
death of a naturalist
Death of a Naturalist: An In-Depth Exploration of Seamus Heaney’s Poignant Poem

The phrase death of a naturalist immediately brings to mind Seamus Heaney’s renowned
poem, which is often studied for its vivid imagery and profound themes. This poem, part of
Heaney’s early collection Death of a Naturalist (1966), marks a pivotal moment in Irish
poetry, reflecting on childhood innocence, the loss of innocence, and the complex
relationship between humans and nature. In this article, we will delve into the poem’s
themes, literary devices, historical context, and its significance within Heaney’s oeuvre,
providing a comprehensive understanding for readers and enthusiasts alike.

Overview of Seamus Heaney’s Death of a
Naturalist

Seamus Heaney, one of the most influential poets of the 20th century, published his first
major collection, Death of a Naturalist, in 1966. The collection garnered critical acclaim for
its vivid imagery, lyrical language, and exploration of rural life and childhood memories.
The title poem, “Death of a Naturalist,” is often regarded as a semi-autobiographical
reflection on the transition from childhood innocence to a more aware, and sometimes
darker, understanding of the natural world.

The poem is characterized by its detailed descriptions of nature, childhood experiences,
and the sudden shift in perception that occurs as one matures. It encapsulates a universal
theme—the loss of innocence—and does so through evocative imagery and masterful use
of language.

Theme and Interpretation of the Poem

Loss of Innocence
The central theme of the poem is the transition from innocence to experience. As a child,
the speaker perceives nature as a wondrous and playful realm, full of life and curiosity.
However, this innocence is shattered when he encounters the “swelling, slime, and the
angry frogs,” which evoke fear and discomfort.

> “I sickened, and am still a little, / The song of the tongue, with its / Bright, excitable, and
coarse / Cries of the frogs, and the slime.”

This shift signifies the painful awakening to the realities of nature’s harsher aspects—a
metaphor for growing up and gaining awareness of darker truths.



Nature and Human Experience
The poem also explores the complex relationship humans have with nature. Initially, the
natural world is depicted as a source of joy and fascination, but as the speaker matures, he
perceives it as threatening and even violent.

> “And then I saw / The big white mouth / The open throat.”

This imagery suggests a moment of confrontation or realization, where innocence gives
way to understanding of nature’s brutality, emphasizing the duality of nature as both
nurturing and destructive.

Memory and Nostalgia
Another layer of the poem reflects on childhood memories, tinged with nostalgia but also
tinged with regret or loss. The speaker looks back wistfully, recognizing the innocence that
has been lost forever.

Literary Devices and Techniques

Seamus Heaney employs various literary devices to enhance the themes and emotional
impact of the poem.

Imagery
Vivid, sensory imagery is central to the poem, painting detailed pictures of the natural
environment:

- “The great slime kings / Were gathered there for vengeance”
- “The buzzsaw snarled and rattled in the yard”
- “The cold smell of potato mould / The squelch and slap of soggy peat”

Such imagery immerses the reader in the speaker’s childhood experiences, making the
emotional shift more palpable.

Metaphor and Symbolism
The “death” in the title symbolizes the end of childhood innocence and the awakening to
the realities of life. The frogs, slime, and the “swelling, slime” serve as metaphors for the
darker aspects of nature and, by extension, human experience.

Tone and Mood
The tone shifts from nostalgic and joyful to unsettling and fearful. Early descriptions evoke
innocence and wonder, while later lines convey discomfort and apprehension, mirroring the



speaker’s emotional journey.

Structure and Form
The poem is written in free verse, allowing the natural flow of speech and thought. Its
progression from innocence to experience is reflected in the changing imagery and tone
throughout the poem.

Historical and Cultural Context

Seamus Heaney wrote Death of a Naturalist during a period of social and political upheaval
in Ireland. Born in 1939 in Northern Ireland, Heaney’s early years were marked by rural life
and traditional Irish culture, which heavily influenced his poetry.

The 1960s was a time of burgeoning Irish nationalism, yet Heaney’s poetry often focused
on personal and rural themes, exploring the universal aspects of human nature. His vivid
descriptions of nature and childhood reflect a deep connection to Irish landscape and
identity.

The poem also resonates with the broader literary movement of pastoral poetry, which
idealizes rural life but often reveals its darker truths. Heaney’s honest portrayal of
childhood fears and the brutal realities of nature challenge idealized notions, adding depth
and authenticity.

