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John Stuart Mill’s book on utilitarianism stands as one of the most influential philosophical works in
the history of moral philosophy. Published in 1863, Utilitarianism serves as a comprehensive
exploration of the ethical theory that promotes happiness as the ultimate goal of human actions.
Mill's nuanced approach refines and defends the utilitarian principle initially developed by Jeremy
Bentham, emphasizing the importance of quality of pleasures alongside quantity. This landmark text
continues to shape debates on morality, ethics, and social justice, making it essential reading for
students, scholars, and anyone interested in ethical philosophy.

Overview of John Stuart Mill’s Utilitarianism

Historical Context and Significance

Mill’s Utilitarianism was written during a period of significant social and political change in Britain.
The book responded to critics who accused utilitarianism of promoting selfishness and neglecting
individual rights. Mill aimed to clarify misconceptions and present a more refined, humane version
of utilitarian ethics.

Key points about the significance of the book include:

- It serves as a defense of utilitarianism against moral critics.

- It introduces the idea of higher and lower pleasures.

- It links utilitarianism with liberal political philosophy, advocating for social reforms.

Main Objectives of the Book

Mill's primary goals in Utilitarianism are to:

- Explain the principles of utilitarian ethics clearly.

- Address common criticisms of utilitarianism.

- Demonstrate that utilitarianism is compatible with justice and individual rights.
- Promote a moral philosophy grounded in the pursuit of happiness.

Core Principles of Mill’s Utilitarianism



The Greatest Happiness Principle

At the heart of Mill’s utilitarianism is the Greatest Happiness Principle, which states:
- Actions are right insofar as they promote happiness.
- Actions are wrong if they tend to produce the opposite of happiness.

Mill elaborates that happiness is the ultimate end of human conduct and that moral actions are those
that maximize overall well-being.

Qualitative Distinction of Pleasures

Unlike Bentham, who focused solely on the quantity of pleasure, Mill introduces a qualitative
distinction:

- Pleasures differ in quality, not just in amount.

- Higher pleasures involve intellectual, moral, and aesthetic pleasures.

- Lower pleasures are primarily physical or sensual.

Mill argues that:
- Those who have experienced both higher and lower pleasures prefer the higher.
- The quality of pleasure is more significant than merely its intensity or duration.

Universal Consideration and Impartiality

Mill emphasizes that:
- The happiness of every individual should be considered equally.
- The moral agent must act impartially, promoting the collective well-being.

Key Themes and Arguments in Mill’s Utilitarianism

Defense Against Critics

Mill addresses common criticisms, including:

- The accusation that utilitarianism is a doctrine of selfishness.
- Concerns that it neglects justice and individual rights.

- The claim that it’s a “cold” or impersonal ethical system.

He counters these by arguing:

- Genuine utilitarianism considers the happiness of all, including justice.

- Justice and individual rights are integral to societal happiness.

- The theory is flexible enough to incorporate moral sentiments and personal integrity.



Higher and Lower Pleasures

Mill’s distinction is crucial:

- Higher pleasures involve intellectual pursuits like reading, art, and philosophical contemplation.
- Lower pleasures include physical sensations such as eating, drinking, and sensual pleasures.

- Most competent judges prefer higher pleasures, indicating their superior value.

Rules versus Act Utilitarianism

Mill advocates for a rule-based approach:

- General rules promote happiness and social stability.

- Following rules helps prevent the potential chaos of evaluating each act individually.
- This approach balances utilitarian calculation with practical moral reasoning.

Impact and Legacy of Mill’s Utilitarianism

Philosophical Influence

Mill’s work significantly shaped modern utilitarian thought. It:

- Clarified and defended utilitarianism against misconceptions.

- Integrated moral qualities like justice, rights, and individuality into utilitarian ethics.
- Influenced later philosophers and social reformers.

Social and Political Implications

The principles in Utilitarianism underpin many liberal reforms:

- Advocating for education, women'’s rights, and workers’ welfare.
- Promoting policies aimed at increasing societal happiness.

- Supporting democratic governance rooted in the welfare of all.

Contemporary Relevance

Today, Mill’s utilitarian philosophy remains relevant in:

- Ethical debates about public policy and resource allocation.

