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Introduction to Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell

Currer Ellis and Acton Bell are pseudonyms used by the Bronté sisters—Charlotte, Emily,
and Anne Bronté—who revolutionized English literature in the 19th century. Their use of
pen names allowed them to navigate a male-dominated literary world, ensuring their works
received critical attention without gender bias. The Bronté sisters are celebrated for their
profound novels, poetic talent, and enduring influence on literature. In this article, we
explore the lives, works, and legacy of these remarkable writers under their pseudonyms.

Historical Background of the Bronte Sisters

The Bronté Family and Early Life

e Birth and upbringing: Charlotte (1816), Emily (1818), Anne (1820), and their
brother Branwell (1817) were born in Thornton, Yorkshire.

e Childhood hardships: Their mother died when they were young, and their father,
Patrick Bronté, raised them in a remote parsonage, fostering a rich literary

environment.

e Education and reading: The sisters were avid readers, consuming Gothic novels,
poetry, and classics, which influenced their creative pursuits.

Emergence of Literary Pseudonyms

During the Victorian era, female authors often faced prejudice, which led the Bronté sisters



to adopt male pen names—Currer (Charlotte), Ellis (Emily), and Acton Bell (Anne). These
pseudonyms served to ensure their works were judged solely on merit.

The Pseudonyms and Their Significance

Origins and Meanings of the Pen Names

1. Currer Bell: Charlotte Bronté chose this name, with "Currer" derived from her own
middle name, emphasizing her personal identity.

2. Ellis Bell: Emily adopted this name, with "Ellis" being a surname that sounded neutral
and unassuming.

3. Acton Bell: Anne's pseudonym was inspired by her admiration for the Acton family,
and "Bell" was a common surname that maintained anonymity.

Impact of the Pseudonyms on Their Careers

¢ Allowed their works to be reviewed objectively in a male-centric literary society.

e Enabled them to publish anonymously or semi-anonymously, which was crucial given
societal expectations of women writers.

e Concealed their gender initially, leading to surprise when their identities were
revealed, boosting their fame.

Major Works Published Under Pseudonyms



Charlotte Bronte as Currer Bell

e Jane Eyre (1847): A groundbreaking novel about an orphaned girl’s quest for
independence and love, celebrated for its strong female protagonist and Gothic
elements.

e Shirley (1849): Addressed industrial unrest and class conflict in Yorkshire,
showcasing Charlotte’s social awareness.

* Villette (1853): Explores themes of loneliness and identity through the story of Lucy
Snowe in Belgium.

Emily Bronte as Ellis Bell

e Wuthering Heights (1847): Her only novel, renowned for its dark romanticism,
complex characters, and innovative narrative structure, it remains one of the most
influential works of English literature.

Anne Bronte as Acton Bell

e Agnes Grey (1847): Depicts the life of a governess, highlighting the struggles of
women in Victorian society.

e The Tenant of Wildfell Hall (1848): Controversial for its candid portrayal of
alcoholism and marital abuse, it is considered one of the first feminist novels.

Themes and Literary Style of the Bronte
Pseudonymous Works



Common Themes Explored

e Love and Passion: Intense, often tumultuous relationships are central, particularly in
Wuthering Heights and Jane Eyre.

* Society and Class: Critique of social hierarchy and the limitations placed on women.

 Isolation and Longing: Characters frequently experience emotional and physical
solitude, reflecting the sisters’ own experiences.

e Gothic and Supernatural Elements: Use of Gothic motifs adds drama and depth to
their narratives.

Stylistic Characteristics

1. Innovative Narrative Techniques: Multiple narrators and layered storytelling,
especially in Wuthering Heights.

2. Poetic Language: Rich, lyrical prose with vivid imagery.

3. Deep Characterization: Complex, morally ambiguous characters that challenge
Victorian stereotypes.

Revelation of Identities and Their Impact

When and How Their Identities Were Revealed

The true identities of Charlotte, Emily, and Anne Bronté as the authors of their
pseudonymous works were revealed gradually, causing a sensation in literary circles.
Charlotte’s authorship of Jane Eyre was announced in 1848, with Emily’s Wuthering Heights
and Anne’s Agnes Grey following soon after.



