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History of the Urdu

The history of the Urdu language is a rich tapestry woven through centuries of cultural exchange, political
change, and literary evolution. As a language that embodies the diverse heritage of South Asia, Urdu has
played a significant role in shaping the literary, cultural, and social fabric of the region. Understanding its
origins, development, and influence requires exploring its ancient roots, the medieval period, and the modern era.
This comprehensive overview delves into the history of Urdu, tracing its journey from ancient dialects to a
language celebrated worldwide today.

Origins and Roots of Urdu

Early Linguistic Foundations
The roots of Urdu can be traced back to the Indo-Aryan language family, particularly the dialects spoken in
Northern India and the Punjab region. Its development was influenced by several languages and cultures,
including:

Sanskrit: the classical language of India, contributing to vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Prakrit and Apabhramsa: early Middle Indo-Aryan languages that influenced regional dialects.

Persian: brought into the Indian subcontinent by Persian rulers, significantly shaping Urdu’s vocabulary
and script.

Arabic: through Islamic influence, adding religious and literary terms.

Emergence of the Term 'Urdu'
The word "Urdu" itself derives from the Turkish word "ordu," meaning "army" or "camp," reflecting its origins
as a language spoken by soldiers and travelers. It was initially called "Zaban-e-Urdu" (Language of the Army)
or "Rekhta," meaning "mixed language," indicating its diverse linguistic makeup.

Medieval Development of Urdu

Formation as a Distinct Language
During the Delhi Sultanate (13th to 16th centuries) and Mughal Empire, Urdu began taking shape as a distinct
language, blending various linguistic elements:

Military and Trade Influences: The language served as a lingua franca among soldiers, merchants, and1.
administrators.

Literary Patronage: Mughal rulers patronized poets and scholars, fostering the growth of Urdu2.
literature.

Script and Grammar: Urdu adopted the Persian script (Nasta'liq), which became its standard writing3.



system.

Literary Flourishing in the Mughal Era
The Mughal period marked a golden age for Urdu literature, with poets like:

Mir Taqi Mir: renowned for his ghazals and poetic elegance.

Ghalib: whose poetic genius elevated Urdu poetry to new heights.

This era also saw the development of various poetic forms and a burgeoning literary tradition.

Urdu in the Modern Era

Colonial Influence and Standardization
The British colonial period (19th to early 20th century) was pivotal in shaping modern Urdu:

Language Standardization: Efforts were made to codify Urdu grammar and orthography.

Printing and Publishing: The advent of printing technology helped disseminate Urdu literature widely.

Educational Institutions: Urdu became a medium of instruction and a subject of academic study.

Partition and Its Impact
The partition of British India in 1947 significantly affected Urdu’s demographics and cultural landscape:

Pakistan's National Language: Urdu was adopted as the national language of Pakistan, fostering a
sense of unity.

India's Linguistic Diversity: Urdu remained an important language among Muslim communities, especially in
states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Delhi.

Migration and Cultural Exchange: The migration of Urdu-speaking populations enriched the language's
cultural spectrum.

Urdu's Literary and Cultural Significance

Poetry and Prose
Urdu boasts a vibrant literary tradition, with poetry (shayari) and prose playing central roles:

Ghazal: a poetic form expressing love, longing, and philosophical themes.



Novels and Short Stories: writers like Saadat Hasan Manto and Ismat Chughtai expanded Urdu prose
with social realism.

Music and Popular Culture
Urdu has profoundly influenced South Asian music and cinema:

Qawwali and Ghazals: musical genres that showcase Urdu poetry.

Bollywood Films: Urdu words and dialogues are integral to the language’s aesthetic appeal.

Contemporary Status of Urdu

Global Presence and Digital Age
Today, Urdu remains a vital language, with millions of speakers worldwide:

Literature and Publishing: Urdu continues to produce contemporary poets, novelists, and scholars.

Digital Media: Urdu websites, social media, and digital publications have expanded its reach.

Educational Initiatives: Universities and cultural organizations promote Urdu language programs
globally.

Challenges and Future Prospects
Despite its vibrancy, Urdu faces challenges such as:

Declining use among younger generations in some regions.

Competition with English and other regional languages.

Need for modernization and technological integration.

