
hummel figurines uk prices

hummel figurines uk prices have become a topic of interest among collectors
and enthusiasts across the United Kingdom. These charming porcelain
figurines, originally created by the German artist Franz Gustav Hummel, have
gained worldwide popularity for their intricate craftsmanship and nostalgic
appeal. Whether you're a seasoned collector or a newcomer looking to start
your Hummel collection, understanding the pricing landscape in the UK is
essential for making informed purchasing decisions. This comprehensive guide
will explore the factors influencing Hummel figurines prices in the UK,
provide insights into current market values, and offer tips on authenticating
and valuing these collectible items.

Understanding Hummel Figurines

What Are Hummel Figurines?
Hummel figurines are decorative porcelain statues inspired by the drawings of
Sister Maria Innocentia Hummel, a Bavarian nun and artist. Created by the
Wilhelm Sanke publishing company in Germany, these figurines depict children
and sometimes animals or everyday scenes with a charming, nostalgic style.
Since their inception in the 1930s, Hummel figurines have become highly
collectible, appreciated for their fine craftsmanship and historical
significance.

The History and Popularity of Hummel Figurines
Initially produced for German markets, Hummel figurines gained international
fame during the mid-20th century, especially in the United States and the UK.
Their popularity surged due to their association with World War II soldiers,
who brought back these collectibles as souvenirs. Over the decades, Hummel
figurines have become a staple in the collectibles market, with some rare
pieces fetching impressive prices.

Factors Influencing Hummel Figurines Prices in
the UK

Understanding what affects the value of Hummel figurines is crucial for
buyers and sellers alike. Several factors contribute to the pricing
variations in the UK market:

1. Age and Rarity
Older and rarer Hummel figurines tend to command higher prices. Limited
editions, discontinued models, or those produced during specific periods can
significantly influence value. For example, early pre-1970s figurines are
often more sought after than later reproductions.



2. Condition and Completeness
Condition plays a vital role in valuation:

Mint Condition: No chips, cracks, or repairs.

Damage: Chips, cracks, or restoration can decrease value.

Original Packaging: Presence of boxes and certificates can increase
desirability and value.

3. Markings and Authenticity
Authentic Hummel figurines bear specific markings, including the "Hummel"
signature, the TMK (Trademark Material Kraft) number, and other identifiers.
Reproductions or counterfeit pieces are less valuable and can be
distinguished through careful inspection.

4. Size and Design
Larger figurines or those with intricate details may fetch higher prices.
Limited edition or special themed designs can also impact value.

5. Market Trends and Demand
Market demand fluctuates based on collector interest, economic factors, and
trends in the collectibles community. Popular themes or series may see price
spikes.

Current Market Prices for Hummel Figurines in
the UK

Prices for Hummel figurines in the UK vary widely depending on the factors
discussed. Here's a general overview of current market values:

1. Common and Modern Figurines
These are typically produced post-1980s and are widely available. Their
prices generally range from:

£20 to £60 for standard, small-sized figurines.

£60 to £150 for larger or more detailed pieces.

2. Vintage and Rare Pieces
Older figurines, especially those from the 1930s to 1950s, can command



significantly higher prices:

£150 to £300 for sought-after early models.

£300 to over £1,000 for rare, highly collectible pieces, especially in
excellent condition.

3. Limited Editions and Special Collections
Limited edition Hummel figurines, often released in small quantities or
commemorative series, have prices ranging from:

£200 to £500 for recent limited editions.

£1,000+ for vintage or historically significant editions with
provenance.

Where to Buy Hummel Figurines in the UK

Finding authentic Hummel figurines at fair prices involves knowing where to
shop. Options include:

1. Antique Shops and Collectible Stores
Specialist stores often stock vintage and rare pieces. Prices here can be
higher but come with assurances of authenticity.

2. Online Marketplaces
Platforms like eBay, Etsy, and dedicated collectibles sites offer a wide
range of Hummel figurines. When shopping online:

Check seller ratings and reviews.

Request detailed photos and provenance information.

Be cautious of counterfeit or reproduction items.

3. Auctions
Auction houses frequently feature Hummel figurines, especially vintage or
rare items. Bidding can sometimes lead to good deals, but knowing the
estimated value helps avoid overpaying.



Authenticating and Valuing Hummel Figurines

To ensure you're buying or selling authentic and accurately valued Hummel
figurines, consider the following:

1. Examine Markings and Labels
Authentic pieces should have:

The "Hummel" signature on the base.

TMK numbers (ranging from TMK-1 to TMK-10), indicating production
periods.

Additional markings like the model number and artist's signature.

2. Assess Condition
Use a soft magnifier to check for:

Fine hairline cracks.

Chips or repairs.

Original paint and glaze quality.

3. Consult Price Guides and Appraisal Experts
Several collectors' guides and professional appraisers can provide accurate
valuations. Online forums and collector groups can also be valuable
resources.

Tips for Collecting Hummel Figurines in the UK

If you're looking to expand your collection or start one, keep these tips in
mind:

1. Educate Yourself
Learn about different series, editions, and markings to identify valuable
pieces.

2. Set a Budget
Prices can vary widely; establish a budget to avoid overspending.



3. Focus on Condition and Authenticity
Prioritize purchasing items in good condition and verified authentic.

4. Join Collector Clubs and Forums
Networking with other collectors offers insights, trading opportunities, and
access to rare items.

