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Dr Who Books in Order

If you're a devoted fan of the iconic British science fiction series Doctor Who, you might be eager to
explore its extensive literary universe. The Doctor Who books span decades, featuring adventures
from various incarnations of the Doctor, companions, and alien worlds. Understanding the Dr Who
books in order helps fans and newcomers alike to enjoy the chronological progression of stories,
appreciate character development, and immerse themselves fully in the rich lore of the series.
Whether you're interested in novelizations of classic episodes, original adventures, or spin-off series,
this guide will help you navigate the Doctor Who book universe in a coherent and enjoyable manner.

Understanding the Types of Doctor Who Books

Before diving into the reading order, it's essential to recognize the different categories of Doctor Who
books available:

1. Novelizations of Classic Episodes

- These books are adaptations of the original televised stories, often written by the original
scriptwriters or dedicated authors.

- Examples include novelizations of the First Doctor's adventures like "The Dalek Invasion of Earth" by
David Whitaker.

2. Original Novels

- These are stories created specifically for the book format, featuring new adventures with the Doctor
and friends.
- They often expand on the series' lore and characters.

3. Spin-off Series and Short Stories

- Collections of short stories, anthologies, or series focusing on specific characters or themes within
the Doctor Who universe.

The Chronological Reading Order of Doctor Who Books

To fully appreciate the development of the Doctor Who universe through its literary works, reading in



chronological order—matching the Doctor’s timeline—is recommended. This approach allows you to
follow the narrative evolution and see how different eras and storylines interconnect.

1. The First Doctor Era (1963-1974)

- The original television series featured the First Doctor, portrayed by William Hartnell.

- Key book series:

- Target Novelizations of Classic Stories (e.g., "The Dalek Invasion of Earth," "The Aztecs")
- The Lost Stories and original novels set during this period.

2. The Second Doctor Era (1966-1974)

- Books featuring Patrick Troughton’s Doctor.

- Notable titles:

- Target novelizations of episodes like "The Tomb of the Cybermen."
- Original novels by authors like Terrance Dicks and others.

3. The Third Doctor Era (1970-1974)

- Books include:
- Novelizations of classic stories like "The Daemons."
- Original novels such as "The Devil in the Smoke" by Justin Richards.

4. The Fourth Doctor Era (1974-1981)

- The most prolific period for Doctor Who books.

- Recommended reading order:

1. Target novelizations of serials like "Genesis of the Daleks" and "The Deadly Assassin."
2. Original novels, which often expand on the series’ themes.

- Notable authors: Terrance Dicks, Robert Holmes, and others.

5. The Fifth Doctor Era (1981-1984)

- Books include:
- Novelizations of episodes like "Earthshock."
- Original novels such as "The Time of the Daleks" by Lance Parkin.

6. The Sixth and Seventh Doctor Eras (1984-1996)

- Features the Sixth Doctor (Colin Baker) and Seventh Doctor (Sylvester McCoy).
- Notable series:

- Virgin New Adventures (for the Seventh Doctor): a darker, more mature take.
- Past Doctor Adventures (PDA): stories focusing on earlier Doctors.



7. The Eighth Doctor Era (1996-2005)

- The Eighth Doctor's stories are primarily in novel form, following the 1996 TV movie.
- Key series:

- BBC Books’ Eighth Doctor Adventures

- Past Doctor Adventures featuring earlier Doctors.

8. The Ninth, Tenth, and Eleventh Doctor Eras (2005-2018)

- Transition into the modern series.

- Recommended reading:

- Novelizations and original novels such as "The Shadow in the Glass" (Ninth Doctor) and "The Stone
Rose" (Tenth Doctor).

- The New Series Adventures published during this period.

9. The Twelfth Doctor and Beyond (2018-Present)

- Current era books, including tie-ins for the latest seasons.
- Notable titles:

- "The Good Doctor" by Juno Dawson.

- Various anthologies and short story collections.

Best Approaches to Reading the Doctor Who Books

Depending on your interests, you may prefer different reading orders:

1. Chronological Order

- Read the books following the Doctor’s timeline, starting from the First Doctor’s adventures to the
latest.

- Benefits:

- Understand the evolution of the Doctor’s character.

- Appreciate the continuity and references across stories.