- Discussions on animal rights and environmental ethics.

- The development of consequentialist frameworks in moral reasoning.



Criticisms and Limitations of Mill’s Utilitarianism

Challenges to the Theory

Despite its strengths, Mill’s utilitarianism faces criticisms such as:

- Difficulties in accurately measuring and comparing happiness.

- Potential justification of immoral acts if they produce overall happiness.

- The challenge of respecting individual rights within a happiness-maximizing framework.

Responses from Mill

Mill addresses these issues by:

- Arguing that justice and rights are essential components of social happiness.
- Emphasizing the importance of moral integrity and individual dignity.

- Suggesting that higher pleasures inherently promote justice and respect.

Ongoing Debates

Modern ethicists continue to debate:

- The feasibility of quantifying happiness.

- The balance between individual rights and collective welfare.
- The moral weight of higher versus lower pleasures.

Conclusion: The Enduring Value of Mill’s Utilitarianism

John Stuart Mill’s Utilitarianism remains a foundational text in moral philosophy. Its nuanced
approach, emphasizing both the quantity and quality of happiness, offers a compelling framework
for ethical decision-making. While not without its criticisms, Mill’s integration of justice, individual
rights, and higher pleasures has enriched utilitarian thought and influenced a broad spectrum of
social and political reforms. For anyone interested in understanding the moral foundations of liberal
democracy, social justice, and human well-being, Mill’s Utilitarianism offers invaluable insights and
continues to inspire contemporary ethical debates.

Keywords: John Stuart Mill book on utilitarianism, utilitarianism, Mill’s philosophy, greatest
happiness principle, higher pleasures, moral philosophy, social reform, ethics, consequentialism

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main argument of John Stuart Mill's book on
utilitarianism?
Mill's main argument is that the morality of an action is determined by its ability to promote

happiness or pleasure and reduce pain, emphasizing that actions are right insofar as they tend to
produce the greatest happiness for the greatest number.

How does Mill's version of utilitarianism differ from Jeremy
Bentham's?

While both advocate for maximizing happiness, Mill introduces qualitative distinctions between
pleasures, emphasizing higher (intellectual) and lower (bodily) pleasures, whereas Bentham's
utilitarianism considers all pleasures as quantitatively equal, measured only by intensity and
duration.

What are the key ethical principles outlined in Mill's
'‘Utilitarianism'?
The key principles include the greatest happiness principle, the importance of individual liberty for

the pursuit of happiness, and the idea that moral actions are those that produce the most overall
happiness, considering both individual and societal well-being.

Why is Mill's utilitarianism considered a form of
consequentialism?

Because it evaluates the morality of actions based solely on their consequences—specifically, the
amount of happiness or pleasure they produce—rather than on intentions or inherent moral rules.

How does Mill address the criticism that utilitarianism can
justify immoral actions?

Mill argues that when properly understood, utilitarianism considers the long-term effects and the
overall happiness of all affected, which tends to discourage immoral actions, and he emphasizes that
justice and individual rights are compatible with utilitarian principles.

What role does individual liberty play in Mill's utilitarian
philosophy?

Mill strongly advocates for individual liberty, believing that personal freedom is essential for
personal development and societal progress, and that respecting individual rights generally leads to
greater overall happiness.

Why is Mill's 'Utilitarianism' considered a foundational text in
modern ethics?

Because it refines utilitarian thought by emphasizing qualitative differences in pleasures, integrating



ideas about individual rights and liberty, and offering a comprehensive framework for evaluating
moral actions that continues to influence contemporary ethical debates.

Additional Resources
John Stuart Mill Book on Utilitarianism: An In-Depth Investigation

The philosophical landscape of ethics has been profoundly shaped by the ideas of John Stuart Mill,
particularly through his seminal work, Utilitarianism. First published in 1863, Mill's Utilitarianism
stands as one of the most influential defense and refinement of the utilitarian doctrine, offering both
a comprehensive exposition of utilitarian principles and a nuanced critique of their potential pitfalls.
This investigation seeks to explore the core themes of Mill’s Utilitarianism, its historical and
philosophical context, its influence on subsequent ethical thought, and the enduring debates it
continues to provoke.