However, ongoing efforts by cultural institutions and writers aim to preserve and promote Urdu’s legacy.

Conclusion
The history of Urdu is a testament to its resilience and adaptability. From its ancient roots as a dialect
influenced by Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic, and Turkish, to its flourishing literary tradition during the Mughal era,
and its modern status as a language of culture, poetry, and identity, Urdu continues to thrive. Its evolution
reflects the complex history of South Asia, embodying the diverse cultural influences that have shaped the
region. As a language that bridges the past and present, Urdu's future remains bright, with ongoing efforts to
preserve its literary richness and cultural significance for generations to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Urdu language?

Urdu originated in the 6th to 13th centuries in North India as a syncretic language combining elements of
Persian, Arabic, Turkic, and local Indic languages, evolving under the influence of Muslim culture and the Delhi
Sultanate.

How did Urdu develop during the Mughal Empire?

During the Mughal Empire, Urdu flourished as a court language and literary medium, blending Persian
vocabulary with local Hindi and Punjabi dialects, becoming a symbol of cultural and literary identity in North
India.

When did Urdu start to be recognized as a distinct language?

Urdu began to be recognized as a distinct language in the 18th century, especially through its literary works
and poetry, differentiating itself from Hindi and other regional languages.

What role did Persian play in the development of Urdu?

Persian was hugely influential in Urdu's development, contributing vocabulary, literary styles, and cultural
elements, as Persian was the court language of the Mughals and significantly shaped Urdu's literary tradition.

How did British colonization impact the Urdu language?

British colonization led to the standardization of Urdu script and the promotion of Urdu education, but also
saw the rise of Hindi in the Devanagari script, eventually leading to linguistic and political divisions that
affected Urdu's development.

What is the significance of Urdu in the partition of India?

Urdu became a linguistic marker of Muslim identity during the partition, leading to its association with
Pakistan, while Hindi gained prominence in India, shaping the cultural and political landscape of the subcontinent.

Who are some notable poets and writers in Urdu history?

Prominent Urdu poets include Mir Taqi Mir, Allama Iqbal, Faiz Ahmed Faiz, and Saadat Hasan Manto, whose
works have profoundly influenced Urdu literature and culture.

How has modern Urdu evolved in the 20th and 21st centuries?

Modern Urdu has expanded beyond classical poetry to include contemporary literature, journalism, and media,
while also adapting to digital platforms, maintaining its cultural relevance in Pakistan, India, and among
diaspora communities.

What is the cultural significance of Urdu today?

Urdu remains a symbol of literary elegance, cultural identity, and artistic expression, especially in Pakistan
and parts of India, with its poetry, music, and literature continuing to influence contemporary arts.



Are there efforts to preserve and promote Urdu globally?

Yes, numerous cultural organizations, universities, and literary societies worldwide actively promote Urdu
language and literature through festivals, translations, and educational programs to ensure its preservation
and global appreciation.

Additional Resources
History of Urdu

Urdu, a language rich in history and culture, has evolved over centuries into one of the most prominent
languages of South Asia. Its intricate blend of linguistic influences and its profound cultural significance make
the history of Urdu a fascinating subject for linguists, historians, and literary enthusiasts alike. Tracing its
origins reveals not only the development of a language but also the story of cultural interactions, political
shifts, and artistic expressions that have shaped the identity of millions.

---

Origins and Early Roots of Urdu

1. The Linguistic Foundations
Urdu's roots can be traced back to the Indo-Aryan language family, particularly the dialects spoken in
northern India. It emerges as a linguistic amalgamation influenced primarily by three major sources:
- Southeastern dialects of Hindi: The early forms of Hindi and related dialects contributed significantly to
vocabulary and syntax.
- Persian: During the Delhi Sultanate and Mughal empire, Persian became the court language, influencing Urdu's
lexicon, especially in administrative, literary, and poetic contexts.
- Arabic: Due to Islamic influence, Arabic contributed religious vocabulary and literary elements.

This confluence of languages created a unique linguistic foundation that would evolve into what we now
recognize as Urdu.

