
the destruction of black civilisation

The destruction of black civilisation is a complex and multifaceted subject that encompasses historical,
social, political, and cultural dimensions. Understanding this topic requires a nuanced exploration of the
factors that have contributed to the decline and disruption of vibrant African civilizations over centuries.
This article aims to provide an insightful, comprehensive overview of the causes, effects, and ongoing struggles
related to this profound issue.

Historical Context of Black Civilisations

Origins and Flourishing of Ancient African Civilisations
African civilizations have a rich and diverse history that predates European colonization. Some of the most
notable ancient civilizations include:

Ancient Egypt: Known for its monumental architecture, advanced writing systems, and contributions to
science and mathematics.

Kingdom of Kush: Located in present-day Sudan, it was a major regional power, known for its wealth and
cultural influence.

Great Zimbabwe: A powerful medieval city-state known for impressive stone architecture and trade
networks.

Carthaginian Empire: A prominent maritime civilization in North Africa, influential in trade across the
Mediterranean.

These civilizations demonstrated advanced social structures, technological innovations, and thriving
cultural practices, highlighting the richness of African history.

Colonial Disruption and Its Impact
The advent of European colonization from the 15th century onward marked a turning point. The transatlantic
slave trade, in particular, had devastating consequences:

Massive depopulation due to forced removal of millions of Africans

Disruption of local societies, economies, and cultural traditions

Imposition of foreign political structures and borders

Exploitation of resources leading to economic underdevelopment

Colonial powers often justified their domination through narratives that undermined the value and
achievements of African civilizations, framing them as "uncivilized" or "barbaric."



Factors Contributing to the Destruction of Black Civilisations

Colonialism and Imperialism
European colonial powers systematically dismantled indigenous governance, education, and cultural
institutions:

Imposition of foreign legal and political systems

Suppression of indigenous religions, languages, and customs

Extraction of resources for European benefit, often leaving local populations impoverished

This process led to the erosion of cultural identities and societal cohesion.

Slave Trade and Its Aftermath
The transatlantic slave trade had lasting repercussions:

Loss of a significant portion of the population, particularly the most able-bodied individuals

Disruption of family structures and community networks

Psychological trauma and cultural dislocation

Economic destabilization, as societies were robbed of their human capital

The legacy of slavery still influences social and economic conditions in many African and African-descended
communities today.

Post-Colonial Challenges
Following independence movements in the mid-20th century, many African nations faced new struggles:

Political instability, including coups and authoritarian regimes

Economic dependency on former colonial powers and multinational corporations

Corruption and weak governance structures

Continued exploitation of natural resources

These issues have hindered the development of cohesive, self-sustaining civilizations.

Cultural and Societal Consequences



Loss of Indigenous Knowledge and Traditions
Colonial and post-colonial policies often marginalized indigenous practices:

Suppression of traditional religions and spiritual practices

Disruption of indigenous languages and oral histories

Replacement of traditional education with Western curricula

This has led to a decline in cultural continuity and self-identity in many communities.

Economic Underdevelopment
The destruction of economic systems and infrastructures has left many African societies struggling:

Dependence on commodity exports with volatile prices

Limited industrialization and technological advancement

High levels of poverty and unemployment

Unequal land distribution and resource exploitation

These economic challenges perpetuate cycles of poverty and hinder civilizational resilience.

Resilience and Revival Movements

Pan-Africanism and Cultural Revival
Despite historical setbacks, numerous movements have sought to restore pride and reclaim heritage:

Pan-Africanism: Advocates for unity and solidarity among African nations and peoples of African
descent.

Promotion of African arts, music, and literature as expressions of identity

Reclaiming indigenous languages and traditions through education and cultural programs

Modern Development Initiatives
Contemporary efforts aim to address structural issues:

Investment in education, healthcare, and infrastructure

Promotion of economic diversification and industrialization

Strengthening governance and anti-corruption measures



Leveraging technological innovation and digital connectivity

These initiatives represent steps toward rebuilding and empowering African civilizations.

Conclusion: Toward a Reclaimed Future
The destruction of black civilisations has been driven by colonialism, slavery, and post-independence challenges.
However, resilience, cultural pride, and innovative development strategies continue to shape a future where
African societies can recover, thrive, and contribute meaningfully to global civilization. Recognizing the depth
and richness of Africa’s historical legacy is essential in understanding both past injustices and the potential
for future empowerment.