Historical Context and Significance of John Stuart
Mill’s Utilitarianism

Understanding Mill’s Utilitarianism requires situating it within the broader philosophical currents of
the 19th century. Utilitarianism, as a moral philosophy, originated with Jeremy Bentham in the late
18th century, advocating that the morality of an action hinges upon its capacity to maximize
pleasure and minimize pain. Mill, a student and successor of Bentham, sought to refine and defend
this doctrine amid criticisms and emerging ethical challenges.

By the mid-19th century, utilitarianism faced critiques from various quarters—religious,
deontological, and sentimental—arguing that it oversimplified human morality or neglected
individual rights. Mill’s Utilitarianism was thus both an apology and an evolution of utilitarian
principles, aiming to address these criticisms while defending the doctrine against
misinterpretation.

The significance of Mill's contribution lies not only in its philosophical rigor but also in its attempt to
reconcile utilitarianism with a respect for individual rights, higher pleasures, and moral integrity.
His work remains a cornerstone in the study of consequentialist ethics and continues to influence
debates in moral philosophy, political theory, and public policy.

Core Themes and Arguments in Mill’s Utilitarianism

Mill’s Utilitarianism is structured as a philosophical essay that systematically defends utilitarian
principles. Its core themes can be summarized as follows:



The Greatest Happiness Principle

Mill reaffirms the fundamental utilitarian proposition: actions are right insofar as they tend to
promote happiness, and wrong insofar as they tend to produce the reverse of happiness. He
emphasizes that happiness is the ultimate good and that morality consists in aiming to produce the
greatest happiness for the greatest number.

Qualitative Distinctions of Pleasures

One of Mill’s most notable contributions is his argument that pleasures are not all of equal worth.
Unlike Bentham’s quantitative approach, which measures pleasures purely by intensity and
duration, Mill introduces a qualitative distinction:

- Higher pleasures: Intellectual, moral, and aesthetic pleasures—considered more valuable.

- Lower pleasures: Bodily, sensual pleasures—considered less valuable.

Mill argues that competent judges—those who have experienced both types of pleasures—prefer
higher pleasures, asserting that "It is better to be a human dissatisfied than a pig satisfied". This
notion marks a significant development in utilitarian thought, emphasizing the importance of
intellectual and moral development.

Justice, Rights, and Utility

Mill addresses common criticisms asserting that utilitarianism neglects justice and individual rights.
He contends that:

- Justice and rights are instrumentally valuable because their violation tends to produce
unhappiness.

- A truly utilitarian society would uphold justice, as injustice leads to social unrest and diminished
happiness.

- Mill advocates for moral rules that generally promote happiness, recognizing that exceptions may
sometimes be justified.

The Role of Moral Sentiment and Virtue

While emphasizing consequentialism, Mill also recognizes the importance of moral sentiment and
virtue. He suggests that:

- Moral development and virtuous character are essential for maximizing happiness.

- Cultivating virtues such as benevolence, justice, and honesty aligns with utilitarian principles.

Philosophical Innovations and Clarifications in Mill’s
Utilitarianism

Mill’s Utilitarianism is not merely a defense of Benthamite utilitarianism; it introduces several
philosophical innovations:



Refinement of the Moral Calculus

Mill clarifies that utilitarian calculations are not purely mechanical but involve moral judgment and
qualitative assessments. He emphasizes:

- The importance of moral education and deliberation.

- Recognizing long-term effects over immediate pleasures.

Higher and Lower Pleasures

This distinction is central to Mill's ethical framework. It aims to:
- Elevate utilitarianism beyond simple pleasure maximization.
- Incorporate human dignity and intellectual fulfillment into moral considerations.

Addressing the "Proof" of Utility

Mill dedicates a significant portion to justifying utilitarianism’s foundational claim—that happiness is
the ultimate end. He argues:

- The proof is rooted in human nature’s intrinsic pursuit of pleasure.

- This pursuit is evident in common human experience and moral intuition.