Significance and Critical Reception

Death of a Naturalist is considered a landmark collection in modern Irish poetry. It
established Heaney as a significant literary voice and showcased his mastery of language
and imagery.

Critics have praised the collection for its lyrical beauty, depth of emotion, and keen
observations of rural life. The title poem, in particular, is frequently studied for its thematic
richness and poetic craftsmanship.

The poem’s exploration of innocence lost and the complexities of human-nature
relationships continue to resonate with readers worldwide, making it a timeless piece.

Legacy of Death of a Naturalist

Seamus Heaney’s Death of a Naturalist has influenced generations of poets and writers. Its
themes of childhood, nature, and loss are universal, ensuring its enduring relevance.

The collection and the poem have been included in numerous anthologies and academic



curricula, cementing their place in literary history.

Heaney’s later work, which often revisited themes from his early poetry, demonstrates a
lifelong engagement with the ideas introduced in Death of a Naturalist. His Nobel Prize in
Literature in 1995 further acknowledged his contribution to world literature.

Conclusion

The death of a naturalist is not just the title of Seamus Heaney’s first collection but also
a metaphor for the universal experience of losing innocence and confronting the
complexities of life. Through vivid imagery, emotional depth, and masterful use of
language, Heaney captures a pivotal moment in childhood—a moment that echoes across
cultures and generations.

This poem and collection continue to inspire readers and poets, reminding us of the delicate
balance between innocence and experience, and the inexorable march of growth and
change. Whether viewed as a nostalgic reflection or a profound commentary on human
nature, Death of a Naturalist remains a cornerstone of modern poetry, celebrated for its
honesty, artistry, and timeless relevance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Seamus Heaney's poem
'Death of a Naturalist'?
The poem explores the loss of innocence and the transition from childhood innocence to a
more mature understanding of the darker aspects of nature.

How does the tone of 'Death of a Naturalist' change
throughout the poem?
The tone shifts from curiosity and wonder in the beginning to fear and discomfort as the
speaker becomes more aware of the sinister aspects of nature.

What imagery is used in 'Death of a Naturalist' to depict
the frogs and their transformation?
Vivid imagery such as 'swarm of flies,' 'festered' frogs, and 'poised like mud grenades' is
used to depict the frogs' aggressive and unsettling transformation.

What does the poem suggest about childhood
innocence?
The poem suggests that childhood innocence is fragile and can be lost when confronted



with the harsher realities of the natural world.

How does 'Death of a Naturalist' reflect Seamus
Heaney's personal experiences?
The poem is autobiographical, drawing from Heaney's childhood memories of exploring
nature and experiencing a sudden realization of its darker aspects.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Death of a
Naturalist'?
The poem uses vivid imagery, metaphors, similes, and contrasts to emphasize the
transition from innocence to experience.

Why is the poem titled 'Death of a Naturalist'?
The title symbolizes the end of the speaker's childhood innocence and the loss of naive
fascination with nature.

How is the theme of fear conveyed in the poem?
Fear is conveyed through unsettling imagery, the description of the frogs becoming
aggressive, and the speaker’s feelings of discomfort and alienation.

In what ways does 'Death of a Naturalist' reflect
broader themes of growing up?
It reflects the universal experience of childhood curiosity transforming into understanding
of life's complexities, including its darker and more threatening aspects.

How does the structure of the poem contribute to its
overall meaning?
The poem's progression from curiosity to fear mirrors the emotional journey of growing up,
with a clear shift in tone and imagery that emphasizes loss and realization.

Additional Resources
Death of a Naturalist is one of the most celebrated poems by the renowned Irish poet
Seamus Heaney, renowned for its vivid imagery, thematic depth, and masterful use of
language. Since its publication in 1966 as part of his debut collection Death of a Naturalist,
the poem has captivated readers and critics alike, offering profound insights into childhood
innocence, the awakening of scientific curiosity, and the loss of innocence as one matures.
This article explores the poem’s themes, stylistic features, literary significance, and its
enduring impact on readers and scholars.



---

Overview of "Death of a Naturalist"

Context and Background
"Death of a Naturalist" was written when Seamus Heaney was just in his early twenties,
reflecting a period of personal growth and discovery. The poem is often viewed as an
autobiographical reflection on Heaney's childhood experiences in rural Ireland. It
encapsulates a pivotal moment where innocence gives way to a more complex
understanding of the natural world and human nature.