2. Thematic or Series-specific Order

- Focus on specific eras or series, such as the Fourth Doctor novels or the Eighth Doctor adventures.
- Benefits:

- Deep dive into particular periods.

- Better understanding of the tone and style of each Doctor’s era.



3. Publication Order

- Read the books as they were published.

- Benefits:

- Experience the series as audiences did historically.
- Discover how storytelling evolved over time.

Key Book Series and Recommendations

Here are some essential Doctor Who book series and recommended starting points:

1. Target Novelizations - Great for newcomers seeking familiar stories in book form.

2. Virgin New Adventures - For fans interested in darker, more mature stories, especially during
the Seventh Doctor era.

3. BBC Books' Eighth Doctor Adventures - For those wanting to explore the post-TV movie
era.

4. Series-specific collections - Such as the Doctor Who Short Trips anthologies or Past Doctor
Adventures.

Some standout titles include:

- "The Dalek Invasion of Earth" (Target novelization)

- "The Devil in the Smoke" (Third Doctor original novel)
- "The Shadow in the Glass" (Ninth Doctor novel)

- "The Stone Rose" (Tenth Doctor novel)

- "The Good Doctor" (Twelfth Doctor novel)

Resources to Help You Explore Doctor Who Books

Navigating the Doctor Who book universe can be overwhelming given its size. Here are some helpful
resources:

e Doctor Who The Book Guide - Comprehensive lists and reading orders.

* Wikis and Fan Sites - Such as TARDIS Data Core for detailed info about stories and authors.

e Official Publishers - BBC Books and Titan Comics’ websites for the latest releases.



Conclusion

Embarking on a Doctor Who book journey is a rewarding experience that enriches your understanding
of the series' vast universe. By following the dr who books in order, whether chronological, thematic,
or publication-based, you can appreciate the development of characters, themes, and storytelling
styles across decades. Remember to start with accessible novelizations if you're new, and gradually
explore the deeper, more complex stories as you become more familiar with the series. Happy
reading, and may your adventures through time and space be ever thrilling!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the recommended reading order for Doctor Who
books?

The best way to read Doctor Who books is by following the publication order or the chronological
order within the Doctor's timeline, depending on your preference. Many fans suggest starting with the
original novelizations and then exploring the expanded universe in the order they were released.

Are there specific series or collections that should be read
first in Doctor Who books?

Yes, starting with the classic Target novelizations of the TV serials is recommended for newcomers.
Afterward, you can explore the BBC New Series novels and then venture into the various novel series
like the 'Eighth Doctor Adventures' or 'War Doctor' sequences.

How many Doctor Who books are there, and do they follow
the same order?

There are hundreds of Doctor Who books, including novelizations, original novels, and expanded
universe works. While some follow the chronological order of the Doctor's timeline, many are
standalone stories, so reading in publication order or thematic order can also be enjoyable.

Is there a recommended reading order for the different
incarnations of the Doctor in books?

Yes, most fans recommend reading the books in the order of the Doctor's incarnations or by series.
For example, starting with the First Doctor stories and progressing through to the modern
incarnations helps follow the character's development.



Can | read Doctor Who books without watching the TV series?

Absolutely! Many Doctor Who books are standalone stories that do not require TV viewing. They
expand the universe and offer unique adventures beyond what’s shown on screen.

Are there any guides that list Doctor Who books in order?

Yes, numerous online resources, fan sites, and guides provide comprehensive lists and reading orders
for Doctor Who books, helping fans navigate the extensive library and choose an order that suits their
interests.

Do the Doctor Who books follow a continuous storyline or are
they mostly self-contained?

Most Doctor Who books are self-contained stories, but some series and arcs do carry over storylines
or character development. Reading in order can help appreciate ongoing plots and character
progressions.

What are the best starting points for new fans interested in
reading Doctor Who books?

New fans should start with the Target novelizations of classic serials, then explore the New Series
novels, beginning with titles like 'The Coming of the Cybermen' or 'The Time of the Doctor.' These
provide accessible entry points into the expanded universe.

Additional Resources

Doctor Who books in order have become an essential part of the extended universe for fans of the
iconic British science fiction series. These novels allow enthusiasts to explore new adventures, delve
deeper into the lore, and enjoy stories that expand upon the mysteries of the Doctor, companions,
and alien worlds. For both newcomers and long-time fans, understanding the chronological
progression of these books can enhance the reading experience, offering a richer appreciation of the
Doctor Who universe. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the different series, how to read
them in order, and what makes each set of books unique.