Consequences of the Reveal

e Enhanced their fame and literary reputation.
» Validated women'’s capacity for profound literary achievement.

e |nspired future generations of women writers to pursue publishing under their own
names.

Legacy of Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell

Their Influence on Literature and Society

e Literary Innovation: Their works broke conventions and influenced countless
authors and genres.

* Feminist Perspectives: Their novels challenged Victorian gender roles and social
norms.

e Enduring Cultural Impact: Adaptations, scholarly studies, and continued readership
attest to their lasting legacy.

Recognition and Commemoration

Today, the Bronté Sisters are celebrated worldwide. Key commemorations include:

e Bronté Parsonage Museum in Haworth, where their manuscripts and belongings are
preserved.

e Biographies and literary analyses highlighting their pseudonymous careers.



e Literary festivals and events dedicated to their work and influence.

Conclusion

Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell represent a remarkable chapter in literary history where
gender, identity, and creativity intersected. Under their pseudonyms, Charlotte, Emily, and
Anne Bronté challenged societal expectations, producing timeless works that continue to
resonate today. Their strategic use of male pen names not only provided protection but
also allowed their extraordinary talents to shine through, leaving an indelible mark on
literature. The enduring fascination with their lives and works underscores their importance
as pioneers who reshaped the narrative of women writers and the broader literary
landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were Currer Ellis and Acton Bell?

Currer Ellis and Acton Bell were the pen names of Charlotte Bronté, Emily Bronté, and Anne
Bronté, three sisters who were renowned English novelists and poets in the 19th century.

Why did Charlotte, Emily, and Anne Bronté choose to
publish under pen names like Currer Ellis and Acton
Bell?

They adopted male pen names—Currer Bell (Charlotte), Ellis Bell (Emily), and Acton Bell
(Anne)—to navigate the gender biases of their time and ensure their works were taken
seriously by publishers and readers.

Which works were published under the names Currer
Ellis and Acton Bell?

Charlotte Bronté published 'Jane Eyre' as Currer Bell, Emily Bronté published 'Wuthering
Heights' as Ellis Bell, and Anne Bronté published 'The Tenant of Wildfell Hall' as Acton Bell.

How did the use of pen names impact the Brontée
sisters' literary careers?

Using pen names helped the Bronté sisters gain recognition in a male-dominated literary



world, allowing their talent to be judged independently of their gender, which contributed to
their enduring fame.

What is the significance of the Brontéeé sisters'
pseudonyms today?

The pseudonyms Currer Ellis and Acton Bell remain iconic symbols of female authorship and
literary independence, inspiring discussions about gender and authorship in literature.

Additional Resources

Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell are renowned pseudonyms that have left an indelible mark on
the literary world, symbolizing the fascinating interplay between gender, identity, and
artistic expression in the 19th century. These names, associated with the Bronté
sisters—Charlotte, Emily, and Anne—are emblematic of the era’s complex relationship with
authorship, societal expectations, and creative autonomy. This review explores the origins
of these pseudonyms, their significance, and the enduring legacy of the Bronté sisters'
work, providing a comprehensive understanding of their contribution to literature and
culture.

The Origins of the Pseudonyms: Currer, Ellis, and
Acton Bell

Historical Background

During the early 19th century, female authors faced significant societal barriers, including
skepticism about their intellectual capacities and constraints on their personal freedoms. To
circumvent these obstacles, Charlotte, Emily, and Anne Bronté chose to publish under male
or ambiguous pseudonyms—Currer Bell (Charlotte), Ellis Bell (Emily), and Acton Bell (Anne).
Their decision was motivated by a desire to ensure their work was judged on its merit
rather than their gender.

