the




knowledge of nature's occult virtues and secrets.>

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Religion and the Decline of Magic Thomas
Keith, 1999

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Daughters of Hecate Kimberly B. Stratton,
Dayna S. Kalleres, 2014-10-01 Daughters of Hecate unites for the first time research on the problem
of gender and magic in three ancient Mediterranean societies: early Judaism, Christianity, and
Graeco-Roman culture. The book illuminates the gendering of ancient magic by approaching the
topic from three distinct disciplinary perspectives: literary stereotyping, the social application of
magic discourse, and material culture. The authors probe the foundations of, processes, and
motivations behind gendered stereotypes, beginning with Western culture's earliest associations of
women and magic in the Bible and Homer's Odyssey. Daughters of Hecate provides a nuanced
exploration of the topic while avoiding reductive approaches. In fact, the essays in this volume
uncover complexities and counter-discourses that challenge, rather than reaffirm, many gendered
stereotypes taken for granted and reified by most modern scholarship. By combining critical
theoretical methods with research into literary and material evidence, Daughters of Hecate
interrogates a false association that has persisted from antiquity, to early modern witch hunts, to the
present day.

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Magic and Ritual in the Ancient World
Paul Allan Mirecki, Marvin W. Meyer, 2002 This volume contains a series of provocative essays that
explore expressions of magic and ritual power in the ancient world. The strength of the present
volume lies in the breadth of scholarly approaches represented. The book begins with several
papyrological studies presenting important new texts in Greek and Coptic, continuing with essays
focussing on taxonomy and definition. The concluding essays apply contemporary theories to
analyses of specific test cases in a broad variety of ancient Mediterranean cultures. Paul Mirecki,
Th.D. (1986) in Religious Studies, Harvard Divinity School, is Associate Professor of Religious
Studies at the University of Kansas. Marvin Meyer, Ph.D. (1979) in Religion, Claremont Graduate
School, is Professor of Religion at Chapman University, Orange, California, and Director of the
Coptic Magical Texts Project of the Institute for Antiquity and Christianity.

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: The Production of English Renaissance
Culture David Lee Miller, Sharon O'Dair, Harold Weber, 2019-05-15 What is the relationship
between the cultural artifacts of Renaissance England and the processes of production, exchange,
and accumulation through which they were brought into being? Pursuing this question, a group of
distinguished scholars from both sides of the Atlantic exemplifies a number of different approaches
to the writing of cultural history.

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Living with the Dead in the Middle Ages
Patrick J. Geary, 2018-07-05 Whereas modern societies tend to banish the dead from the world of
the living, medieval men and women accorded them a vital role in the community. The saints
counted most prominently as potential intercessors before God, but the ordinary dead as well were
called upon to aid the living, and even to participate in the negotiation of political disputes. In this
book, the distinguished medievalist Patrick ]J. Geary shows how exploring the complex relations
between the living and dead can broaden our understanding of the political, economic, and cultural
history of medieval Europe. Geary has brought together for this volume twelve of his most influential
essays. They address such topics as the development of saints' cults and of the concept of sacred
space; the integration of saints' cults into the lives of ordinary people; patterns of relic circulation;
and the role of the dead in negotiating the claims and counterclaims of various interest groups. Also
included are two case studies of communities that enlisted new patron saints to solve their
problems. Throughout, Geary demonstrates that, by reading actions, artifacts, and rituals on an
equal footing with texts, we can better grasp the otherness of past societies.

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Magic in Early Modern England Andrew
Moore, 2023-05-15 This book reconsiders the place of magic at the foundations of modernity.
Through careful close reading of plays, spell books, philosophical treatises, and witch trial



narratives, Andrew Moore shows us that magic was ubiquitous in early modern England. Rather
than a “decline of magic,” this study traces a broad cultural fascination with supernatural power. In
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, poets, philosophers, jurists, and monarchs debated the
reality and the morality of magic, and, by extension, the limits of human power. In this way, early
modern English writing about magic was closely related to the scientific and political philosophical
writing from the period, which was likewise reimagining humanity’s relationship to nature. Moore
reads Thomas Hobbes’s Leviathan alongside contemporary writing by the notorious witch hunters
Matthew Hopkins and John Stearne. He reminds us that Francis Bacon'’s scientific works were
addressed to King James I, whose own Damonologie insists on the reality of witchcraft. The
fantastical science fiction of Margaret Cavendish, he argues, must be understood within a tradition
that includes works like Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus and the peculiar autobiography of
criminal astrologer Simon Forman. By considering these disparate works together Moore reveals the
centrality of magic to the early modern project.

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Shakespeare's Representation of Weather,
Climate and Environment Sophie Chiari, 2018-10-30 The first comprehensive history of Byzantine
warfare in the tenth century

keith thomas religion and the decline of magic: Schools of Asceticism Lutz F. Kaelber,
2010-11-01 Explores the Weberian theme of religious asceticism in the context of medieval religion,
concentrating on the Cathars and Waldensians in southern France. Analyzes how the ideology and
social organization of religious groups shaped rational ascetic conduct of their members and how
the different forms of asceticism affected cultural and economic life, combining a sociological
approach to the analysis of medieval history with an original analysis of primary sources. For
scholars of comparative historical and theoretical sociology, medieval history, and religious studies.
Paper edition (unseen), $19.95. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
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