By fostering awareness, supporting indigenous voices, and investing in sustainable development, it is possible to
heal the wounds of history and build a more equitable and vibrant future for black civilisations worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes discussed in 'The Destruction of Black
Civilisation'?

The book explores themes such as the impact of colonialism, systemic racism, cultural erasure, economic
exploitation, and the psychological effects of oppression on Black communities worldwide.

How does 'The Destruction of Black Civilisation' contribute to
contemporary discussions on racial justice?

It provides a historical and philosophical foundation for understanding the roots of racial inequality,
highlighting the importance of cultural pride, self-awareness, and resistance in contemporary movements for
racial justice.

Who is the author of 'The Destruction of Black Civilisation' and what is
their significance?

The book was written by Chancellor Williams, a renowned historian and scholar who critically examined the
history and destruction of African civilizations, emphasizing the importance of reclaiming Black history and
identity.

What impact has 'The Destruction of Black Civilisation' had on Black
intellectual thought?

The book has been influential in inspiring Black nationalist and Pan-Africanist movements, encouraging a
reevaluation of African history, culture, and the importance of self-determination among Black communities
globally.

In what ways does 'The Destruction of Black Civilisation' address the
legacy of colonialism in Africa?

It analyzes how colonial powers systematically dismantled African societies, suppressed indigenous cultures,
and imposed foreign systems, leading to lasting social, economic, and psychological impacts that still affect



the continent today.

Additional Resources
The Destruction of Black Civilisation: An In-Depth Analysis of Historical, Cultural, and Societal Challenges

---

Throughout history, the concept of the destruction of black civilisation has been a subject of profound
concern and study among scholars, activists, and community leaders. This phrase encapsulates a complex
interplay of historical trauma, systemic oppression, cultural erosion, and ongoing struggles for sovereignty
and recognition. Understanding the factors behind this phenomenon requires a comprehensive exploration of
historical contexts, societal dynamics, and the resilience of black communities worldwide.

---

Introduction: Unpacking the Phrase

When discussing the destruction of black civilisation, it is essential to recognize that this phrase is not merely
about physical destruction but also encompasses the erosion of cultural identity, economic stability,
political agency, and social cohesion. It reflects a narrative rooted in colonization, slavery, imperialism, and
modern systemic inequalities that have continually challenged the survival and flourishing of black societies.

---

Historical Roots of Destruction

Colonialism and Slave Trade

The roots of this destructive process trace back centuries to the transatlantic slave trade and European
colonialism. Key points include:

- Displacement and Loss of Land: Indigenous territories and lands vital for economic and cultural sustenance
were seized and appropriated.
- Cultural Suppression: Colonizers suppressed indigenous languages, religions, and customs to impose their own
cultural standards.
- Economic Exploitation: Resources were extracted, and local economies dismantled, leading to long-term
economic underdevelopment.

Impact on Societies

- Disruption of social structures and traditional governance.
- Demographic upheavals due to forced migration and violence.
- Breakdown of indigenous knowledge systems and cultural continuity.

---

Systemic Oppression in the Modern Era

Despite formal decolonization, many black nations and communities continue to face systemic challenges that
threaten their societal integrity.

Political and Economic Exploitation

- Neocolonialism: External influence through economic policies, foreign aid, and multinational corporations
often perpetuates dependency.
- Corruption and Governance Issues: Internal struggles with leadership, corruption, and political instability
weaken societal resilience.



Social and Cultural Erosion

- Media Representation: Stereotyping and negative portrayals diminish cultural pride and self-esteem.
- Education: Curriculum often neglects or misrepresents black history and achievements, leading to identity
crises.
- Urban Decay and Poverty: Marginalized communities face systemic neglect, leading to cycles of poverty and
social disintegration.

---

Cultural and Spiritual Challenges

Loss of Traditional Knowledge

- Suppression of indigenous spiritual practices and languages.
- Erosion of cultural rituals and oral histories.

Influence of Western Dominance

- Adoption of Western norms often marginalizes native customs.
- Globalization amplifies cultural homogenization, reducing diversity.

---

The Role of External and Internal Factors

External Factors

- Imperialist policies and foreign interventions.
- Global economic systems favoring Western interests.