The pseudonyms also reflected a strategic move to enter a male-dominated literary
landscape. Charlotte adopted “Currer,” a surname inspired by her family’s lineage, while

Emily’s “Ellis” and Anne’s “Acton” provided anonymity that shielded their identities and
allowed their work to be evaluated independently of gendered biases.

Significance of the Names

- Currer Bell: Signifies Charlotte’s desire for her work to be taken seriously, aligning with her



academic and literary ambitions.

- Ellis Bell: Represents Emily's more reserved yet fiercely independent spirit, with “Ellis”
possibly deriving from her family or personal history.

- Acton Bell: Chosen by Anne, perhaps as a reflection of her modesty and desire to distance
herself from the gendered expectations of women writers.

These pseudonyms became a vital part of their literary identities, allowing the sisters to
gain recognition and publish their works without immediate gender biases.

The Literary Contributions of the Bronte Sisters

Charlotte Bronte: The Architect of Victorian Literature

Charlotte Bronté is perhaps the most well-known of the sisters, primarily for her novel Jane
Eyre (1847). This groundbreaking work combines elements of Gothic fiction, romance, and
social critique, challenging Victorian norms and exploring themes of independence,
morality, and social class.

Key Features of Charlotte’s Work:

- Strong, complex female protagonists

- Exploration of morality and social justice

- Use of Gothic elements to heighten emotional intensity

- Critique of societal expectations, especially regarding gender roles

Pros:

- Pioneered the depiction of strong, autonomous women
- Influenced countless authors and feminist discourse

- Masterful storytelling with layered characters

Cons:
- Some critics have argued her depiction of gender roles can be restrictive or idealized
- The intense emotional tone may not appeal to all readers

Emily Bronté: The Poet of Passion and Wilderness

Emily Bronté’s Wuthering Heights (1847) is celebrated for its dark, passionate narrative and
innovative structure. Unlike her sister’s more conventional approach, Emily’s novel delves
into obsession, revenge, and the primal aspects of human nature.

Features of Emily’s Work:

- Non-linear narrative structure

- Rich, poetic language

- Themes of nature, wildness, and the supernatural



- Complex, morally ambiguous characters

Pros:

- Unigue narrative voice and atmospheric setting

- Deep psychological insight

- Influenced the development of Gothic and Romantic literature

Cons:
- Dense and challenging prose for some readers
- Characters are often morally ambiguous or unsympathetic

Anne Bronte: The Realist and Moralist

Anne Bronté’s novels, Agnes Grey (1847) and The Tenant of Wildfell Hall (1848), are noted
for their realism, moral seriousness, and social critique. Her works often focus on the plight
of women, addiction, and social reform.

Features of Anne’s Work:

- Realistic depiction of everyday life

- Strong moral themes

- Focus on the struggles and resilience of women
- Critique of societal hypocrisy

Pros:

- Grounded storytelling with relatable characters

- Early advocacy for social justice and temperance
- Clear, unpretentious prose

Cons:
- Less stylistically innovative than her sisters’ works
- Some readers find her tone less passionate or emotionally intense

The Impact and Legacy of the Bronte
Pseudonyms

Breaking Gender Barriers in Literature

The choice of pseudonyms by the Bronté sisters was revolutionary at the time. Their
success demonstrated that female authors could produce compelling, influential literature
that challenged societal norms. Charlotte, Emily, and Anne paved the way for future
generations of women writers to publish under their real names, fostering greater gender
equality in the arts.



Enduring Mystique and Critical Reception

The use of male or ambiguous pseudonyms contributed to the mystique surrounding the
sisters’ works. For many years, critics and readers wondered about the true identities
behind Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell. The eventual revelation of their identities added to their
legend, inspiring biographical studies and adaptations across various media.

Over time, their works have been reassessed, with many critics recognizing the profound
psychological depth, innovative narrative techniques, and social critigue embedded within
their novels. Their pseudonyms have become symbols of resilience and artistic integrity.