2. The Role of the Delhi Sultanate and Mughal Empire
From the 12th century onward, the Delhi Sultanate and later the Mughal Empire played pivotal roles in
shaping Urdu:
- The establishment of Islamic rule in North India led to Persian becoming the language of administration,
culture, and poetry.
- The interaction between Persian-speaking rulers and local populations fostered a linguistic environment where
local dialects absorbed Persian vocabulary and poetic forms.
- The Mughal court, especially under emperors like Akbar, Jahangir, and Shah Jahan, patronized Persian arts and
literature, creating a fertile ground for the development of a new linguistic identity.

The Emergence of Urdu as a Distinct Language

1. The Term "Urdu" and Its Etymology
The word "Urdu" (����) translates roughly as "camp" or "army" in Turkish, derived from the Turkish word



"ordu." Historically, it referred to the language of the armies or the battlefield, where soldiers from diverse
linguistic backgrounds communicated using a mixture of Hindi, Persian, Arabic, and Turkish elements. Over time,
"Urdu" came to denote the language that developed in the multicultural milieu of North India.

2. The Development of Mughal-Style Literature
By the 16th and 17th centuries:
- Urdu began to flourish as a literary language, especially in poetic forms like ghazal, qasida, and masnavi.
- Poets such as Mir Taqi Mir and Mirza Ghalib elevated Urdu poetry, blending Persian poetic traditions with
local themes.
- Mughal courtly patronage helped standardize Urdu's script (a Persian-derived Nastaliq) and literary
conventions.

3. The Role of Marketplaces and Urban Centers
Urban centers like Delhi, Lucknow, and Lahore became hubs for Urdu:
- These cities fostered vibrant cultural exchanges.
- Urdu literature, theatre, and music thrived amid the bustling markets and courtly circles.
- The language became synonymous with the cultural elite, shaping the identity of North Indian Muslim
communities.

Evolution of Urdu in the Colonial Period

1. British Colonial Impact
The arrival of the British in India in the 18th century brought significant changes:
- The British administration adopted Persian and later English as official languages, but Urdu remained a medium
of communication and literature among Muslim populations.
- The introduction of printing presses and newspapers in Urdu helped widen its reach.

2. The Role in Education and Literature
During British rule:
- Urdu was increasingly used in education, journalism, and literature.
- Writers like Sir Syed Ahmed Khan promoted Urdu as a language of modern education, advocating for its
inclusion in schools and universities.
- The establishment of institutions such as Aligarh Muslim University (founded in 1875) aimed to promote Urdu
language and literature.

3. Literary Movements and Modernization
The 19th and early 20th centuries saw the rise of various literary movements:
- The Progressive Writers' Movement aimed to address social issues through Urdu literature.
- Romanticism, nationalism, and reformist ideas infused Urdu poetry and prose, making it a vehicle for political
expression.

Partition, Language Politics, and Contemporary Urdu



1. The Impact of Partition (1947)
Partition of British India into India and Pakistan drastically affected Urdu:
- In Pakistan, Urdu was declared the national language, symbolizing Muslim identity and unity.
- In India, Urdu faced challenges amid rising nationalism and the promotion of Hindi.
- Many Urdu-speaking communities migrated to Pakistan, further consolidating Urdu's role as a national
language there.

2. Urdu in Pakistan
Post-Partition:
- Urdu was adopted as the lingua franca and the official language of Pakistan.
- The government and cultural institutions promoted Urdu literature, media, and education.
- Prominent poets like Faiz Ahmed Faiz and Allama Iqbal contributed to Urdu's literary prominence.

3. Urdu in India
Despite political challenges:
- Urdu remains an important cultural and literary language in India, especially in states like Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Telangana, and Jammu & Kashmir.
- It is recognized as one of the 22 scheduled languages and is used in literature, music, and media.

4. Challenges and Modern Developments
Today, Urdu faces several challenges:
- Competition from Hindi and English in education and media.
- Decline in traditional patronage and literacy rates in some regions.
- Efforts by cultural organizations and governments aim to preserve and promote Urdu through literature
festivals, digital media, and educational programs.

---

Key Literary Figures and Their Contributions

1. Mir Taqi Mir (1723–1810)
Often called the "God of Urdu poetry," Mir's ghazals explore themes of love, loss, and existential reflection,
establishing Urdu poetry's emotional depth.