Heaney’s own childhood fascination with nature, especially the collection of frogs and other
creatures, inspired this poetic exploration. The poem captures the transition from a naive,
wonder-filled perspective to a more critical, aware view of nature’s harsher realities.

Summary of the Poem
The poem narrates a childhood experience of observing frogs in a natural setting. Initially,
the speaker describes the frogs with admiration and delight, emphasizing their vibrant,
almost magical qualities. As the poem progresses, a shift occurs — the frogs become
menacing, and the innocence of childhood is replaced by a realization of the darker aspects
of nature and life itself.

The final lines evoke a sense of loss, as the speaker reflects on how this moment signifies
the end of childhood innocence and the onset of a more mature, perhaps more skeptical,
worldview.

---

Thematic Analysis

1. Childhood Innocence and Curiosity
The poem vividly captures the innocence and curiosity characteristic of childhood. The
speaker’s initial fascination with the frogs portrays a sense of wonder and discovery. The
imagery used evokes a magical, almost fairy-tale-like world, emphasizing the purity of
youthful perception.

Features:
- Use of vivid, sensory-rich imagery
- Celebratory tone in the early stanzas
- Emphasis on exploration and discovery



2. The Loss of Innocence
A central theme is the transition from innocence to experience. As the poem unfolds, the
frogs lose their charm, transforming into symbols of fear and danger. This shift mirrors the
childhood process of awakening to harsher realities.

Features:
- Change in tone from playful to ominous
- Use of stark, visceral imagery (e.g., "gnats" and "claws")
- Symbolic representation of growing up

3. Nature’s Duality
Heaney explores nature as both beautiful and threatening. While it fascinates and delights,
it also harbors dangers. The frogs serve as a metaphor for this duality.

Features:
- Juxtaposition of vibrant description with darker connotations
- Use of natural imagery that evokes both wonder and menace

4. The Passage of Time
The poem subtly reflects on the inevitable march of time and how childhood memories fade
or transform with age. The speaker’s reflection underscores the transient nature of
innocence.

Features:
- Nostalgic tone
- Reflection on personal growth

---

Stylistic Features and Literary Devices

Language and Imagery
Heaney employs rich, sensory language to bring scenes vividly to life. The imagery
transitions from lush and inviting (“flax-dam,” “splashing”) to visceral and disturbing
(“gnats,” “claws”). This progression mirrors the speaker’s internal shift.

Pros:
- Creates immersive experiences for the reader
- Enhances emotional impact

Cons:
- Dense imagery may challenge some readers’ comprehension



Use of Sound and Rhythm
The poem’s free verse structure allows for natural, conversational rhythms that mimic the
flow of childhood narration. The use of slant rhymes and rhythmic variations accentuates
the emotional shifts.

Features:
- Rhythmic variation emphasizes tone changes
- Use of alliteration (“festered,” “claws”) for emphasis

Symbolism
The frogs symbolize childhood innocence, curiosity, and later, the frightening realities of
life. The “death” in the title signifies both the literal end of childhood innocence and
metaphorical death of naive perceptions.

Pros:
- Adds depth and multiple layers of meaning
- Encourages interpretative engagement

Cons:
- Symbolic complexity might be challenging for casual readers

Tone and Mood
The tone shifts from joyful and awe-inspired to dark and contemplative, reflecting the
emotional journey of the speaker.

Features:
- Use of contrast to evoke emotional depth
- Mood transitions enhance thematic resonance

---

Literary Significance and Critical Reception

Impact on Modern Poetry
"Death of a Naturalist" is considered a landmark in modern poetry, exemplifying
confessional and autobiographical styles. Its candid depiction of childhood experiences has
influenced countless poets and writers.

Features:
- Pioneered a personal, introspective approach
- Demonstrated mastery over imagery and tone



Scholarly Interpretations
Critics have examined the poem through various lenses — psychological, ecological, and
cultural. Some interpret the frogs as a symbol of Ireland’s complex history, while others see
it as a universal coming-of-age story.

Pros:
- Rich interpretative possibilities
- Addresses universal themes

Cons:
- Multiple interpretations may lead to ambiguity

Awards and Recognition
While not specifically awarded for this poem alone, Heaney’s overall contribution to
literature has been recognized globally, with notable awards like the Nobel Prize in
Literature (1995). The poem remains a staple in literary studies.

---

Enduring Appeal and Relevance

Universality
The themes of innocence, discovery, and loss resonate across cultures and generations.
Many readers relate to the childhood imagery and the universal experience of growing up.