Introduction to Doctor Who Books

Doctor Who books are a vast collection of novels, anthologies, and audio adaptations that stretch
across decades. Since the first novelization in the 1960s, the series has grown to include multiple
publishers, timelines, and ranges. These books serve various purposes: some retell classic episodes,
others present entirely new stories, and many fill in gaps between televised seasons.

Understanding the key series and their chronological order is crucial for readers who wish to
experience the narrative flow as intended. This guide will help you navigate the different eras, from



the classic series to the modern era, and determine the optimal reading order.

The Classic Series Novels

The earliest Doctor Who novels were published from the late 1960s through the 1990s, primarily by
Target Books. These novels are adaptations of television serials and original stories featuring the
First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Doctors.

Target Novelizations and Original Novels

- Target Books (1966-1990s): The most iconic publisher, responsible for adapting many classic serials
into novel form. Many of these are considered essential for fans interested in the classic era.

- Original Novels: Some books, especially from the 1980s and 1990s, are entirely new stories not
based on televised episodes.

Pros:

- Classic storytelling style and nostalgic value

- Covers a wide range of Doctors and eras

- Often includes in-depth character development

Cons:
- Some stories feel dated or slow by modern standards
- Not always in chronological order in relation to TV seasons

Features:
- Published in chronological order of the Doctors' eras
- Good starting point for understanding the Classic Series universe

Recommended Reading Approach:
- Start with key novelizations of serials you enjoy
- Explore original stories for a broader experience

New Series and Modern Novels (Post-2005)

With the revival of Doctor Who in 2005, publishers like BBC Books and the Titan Publishing Group
began releasing new novels that align with the modern series. These books often feature the Tenth,
Eleventh, Twelfth, and Thirteenth Doctors, along with new companions and storylines.



BBC Books and the New Series Range

- The New Series Adventures: Focused on contemporary Doctors, these books often tie into episodes
or explore standalone stories.

- The Eighth Doctor Novels (published by BBC Books, 1997-2005): Bridge the gap between the classic
and modern series, focusing on the Eighth Doctor's adventures.

- The War Doctor and Twelfth Doctor Novels: Offer stories that delve into lesser-explored aspects of
the Doctor's timeline.

Pros:

- Updated stories with modern sensibilities
- Tie-ins with current episodes and themes
- Introduces new characters and settings

Cons:
- Can be less accessible for fans unfamiliar with recent series
- Some stories assume knowledge of TV continuity

Features:
- Often released concurrently with TV series
- Offer a mix of canonical and non-canonical stories

Recommended Reading Approach:
- Read in release order or chronologically according to the Doctor’s timeline
- Use them to supplement your TV viewing

Chronological vs. Publication Order

One of the most common questions among Doctor Who book fans is whether to read in chronological
order (by in-universe timeline) or publication order. Both approaches have their merits.

Reading in Chronological Order

Advantages:
- Provides a cohesive narrative flow
- Helps understand the development of characters and arcs over time

Challenges:
- Some stories are non-linear or have complex timelines
- May require extensive research to determine exact chronology



Reading in Publication Order

Advantages:
- Experience the stories as fans did when they were first released
- Appreciates the evolution of storytelling styles

Challenges:
- Some stories may feel disconnected or outdated
- Less suitable for understanding overarching story arcs

Recommendation:
- For newcomers, a hybrid approach works best: start with key stories in publication order, then
explore chronologically for deeper immersion.

Key Series and How to Read Them in Order

Below is a breakdown of major Doctor Who book ranges, with suggestions on how to read them for
maximum enjoyment.

Target Novelizations (1966-1990s)

- Start with early serial adaptations of favorite episodes.

- Read the original novelizations in chronological order of the Doctors’ eras:
- First Doctor

- Second Doctor

- Third Doctor

- Fourth Doctor

- Fifth Doctor

- Sixth Doctor

- Seventh Doctor

Tip: Many fans recommend reading the Fourth Doctor stories, as they are some of the most beloved.

New Series Adventures (2005-present)

- Read in order of publication to follow the development of the modern Doctors.
- Alternatively, organize chronologically according to the Doctor’s timeline.