Religion and Utilitarianism

While Mill was a critic of traditional religious doctrines, he discusses the relationship between
utilitarianism and religious morality, asserting that:

- Utilitarian principles are compatible with moral reasoning grounded in human well-being.

- Morality does not require religious foundations, but can be justified through human nature and
reason.

Criticisms and Controversies Surrounding Mill’s
Utilitarianism

Despite its influence, Mill’s Utilitarianism has faced various criticisms:

Challenges to the Greatest Happiness Principle

- Critics argue that maximizing happiness can justify morally questionable actions, like lying or
oppression, if they produce overall happiness.

- Mill responds by emphasizing the importance of justice and moral rules that generally promote
happiness, while allowing for exceptions only in rare cases.



Higher Pleasures and Elitism

- The distinction between higher and lower pleasures has been criticized as elitist, suggesting that
certain pleasures are inherently superior.
- Critics contend this may devalue simple, sensual pleasures valued by the masses.

Individual Rights and Justice

- Some argue that utilitarianism risks sacrificing individual rights for the greater good.
- Mill counters that respecting rights generally leads to greater happiness and that justice is integral
to social well-being.

Practical Application and Measurement

- Critics question the feasibility of accurately measuring happiness and making moral calculations.
- Mill advocates for moral education and moral intuition as guides in complex situations.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance of Mill’s
Utilitarianism

Mill’s Utilitarianism continues to be a foundational text in ethical theory, influencing various
domains:

Impact on Ethical Theory

- Reinforced the importance of consequentialism.
- Introduced a nuanced view that respects moral qualities and human dignity.

Influence on Public Policy and Law

- Utilitarian principles underpin many modern debates on social welfare, economic policies, and
legal reforms.

- The focus on maximizing well-being informs utilitarian approaches to healthcare, education, and
environmental policy.

Debates in Moral Philosophy

- Contemporary ethicists grapple with issues of measurement, rights, and justice within utilitarian
frameworks.

- Mill’s emphasis on qualitative pleasures continues to inspire discussions on human flourishing and
moral development.



Criticisms and Alternatives

- Critics have proposed deontological, virtue ethics, and rights-based alternatives, challenging
utilitarian dominance.
- Nonetheless, Mill’s Utilitarianism remains a vital reference point for ongoing ethical inquiry.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of John Stuart
Mill’s Utilitarianism

John Stuart Mill’s Utilitarianism stands as a landmark achievement in moral philosophy, blending
utilitarian principles with a sophisticated appreciation of human nature, morality, and justice. Its
emphasis on qualitative pleasures, moral integrity, and the importance of individual rights has made
it a resilient and adaptable framework, capable of addressing modern ethical dilemmas.

While criticisms persist—particularly concerning the measurement of happiness and the potential
risks of consequentialism—Mill’s work continues to inspire and challenge ethicists, policymakers,
and thinkers. Its call for a morality rooted in human well-being, enriched by moral sentiment and
intellectual development, remains compelling and relevant in a rapidly changing world.

In sum, Mill’s Utilitarianism exemplifies a philosophical pursuit of a just, happy society—one that
recognizes the complexity of human values while striving for the greatest good for the greatest
number. Its investigation not only deepens our understanding of utilitarian thought but also invites
ongoing reflection on how best to promote human flourishing.
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john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism John Stuart Mill, 1871