Internal Factors

- Fragmentation within black communities due to differing interests.
- Resistance movements sometimes misalign with broader cultural revival efforts.

---

Resilience and Rebuilding Efforts

Despite these challenges, numerous initiatives aim to preserve and restore black civilisation.

Cultural Revival Movements

- Promoting indigenous languages, arts, and traditions.
- Celebrating historical figures and milestones.

Political and Economic Empowerment

- Establishing autonomous governance structures.
- Supporting black-owned businesses and cooperatives.

Education and Knowledge

- Developing curricula that reflect authentic histories and contributions.
- Encouraging scholarship and research rooted in indigenous perspectives.

---



Strategies to Counteract Destruction

To prevent further erosion and foster sustainable development, a multi-faceted approach is necessary:

1. Cultural Preservation
- Support for arts, language, and traditions.
- Documentation and dissemination of oral histories.

2. Political Sovereignty
- Strengthening local governance.
- Advocating for policies that prioritize community needs.

3. Economic Independence
- Encouraging entrepreneurship within black communities.
- Building sustainable infrastructure.

4. Education Reform
- Incorporating comprehensive black history.
- Promoting critical thinking about systemic issues.

5. Global Solidarity
- Building alliances across black communities worldwide.
- Engaging in international advocacy for justice and recognition.

---

Conclusion: Toward a Resilient Future

The phrase the destruction of black civilisation encapsulates a historical and ongoing process that has
sought to diminish, suppress, or erase the cultural, political, and economic vitality of black communities.
However, history also demonstrates remarkable resilience and agency among black peoples. By understanding
the roots, acknowledging the challenges, and actively supporting initiatives aimed at cultural revival,
political empowerment, and economic independence, it is possible to forge pathways toward a more equitable
and thriving future for black civilisations worldwide.

---

Final Thoughts

The journey toward safeguarding and revitalizing black civilisation requires collective effort, informed
awareness, and unwavering commitment. Recognizing past injustices is crucial, but so is empowering communities
to define their own narratives and forge their destinies. As the global landscape continues to evolve, so too
must the strategies and visions that aim to preserve and uplift black civilisations for generations to come.
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  the destruction of black civilisation: The Destruction of Black Civilization Chancellor
Williams, 1976
  the destruction of black civilisation: Destruction of Black Civilization Chancellor Williams,
2020-06-26 The Destruction of Black Civilization took Chancellor Williams sixteen years of research
and field study to compile. The book, which was to serve as a reinterpretation of the history of the
African race, was intended to be a general rebellion against the subtle message from even the most
'liberal' white authors (and their Negro disciples): 'You belong to a race of nobodies. You have no
worthwhile history to point to with pride.' The book was written at a time when many black students,
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educators, and scholars were starting to piece together the connection between the way their
history was taught and the way they were perceived by others and by themselves. They began to
question assumptions made about their history and took it upon themselves to create a new body of
historical research. The book is premised on the question: If the Blacks were among the very first
builders of civilization and their land the birthplace of civilization, what has happened to them that
has left them since then, at the bottom of world society, precisely what happened? The Caucasian
answer is simple and well-known: The Blacks have always been at the bottom. Williams instead
contends that many elements--nature, imperialism, and stolen legacies-- have aided in the
destruction of the black civilization. The Destruction of Black Civilization is revelatory and
revolutionary because it offers a new approach to the research, teaching, and study of African
history by shifting the main focus from the history of Arabs and Europeans in Africa to the Africans
themselves, offering instead a history of blacks that is a history of blacks. Because only from history
can we learn what our strengths were and, especially, in what particular aspect we are weak and
vulnerable. Our history can then become at once the foundation and guiding light for united efforts
in serious[ly] planning what we should be about now. It was part of the evolution of the black
revolution that took place in the 1970s, as the focus shifted from politics to matters of the mind.
  the destruction of black civilisation: The Destruction of Black Civilization Chancellor
Williams, 1971-01-01
  the destruction of black civilisation: The Destruction of Black Civilization: Great Issues of a
Race from 4500 B.C. to 2000 A.D. Illustrated by Murry N. DePillars Chancellor Williams, 1974
  the destruction of black civilisation: Chancellor Williams' the Destruction of Black
Civilization ,
  the destruction of black civilisation: The God in Us Hlumelo Biko, 2024-06-07 This book
traces the unitary source of all of the world’s major religions. The book underscores the fact that
there are many ways in which humanity has sought revelation of God, yet there is a common
inspiration behind humanity’s God concept. The author’s analysis of world religions or faiths adopts
a multi-interdisciplinary approach taking the reader through historical, anthropological,
archaeological, and theological viewpoints to make juxtapositions. God in us is a rich resource that
helps the readers understand the origins of human civilisation and how humans began to worship
God, domesticate animals like sheep, invent astrology and create languages. Biko’s research also
delves deeper into unveiling African indigenous knowledge systems and science that predate the
arrival of the colonisers on the African soil. Print edition not for sale in Sub Saharan Africa.
  the destruction of black civilisation: ,
  the destruction of black civilisation: THE AFRICAN DIASPORA Simon Wamono,
2025-09-04 What if the world’s greatest civilization was hidden in plain sight? The African Diaspora:
Going It Alone Against Conventional Wisdom is a bold and unflinching exploration of Africa’s untold
history and the global forces that shaped its present. Dr. Simon Wamono blends personal journey
with sharp historical insight to uncover how colonialism, misinformation, and forced migration
fractured a once-thriving legacy and how the African diaspora can rise beyond it. From ancient
kingdoms to modern struggles, this book reclaims Africa voice, challenges deeply rooted myths, and
calls for unity, critical thinking, and cultural pride. More than a history lesson, it is a roadmap for
healing, empowerment, and a new African future.
  the destruction of black civilisation: How to Unlock Your Family's Genius David Simon,
2017-04-24 This unique book is for parents, families, teachers and community workers who are
involved in the education and welfare of families. In How to Unlock Your Family's Genius, the award
winning author and educationalist, David Simon, shows families how they can take 11 simple steps
and start to realise their true potential. This book uses empowerment literature, poetry, mini essays,
short stories, and autobiographical writing to demonstrate to families how they can play an active
role in enriching their own learning experience and development.
  the destruction of black civilisation: Evaluating Indigenous African Tradition for Cultural
Reconstruction and Mind Decolonization Durodolu, Oluwole Olumide, Chisita, Collence T., Marutha,