5. Be Patient and Persistent
Finding the right piece at the right price can take time, especially for rare
collectibles.

Conclusion

Understanding the landscape of Hummel figurines UK prices is essential for
both buyers and sellers aiming to make informed decisions. The value of these
charming collectibles depends on a variety of factors, including age, rarity,
condition, and authenticity. Whether you're interested in acquiring a vintage
piece worth hundreds or a modern figurine suitable for everyday display,
knowledge about current market trends and proper valuation techniques will
help you build a meaningful collection or make smart purchases. By leveraging
trusted sources, verifying authenticity, and staying informed about market
fluctuations, collectors in the UK can enjoy the timeless appeal of Hummel
figurines while making financially sound decisions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the current average prices for Hummel
figurines in the UK?

In the UK, Hummel figurines typically range from £20 to £200 depending on
their rarity, age, and condition.

Are vintage Hummel figurines more valuable than newer
ones in the UK?

Yes, vintage Hummel figurines generally tend to be more valuable, especially
if they are in excellent condition and include original packaging.

Where can I find the most accurate prices for Hummel
figurines in the UK?

You can check online auction sites like eBay, specialized collectible shops,
and price guides to get an accurate idea of Hummel figurine prices in the UK.



How do I determine the value of a Hummel figurine I
own in the UK?

Evaluate its condition, rarity, age, and whether it has original markings or
packaging. Consulting recent sales and a professional appraiser can also help
determine its value.

Are limited edition Hummel figurines more expensive
in the UK?

Yes, limited edition Hummel figurines are usually more sought after and can
command higher prices in the UK market.

Do Hummel figurine prices fluctuate over time in the
UK?

Yes, prices can fluctuate based on demand, rarity, and market trends, so it's
advisable to monitor current listings regularly.

Can I get a good deal on Hummel figurines in the UK
during auctions?

Auctions can sometimes offer good deals, especially if the figurines are
undervalued or in good condition, but prices can also go higher depending on
competition.

Are there specific Hummel figurines that are more
valuable in the UK?

Yes, rare editions, limited runs, and those depicting popular characters tend
to be more valuable among collectors in the UK.

How much do Hummel figurines typically sell for on UK
online marketplaces?

Prices on UK online marketplaces like eBay vary widely but generally range
from about £20 for common pieces to over £300 for rare or vintage items.

Is it worth investing in Hummel figurines for price
appreciation in the UK?

While some rare and vintage Hummel figurines can appreciate in value,
investing in collectibles carries risks, so thorough research and expert
advice are recommended.

Additional Resources
hummel figurines uk prices have long been a topic of interest among
collectors, enthusiasts, and casual buyers alike. These charming, handcrafted
porcelain figures, originating from Germany, have carved out a significant
niche in the collectibles market, particularly in the UK. Understanding the



nuances of pricing—what influences value, how to identify authentic pieces,
and where to find the best deals—is essential for anyone looking to invest in
or expand their Hummel collection. This comprehensive guide aims to shed
light on the factors that determine Hummel figurines UK prices, explore the
current market landscape, and provide practical advice for buyers and
collectors.

---

Introduction to Hummel Figurines: Origins and
Significance

Before delving into pricing specifics, it’s important to understand what
makes Hummel figurines unique. Created based on the drawings of Sister Maria
Innocentia Hummel, these figures depict children and pastoral scenes,
capturing innocence and nostalgia. Since their inception in the 1930s, they
have become iconic collectibles worldwide, including a substantial market in
the UK.

Key Points:
- Manufactured by the W. Goebel Porzellanfabrik in Germany.
- Known for high-quality craftsmanship, hand-painted details, and distinctive
style.
- Produced in limited editions, with some rare pieces commanding high prices.
- Recognized by collectors for their historical and artistic value.

---

Factors Influencing Hummel Figurines UK Prices

The pricing of Hummel figurines in the UK is influenced by a variety of
factors, ranging from authenticity and rarity to condition and provenance.
Understanding these elements is crucial for evaluating value.

1. Authenticity and Licensing

Authentic Hummel figurines are produced under strict licensing agreements
with the W. Goebel company. Counterfeit or reproduction pieces can
significantly affect market prices.

- Authentic vs. Reproduction: Genuine Hummels bear the Goebel mark, often
with a copyright date, and sometimes a trademark logo.
- Impact on Price: Authentic pieces tend to fetch higher prices, especially
if they are rare or in excellent condition.

2. Age and Rarity

Older and limited-edition Hummels tend to be more valuable.

- Vintage vs. Modern: Vintage figures (pre-1970s) generally command higher



prices due to scarcity.
- Limited Editions: Special releases or discontinued models are sought after,
often with premium pricing.

3. Condition and Completeness

Condition is paramount in valuation.

- Mint Condition: No chips, cracks, or repairs increases value.
- Restoration: Restored pieces might be priced lower unless professionally
restored.
- Complete Sets: Sets or series can be more desirable and fetch higher prices
than individual figures.