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism John Stuart Mill, 1870 Utilitarianism,
by John Stuart Mill, is an essay written to provide support for the value of utilitarianism as a moral
theory, and to respond to misconceptions about it. Mill defines utilitarianism as a theory based on
the principle that actions are right in proportion as they tend to promote happiness, wrong as they
tend to produce the reverse of happiness. Mill defines happiness as pleasure and the absence of
pain. He argues that pleasure can differ in quality and quantity, and that pleasures that are rooted in
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one's higher faculties should be weighted more heavily than baser pleasures. Furthermore, Mill
argues that people's achievement of goals and ends, such as virtuous living, should be counted as
part of their happiness.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism John Stuart Mill, 2009-05-01
Utilitarianism is philosopher John Stuart Mill's defense and advocacy of utilitarian ethics. First
appearing in three magazine articles, this essay was first gathered into a single book in 1863. While
Mill discusses utilitarian ethical principles in some of his other writings such as On Liberty and The
Subjection of Women, Utilitarianism is Mill's only major discussion of the theory's fundamental
grounds.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: On Liberty, Utilitarianism and Other Essays John
Stuart Mill, 2015-07-09 'it is only the cultivation of individuality which produces, or can produce,
well developed human beings' Mill's four essays, 'On Liberty', 'Utilitarianism', 'Considerations on
Representative Government', and 'The Subjection of Women' examine the most central issues that
face liberal democratic regimes - whether in the nineteenth century or the twenty-first. They have
formed the basis for many of the political institutions of the West since the late nineteenth century,
tackling as they do the appropriate grounds for protecting individual liberty, the basic principles of
ethics, the benefits and the costs of representative institutions, and the central importance of gender
equality in society. These essays are central to the liberal tradition, but their interpretation and how
we should understand their connection with each other are both contentious. In their introduction
Mark Philp and Frederick Rosen set the essays in the context of Mill's other works, and argue that
his conviction in the importance of the development of human character in its full diversity provides
the core to his liberalism and to any defensible account of the value of liberalism to the modern
world. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the
widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's
commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable
features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text,
up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: On Liberty and Utilitarianism John Stuart Mill,
2008-04-29 These two essays by John Stuart Mill, England's greatest nineteenth-century
philosopher, are the fruit of six hundred years of progressive thought about individual rights and the
responsibilities of society. Together they provide the moral and theoretical justification for liberal
democracy as we know it, and their incalculable influence on modern history testifies not only to the
force of their arguments, but also to the power ideas can have over human affairs.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism - Ed. Heydt John Stuart Mill,
2010-08-06 John Stuart Mill’s Utilitarianism is a philosophical defense of utilitarianism, a moral
theory stating that right actions are those that tend to promote overall happiness. The essay first
appeared as a series of articles published in Fraser’s Magazine in 1861; the articles were collected
and reprinted as a single book in 1863. Mill discusses utilitarianism in some of his other works,
including On Liberty and The Subjection of Women, but Utilitarianism contains his only sustained
defence of the theory. In this Broadview Edition, Colin Heydt provides a substantial introduction that
will enable readers to understand better the polemical context for Utilitarianism. Heydt shows, for
example, how Mill’s moral philosophy grew out of political engagement, rather than exclusively out
of a speculative interest in determining the nature of morality. Appendices include precedents to
Mill’s work, reactions to Utilitarianism, and related writings by Mill.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism John Stuart Mill, Geraint Williams,
1993 Part of the Everyman series which has been re-set with wide margins for notes and
easy-to-read type. Each title includes a themed introduction by leading authorities on the subject,
life-and-times chronology of the author, text summaries, annotated reading lists and selected
criticism and notes.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism and Other Essays Jeremy Bentham,
John Stuart Mill, 2004-02-05 One of the most important nineteenth-century schools of thought,