2. Mirza Ghalib (1797–1869)
Ghalib's mastery of poetic form and his philosophical insights have made his works timeless, bridging classical
and modern Urdu literature.

3. Allama Iqbal (1877–1938)
Poet-philosopher whose Urdu poetry inspired the Pakistan Movement, emphasizing spiritual awakening and
national identity.



4. Faiz Ahmed Faiz (1911–1984)
A modernist poet whose Urdu poetry intertwined themes of love, revolution, and social justice.

---

Urdu’s Cultural Significance and Global Presence

- Urdu's influence extends beyond Pakistan and India into South Asian diaspora communities worldwide.
- It is an integral part of Bollywood music and cinema, with lyrics often crafted in Urdu's poetic tradition.
- Urdu literature festivals, academic research, and digital archives continue to sustain its vibrancy.

---

Conclusion

The history of Urdu is a testament to cultural synthesis, artistic brilliance, and resilience. From its humble
origins as a lingua franca among militaries and traders to its status as a language of poetry, politics, and
identity, Urdu encapsulates the complex history of South Asia. Its evolution reflects centuries of interaction
among diverse peoples, empires, and ideas. Today, Urdu remains a vital cultural force, symbolizing both
tradition and modernity, and continues to inspire millions around the world. As efforts to preserve and
promote Urdu expand, its rich tapestry of history and literature ensures that it will remain a vital part of
South Asian heritage for generations to come.

History Of The Urdu

  history of the urdu: The History of Urdu Language Mo Asif, 2018-12-23 Urdu language,
member of the Indo-Aryan group within the Indo-European family of languages. Urdu is spoken by
more than 100 million people, predominantly in Pakistan and India. It is the official state language of
Pakistan and is also officially recognized, or scheduled, in the constitution of India. Significant
speech communities exist in the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, and the United States
as well. Notably, Urdu and Hindi are mutually intelligible.Urdu developed in the 12th century CE
from the regional Apabhramsha of northwestern India, serving as a linguistic modus vivendi after
the Muslim conquest. Its first major poet was Amir Khosrow (1253-1325), who composed Dohas
(couplets), folk songs, and riddles in the newly formed speech, then called Hindvi. This mixed speech
was variously called Hindvi, Zaban-e-Hind, Hindi, Zaban-e-Delhi, Rekhta, Gujari, Dakkhani,
Zaban-e-Urdu-e-Mualla, Zaban-e-Urdu, or just Urdu, literally 'the language of the camp.' Major Urdu
writers continued to refer to it as Hindi or Hindvi until the beginning of the 19th century, although
there is evidence that it was called Hindustani in the late 17th century (Hindustani now refers to a
simplified speech form that is India's largest lingua franca).Urdu is closely related to Hindi, a
language that originated and developed in the Indian subcontinent. They share the same Indic base
and are so similar in phonology and grammar that they appear to be one language. In terms of
lexicon, however, they have borrowed extensively from different sources--Urdu from Arabic and
Persian, Hindi from Sanskrit--so they are usually treated as independent languages. Their distinction
is most marked in terms of writing systems: Urdu uses a modified form of Perso-Arabic script, while
Hindi uses Devanagari.
  history of the urdu: A History of Urdu Literature Ram Babu Saksena, 1940

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-024/history-of-the-urdu.pdf