The Pros and Cons of Using Pseudonyms

Pros:

- Allowed women to publish in a male-dominated literary environment
- Provided anonymity to focus on the quality of their work

- Created a sense of intrigue and mystique that heightened interest

- Enabled exploration of controversial themes without personal risk

Cons:

- Obscured their identities, leading to misattributions and myths

- Limited immediate recognition for their individual achievements

- Complicated efforts to receive direct credit and financial benefits

- Sometimes led to gender bias in interpretation, with critics attributing works to the
pseudonym rather than the authors

The Enduring Legacy of Currer, Ellis, and Acton
Bell

The pseudonyms of the Bronté sisters have become emblematic of literary courage and
innovation. Their works continue to be widely read, studied, and adapted, influencing
countless writers and artists. The sisters’ ability to navigate societal constraints through
their pseudonyms exemplifies resilience and strategic ingenuity, inspiring generations of
women to pursue creative expression despite obstacles.

Their legacy also underscores the importance of challenging societal norms and advocating
for authentic voices in literature. Today, the names Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell are not just
historical footnotes but symbols of the transformative power of storytelling and the
enduring quest for artistic and personal freedom.



Conclusion

The story of Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell is a testament to the complex relationship between
identity, gender, and literary achievement. The Bronté sisters’ strategic use of pseudonyms
allowed them to carve out a space in a restrictive society and produce some of the most
enduring works in English literature. Their novels continue to resonate, offering insights into
human nature, societal critique, and the resilience of the creative spirit.

In examining their lives and works, it becomes clear that their pseudonyms were more than
mere aliases—they were tools of empowerment, symbols of defiance, and gateways to
literary immortality. The legacy of Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell reminds us that sometimes,
the true strength of a voice lies not just in the words it speaks, but in the courage to speak
them under any name.

Currer Ellis And Acton Bell

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell Charlotte Bront€, Anne
Bronte, Emily Bronte, 2021-04-11 In the evocative anthology, *Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton
Bell*, readers encounter a rich tapestry of poetic genius interwoven by the Brontv” siblings. United
under their enigmatic pseudonyms, the collection presents an intricate blend of Gothic and Romantic
styles that explore themes of love, nature, and existential reflection. The melancholic yet fierce
undertones echo the socio-cultural context of 19th-century England, where the poets grappling with
constraints of their era found creative liberation through vivid imagery and emotional depth. Each
piece stands out with its distinct voice yet forms a cohesive dialogue that marks the Brontv's'Ad
critical yet heartfelt observations of their world. The Brontv” sisters, under the literary disguises of
Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell, collectively brought forth a transformative influence in English
literature. With their pioneering spirit and introspective prowess, they shape a narrative that aligns
with Romanticism, while also foreshadowing future literary movements such as realism and
existentialism. At a time when female voices were often marginalized, their combined works in this
anthology boldly challenge and expand the literary canon, leaving an indelible mark that has
inspired generations. This anthology offers a remarkable opportunity for readers to delve into the
multifaceted genius of the Brontv” family. By navigating the complexities of each poem, readers gain
not only an appreciation for the sisters' distinct literary contributions but also an extensive
understanding of the historical and personal contexts that shaped their writing. *Poems by Currer,
Ellis, and Acton Bell* promises to be an enlightening journey into the depths of human emotion and
intellect, inviting readers to experience the enduring impact of the Brontv" legacy through their
collective poetic endeavors.

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell 9vmunu bponre,
[ITapmoTTta BponTe, 9HH BponTe, 2021-03-16 Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell by Emily Bronte,
Charlotte Bronté, Anne Bronté. Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of titles
that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to
forgotten—or yet undiscovered gems—of world literature, we issue the books that need to be read.
Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability for all
e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to
everyone in a high-quality digital format.