Educational Value
"Death of a Naturalist" is frequently included in school curricula for its rich language,
thematic depth, and poetic techniques. It serves as an excellent example of how poetry can
encapsulate personal experience and broader human truths.

Contemporary Reflections
In an era where environmental concerns and ecological awareness grow, the poem’s
depiction of nature’s duality remains relevant. It prompts reflection on humanity’s
relationship with the natural world, innocence, and maturity.

---



Conclusion

"Death of a Naturalist" stands as a masterful exploration of childhood innocence and its
inevitable decline, encapsulating the universal journey from wonder to disillusionment.
Through vivid imagery, symbolic richness, and emotional depth, Heaney crafts a timeless
piece that continues to inspire and provoke thoughtful reflection. Its themes remain
pertinent today, reminding us of the fragile boundary between innocence and experience,
and the complex beauty inherent in both.

Whether approached as a personal memoir, a cultural commentary, or a poetic
achievement, "Death of a Naturalist" endures as a testament to the power of poetry to
capture the nuanced human condition. Its enduring influence cements its place as a
cornerstone of modern literature and a compelling read for anyone interested in the
profound interplay between childhood, nature, and growth.

Death Of A Naturalist

  death of a naturalist: Death of a Naturalist Seamus Heaney, 2014-02-04 Death of a
Naturalist (1966) marked the auspicious debut of Seamus Heaney, a universally acclaimed master of
modern literature. As a first book of poems, it is remarkable for its accurate perceptions and rich
linguistic gifts.
  death of a naturalist: Death of a Naturalist Seamus Heaney, 2009-02-19 Between my finger
and my thumb The squat pen rests; snug as a gun. -- from 'Digging' With its lyrical and descriptive
powers, Death of a Naturalist marked the auspicious debut of one of the century's finest poets.
  death of a naturalist: Death of a Naturalist Seamus Heaney (poète).), 1966
  death of a naturalist: Irish Poetry Since 1950 John Goodby, 2000-12-15 Irish Poetry since 1950
is a survey of poetry, from Northern Ireland, the Republic, Britain, and the US, covering the 1950s,
the 1960s, the early period of the Troubles up to 1976, the 1980s and the 1990s.
  death of a naturalist: Seamus Heaney Henry Hart, 1993-10-01 Seamus Heaney, widely
considered the most gifted living poet in Ireland and Britain, is the first Irish poet since Yeats to gain
an international reputation. In this remarkable study, henry Hart discusses Heaney's poems, his
creative and personal situations, and his assimilation of contemporary literary theory. From
Heaney's Ulster background to poetic influences as diverse as Dante and Wordsworth, Yeats and
Bly, Hart offers sophisticated, lucid insights. Hart argues that the best way into Heaney's poetic
world is in seeking to understand him—as with Blake and Yeats—in terms of oppositions and
conflicts, progressions and syntheses. At the root of all his work is a multifaceted argument with
himself, with others, with sectarian Northern Ireland, with his Anglo-Irish heritage, with his Roman
Catholicism, and with his Nationalist upbringing on a farm in County Derry. For each volume of
poems, from Door into the Dark to The Haw Lantern, Hart identifies and works with a specific
problem in the text, while developing its intellectual and creative implications. He covers aspects as
diverse as Heaney's incorporation of antipastoral attitudes in his poems, his fascination with how
etymology recapitulates ancient and modern history, and apocalypticism in North. Placing his trust
in art's ability to confront conflicts between freedom and responsibility, between private craft and
public involvement, Heaney is shown nonetheless to chastise himself for failing to have a greater
impact on the situation he left behind in Northern Ireland. In pursuing the literary, religious, and
political themes in his books of poetry, Hart shows that Heaney is no provincial bard, as some critics
have suggested, but is as intellectually informed and astute as any postmodernist writer. Any reader
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of Seamus Heaney's poetry, and any poet, poetry scholar, critic of contemporary poetry, or student
of Irish literature will gain much from reading this book.