  history of the urdu: A History of Urdu Literature Mohammed Sadiq, 1984
  history of the urdu: A History of Urdu Literature Thomas Grahame Bailey, 1932
  history of the urdu: Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World , 2010-04-06
Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World is an authoritative single-volume reference
resource comprehensively describing the major languages and language families of the world. It will
provide full descriptions of the phonology, semantics, morphology, and syntax of the world's major
languages, giving insights into their structure, history and development, sounds, meaning, structure,
and language family, thereby both highlighting their diversity for comparative study, and
contextualizing them according to their genetic relationships and regional distribution.Based on the
highly acclaimed and award-winning Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics, this volume will
provide an edited collection of almost 400 articles throughout which a representative subset of the
world's major languages are unfolded and explained in up-to-date terminology and authoritative
interpretation, by the leading scholars in linguistics. In highlighting the diversity of the world's
languages — from the thriving to the endangered and extinct — this work will be the first point of
call to any language expert interested in this huge area. No other single volume will match the
extent of language coverage or the authority of the contributors of Concise Encyclopedia of
Languages of the World. - Extraordinary breadth of coverage: a comprehensive selection of just
under 400 articles covering the world's major languages, language families, and classification
structures, issues and dispute - Peerless quality: based on 20 years of academic development on two
editions of the leading reference resource in linguistics, Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics -
Unique authorship: 350 of the world's leading experts brought together for one purpose -
Exceptional editorial selection, review and validation process: Keith Brown and Sarah Ogilvie act as
first-tier guarantors for article quality and coverage - Compact and affordable: one-volume format
makes this suitable for personal study at any institution interested in areal, descriptive, or
comparative language study - and at a fraction of the cost of the full encyclopedia
  history of the urdu: Literary Cultures in History Sheldon Pollock, 2003-05-19 A grand
synthesis of unprecedented scope, Literary Cultures in History is the first comprehensive history of
the rich literary traditions of South Asia. Together these traditions are unmatched in their
combination of antiquity, continuity, and multicultural complexity, and are a unique resource for
understanding the development of language and imagination over time. In this unparalleled volume,
an international team of renowned scholars considers fifteen South Asian literary
traditions—including Hindi, Indian-English, Persian, Sanskrit, Tibetan, and Urdu—in their full
historical and cultural variety. The volume is united by a twofold theoretical aim: to understand
South Asia by looking at it through the lens of its literary cultures and to rethink the practice of
literary history by incorporating non-Western categories and processes. The questions these
seventeen essays ask are accordingly broad, ranging from the character of cosmopolitan and
vernacular traditions to the impact of colonialism and independence, indigenous literary and
aesthetic theory, and modes of performance. A sophisticated assimilation of perspectives from
experts in anthropology, political science, history, literary studies, and religion, the book makes a
landmark contribution to historical cultural studies and to literary theory in addition to the new
perspectives it offers on what literature has meant in South Asia. (Available in South Asia from
Oxford University Press--India)
  history of the urdu: A History of Urdu Literature , 2013
  history of the urdu: The Calendar University of Madras, 1924
  history of the urdu: Speaking Like a State Alyssa Ayres, 2009-07-23 This text examines
language and culture's importance to political legitimacy using the example of Pakistan, in
comparison with India and Indonesia.
  history of the urdu: American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences 32:1 MD. Mahmudul Hasan,
Ali Paya, Rebecca Masterton, Gubara Said Hassan and Jabal M. Buaben , Jibreel Delgado, Sajjad
Rizvi, Mourad Laabdi, Sophia R. Arjana, Katherine Bullock, Maha Nassar, Megan Brankley Abbas,
Emad Hamdeh , Francesco Chiabotti , Tammy Gaber , Samad Alavi, Muhammad Haron, Jay