Utilitarianism propounds the view that the value or rightness of an action rests in how well it
promotes the welfare of those affected by it, aiming for 'the greatest happiness of the greatest
number'. Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) was the movement's founder, as much a social reformer as a
philosopher. His greatest interpreter, John Stuart Mill (1806-73), set out to humanize Bentham's
pragmatic Utilitarianism by balancing the claims of reason and the imagination, individuality and
social well-being in essays such as 'Bentham', 'Coleridge’ and, above all, Utilitarianism. The works by
Bentham and Mill collected in this volume show the creation and development of a system of ethics
that has had an enduring influence on moral philosophy and legislative policy.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism John Stuart Mill, 2007-02-02 How do
we decide what is good and what is bad? According to the ethical theory of Utilitarianism, to do good
is to always perform that act, of those available, that will bring the most happiness or the least
unhappiness. By far the most widely read introduction to this theory, John Stuart Mill's
Utilitarianism is one of the most important and controversial works of moral philosophy ever written.
In this major contribution to ethical history, Mill's treatise defends the view that all human action
should produce the greatest happiness overall, and that happiness itself is made up of higher
pleasures, such as the cultural, intellectual, and spiritual, and lower pleasures, such as the physical.
The relationship of utilitarian theory to other ethical systems, and powerful arguments in its
favor—especially when concerning justice—are brilliantly discussed. How do we weigh options to
maximize happiness for self and for those around us? From common-day dilemmas to large-scale
social decisions, this exposition remains as relevant today as it was to intellectual and moral
dilemmas of the nineteenth century.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism John Stuart Mill, 2019-09-28 John
Stuart Mill's book Utilitarianism is a philosophical defense of utilitarianism in ethics. The essay first
appeared as a series of three articles published in Fraser's Magazine in 1861; the articles were
collected and reprinted as a single book in 1863. It went through four editions during Mill's lifetime
with minor additions and revisions.Although Mill includes discussions of utilitarian ethical principles
in other works such as On Liberty and The Subjection of Women, Utilitarianism contains Mill's only
major discussion of the fundamental grounds for utilitarian ethical theory.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: The Basic Writings of John Stuart Mill John Stuart
Mill, 2010-11-10 The writings of John Stuart Mill have become the cornerstone of political liberalism.
Collected for the first time in this volume are Mill’s three seminal and most widely read works: On
Liberty, The Subjection of Women, and Utilitarianism. A brilliant defense of individual rights versus
the power of the state, On Liberty is essential reading for anyone interested in political thought and
theory. As Bertrand Russell reflected, “On Liberty remains a classic . . . the present world would be
better than it is, if [Mill’s] principles were more respected.” This Modern Library Paperback Classics
edition includes newly commissioned endnotes and commentary by Dale E. Miller, and an index.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism and On Liberty John Stuart Mill,
2003-03-07 Including three of his most famous and important essays, Utilitarianism, On Liberty, and
Essay on Bentham, along with formative selections from Jeremy Bentham and John Austin, this
volume provides a uniquely perspicuous view of Mill's ethical and political thought. Contains Mill's
most famous and influential works, Utilitarianism and On Liberty as well as his important Essay on
Bentham. Uses the 1871 edition of Utilitarianism, the last to be published in Mill's lifetime. Includes
selections from Bentham and John Austin, the two thinkers who most influenced Mill. Introduction
written by Mary Warnock, a highly respected figure in 20th-century ethics in her own right. Provides
an extensive, up-to-date bibliography with the best scholarship on Mill, Bentham and Utilitarianism.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism John Stuart John Stuart Mill,
2017-02-18 How is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography included Unabridged (100%
Original content) Formatted for e-reader Illustrated About Utilitarianism by John Stuart Mill John
Stuart Mill's book Utilitarianism is a classic exposition and defence of utilitarianism in ethics. The
book first appeared as a series of three articles published in Fraser's Magazine in 1861; the articles
were collected and reprinted as a single book in 1863.Mill's aim in the book is to explain what