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell Anne Bronte,
2023-08-27 Reproduction of the original. The publishing house Megali specialises in reproducing
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historical works in large print to make reading easier for people with impaired vision.

currer ellis and acton bell: Jottings on Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell [i.e. Charlotte,
Emily and Anne Bronté]. By W. P. P. W. P. P, 1856

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell Anne Bront[], 1997-01-01

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell Currer Bell, 1848

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell Charlotte Bronte, Emily
Bront€, Anne Bronté, 2017-10-17 Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell was a volume of poetry
published jointly by the three Bront® sisters, Charlotte, Emily and Anne in 1846, and their first work
to ever go in print. To evade contemporary prejudice against female writers, the Bront® sisters
adopted androgynous first names. All three retained the first letter of their first names: Charlotte
became Currer Bell, Anne became Acton Bell, and Emily became Ellis Bell. This copy is from the
1850 edition and includes Charlotte's additions of previously unpublished poetry by her late sisters.
(from Wiki)

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell Charlotte Bronte, 1846

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell Emily Emily Bronte,
Anne Anne Bronte, Charlotte Charlotte Bronte, 2017-04-30 How is this book unique? Font
adjustments & biography included Unabridged (100% Original content) Illustrated About Poems by
Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell by Charlotte, Emily and Anne Bronte Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton
Bell was a volume of poetry published jointly by the three Bront® sisters, Charlotte, Emily and Anne
in 1846 (see 1846 in poetry), and their first work to ever go in print. To evade contemporary
prejudice against female writers, the Bront€ sisters adopted masculine first names. All three
retained the first letter of their first names: Charlotte became Currer Bell, Anne became Acton Bell,
and Emily became Ellis Bell. However, the sisters decided to continue writing for publication and
began work on their first novels, which became commercial successes. Following the success of
Charlotte's Jane Eyre in 1848, and after the deaths of Emily and Anne, the second edition of this
book (printed in 1850 by Smith & Elder) fared much better, with Charlotte's additions of previously
unpublished poetry by her two late sisters. It is believed that there are fewer than ten copies in
existence with the Aylott and Jones' title-page.

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell (EasyRead Large Bold
Edition) ,

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell (EasyRead Super
Large 24pt Edition) ,

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell (EasyRead Super
Large 20pt Edition) ,

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell Charlotte Bronte, Emily
Bronte, Anne Bronte, 2014-03-10 Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell was a volume of poetry
published jointly by the three Bronte sisters, Charlotte, Emily and Anne in 1846 (see 1846 in poetry),
and their first work to ever go in print. To evade contemporary prejudice against female writers, the
Bronté sisters adopted androgynous first names. All three retained the first letter of their first
names: Charlotte became Currer Bell, Anne became Acton Bell, and Emily became Ellis Bell. The
book was printed by Aylott and Jones, from London. The first edition failed to attract interest, with
only two copies being sold. However, the sisters decided to continue writing for publication and
began work on their first novels, which became commercial successes. Following the success of
Charlotte's Jane Eyre in 1848, and after the deaths of Emily and Anne, the second edition of this
book (printed in 1850 by Smith & Elder) fared much better, with Charlotte's additions of previously
unpublished poetry by her two late sisters. It is believed that there are fewer than ten copies in
existence with the Aylott and Jones title-page.

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell Charlotte and Charlotte and
Emily and Anne Bronte, 2017-08-03 How is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography
included Unabridged (100% Original content) Illustrated About Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton
Bell by Charlotte and Emily and Anne Bronte Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell was a volume of




poetry published jointly by the three Bront® sisters, Charlotte, Emily and Anne in 1846 (see 1846 in
poetry), and their first work to ever go in print. To evade contemporary prejudice against female
writers, the Bront® sisters adopted masculine first names. All three retained the first letter of their
first names: Charlotte became Currer Bell, Anne became Acton Bell, and Emily became Ellis Bell.
However, the sisters decided to continue writing for publication and began work on their first
novels, which became commercial successes. Following the success of Charlotte's Jane Eyre in 1848,
and after the deaths of Emily and Anne, the second edition of this book (printed in 1850 by Smith &
Elder) fared much better, with Charlotte's additions of previously unpublished poetry by her two late
sisters. It is believed that there are fewer than ten copies in existence with the Aylott and Jones'
title-page.