  death of a naturalist: The Great War in Irish Poetry Fran Brearton, 2003 The Great War in
Irish Poetry explores the impact of the First World War on the work of W. B. Yeats, Robert Graves,
and Louis MacNeice in the period 1914-45, and on three contemporary Northern Irish poets, Derek
Mahon, Seamus Heaney, and Michael Longley. Its concern is to place their work, andmemory of the
Great War, in the context of Irish politics and culture in the twentieth century. The historical
background to Irish involvement in the Great War is explained, as are the ways in which issues
raised in 1912-20 still reverberate in the politics of remembrance in Northern Ireland,particularly
through such events as the Home Rule cause, the loss of the Titanic, the Battle of the Somme, the
Easter Rising. While the Great War is perceived as central to English culture, and its literature holds
a privileged position in the English literary canon, the centrality of the Great War to Irish writing has
seldom been recognised. This book shows first, that despite complications in Irish domestic
politicswhich led to the repression of memory of the Great War, Irish poets have been drawn
throughout the century to the events and images of 1914-18. This engagement is particularly true of
those writing in the 'troubled' Northern Ireland of the last thirty years. The second main concern is
the extent towhich recognition of the importance of the Great War in Irish writing has itself become
a casualty of competing versions of the literary canon.
  death of a naturalist: Seamus Heaney J. Hall, A. Crowder, 2007-04-25 This volume of twelve
essays aims to comprehensively represent the abundance and variety of both Heaney's writing and
scholarship on Heaney's writing. Attention is given not only to his poetry but also to his translations
and his prose. The essays foreground his internationalism and the complementary international
interest in his writing.
  death of a naturalist: Poetry Of Seamus Heaney Elmer Andrews, 1988-07-26
  death of a naturalist: This Strange Loneliness Peter Mackay, 2021-04-15 This Strange
Loneliness is the first comprehensive account of the poetic relationship between Seamus Heaney
and William Wordsworth. Peter Mackay explores how Heaney repeatedly turns to the Romantic
poet's work for inspiration, corroboration, and amplification, and as a model for the fortifying power
of poetry itself, which offers the fundamental lesson that it is on this earth 'we find our happiness, or
not at all.' Through an in-depth look at archival materials, and at uncollected poems and prose by
Heaney, Mackay traces the evolution of Heaney's readings of Wordsworth throughout his career,
revealing their shared interest in the connections between poetry and education, the possibility of a
beneficial understanding of poetic influence, the complexities of place and displacement, ideas of
transcendence, and ultimately the importance of late style: later poems by Wordsworth might prove
a cautionary tale, as well as example, for any poet. Placing Heaney's readings within their political,
historical, and poetic contexts the book also explores how he negotiated the complex relationship
between Irish and British culture and identity to claim a persistent form of kinship, and forge a
strange community, with the Romantic poet. With illuminating readings that reveal new contexts to
and currents in Heaney's work, This Strange Loneliness is a powerful evocation of the Irish poet's
sense of the uplift that poetry can provide.
  death of a naturalist: Arun Deep’s Self-Help to I.C.S.E. Complete Course English Literature
Class 11 (For March 2026 Examinations) [Includes Macbeth, Rhapsody (A Collection of ICSE Poems)
and Prism (Short Stories) Jaideep Randhawa, Arun Deep’s I.S.C. Complete Course English Literature
[Includes Macbeth, Rhapsody (A Collection of ICSE Poems) and Prism (Short Stories)] for Class 11
has been meticulously crafted to cater to the specific needs of students in the 11th grade. The book
is designed to provide comprehensive guidance for effective exam preparation, ensuring students
secure higher grades. Its primary objective is to assist any I.S.C. student in achieving the best
possible grade by offering support throughout the course and valuable advice on revision and exam
preparation. The material is presented in a clear and concise format, featuring ample questions for
practice.
  death of a naturalist: Aqa Gcse English Lit P. Burns, 2007-02