utilitarianism is, to show why it is the best theory of ethics, and to defend it against a wide range of
criticisms and misunderstandings. Though heavily criticized both in Mill's lifetime and in the years
since, Utilitarianism did a great deal to popularize utilitarian ethics and was the most influential
philosophical articulation of a liberal humanistic morality that was produced in the nineteenth
century. Mill took many elements of his version of utilitarianism from Jeremy Bentham, the great
nineteenth-century legal reformer, who along with William Paley were the two most influential
English utilitarians prior to Mill. Like Bentham, Mill believed that happiness (or pleasure, which
both Bentham and Mill equated with happiness) was the only thing humans do and should desire for
its own sake. Since happiness is the only intrinsic good, and since more happiness is preferable to
less, the goal of the ethical life is to maximize happiness. This is what Bentham and Mill call the
principle of utility or the greatest-happiness principle. Both Bentham and Mill thus endorse classical
or hedonistic forms of utilitarianism. More recent utilitarians often deny that happiness is the sole
intrinsic good, arguing that a variety of values and consequences should be considered in ethical
decision making. Although Mill agreed with Bentham about many of the foundational principles of
ethics, he also had some major disagreements. In particular, Mill tried to develop a more refined
form of utilitarianism that would harmonize better with ordinary morality and highlight the
importance in the ethical life of intellectual pleasures, self-development, high ideals of character,
and conventional moral rules. In Chapter 1, titled General Remarks, Mill notes that there has been
little progress in ethics. Since the beginning of philosophy, the same issues have been debated over
and over again, and philosophers continue to disagree sharply over the basic starting points of
ethics. Mill argues that these philosophical disputes have not seriously damaged popular morality,
largely because conventional morality is substantially, though implicitly, utilitarian. He concludes
the chapter by noting that he will not attempt to give a strict proof of the greatest-happiness
principle. Like Bentham, Mill believed that ultimate ends and first principles cannot be
demonstrated, since they lie at the foundation of everything else that we know and believe.
Nevertheless, he claims, [c]onsiderations may be presented capable of determining the intellect,
which amount to something close to a proof of the principle of utility.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism John Stuart Mill, 2022-10-27 This
work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base
of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism (Student Classics) John Stuart Mill,
2015-08-25 John Stuart Mill's book Utilitarianism is a philosophical defense of utilitarianism in
ethics. The essay first appeared as a series of three articles published in Fraser's Magazine in 1861;
the articles were collected and reprinted as a single book in 1863. It went through four editions
during Mill's lifetime with minor additions and revisions. Although Mill includes discussions of
utilitarian ethical principles in other works such as On Liberty and The Subjection of Women,
Utilitarianism contains Mill's only major discussion of the fundamental grounds for utilitarian ethical
theory.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism John Stuart Mill, 2017-03-13 John
Stuart Mill's book Utilitarianism is a philosophical defense of utilitarianism in ethics. The essay first
appeared as a series of three articles published in Fraser's Magazine in 1861; the articles were
collected and reprinted as a single book in 1863. It went through four editions during Mill's lifetime
with minor additions and revisions. Although Mill includes discussions of utilitarian ethical principles
in other works such as On Liberty and The Subjection of Women, Utilitarianism contains Mill's only
major discussion of the fundamental grounds for utilitarian ethical theory.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism EasyRead Edition John Stuart Mill,



2006-10 Utilitarianism, the best known branch of consequentialist ethics, was popularized by Jeremy
Bentham and John Stuart Mill in the 18th and 19th centuries. This book maintains that ethics
primarily depend on the consequences of one's behavior rather that the values one holds. Thus
values are ethical insofar as these values produce desirable outcomes.

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism by John Stuart Mill John Stuart Mill,
2018-04-19 Utilitarianism by John Stuart Mill

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: The Collected Works of John Stuart Mill John Stuart
Mill, 2017-08-26 This carefully edited collection is formatted for your eReader with a functional and
detailed table of contents. John Stuart Mill (1806-1873) was an English philosopher, political
economist and civil servant. John Stuart Mill is considered to be one of the most influential thinkers
in the history of liberalism and feminism, who contributed greatly to social theory, political theory
and political economy. Contents: The Autobiography Utilitarianism The Subjection of Women On
Liberty Principles of Political Economy A System Of Logic, Ratiocinative And Inductive Auguste
Comte and Positivism Three Essays on Religion Considerations on Representative Government
England and Ireland Essays on Some Unsettled Questions of Political Economy Inaugural Address
Delivered to the University of St. Andrews Memorandum of the Improvements in the Administration
of India During the Last Thirty Years Remarks on Bentham's Philosophy Socialism Speech In Favor
of Capital Punishment The Contest in America The Slave Power Thoughts on Parliamentary Reform
A Few Words on Non-Intervention

john stuart mill book on utilitarianism: Utilitarianism (Annotated) John Stuart Mill,
2017-01-25 Utilitarianism is a classic exposition and defense of utilitarianism in ethics. Written by
political economist and civil servant John Stuart Mill, the essay first appeared as a series of three
articles published in Fraser's Magazine in 1861; the articles were collected and reprinted as a single
book in 1863. The essay provides support for the value of utilitarianism as a moral theory and
defends it against a wide range of criticisms and misunderstandings. Though heavily criticized both
in Mill's lifetime and in the years since, Utilitarianism has been credited with popularizing utilitarian
ethics and is considered the most influential philosophical articulation of a liberal humanistic
morality that was produced in the nineteenth century.
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