Willoughby , 2015-11-17 The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences (AJISS), established in
1984, is a quarterly, double blind peer-reviewed and interdisciplinary journal, published by the
International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT), and distributed worldwide. The journal showcases a
wide variety of scholarly research on all facets of Islam and the Muslim world including subjects
such as anthropology, history, philosophy and metaphysics, politics, psychology, religious law, and
traditional Islam.
  history of the urdu: Shared Idioms, Sacred Symbols, and the Articulation of Identities in South
Asia Kelly Pemberton, Michael Nijhawan, 2009-01-13 How do text, performance, and rhetoric
simultaneously reflect and challenge notions of distinct community and religious identities? This
volume examines evidence of shared idioms of sanctity within a larger framework of religious
nationalism, literary productions, and communalism in South Asia. Contributors to this volume are
particularly interested in how alternative forms of belonging and religious imaginations in South
Asia are articulated in the light of normative, authoritative, and exclusive claims upon the
representation of identities. Building upon new and extensive historiographical and ethnographical
data, the book challenges clear-cut categorizations of group identity and points to the complex
historical and contemporary relationships between different groups, organizations, in part by
investigating the discursive formations that are often subsumed under binary distinctions of
dominant/subaltern, Hindu/Muslim or orthodox/heterodox. In this respect, the book offers a
theoretical contribution beyond South Asia Studies by highlighting a need for a new interdisciplinary
effort in rethinking notions of identity, ethnicity, and religion.
  history of the urdu: Hidden Histories of Pakistan Sarah Fatima Waheed, 2022-01-20
Examines the role of progressive Muslim intellectuals in the Pakistan movement through the lens of
censorship.
  history of the urdu: The Social Space of Language Farina Mir, 2010 poetics of belonging in the
region. --Book Jacket.
  history of the urdu: The Moslem World , 1929
  history of the urdu: A Catalogue of the Library of the Hon. East-India Company East
India Company, 1851
  history of the urdu: Statelessness and Citizenship Victoria Redclift, 2013-06-26 What does
it mean to be a citizen? In depth research with a stateless population in Bangladesh has revealed
that, despite liberal theory’s reductive vision, the limits of political community are not set in stone.
The Urdu-speaking population in Bangladesh exemplify some of the key problems facing uprooted
populations and their experience provides insights into the long term unintended consequences of
major historical events. Set in a site of camp and non-camp based displacement, it illustrates the
nuances of political identity and lived spaces of statelessness that Western political theory has too
long hidden from view. Using Bangladesh as a case study, Statelessness and Citizenship: Camps and
the creation of political space argues that the crude binary oppositions of statelessness and
citizenship are no longer relevant. Access to and understandings of citizenship are not just jurally
but socially, spatially and temporally produced. Unpicking Agamben’s distinction between ‘political
beings’ and ‘bare life’, the book considers experiences of citizenship through the camp as a social
form. The camps of Bangladesh do not function as bounded physical or conceptual spaces in which
denationalized groups are altogether divorced from the polity. Instead, citizenship is claimed at the
level of everyday life, as the moments in which formal status is transgressed. Moreover, once in
possession of ‘formal status’ internal borders within the nation-state render ‘rights-bearing citizens’
effectively ‘stateless’, and the experience of ‘citizens’ is very often equally uneven. While
‘statelessness’ may function as a cold instrument of exclusion, certainly, it is neither fixed nor static;
just as citizenship is neither as stable nor benign as the dichotomy would suggest. Using these
insights, the book develops the concept of ‘political space’ – an analysis of the way history and space
inform the identities and political subjectivity available to people. In doing so, it provides an analytic
approach of relevance to wider problems of displacement, citizenship and ethnic relations.
Shortlisted for this year’s BSA Philip Abrams Memorial Prize.



  history of the urdu: The Indo-Aryan Languages Colin P. Masica, 1993-09-09 In his ambitious
survey of the Indo-Aryan languages, Colin Masica has provided a fundamental introduction which
will interest not only general and theoretical linguists but also students of one or more of these
languages who want to acquaint themselves with the broader linguistic context. Generally
synchronic in approach, concentrating on the phonology, morphology and syntax of the modern
representatives of the group, the volume also covers their historical development, areal context,
writing systems and aspects of sociolinguistics. The survey is organised not on a
language-by-language basis but by topic, so that salient theoretical issues may be discussed in a
comparative context.
  history of the urdu: Guide to College Majors 2009 Princeton Review, 2009 Provides
information on more than four hundred undergraduate majors, including related fields, sample
college curricula, suggested high school preparation courses, and career and salary prospects for
graduates.
  history of the urdu: Government Gazette , 1890
  history of the urdu: Languages and Literary Cultures in Hyderabad Kousar J Azam,
2017-08-09 There is great interest in recent scholarship in the study of metropolitan cultures in
India as evident from the number of books that have appeared on cities such as Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai and Kolkata. Though Hyderabad has a rich archive of history scattered in many languages,
very few attempts have been made to bring this scholarship together. The papers in this volume
bring together this scholarship at one place. They trace the contribution of different languages and
literary cultures to the multicultural mosaic that is the city of Hyderabad How it has acquired this
uniqueness and how it has been sustained is the subject matter of literary cultures in Hyderabad.
This work attempts to trace some aspects of the history of major languages practiced in the city. It
also reviews the contribution of the various linguistic groups that have added to the development not
just of varied literary cultures, but also to the evolution of an inclusive Hyderabadi culture. The
present volume, it is hoped, will enthuse both younger and senior scholars and students to take a
fresh look at the study of languages and literary cultures as they have evolved in India's cities and
add to the growing scholarship of metropolitan cultures in India.
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