Ngoako Solomon, Familusi, Olumuyiwa Olusesan, 2024-08-22 Evaluating Indigenous African
Tradition for Cultural Reconstruction and Mind Decolonization is edited by Oluwole O Durodolu, and
is an insightful book that challenges the derogatory portrayal of African Traditional Religion (ATR)
and highlights the need for cultural reconstruction and mind decolonization. The book explores the
derogatory descriptions that have been used to describe ATR and argues that subjecting religion to
logical inquiry diminishes the essence of worship and promotes disbelief. The book examines the
relevance of indigenous African tradition to cultural reconstruction and evaluates the place of
African culture in the global context. The author argues that upholding the general principle of
African Traditional belief, which upholds communalism and morality, can address problems such as
corruption, poverty, and unemployment in the African continent. This book is an essential resource
for academics, students, researchers, and anyone interested in understanding the relevance of
African Traditional Religion in contemporary times and the need for cultural reconstruction and
mind decolonization for the betterment of the African continent and the world at large.
  the destruction of black civilisation: Rethinking Higher Education in Africa: Examining the
Ongoing Struggles for Cognitive Justice and Politics of Transformation Vuyisile Msila, 2024-10-30 A
timely collection of critical essays that reveal the complexities and opportunities of revolutionary
changes in higher education in Africa. The contributors exude transformation themes from
Africanisation to technology. Not only have they rethought higher education but they highlight
recommendations that would liberate institutions of higher education in Africa.
  the destruction of black civilisation: How to Unlock Your Genius Using Black History
David Simon, 2018-11-24 This unique book uses fiction and non-fiction to tell the story of 150,000
years of Black history. It is about a disgraced Black politician named Percy who runs to a Nigerian
therapist to help him save his marriage. The therapist, Dr. Eze gets hold of Black history notes from
a local teacher and uses these notes to show Percy how to explore his mind and his people's history
in order to find solutions to his problems.
  the destruction of black civilisation: The Manual: The Rules for Men Toyin Agbetu, 2002
There are many of us out there with good looks, doing good work, and with a good heart, yet we still
have not found that good woman. That's all about to change. The Manual gives you all the basic tips
ever man needs to attract and create a healthy relationship with that perfect woman. The Manual is
a pocketbook collection of tips for young men originally written in 2002. It is written in a frank,
tongue in cheek style and includes strong language and adult themes when describing sex,
relationships and manhood. This updated edition deliberately seeks to remains true to the ethos of
the original which was published under the Jastoy imprint written by Toyin Agbetu.
  the destruction of black civilisation: The African Origin of Civilisation and the Destiny
of Africa Nahas Angula, B. F. Bankie, 2000 This book compiles papers which were presented at the
conference on African Origin of Civilisation and Destiny of Africa which took place in Windhoek ,
Namibia on 25 May 1999 to commemorate the 36th anniversary of the founding of the Organisation
of African Unity (OAU).
  the destruction of black civilisation: The Historical Film Marcia Landy, 2001 What is history?
How do we represent it? How do our notions of history change over time? The essays in The
Historical Film: History and Memory in Media probe the roles that cinema and television play in
altering and complicating our understanding of historical events. The book brings together
representative examples of how both media critics and historians write about history as it is created
and disseminated through film and television. The essays explore what is at stake culturally and
politically in media history and how this form of history-making is different from traditional
historiography. The volume is divided into four parts--Regarding History; History as Trauma;
History, Fiction, and Postcolonial Memory; and History and Television--that progressively deepen
our understanding of just how complex the issues are. Essays by top scholars analyze many different
kinds of film: historical film, documentary, costume drama, and heritage films. The section on
television is equally broad, examining phenomena as diverse as news broadcasts and Ken Burns's
documentary The Civil War. Contributors are Mbye Cham, George F. Custen, Mary Ann Doane,