Sample order:

- "The Devil in the Smoke" (Tenth Doctor)

- "The Stealers of Dreams" (Tenth Doctor)

- "The Time of the Daleks" (Eleventh Doctor)



- "The Crawling Terror" (Eleventh Doctor)
- "Dark Horizons" (Twelfth Doctor)

The Eighth Doctor Novels

- These fill in the gap between the classic and modern series.
- Recommended to read in publication order:

- "The Eight Doctors" by Terrance Dicks

- "The Time of the Daleks" by Gary Russell

- Followed by subsequent titles as per publication

The Big Finish Novels and Audio Dramas

- While primarily audio dramas, some novels expand on these stories.
- Consider these as supplementary material after reading core novels.

Special Collections and Anthologies

Aside from series-specific books, several anthologies and special collections offer a compilation of
stories from various eras, providing a broad spectrum of tales.

Features:
- Themed anthologies (e.g., Dalek stories, Cybermen stories)
- Cross-Doctor collections

Reading Tip:
- Use anthologies to discover lesser-known stories or explore specific themes.

Tips for Navigating the Doctor Who Book Universe

- Identify your favorite Doctor or era: Focus on books featuring your preferred Doctor first.

- Use online guides and timelines: There are detailed fan-created timelines that help place stories in
order.

- Balance between classic and modern stories: Mix them to appreciate the evolution of storytelling.
- Join fan communities: Forums and social media groups can provide recommendations and reading
orders.

- Don’t feel overwhelmed: The universe is vast; start with select series or stories and expand as you

go.



Conclusion

Doctor Who books in order offer a rich, immersive way to experience the adventures beyond the
screen. Whether you prefer the nostalgic charm of Target novelizations, the modern excitement of
recent releases, or a mix of both, the key is to find a reading path that suits your interests. Exploring
these stories chronologically can deepen your understanding of the Doctor's complex history, while
reading in publication order can connect you with the evolution of the franchise as experienced by
fans over the decades. Whichever approach you choose, the universe of Doctor Who novels awaits to
expand your imagination with tales of heroism, mystery, and extraterrestrial wonder. Happy reading!
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Mottram, Fiona M. Collins, Sacha Powell, Kimberly Safford, 2014-06-20 Reading for pleasure
urgently requires a higher profile to raise attainment and increase children’s engagement as
self-motivated and socially interactive readers. Building Communities of Engaged Readers highlights
the concept of ‘Reading Teachers’ who are not only knowledgeable about texts for children, but are
aware of their own reading identities and prepared to share their enthusiasm and understanding of
what being a reader means. Sharing the processes of reading with young readers is an innovative
approach to developing new generations of readers. Examining the interplay between the ‘will and
the skill’ to read, the book distinctively details a reading for pleasure pedagogy and demonstrates
that reader engagement is strongly influenced by relationships between children, teachers, families
and communities. Importantly it provides compelling evidence that reciprocal reading communities
in school encompass: a shared concept of what it means to be a reader in the 21st century;
considerable teacher and child knowledge of children’s literature and other texts; pedagogic
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practices which acknowledge and develop diverse reader identities; spontaneous ‘inside-text talk’ on
the part of all members; a shift in the focus of control and new social spaces that encourage choice
and children’s rights as readers. Written by experts in the literacy field and illustrated throughout
with examples from the project schools, it is essential reading for all those concerned with improving
young people’s enjoyment of and attainment in reading.
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Morpurgo, Anthony Browne, Jacqueline Wilson and the genre of comic books. Four genres are
explored in detail: the picture book, written narrative, film narrative and comic books. Teaching
Children’s Literature provides detailed literary knowledge about the chosen authors and genres
alongside clear, structured guidelines and creative ideas to help teachers, student teachers and
classroom assistants make some immensely popular children’s books come alive in the classroom.
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Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning which can be used to plan a unit of work or series of
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transcripts of interviews with three contemporary children’s book authors shows teachers how
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comic narratives as well as written narratives demonstrates how reading stories can help connect
pupils and teachers to a broader pedagogy in ways which promote deeper thinking, learning and
engagement. This lively, informative and practical book will enable teachers, students and classroom
assistants to plan inspiring and enjoyable lessons which will encourage them to teach children’s
literature in an entirely different and inventive way.
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