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell Charlotte Bronte, Emily
Bronte, Anne Bronte, 2020-03-08 Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell was a volume of poetry
published jointly by the three Bronte sisters, Charlotte, Emily and Anne in 1846, and their first work
to ever go in print. To evade contemporary prejudice against female writers, the Bronté sisters
adopted masculine first names.

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems Bronte C., Bronte E., Bronte A., The Brontes were a
nineteenth-century literary family, born in the village of Thornton and later associated with the
village of Haworth in the West Riding of Yorkshire, England. The sisters are well known as poets and
novelists. This is a volume of poetry published jointly by the three Bronte sisters, Charlotte, Emily
and Anne in 1846 and it is their first work to ever go in print. To evade contemporary prejudice
against female writers, the Bronte sisters adopted masculine first names. The book was published
under the title Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell. All three retained the first letter of their first
names: Charlotte became Currer Bell, Anne became Acton Bell, and Emily took the name Ellis.

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell Charlotte Emily Charlotte
Emily and Anne Bronte, 2017-02-18 How is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography
included Unabridged (100% Original content) Formatted for e-reader Illustrated About Poems by
Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell by Charlotte, Emily and Anne Bronte Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton
Bell was a volume of poetry published jointly by the three Bront€ sisters, Charlotte, Emily and Anne
in 1846 (see 1846 in poetry), and their first work to ever go in print. To evade contemporary
prejudice against female writers, the Bront€ sisters adopted masculine first names. All three
retained the first letter of their first names: Charlotte became Currer Bell, Anne became Acton Bell,
and Emily became Ellis Bell. However, the sisters decided to continue writing for publication and
began work on their first novels, which became commercial successes. Following the success of
Charlotte's Jane Eyre in 1848, and after the deaths of Emily and Anne, the second edition of this
book (printed in 1850 by Smith & Elder) fared much better, with Charlotte's additions of previously
unpublished poetry by her two late sisters. It is believed that there are fewer than ten copies in
existence with the Aylott and Jones' title-page.

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell Charlotte Bronte, Emily
Bronte, Anne Bronte, 2010-10-29 Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell was a volume of poetry
published jointly by the three Bronté sisters, Charlotte, Emily and Anne in 1846 and twas heir first
work to ever go in print. To evade contemporary prejudice against female writers, the Bronte sisters
adopted androgynous first names. All three retained the first letter of their first names: Charlotte
became Currer Bell, Anne became Acton Bell, and Emily became Ellis Bell. The first edition failed to
attract interest, with only two copies being sold. However, the sisters decided to continue writing for
publication and began work on their first novels, which became commercial successes. Following the
success of Charlotte's Jane Eyre in 1848, and after the deaths of Emily and Anne, the second edition
of this book fared much better, with Charlotte's additions of previously unpublished poetry by her
two late sisters.

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell Charlotte Bronte, Emily
Bront€, Anne Bronté, 2020-03-08 Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell was a volume of poetry
published jointly by the three Bronté sisters, Charlotte, Emily and Anne in 1846, and their first work



to ever go in print. To evade contemporary prejudice against female writers, the Bronté sisters
adopted masculine first names.

currer ellis and acton bell: Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell Charlotte Bronte, Emily
Bronte, Anne Bronte, 2019-09-21 Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell was a volume of poetry
published jointly by the three Bront€ sisters, Charlotte, Emily and Anne in 1846, and their first work
to ever go in print. To evade contemporary prejudice against female writers, the Bront® sisters
adopted masculine first names.
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