Richard Dienst, Taylor Downing, Gary Edgerton, Naomi Greene, Miriam Bratu Hansen, Sue Harper,
Sumiko Higashi, Anton Kaes, Marcia Landy, Shawn Rosenheim, Robert A. Rosenstone, Pierre Sorlin,
Maria Wyke, and Ismail Xavier.
  the destruction of black civilisation: Illuminating the Darkness Habeeb Akande, 2012
Illuminating the Darkness critically addresses the issue of racial discrimination and colour prejudice
in religious history. Tackling common misconceptions, the author seeks to elevate the status of
blacks and North Africans in Islam. The book is divided into two sections: Part l of the book explores
the concept of race, 'blackness', slavery, interracial marriage and racism in Islam in the light of the
Qur'an, Hadith and early historical sources. Part ll of the book consists of a compilation of short
biographies of noble black and North African Muslim men and women in Islamic history including
Prophets, Companions of the Prophet and more recent historical figures. Following in the tradition
of revered scholars of Islam such as al-Jahiz, Ibn al-Jawzi and al-Suyuti who wrote about this topic,
Illuminating the Darkness is structured according to a similar monographic arrangement.
  the destruction of black civilisation: In the Heat of Africa's Underdevelopment W. Forje,
2019-08-23 The ever growing disparity in living standards between the developed and developing
polities constitutes a striking feature of life on Planet Earth. This publication is an attempt to
highlight some of the factors dividing the worlds apart. A new North-South synergy is needed in
creating a balanced world at peace with itself. As long as more than half-the population of the world
go to bed hungry there can be no peace. A sting rich world and a sting poor world cannot cohabit
peacefully. How to build a more equitable and balanced world is the challenge facing us. We need to
embrace and practice our long-aged concepts of ubuntu, harambee and batho pele among others in
creating, and consolidating the new world order. Africa is underdeveloped. It requires serious
structural modification in our current mindset, thinking and actions which calls for total involvement
of every citizen. The ideas advanced in this book are strategies and pathways for dealing with the
problems of poverty, corruption, the distribution of power, deterrence, good governance, health,
human capacity building and the challenge of bringing about a systemic structural-functional
governance construct for the African continent.
  the destruction of black civilisation: The End of an Era? Robert Mugabe and a Conflicting
Legacy Munyaradzi, Mawere, Marongwe, Ngonidzashe, 2018-11-17 Arguably, one of the most
polarising figures in modern times has been Robert Gabriel Mugabe, the former President of the
Republic of Zimbabwe. The mere mentioning of his name raises a lot of debate and often times
vicious, if not irreconcilable differences, both in Zimbabwe and beyond. In an article titled: ‘Lessons
of Zimbabwe’, Mahmood Mamdani succinctly captures the polarity thus: ‘It is hard to think of a
figure more reviled in the West than Robert Mugabe… and his land reform measures, however
harsh, have won him considerable popularity, not just in Zimbabwe but throughout southern Africa.’
This, together with his recent ‘stylised’ ouster, speaks volumes to his conflicted legacy. The divided
opinion on Mugabe’s legacy can broadly be represented, first, by those who consider him as a
champion of African liberation, a Pan-Africanist, an unmatched revolutionary and an avid
anti-imperialist who, literally, ‘spoke the truth’ to Western imperialists. On the other end of the
spectrum are those who – seemingly paying scant regard to the predicament of millions of black
Zimbabweans brutally dispossessed of their land and human dignity since the Rhodesian days – have
differentially characterised Mugabe as a rabid black fascist, an anti-white racist, an oppressor, and a
dictator. Drawing on all these opinions and characterisations, the chapters ensconced in this volume
critically reflect on the personality, leadership style and contributions of Robert Mugabe during his
time in office, from 1980 to November 2017. The volume is timely in view of the current contested
transition in Zimbabwe, and with regard to the ongoing consultations on the Land Question in
neighbouring South Africa. It is a handy and richly documented text for students and practitioners in
political science, African studies, economics, policy studies, development studies, and global studies.
  the destruction of black civilisation: At the Table of Power Diane M. Spivey, 2022-09-13 At
the Table of Power is both a cookbook and a culinary history that intertwines social issues, personal
stories, and political commentary. Renowned culinary historian Diane M. Spivey offers a unique