4. Size and Complexity

Larger or more intricate figurines typically cost more.

- Size: Larger figures require more material and craftsmanship.
- Detailing: Hand-painted details and complex designs increase manufacturing
costs and value.

5. Provenance and Documentation

Having certificates of authenticity, provenance records, or original
packaging can enhance value.

---

The Current Market Landscape in the UK

The UK market for Hummel figurines is vibrant, with a diverse range of
sources from antique dealers to online marketplaces. Recent trends reveal
shifts in pricing influenced by collector interest, economic factors, and
availability.

Online Marketplaces and Auction Sites

Platforms like eBay, Catawiki, and specialist auction houses offer a broad
spectrum of Hummel figurines.

- eBay: The most accessible platform, with prices varying widely based on
seller reputation and the figurine’s specifics.
- Auction Houses: Offer rare and valuable pieces, often with detailed
cataloging and appraisal services.

Market Trends:
- Increased interest in vintage and rare pieces has driven up prices.



- The COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent economic shifts impacted supply and
demand, leading to fluctuations.

Pricing Range Overview

Based on recent market data, typical UK prices for Hummel figurines are as
follows:

| Price Range | Description | Examples |
|--------------|------------------------------------------------------|------
---------------------------------------------|
| £20 - £50 | Common, newer, or smaller figurines, mass-produced | Recent
releases, common standard figures |
| £50 - £150 | Vintage or mid-range pieces, in good condition | 1960s-1980s
figures, popular models |
| £150 - £500 | Rare, limited editions, larger size, pristine condition |
Discontinued models, rare collectibles |
| Over £500 | Exceptional, antique, or highly sought-after pieces | Early
20th-century figures, unique or signed editions |

Note: Prices can vary based on seller, condition, and market demand.

---

Popular Hummel Figurines in the UK and Their
Price Points

Certain figures are more popular among UK collectors, influencing their
market prices.

1. Classic and Iconic Figures

- "Waiting" (No. 53): Often considered a symbol of patience, this piece is
highly collectible.
- Typical Price: £100 - £250
- "Looking for Mother" (No. 5): A sentimental piece, often valued around £150
- £300.
- "Strawberry Girl" (No. 76): Popular among children’s series, priced around
£80 - £200.

2. Limited Edition and Rarity

Limited editions, often released in small quantities, command premium prices.

- Example: A limited run of "Angel with Doves" may sell for over £500.
- Market Impact: Scarcity drives value, especially if the piece is in
pristine condition with certificates.



3. Antique and Vintage Pieces

Early 20th-century Hummels can be particularly valuable.

- Vintage "Little Fisher Boy": Could be worth £300 or more.
- Condition Consideration: Cracks or chips drastically reduce value; intact
pieces in original packaging fetch the highest prices.

---

Where to Buy and Sell Hummel Figurines in the
UK

Understanding the channels for acquiring or selling Hummel figurines can
influence the final price and ensure authenticity.

1. Specialist Antique Shops and Galleries

- Offer verified pieces, often with appraisal services.
- Usually pricier but provide peace of mind regarding authenticity.

2. Online Marketplaces

- eBay remains the most popular, with buyer protections in place.
- Be vigilant about seller reputation and detailed descriptions.

3. Auctions and Collectors’ Fairs

- Ideal for rare or high-value pieces.
- Can sometimes fetch higher prices due to competitive bidding.

4. Private Sales and Estate Auctions

- May offer good deals, especially if the seller is motivated.
- Require careful verification of authenticity.

---

Valuation and Appraisal Tips for UK Collectors

For collectors or sellers, accurate valuation is key.

Tips include:
- Consulting with reputable appraisers familiar with Hummel collectibles.



- Comparing prices on recent sales of similar items.
- Ensuring authentic documentation accompanies the piece.
- Considering condition, rarity, and provenance in valuation.

---

Conclusion: Navigating Hummel Figurines UK
Prices

The market for Hummel figurines in the UK is dynamic, shaped by factors like
authenticity, rarity, condition, and collector demand. While common figures
can be affordable for casual buyers, rare vintage and limited editions can
reach impressive prices, sometimes exceeding thousands of pounds. For buyers,
vigilance in verifying authenticity and condition is essential to ensure
value for money. Meanwhile, sellers can maximize returns by understanding
market trends, leveraging reputable sales channels, and providing detailed
provenance.

Ultimately, Hummel figurines remain a charming and enduring collectible, with
prices reflecting their artistic craftsmanship, historical significance, and
collector interest. Whether you're a seasoned collector or a casual admirer,
staying informed about market nuances will enhance your appreciation and
investment in these beloved porcelain figures.

---

Disclaimer: Market prices are subject to fluctuation based on market
conditions, collector interest, and economic factors. Always conduct thorough
research and seek professional advice when buying or selling valuable
collectibles.
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Jean McClelland: Hummel figurines still strike chord with collectors (The Herald-Dispatch8y)
Franz Goebel began the German porcelain firm that was eventually responsible for the guileless and
ever popular Hummel series. Little did Goebel know in 1876 what a sensation his great-grandson
and a
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