  death of a naturalist: Heaney and Clarke P. Thomas, I. Pilgrim, 2004-09-02 This Student
Book gives students the confidence to compare the poems effectively. Stimulating activities help to
students to compare the poems confidently while covering the Assessment Objectives. Extensive
comparison sections for each poem are included with guidance on pairings and analysis. Also
available: Interactive Poetry: The Literature Anthology Heaney & Clarke Bring the anthology to life!
  death of a naturalist: Arun Deep’s Self-Help To I.S.C. Rhapsody (A Collection of ISC
Short Stories) Class 11 : 2025-26 Edition (Based on Latest ISC Syllabus) Jaideep Randhawa,
Arun Deep’s I.S.C. Rhapsody (A Collection of ISC Short Stories) has been written keeping in mind
the needs of students studying in Class 11th. This book has been made in such a way that students
will be fully guided to prepare for the exam in the most effective manner, securing higher grades.
The purpose of this book is to aid any I.S.C. student to achieve the best possible grade in the exam.
This book will give you support during the course as well as advice you on revision and preparation
for the exam itself. The material is presented in a clear & concise form and there are ample
questions for practice.
  death of a naturalist: Passage to the Center Daniel Eugene Tobin, 1991
  death of a naturalist: The Ottawa Naturalist , 1918
  death of a naturalist: Seamus Heaney's Gifts Henry Hart, 2024-12-13 “The fact of the matter,”
Seamus Heaney said in a 1997 interview with the Paris Review, “is that the most unexpected and
miraculous thing in my life was the arrival in it of poetry.” Throughout his career, Heaney, who
received the 1995 Nobel Prize in Literature, maintained that poetry came to him from a mysterious
source like a gift of grace. He also believed that the recipient of this sort of boon had an ethical
obligation to share it with others. Seamus Heaney’s Gifts, by the noted scholar and poet Henry Hart,
offers the first comprehensive examination of Heaney’s preoccupation with gifts and gift-exchange.
Drawing on extensive research in Heaney’s papers, as well as three decades of correspondence with
the poet, Hart presents a richly detailed study of Heaney’s life and work that foregrounds the
Irishman’s commitment to the vocation of poetry as a public art to be shared with audiences and
readers around the world. Heaney traced his devotion to gifts back to the actual present of a
Conway Stewart fountain pen that his parents gave him at the age of twelve when he left his family
farm in Northern Ireland to attend a private Catholic secondary school in Londonderry. He
commemorated this gift in “Digging,” the first poem in his first book, and in two poems he wrote
near the end of his life: “The Conway Stewart” and “On the Gift of a Fountain Pen.” Friends and
doctors had warned him that his endless globetrotting to give lectures and poetry readings had
damaged his health. Yet he felt obligated to share his talent with audiences around the world until
his death in 2013. As Hart shows, Heaney found his first models for gift-giving in his rural
community in Northern Ireland, the Bible, the rituals of the Catholic Church, and the literature of
mystical and mythical quests. Blending careful research with evocative commentaries on the poet’s
work, Seamus Heaney’s Gifts explains his ideas about the artist’s gift, the necessity of gift-exchange
acts, and the moral responsibility to share one’s talents for the benefit of others.
  death of a naturalist: Heaney Glossarial Concordance (1) Toshiaki Okamura, 2003
  death of a naturalist: Animal Worlds Laura McMahon, 2019-05-29 Focusing on a recent wave
of international art cinema, Animal Worlds offers the first sustained analysis of the relations between
cinematic time and animal life. Through an aesthetic of extended duration, films such as Bestiaire
(2010), The Turin Horse (2011) and A Cow's Life (2012) attend to animal worlds of sentience and
perception, while registering the governing of life through biopolitical regimes. Bringing together
Gilles Deleuze's writings on cinema and on animals - while drawing on Jacques Derrida,
Jean-Christophe Bailly, Nicole Shukin and others - the book argues that these films question the
biopolitical reduction of animal life to forms of capital, opening up realms of virtuality, becoming and
alternative political futures.
  death of a naturalist: Teaching Environmental Writing Isabel Galleymore, 2020-05-14
Environmental writing is an increasingly popular literary genre, and a multifaceted genre at that.
Recently dominated by works of 'new nature writing', environmental writing includes works of



poetry and fiction about the world around us. In the last two decades, universities have begun to
offer environmental writing modules and courses with the intention of teaching students skills in the
field of writing inspired by the natural world. This book asks how students are being guided into
writing about environments. Informed by independently conducted interviews with educators, and a
review of existing pedagogical guides, it explores recurring instructions given to students for writing
about the environment and compares these pedagogical approaches to the current theory and
practice of ecocriticism by scholars such as Ursula Heise and Timothy Morton. Proposing a set of
original pedagogical exercises influenced by ecocriticism, the book draws on a number of
self-reflexive, environmentally-conscious poets, including Juliana Spahr, Jorie Graham and Les
Murray, as creative and stimulating models for teachers and students.
  death of a naturalist: British Literature in Transition, 1960-1980: Flower Power
Catherine Mary McLoughlin, 2019 This volume traces transitions in British literature from 1960 to
1980, illuminating a diverse range of authors, texts, genres and movements. It considers innovations
in form, emergent identities, changes in attitudes, preoccupations and in the mind itself, local and
regional developments, and shifts within the oeuvres of individual authors.
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