insight into the historical experience and cultural values of African America and America in general
by way of the kitchen. From the rural country kitchen and steamboat floating palaces to marketplace
street vendors and restaurants in urban hubs of business and finance, Africans in America cooked
their way to positions of distinct superiority, and thereby indispensability. Despite their many
culinary accomplishments, most Black culinary artists have been made invisible—until now. Within
these pages, Spivey tells a powerful story beckoning and daring the reader to witness this culinary,
cultural, and political journey taken hand in hand with the fight of Africans in America during the
foundation years, from colonial slavery through the Reconstruction era. These narratives, together
with the recipes from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, expose the politics of the day and offer
insight on the politics of today. African American culinary artists, Spivey concludes, have more than
earned a rightful place at the table of culinary contribution and power.
  the destruction of black civilisation: Zimbabwe Will Never be a Colony Again! Munoda
Mararike, 2019-06-25 This is a thought-provoking original book, based on a wealth of empirical case
studies of how Zimbabwe experienced illegal economic sanctions. It is a study of how the humanly
constructed obstructions from external remittances/finance flows into the country to finance
embargos or total financial blockages are deliberately created by so-called powerful governments to
deal with an errand country. The infamous Zimbabwe Democracy Economic Recovery Act of 2001
(ZDERA) is part of a raft of punitive measures and discourses that the USA, UK and Europe used to
make the economy, in the words of USs Chester Crooker scream. It is the same powerful countries
who allow their Multinational Corporations to loot while they impose sanctions against African
governments and their peoples to make them scream. The book is an insightful contribution on
Africas contemporary post-colonial liberation politics of development economics. It focuses on
Zimbabwe as a synthesis of microcosmic study that provides accessible in-depth analysis of key
aspects of sanctions as a weapon of control wielded by the so-called powerful governments of the
Global North. Zimbabwe was clobbered with post-independence economic sanctions after its land
reform programme, which benefitted its mostly colonially dispossessed African citizens. The land
reform was intended as a reversal of colonial injustice and a counter restitutive measure against
imperialism. The book invites the reader to see power differently: as compassion and the capacity to
right past wrongs by protecting all and sundry from inequality and poverty. Sanctions, even when
called targeted, are non-discriminatory as they affect ordinary citizens with the same ferocity and
savagery as against intended target, albeit often missing the target. Sanctions are lethal. Sanctions
are a graveyard for the poor, weak and vulnerable. This is an idea of power that the Global North
failed to grasp when they decided to punish the Mugabe government for daring to contemplate
justice and restitution.
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